Shelton emerges
as IR main man
in new title tale

By JACK IRELAND
Staf reporter

On a talented_basketball team
that features All-State center Char-
lie Rayne and forward Matt Spence

Indian River High senior Chris Shel:
ton has often been overlooked dur-
ing _their " two  championship

Vuumaya(ummn before a sel-
Tout crowd of more than 2,700 at the
Delaware Fieldhouse, Shelton was
in he spolgh a the Indians ral-

ed {0 beat rappy Howard 4847
it i o e Delaware High
School Boys Basketball Tourna-
ment to clam thei second sirighi
state championship.

While Howard's tenacious 1-2-2
one defense eldRayne and Spence

L pains each, Selon, o -
{oct3 Topwir, in a gamy
bigh 20 o A0 01 16 ohos
from the field and grabbed nine
bounds.

Stelton was impressive in_the
clutch, scoring 10 points in the final
riod. His pressure follow-up bas-
et after his own miss with 1:14
renaining gave Tndan Rivr the
leagorkeps 47
“Toplay I elmsmﬁlechﬁmpmn-
ship game really makes me'feel
00d, " said Shelton, who was an All-
tate end in footbail last fall and is
alsoan outstanding baseball player.
“On that basket at the end, 1 was
going to pass the ball back to Char-
lie (Rayne) after I got the rebound,
bt | decided totry a e inger
roll to the bucket and it w
“Charlle and Mat gt Toostofthe
credi, bl sometimes 6o to, Tt
fesls veabetler wiorig (v s
time. T just wish I had a couy p]emre
years left, T would like to do it all
over again, Howard really played
vellinfhe irsthalf, bt e el the
*Shlton cappe b clch pectors
mance by grabbing a rebound after
Howard's Jeff Lott missed a jump
shot with 17 seconds left and the
Indians clinging to 2 48-45 lead.
“Chrisalways lays grea for usin
the big games,” said Coach Dave
Cook i he fblation ofte Indian
River locker
“Last year in the championsp
game (a 6665 win over Cape Henlo-
pen), he came offthe bench to score
14 points and hit four big foul shots
in the closing minutes to help us
win. I just think Chris was going at a
little faster pace than everybody
else. Chrs is just a great ahlete.
Good all-around athletes like Chris

IR does it when it counts, too

“Wha Shelton did today — that's
Indian River,” said Coach Joe Hus-
sey of Howard. “Last year when
everybody was expecting Rayne to
do everything, it was Spence. This

‘I just wish I had a couple
more years left. I would
like to do it all over
again. Howard really
played well in tne irst
half, but we felt the sec-
ond half was ours.”

Chris Shelton

Jear it was Stelon, Yes, he did
rt us. 1 think everybody on the
court_today played "above their
apiliess

0 grabbed a game-hiy
15 re{on:ndl, and Spence, Tl i
a l)'rglcll chich game forShelon.

surprise m

he can doit. He did i astyear, said

e, wiise big
with 5:02 left tied the game 41-41.
He made two free throws last year
to ice e wm over Cape. He' hiat

1)

s ey stop Charle o e, some-

one else wil do something for us.

That's the way this team is.” said
pence, Who lans to continue the

celebration by gettingmarried
e s month. oday. Chrs was

‘Rayne el helton was the man to
el Howards defeaive raegy.
“When they keyed on Matt and
me, that it Chris open; said
Rayne, who played in
championship games in hi brilliant
four-year career. “They left Shelton
wide open and he was hitting that
vaselne umper”
Despite his credentials in football
and basketball, Shelton is leaning
toward a baseball career. He has
been offred a (ll oabal sholr.
ship to Delavare State, but sald
baseball is his No. 1 love
" have a baseball game on Tues-
day” said Shelton. "My baseball
coach s Joe Palermo and he has
already talked to a couple pro
scouts. If I can get a good contract
and still be able {o get a free educa-
ton, il gowith basebll. T really
ove baseball. I can play left fiel
caichandpl I can dottall”
ris is a greal baseball
player sid Cooke “The scouts
ught o sign im0 pro contract,
He makes things happen. I w
glad to'have him out there e Bk
Tast two years.”
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