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During this, the holiday season, I pause to express my sincere gratitude.

I am thankful to have the opportunity serve the District I have loved and been a part of for more than 50 years. I 
attended Clear Lake City Elementary, Webster Intermediate and graduated from Clear Lake High School. I was 
proud to serve as an assistant principal, elementary and high school principal and most recently as assistant 
superintendent of secondary education. After a brief retirement, I had the opportunity to return home to CCISD 
and serve alongside the best leadership team, teachers and staff in the state.

What further energizes me is this community’s support system for student success. Because of this caring 
network, CCISD students have the capacity to explore their talents and passions while receiving the best 
education foundation, propelling each to achieve, contribute and lead with integrity wherever they go.

From National Merit Scholars and International Science Fair winners, to World Robotics tournament champions 
and UIL Marching Band state competitors, each and every student achievement is the reflection of the 
commitment by a host of devoted teachers and our community at large.  

I have a proverb I reference; “Alone we go fast. Together, we go far.” I am looking forward to going far to provide 
the best for our students.  

Wishing you a joyful holiday season and a healthy and prosperous 2023. 

Karen Engle, Ed.D. 
Clear Creek ISD Superintendent of Schools

A Message from The Superintendent
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2017 Clear Creek ISD 
Bond Nearing Completion
Only two major projects remain from the 2017 Bond Program. Since its approval 
more than five years ago by Clear Creek ISD taxpayers, the district has completed 
nearly 60 total construction projects that have improved learning environments for 
students and staff and have upgraded major district department buildings to support 
collaboration and innovation. 

Final Major Projects

Whitcomb Elementary, originally constructed in 1967, and Ross Elementary, 
constructed in 1965, were two of seven schools brought forth during the 2017 Bond 
proposals that were at least 50 years old. These final two major renovations and 
additions at each of the campuses will bring them up to current learning and safety 
standards. Construction for both schools is expected to be completed in the summer 
of 2023. 

Ribbon Cuttings at Four Campuses

Last spring, ribbon-cutting ceremonies were held at Ed White E-STEM Magnet 
School, Hall E-STEM Magnet School and Landolt Elementary to celebrate their 
completed major renovations and a Rededication Ceremony was held for the 
newly-rebuilt Clear View High School. Many of these projects began in May 2020 at 
the height of the Coronavirus pandemic and finished on time or ahead of schedule. 
Students and staff are enjoying their new, state-of-the-art spaces that offer new 
opportunities for learning.

Community, staff and students 
celebrated their new schools during 
ribbon cuttings at Ed White Elementary 
(top), Hall Elementary (middle) and 
Landolt Elementary (bottom)



THE COMMUNICATOR • GOLD EDITION • FALL 2022

After a 2-year hiatus, the CCISD Senior to Senior Prom 
returned in style last spring at Clear Lake High School.

Seniors representing every CCISD high school hosted 
more than 200 “over 60” guests for “A Walk in the Park” 
themed prom with dinner, student performances and 
dancing, in thanks for their support throughout their 
K-12 journey. Local parks including Armand Bayou 
Nature Center, Nassau Bay and League City parks, 
Exploration Green and Harris County Precinct 2 parks 
were on hand to share information on their park system 
amenities with visitors. 

Mark Your Calendar for the 2023 Senior to 
Senior Prom! 
The 2023 Senior to Senior Prom is set for Thursday, 
March 30 at the newly rebuilt Clear View High School. 
For an invitation, be sure to apply for a Gold Card at 
ccisd.net/goldcard.

Return of the 
CCISD Senior to 
Senior Prom

The following community sponsors make the Senior to 
Senior Prom possible

Clear Creek Education Foundation 
Celebrates 30 Years
At its annual awards dinner on November 10, 2022, the 
Clear Creek Education Foundation (CCEF) recognized 
outstanding alumni who graduated from Clear Creek ISD 
schools as well as community members.  

Award recipients included: 

George B. Carlisle Distinguished Service Award for 
consistent demonstration of commitment to CCISD over 
time: Dr. Greg Smith

Distinguished Alumni Award presented to individuals who 
are CCISD alumni and are now accomplished professionals 
who support their community: Jose Perez, Clear Brook 
High School, Class of 1993; Rebecca Valdez, Clear Creek 
High School, Class of 1992; Stephanie Murphy, Clear Lake 
High School, Class of 1996; and Lauren Leal, Clear Springs 
High School, Class of 2011.   

