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The development staff have made a sincere effort to ensure information contained in the annual report is accurate and complete.   

If you were a contributor to Aquinas between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022 and your name has been omitted, misspelled, or is 

listed incorrectly, please advise us by calling 314-256-8856 or email give@ai.edu. 

F  �Our Mission statement: Impelled by the Catholic faith and the Dominican mission, Aquinas Institute of Theology 
educates men and women to preach, to teach, to minister, and to lead

F  Founded in 1925 

F  Sponsored by the Dominican Central Province of St. Albert the Great

F  In partnership with the Dominican Southern Province of St. Martin de Porres

F  Designated as a Center for Institutional Studies by the Order of Preachers

F  12 full-time faculty

F  12 full-time administrative staff

F  100 students 

F  14 Dominican student brothers

F  Up to twelve full and partial merit and/or need based scholarships awarded annually

F  �1,900 graduates in a wide range of ministerial positions through the United States including Catholic healthcare 
mission leaders, parish leadership and pastoral associates, university campus ministers, non-profit executive 
leadership, social justice advocates, hospital chaplains, youth ministries, academic administration, college 
professors, high school theology teachers

at a glance



2021-22 annual report   |   3  

A Message from the President

Dear Friends of Aquinas Institute,

The preparation of our Annual Report is a time to reflect on the myriad 
ways that Aquinas Institute’s Board of Trustees, faculty, staff, students, 
and alumni worked to advance our mission preparing the next 
generation of Church leaders to go forth into the world preaching the 
Gospel in word and deed. 

In the following pages, you will see highlights of yet another remarkable 
year at Aquinas Institute followed by a long list of our friends who have 
very generously supported our mission. We consider each one of you 
our partner in mission – the work that we are undertaking and the 
many successes you will see in the coming pages would not be possible 
without your support. 

As we prepare this report near the end of the calendar year, exhortations to show gratitude to others abound and  
we begin a new liturgical year preparing our hearts and minds for the gift that is Christmas, the Word made Flesh.   
I have no doubt that thanks to your generosity, we will continue to build on our great tradition of almost one 
hundred years of offering excellent theological education and ministerial formation. The gifts that you offer –  
your commitment, support, hard work, and love for our school gives – me hope for its future. I am humbled  
and honored to lead Aquinas Institute, and I am deeply grateful to all the members of our community. 

Be assured of the prayers of the Dominicans and the Aquinas community and please keep the needs of  
Aquinas Institute in your prayers as well. 

Fr. Mark E. Wedig, OP, PhD
president
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A Message from the Chair of the Board of Trustees

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Aquinas Institute of Theology, 
it is my pleasure to present this Annual Report for our fiscal year 
2021-22. Founded in 1925 and sponsored by the Dominican 
Central Province of St. Albert the Great, Aquinas Institute is 
designated by the Dominican Order as one of its Centers for 
Institutional Studies. Aquinas provides education and formation for 
Dominican friars studying for both the Central Province and for the 
Southern Province of St. Martin de Porres. The two provinces 
collaborate not only in the religious and priestly formation of their 
brothers but also provide a rich array of theological programs and 
formation opportunities for other men and women of religious life, 
for men preparing for the deaconate, and for lay women and men 
who are preparing for life-long service to the Church.  

First and foremost, we especially want to recognize and thank our many friends for their 
support. In particular, we are grateful for an anonymous benefactor who enabled us to retire 
all our building debts, further opening the way for us to build our Foundation and to 
strengthen our mission. Without all our friends and benefactors, we could not achieve our 
mission, which is to educate men and women “to preach, to teach, to minister, and to lead.” 
Among the roster of our donors, you will find the names of many generous individuals and 
groups who have faithfully given to this prestigious institution over the years, as well the 
names of many new friends — all partners whose generosity furthers the education and 
formation of the next generation of preachers, teachers and leaders.

The Report also highlights many items of interest and achievement within the last fiscal year. 
We are especially proud of our first five Aquinas Scholars who graduated in May 2022, and of 
our five new Scholars who were accepted into programs for the upcoming academic year in 
August 2022. The Aquinas Scholars program covers all the awardees’ tuition, books, fees and 
provides a living stipend. Our donors have been remarkable in helping us to assist many 
qualified men and women who would not otherwise be able to afford their graduate 
theological education in the Catholic and Dominican tradition. 

