GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 17,2023 @ 6:00 P.M.

REMOTE MEETING

Membetrs Present: Chairperson-Kim Shepardson Watson, Andrea Ackerman-Vice Chairperson, Dean

Antipas, William Horgan, Elizabeth Porter, Matthew Shulman, Rita Volkmann, Jay
Weitlauf

Members Absent: Beverly Washington

Also Present: Susan Austin, Phil Piazza, Denise Doolittle, Clint Kennedy, Ken Knight, Sam Kilpatrick,

1L

II1.

Laurie LePine

Chairperson Shepard Watson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Public Hearing - Superintendent Austin gave an ovetview of the proposed 2023-2024 budget:
(ATTACHMENT #1)

1. Mr. Patrick Kohr, 106 George Avenue, stated that the middle school needs more manning for unruly
situations that occur there.

2. Mr. Tan Thomas, 24 Jefferson Drive, stated that he’d like to see the following key issues and concerns
addressed in this yeat’s budget:

He wants to see free lunch continued for all beyond the end of the emetgency funding and would like
to see the cost breakout associated with continued funding

He is concerned about AED machines and Narcan training for athletic supportt staff and anyone on
site aftethours; he would like to know where are the AED machines are located in the facilities
Honors English and Honors classes at the junior level — 1B, AP, and ECE have been the focus;
however, supports promised for students have not been forthcoming ot a strain to acquire

He would like to see food available for athletes after school to cover the gap between lunch and
afterschool athletic programming

He is concerned about the funding situation with athletics across the board; there seems to be an
inordinate amount of fundraising required of parents and would like to know how funding is allocated.
He suggested a proportionate funding approach such as per capita would be more equitable. He also
feels the number of coaches is not equitable across the board

He would like more information on NNDCC and how it relates to NROTC

He would like to know if a mastet plan has been developed for field maintenance and facilities
improvements

He would like to see feeder programs for middle school students to help support the high school

programs such as marching band, concert band, jazz band, fencing, and smaller spotts to boost
enrollment at the higher levels

He would like to see upper level math suppott
He would like to see debit card readers in the cafeteria lines for school lunches

He would like to know if the Homeland Security Audit can be made available to the RTM’s Education
Committee; he would also like to know mote about security versus discipline in the schools

Adjournment

MOTION: Ackerman, Horgan: To adjourn at 6:45 p.m.

PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY
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2021-22 Average Cost per Student

(Local Districts)
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2021-22 Average Cost per Student

(District Reference Group G)
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