Valor Award in honor of a public servant who has gone 
above and beyond the call of duty: Mr. Alberto Perez 

Dennis Johnson Memorial Small Business Award is 
presented to a small business owner within CCISD who 
demonstrates an unwavering commitment through 
participation in multiple activities: Jim and Jane Sweeney, 
Minuteman Press 

2022 CCISD Citizen of the Year goes to an outstanding 
member of the community who demonstrates commitment 
to CCISD and excellence through volunteer efforts: Mr. 
Lucien Junkin 

CCEF Executive Director Deborah Laine, CCISD Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Karen Engle, George B. Carlisle Distinguished Service 
Award honoree Dr. Greg Smith, CCEF 2022 Chairman Kelli Byrd
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The CCISD Athletic Hall of Honor inducted its newest members at a ceremony and reception on 
September 17, 2022 at the CCISD Challenger Columbia Stadium. 
The distinguished alumni were surrounded by friends and family as their legacy of accomplishments was celebrated as 
the seventh class of the CCISD Athletic Hall of Honor.  

The Athletic Hall of Honor is a 501c(3) established in 2016 and each year encompasses a specific era, folding in CCISD high 
schools as they were created. To qualify for induction in 2022, the nominees must have been a graduate of Webster, Clear 
Creek, Clear Lake or Clear Brook high schools between the years of 1948 and 1997. Nominations are now open for the 
Class of 2023. Visit ccisd.net/hall-of-honor for more information.

CCISD Athletic Hall of Honor 
Welcomes Class of 2022 

The following individuals were inducted as the 
Class of 2022:

Coach Honorees

Lanny Landtroop*, Clear Creek High School, 1966-1972, 
Clear Lake High School, 1972-1986 (Swimming) 

Janis Balsamo, Clear Lake High School, 1979-2004 (Golf) 

Student Athlete Honorees:  

Charles “Chuck” Trcka Jr.*, Clear Creek High School, 1958 
(Basketball, Baseball, Football) 

Margaret Spence McGraw, Clear Lake High School, 1983 
(Volleyball, Basketball) 

Kristina Predmore Godina, Clear Lake High School, 1984 
(Volleyball, Golf) 

Ellie Gibson, Clear Lake High School, 1985 (Golf) 

Shad Smith, Clear Creek High School, 1985 (Baseball, 
Football, Basketball) 

Richard R. Barnwell*, Clear Lake High School, 1986 
(Baseball) 

Scott Sheldon, Clear Lake High School, 1987 (Baseball) 

Scott A. Jones, Clear Lake High School, 1993 (Swimming) 

Team Honorees:  
Visit ccisd.net/hall-of-honor to view names of team members.

Clear Creek Boys Football: 1964 (Season Record 9-1) 

Clear Lake Boys Swimming: 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984 (UIL 5A 
State Champions)

Members of the Clear Lake High School Boys State Champion 
Swim Team, spanning 1981 to 1984

Class of 2022 Inductees Ellie Bibson and Kristina Predmore 
Godina with friends with friends and teammates
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Clear Lake High School Turns 50 
Clear Lake High School celebrated 50 years on October 7-9, 2022, during several special events 
for alumni and the community. 

The weekend’s sizable and spirited turn out for Clear Lake High School’s 50th Anniversary Celebrations may just be 
indisputable proof that the school’s motto, “Once a Falcon, Always a Falcon,” passes the test of time.   

Clear Lake High School opened its doors in 1972 to relieve crowding at the District’s first high school campus, Clear Creek 
High School, due to the flourishing human spaceflight program and continued influx of employees to the NASA Johnson 
Space Center from all around the United States.  

The weekend of celebrations included the Clear Lake High School Homecoming game at CCISD Challenger Columbia 
Stadium, where alumni took to centerfield for recognition during halftime; guided tours of the “new” Clear Lake High 
School which was rebuilt in 2018; a 50th Anniversary Ceremony featuring a musical showcase of alumni and student 
choirs and musicians; the 50th Family Fun Day on the grounds of Clear Lake High School; and, an epic basketball game 
between alumni and current team members played on Lynn McDonald court in Krueger Fieldhouse. 

For the full story and more photos, visit ccisd.net/alumni

Alumni and current team members and coaches battled at Krueger Fieldhouse 
during a basketball game celebrating Clear Lake’s High School’s 50th anniversary.

Clear Lake High School Orchestra Director Bryan Buffaloe 
conducts an orchestra comprised of current students and 
alumni musicians.

Clear Lake High School alumni representing graduating classes 
of the 1970s wave to fans at Challenger Columbia Stadium
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Each year, students from 
across the District create 
their own unique holiday 
card designs in hopes 
of being selected for the 
District’s official holiday 
cards sent to employees and 
community throughout the 
holiday season. 