During much of the last fiscal year the Administration and Board developed and approved our 
new Five-Year Strategic Plan, In Medio Ecclesiae: Preaching in Word and Deed. Following in the 
footsteps of St. Dominic de Guzman, who intentionally centered himself in the middle of the 
Church, Aquinas Institute, which is geographically located in the middle of the United States, 
also strives to find its theological home “in the middle of the Church.” In a time when 
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2021-2022
board of trustees

Daniel L. O’Brien, Chair
Fr. Thomas M. Condon, OP,  
Vice-Chair

Jennie Weiss Block, OP 
John M. Czarnetzky 
Angie Doerr
Dan Foley 
Craig George
Steve J. Givens
Fr. Samuel P. Hakeem, OP 
Mary L. Hill
Lucie F. Huger
Jennie D. Latta
Fr. James V. Marchionda, OP 
Denis McCusker
Fr. Jorge Presmanes, OP
Fr. Marcos Ramos, OP
Brian P. Reardon
Fr. Edward M. Ruane, OP 
John Sauer 
Fr. Kevin Stephens, OP
Barbara Thibodeau 
Rev. John Rogers Vien 
David Wenzel 
Brian Yanofchick

Fr. Mark E. Wedig, OP 
President 

Fr. Michael A. Mascari, OP 
Academic Dean and Vice-President 

Sr. Sara Fairbanks, OP 
Faculty Representative 

ecclesial and societal institutions are divided and polarized, Aquinas’ 
theological mission to stand in medio Ecclesiae characterizes our way of 
striving for Truth and contributing to the life of the Church in its mission 
of proclaiming the Good News. 

In response to the 2021-22 Church Synod, Aquinas will focus on new 
forms of community engagement and evangelization, giving special 
emphasis to those under-represented in the Church, especially Hispanic and 
Black Catholics, those disengaged from the Church, and those without any 
religious affiliation. At the end of the fiscal year, we received a large grant 
from the Lilly Foundation to staff our new Center for Community 
Engagement and Evangelization.

The 2021 Greater Preacher Award was a great success — our first partially 
“live” event during the COVID-19 pandemic. The award was granted 
posthumously to Fr. Ralph Seifert, SM, former President of Chaminade 
College Preparatory School, and to Sr. Mary Catherine Hilkert, OP, a 
professor of theology at the University of Notre Dame, who specializes in 
the theology of proclamation. As always, the award and its awardees reflect 
Aquinas Institute’s commitment to recognize and promote quality 
preaching in both word and deed, as well as by growing our scholarship 
opportunities.

As always, I am especially grateful to our Trustees, who are very active on 
our Board Committees and contribute 100% in our fundraising efforts.  
We are all proud to support the outstanding leadership of Aquinas.  
Our President, Father Mark Wedig, OP, our Academic Dean, Fr. Michael 
Mascari, OP, and all our staff, faculty and students are especially encouraged 
and filled with hope by the generosity of our friends and benefactors. It is a 
great privilege to serve in this outstanding community. 

Grateful always in St. Dominic,

Dan O’Brien, PhD
chair, aquinas institute board of trustees  
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Drawing on the inspiration of St. Dominic, who 
intentionally centered himself in the middle of the 
Church (in medio Ecclesiae) so as to reach a broad 
spectrum of persons and perspectives in his study of the 
Word of God and his preaching, we at Aquinas Institute 
of Theology also purposefully place ourselves in medio 
Ecclesiae — where the Truth can be encountered. It is 
from the center of both the Church and society that 
Aquinas Institute is situated to strategically plan for 
the next five years. 

Thanks to a 2021 Pathways Lilly Endowment grant 
for assessment and planning, we were able to gather 
pivotal information from various constituencies of 
our alumni and students that provided insights for 
the initial structure of our planning. The unique 
focus on the role of Aquinas in the intellectual life 
of our sponsoring Province of St. Albert the Great 
also helped to guide us with principles to set the 
framework of our overarching goals. The student-
needs assessment and alumni survey especially aided us in 
determining clear pathways and their related objectives for 
the next generation of Aquinas graduates. 

The structure of the Five-Year Strategic Plan takes its form 
from our Vision for 2027; it is inspired by “the middle 
way” of St. Dominic yet focused both on the inclusive 
ecclesial strategies of Pope Francis and our attentiveness to 
the rapidly changing demographics of the Church in the 
United States. 

