NORTH ANDOVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
566 Main Street
North Andover, MA 01845
Phone: 978-794-1503
Fax: 978-794-0231

January 6, 2023

Dear North Andover Families:
It is hard to believe that we are already into the first month of the new year. It has been a busy year filled with
continued opportunities for staff growth through professional learning opportunities. Some new opportunities

that have been attended by our teachers include:

On December 8, elementary teachers and teaching assistants attended professional development with
Karen Janowski from Ed Tech Solutions on Using Technology to Facilitate Learning, specifically
Google Read & Write with Orbitnote. Middle School and High School will be scheduled for this
training as well as for future professional development.

e In December, many of our educators took advantage of an opportunity to enroll in a free course
through Coursera and Yale University titled Overcoming Dyslexia.

e On January 13, 2023, teachers from both NAMS and NAHS will participate in professional
development with Lisa Dieker. Lisa was our 2022-2023 keynote speaker. She will be continuing her
message and teachings around inclusive practices to use for all learners.

e Continued work with Pam Ely and her colleagues from the Ely Center centered around best practices
to serve our students with speech and language needs.

Our work with the district ELA and Math coaches continues.
Our work with Emily Platt to further embed UDL into classrooms throughout the district will
continue throughout the year.

On January 1, 2023, the Boston Globe printed an article about the new Community Behavioral Health Centers
(CBHC:s) that are now in effect as of January 1, 2023. This is a new resource that was put into place at the state
level to assist with the mental health needs that continue to impact all aspects of education. Our local center is
located at Beth Israel Lahey Behavioral Health Services, 12 Methuen St., Lawrence, MA 01840. This Center
services Andover, North Andover, Methuen, and Lawrence. You can find additional information from the state
located here.

Our SEPAC had a successful celebration of SEPAC Awareness on November 18. Keep an eye out for future
events on the SEPAC Facebook Page for more information about any upcoming events and meetings.

In early December, I was able to join Mrs. McGinnis’s reading class from NAMS while they read to students
in Mrs. Duvall’s classroom at the ABECC. It was so incredibly impressive to see how our Middle School
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https://www.ber.org/store/products/Grades-K-6-Facilitating-the-Classroom-Learning-of-Students-with-Asperger-Syndrome-and-High-Function-Autism.aspx
https://www.texthelp.com/products/read-and-write-education/for-google-chrome/
https://www.coursera.org/learn/dyslexia
http://www.lisadieker.com/
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2023/01/01/metro/states-front-door-behavioral-health-care-set-open-demand-services-soars/?fbclid=IwAR0JupaBeemLXMj_ryW0vSw4iJF7prGJlBsSZagcl9MhueP7FmhFU1UI4sY
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/community-behavioral-health-centers?utm_source=WBUR+Editorial+Newsletters&utm_campaign=ccda9e47f1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_01_03_12_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d0781a0a0c-ccda9e47f1-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1666786407/northandoverpublicschoolscom/xtpyob4zux5gv8uw0ugt/SEPACAwarenessPDF.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/NorthAndoverPAC

students presented themselves to younger students and how grateful and excited the kindergarten classroom
students were to have them in their class.

With the assistance of Rick Galante and Community Programs, we recently developed a new partnership with
InclYOUsion Sports. InclYOUsion Sports offers inclusive and fun opportunities for students with diverse
needs to participate in sports enrichment programs. A new session has just started. You find more information
on the Community Programs page of the North Andover Public Schools website. There are class sign-ups

available for 3-6-vear-olds and 7-10-year-olds.

As I have stated previously, I encourage you all to reach out to me, your building principal, or the
building-based evaluation team leaders/administrator if you have any questions or concerns about your
student’s special education services.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Marci Boccuzzi
Executive Director of Special Education
North Andover Public Schools
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https://inclyousionsports.com/
https://register.capturepoint.com/reg/cat_program_list_detail.cfm?season_id=17053&program_id=1821893
https://register.capturepoint.com/reg/cat_program_list_detail.cfm?season_id=17053&program_id=1821895