Pablo Tovar
Clear Brook High School

Joanna Long
Clear Lake High School

Emma York
Clear Creek High School

Emma Moore
Clear Springs High School

Kaylea Meza
Landolt Elementary

E’lan Tyrrell
Clear Creek Intermediate

Blaise Sanders
Hyde Elementary

Allison Bell
Clear Falls High School

Riya Mahesh
League City Intermediate

Silvia Soare
Seabrook Intermediate

Grayson Smith
Ferguson Elementary

Camila Zapata
Gilmore Elementary

Alexis Belanger
Victory Lakes Intermediate

Student Talent Featured 
in CCISD 2023 Holiday 
Card Series



THE COMMUNICATOR • GOLD EDITION • FALL 2022

For grandparents highly engaged in 
their grand children’s educational 
journey, or those serving as the child’s 
legal guardian, CCISD provides 
resources and supports to help navigate 
your student’s K-12 path. 

At a recent Parent Academy event, CCISD 
licensed specialists focused on positive behavioral 
strategies, how to manage emotions, and key 
components to academic success.

To watch a few helpful videos of the sessions, visit  
ccisd.net/parentacademy

The CCISD family is fortunate to be supported by a community of hardworking and big-hearted 
volunteers. Your time, skills and expertise are valued and needed! You are invited to explore the 
following CCISD volunteer opportunities.

Serve as a Science Fair Judge 

CCISD’s Annual Science & Engineer 
Fair is well underway, and judges are 
needed to evaluate the hard work 
and research projects of elementary 
and secondary students. Judges are 
provided with clear instructions and 
supports to evaluate projects. 

Elementary judging is already taking 
place and secondary judging is 
scheduled for January 13, 2023.  

Visit ccisd.net/sef to learn more and 
register. 

Be a Watch D.O.G.S. Volunteer 

Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great 
Students) are fathers and father figures 
who serve their neighborhood campus 
by being an extra set of eyes and ears 
and added level of support for CCISD 
students.  

Watch D.O.G.S. also serve as male 
models for students, demonstrating 
by their presence that education is 
important.  

Visit ccisd.net/watchdogs to learn  
more and register.

Mentor an At-Risk Student 

A mentor may be that one caring adult, 
most often for a student who is at 
risk, and who can provide meaningful 
interaction with a student to support 
and enhance their educational and life 
experience. CCISD proudly partners 
with the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
organization and other individuals 
and organizations to create mentoring 
opportunities. 

Contact Keonsha Bernard at 
281.284.0083 to explore CCISD’s 

mentor programs.

Because student safety is paramount in CCISD, to volunteer or mentor in CCISD schools, future volunteers must 
complete an on-line application. Completing the application permits CCISD to conduct a criminal background check 
prior to clearing an individual to serve on a CCISD campus. Visit ccisd.net/volunteer-mentor for more information 
and to apply. 

Connect directly with key departments in CCISD: 
• Office of Communications, 281-284-0020 
• Parent Assistance Center, 281-284-0249 
• Athletics, 281-284-2845 
• Career and Technical Education, 281-284-2283 
• Child Nutrition Services, 281-284-0700 
• Special Services, 281-284-0750 
• Special Education Parent Resource Center, 281-284-0751
• Technology, 281-284-4357 
• Transportation, 281-284-0600 
• Visual and Performing Arts, 281-284-2787

Grand Learning 

You Can Be The Difference
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CCISD Continues 
Streak of Tax Rate 
Reductions 
The Clear Creek ISD Board of Trustees adopted the 
2022 tax rate during the September Regular Meeting, 
which is the lowest tax rate in more than 30 years. 

The total adopted rate is $1.1146 per $100 taxable value, 
which is a decrease of 6.51 cents from last year. 

The tax rate consists of two components, the 
maintenance and operations tax rate of $.8446 and the 
interest and sinking tax rate of $0.27. The maintenance 
and operations rate, which is about a 4.51-cent 
reduction from 2021, is a result of the Texas Education 
Agency’s Maximum Compressed Rate calculation 
and is at the lowest possible rate without incurring 
financial penalties. There is also a 2-cent reduction in 
the interest and sinking rate from last year. 

Taxable property values have seen an increase of 
10% from last year. This year Texas voters approved 
an increase in the state homestead exemption from 
$25,000 to $40,000. This is in addition to the 5% local 
homestead exemption provided by CCISD. This year’s 
tax levy on an average residence in CCISD will be 
reduced by $17.51. 

The 2022-2023 general fund budget of $366.7 million 
was also approved at the August meeting which 
included a 2-7% salary increase for all employees. 

2022 Tax Rate

$1.1146$1.1146