Over the next five years we will implement a plan that 
will enable Aquinas Institute of Theology to flourish in its 
intellectual mission to preach the Word of God, so that 
others may join us in pursuing the saving and life-giving 
Truth of Jesus Christ. 

In medio Ecclesiae: Preaching in Word and Deed

Vision for 2027 

A Five-Year Strategic Plan has been completed.

FIVE-YEAR  STRATEGIC PLAN

In Medio Ecclesiae: Preaching in Word and Deed

JULY 1, 2022 – JUNE 30, 2027

St. Dominic stood “in the middle 

of the Church, opened his  

mouth and the Lord filled him 

with a spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, clothing  

him with a robe of glory.”  

It is from this same place,  

in medio Ecclesiae,  

that we seek to go forth. 
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Aquinas Institute strives to be a catalyst 
for evangelization through lay formation 
and education. In the spirit of our patron, 
St. Thomas Aquinas, the Dominican saint 
and doctor of the church, Aquinas Institute 
of Theology is proud to offer the Aquinas 
Institute Scholars Award. This award 
provides multiple full-tuition, merit-based 
scholarships for full-time, residential students 
in select masters programs. The Aquinas 
Institute Scholars Award also provides a 
stipend for books and housing, as well as 
work-study opportunities. 

In the fall of 2020, we welcomed our inaugural class of five 
Aquinas Scholars. These students came to us from Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, California, Florida, and Texas with an impressive 
array of ministerial experience and educational backgrounds. 
All five students successfully completed their studies with us 
and graduated in May 2022. Each of the students have begun 

Aquinas Institute Scholars Program 

Inaugural Class of  
Aquinas Scholars Graduate

In the fall of 2020, we welcomed  

our inaugural class of five  

Aquinas Scholars, all of whom  

graduated in May 2022. 

the next phase of their career with work in school counseling, 
hospital chaplaincy, parish ministry, working with Trappist 
Monks, and beginning doctoral studies. Congratulations to 
our Scholars — we thank them for their service to the church 
and the world and for broadening the reach of the mission 
of Aquinas Institute. 
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The second class of Aquinas Scholars began studies in Fall 2021 and  

are no less impressive than their predecessors.

A New Class of Aquinas Scholars 

Master of Divinity Program

Emmanuel (Manny) Diaz 

Education:	 Saint Leo University, Saint Leo, FL 
 		  Bachelor of Arts – Religion Major

	 Salesians of St. John Bosco Seminary, Orange, NJ 
 		  2015-2018

Related 
Experience:	� F 	 �Coordinator of Community Outreach, Merrimack College       

Augustinian Volunteers, North Andover, MA
	 F 	� Communications Assistant, Saint Joseph Catholic Church, Tampa, FL
	 F 	� Director of Communications, Mary Help of Christians Center, Tampa, FL

Emma Grace Johnson
Education:	� Berry College, Mount Berry, GA 

 	 Bachelor of Arts – Religion and Philosophy Major

 		  Bachelor of Science – Psychology Major

Related 
Experience:	� F 	� Confirmation Catechist, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Rome, GA
	 F 	� LifeTeen Core Team Member, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Rome, GA
	 F 	 �Leadership Team Student Coordinator,   

Berry College Gate of Opportunity Scholars Program
	 F 	 �Leadership Team Programming Assistant,  

Berry College Gate of Opportunity Scholars Program
	 F 	 �Student Supervisor of Athletics Office Operations,   

Berry College Athletic Department

SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Preparing the Next Generation  

of Ministers for the Catholic Church

The Aquinas Institute 
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Elizabeth (Beth) Rheaume 
Education:	 Webster University, St. Louis, MO 
 		�  Master of Arts – Human Resources Management and Development

	 Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL 
 		�  Bachelor of Science – Early Childhood Education Major

Related 
Experience:	� F 	 �Level III Catechist, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd,  

St. Nicholas Roman Catholic Church
	� F 	� Level I and II Assistant Catechist, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd,  

St. Nicholas Roman Catholic Church
	� F 	 Parish Council Secretary, St. Nicholas Roman Catholic Church
	 F  �Youth Ministry Leadership Board, St. Nicholas Roman Catholic Church

	 F 	 Human Resources Generalist, Enterprise, St. Louis, MO

Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies

Master of Arts in Theology

Josh Ostertag
Education:	� Thomas More University, Crestview Hills, KY 

 	 Bachelor of Arts – Theology Major, History and Philosophy Minors

	 Pontifical College Josephinum, Columbus, OH 
Related 
Experience:	� F 	 Eighth Grade CCD Teacher, St. Catherine of Siena, Ft. Thomas, KY 

F 	� Eighth Grade PREP Teacher, St. Joseph Parish, Crescent Springs, KY
	 F 	 �Confirmation Preparation Instructor,  Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Burlington, KY

Rafael Piña Valdez
Education:	 Universidad Panamericana, Guadalajara, Mexico 
 		  Specialization in Anthropology and Ethics

	 Tecnologico de Monterrey, Guadalajara, Mexico 
 		  Bachelor of Science – Industrial and Systems Engineering Major

	 Catholic Biblical Institute, Archdiocese of Guadalajara, Mexico 
 		  Diploma in Sacred Scriptures

Related 
Experience:	� F 	 �Head of Theology subjects within Humanities Department, Universidad 

Panamericana, Guadalajara, Mexico
	 F 	� Professor, General Academic Coordinator for ‘Specialization in 

Anthropology and Ethics’ Program, Universidad Panamericana, 
Guadalajara, Mexico

	 F 	� Television Host, Maria Vision, Guadalajara, Mexico

	 F 	� Chief Content Officer, Maria Vision, Guadalajara, Mexico
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In November 2021, Aquinas Institute of Theology presented 
the Great Preacher Award to Sr. Mary Catherine Hilkert, 
OP, Professor, University of Notre Dame and posthumously 
to Fr. Ralph Siefert, SM, longtime President of Chaminade 
College Preparatory in 
St. Louis. Established 
27 years ago, the Great 
Preacher Award honors 
preachers who proclaim, 
in word and deed, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the coming and 
presence of the reign of 
God. 

The planning committee looked forward to gathering in 
person again after the virtual 2020 Great Preacher event. 
Sr. Cathy is a well-respected and well-loved former faculty 
member at Aquinas and many alumni and friends expressed 
their hope of celebrating with her in person.  However, due 
to a serious surge in covid cases, it was decided that it would 
be best to host a virtual event again in 2021. Additionally, 
we were saddened by the death of Fr. Ralph in September. 
Fr. Ralph was a master preacher, a scholar, and dedicated 
minister and priest, and Aquinas Institute of Theology was 
honored to posthumously recognize his life and contribution 
to Church life, along with that of that of Sr. Cathy, with the 
Great Preacher Award. 

The funds raised at this event are used to support our 
internationally recognized preaching program and assists 
us in preparing the next generation of men and women 
who, like our esteemed honorees, will go forth and preach 
the Gospel in word and deed. 

Aquinas Institute would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to all those who attended and to our 37 event 
sponsors. Over $130,000 was raised at this event to 
support the Great Preacher Award. We would also like 
to give a special thank you to our Committee Chairs,  

27th Annual Great  
Preacher Award 

Our annual awards event was held as both an 

in-person and virtual gathering.

George Avila
Jennie Weiss Block, OP 
Angie Doerr
Fr. Tom Condon, OP 
Lucie Huger and  
   Justin Nangle 
Dot and Larry LeGrand 
Nichole and Tom Lewis

Fr. Michael Mascari, OP 
Fr. James Marchionda, OP 
Daniel O’Brien
Fr. Mark E. Wedig, OP
Jill and Dave Wenzel
Ann Wittman
Brian Yanofchick 

gpa 2021 committee

chairs
Mary L. Hill 

Joanna and Chris Pelligreen 
Sr. Pat Twohill, OP 

committee

Fundraising Events

Mary L. Hill, Joanna and Chris Pelligreen, and Sr. Pat 
Twohill, OP and to all of the Great Preacher committee 
members. 

Our world desperately needs preachers who offer a word of 
hope by sharing the Good News of God’s love and mercy, 
and Aquinas Institute works to form preachers to follow 
in their footsteps. 
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Give STL Day is an annual event which raises money 
and awareness for nonprofits in the St. Louis region. This 
day of giving provides nonprofits with an opportunity 
to reconnect with donors, kindle new relationships, and 
promote their missions. Since its inception in 2014, Give 
STL Day has raised over $26.2 million. Give STL Day is 
a part of the St. Louis Community Foundation’s initiative 
to expand charitable giving in our community and to 
strengthen our local nonprofit sector. 

Emma Grace Johnson, Master of Divinity student and 
student worker for the development office, spearheaded 
the campaign this year. Johnson helped to create a 
marketing and communication plan and content, planned 
a power-hour event at Aquinas, and worked to get the 
entire Aquinas community excited to invite others to 
learn more about Aquinas Institute and the work that  
we do. Her hard work paid off — this year Aquinas raised 
$31,537.31 for GiveSTL Day — that is a 500% increase 
over our largest ever GiveSTL Day in 2019 and is larger 
than the prior four years combined! 

GiveSTL Day

GiveSTL Day Breaks Aquinas Record.

Fr. Mark Wedig, OP was able to secure a matched gift 
during our power hour from an anonymous donor.  We are 
incredibly grateful to that donor who matched the $13,000 
in donations made from Noon to 1 pm that day.

The work Emma Grace does to assist the development 
office is excellent preparation for her future career in 
ministry.  Lay leaders will need to have the skills to work 
alongside ordained leaders and her work on this campaign 
has further sharpened her leadership skills, as well as further 
training in volunteer coordination, fundraising, resource 
management, and marketing and communication. All of 
our student workers have the opportunity to supplement 
what they are learning in the classroom with meaningful 
work at Aquinas. 
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Good Things Happening at Aquinas

This year, Aquinas students handwrote personalized thank 
you notes to all of our donors. Students gathered over lunch 
four times this year, dividing up the list of donors among 
those gathered and spent their time between classes writing 
the notes to convey their gratitude. 

The students understand how crucial Aquinas donors are 
to their educational experience and are excited to have the 
opportunity to reach out to the donors directly.

Many good things are happening at 
Aquinas. As a show of confidence in the 
leadership and direction of Aquinas, an 
anonymous benefactor has made it possible 
for Aquinas to move closer to toward the 
goal of long-term financial sustainability. 
The mortgage on the building at 23 S. 
Spring and the construction loans which 
allowed Aquinas to move operations 
to the upper level have been paid in full.  
What an amazing gift. Aquinas is humbled by this 
investment in our mission.    

Students Express  
Gratitude to Donors

No More Mortgage! 

“  I know that our tuition does not cover the total cost of my education. 

It takes money to keep the lights on, to have high speed internet, to 

heat and air condition the building and I love that I can personally thank 

those people who make it possible for me to attend Aquinas.  ”
student
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Our mission statement — Impelled by the Catholic faith 
and the Dominican mission, Aquinas Institute of Theology 
educates men and women to preach, to teach, to minister, and  
to lead — identifies our school as an educational institution 
that is both Catholic and Dominican. Most people have 
a good sense of what it means to a Catholic school and 
Aquinas Institute is grateful and proud to be a part of the 
Catholic religious tradition and all it stands for and offers. 
However, what truly sets us apart from other fine Catholic 
schools is our Dominican identity. The following “Hallmarks 
of the Aquinas Way” describe what we believe sets Aquinas 
Institute apart from other schools of theology and ministry.   

Hallmarks of the Aquinas Way
F  � �Our engagement with and access to our Dominican 

heritage in the 800-year-old rich intellectual tradition of 
the Order of Preachers and its extraordinary contribution 
to the intellectual and pastoral life of the Catholic 
Church.	

F  � �At the heart of all our programs is the unique Dominican 
approach to education that holds as its primary purpose 
a search for Veritas, the One who is Truth himself, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whom we seek to encounter in all of 
our programs, coursework and campus life, and whom 
we seek to share through our mission of evangelization, 
namely to be useful by preaching and teaching for the 
salvation of every person.

F  � �Our theological orientation is informed and built 
upon the scholarship and intellectual legacy of the 
Dominicans of the River Forest School of Thomism 
and its interpretation of our great patron, St. Thomas 
of Aquinas whose study of the Word of God led him to 
engage the world positively in a pursuit of Truth that was 
expansive, comprehensive, and all-encompassing.

F  � � Aquinas Institute likewise undertakes its intellectual 
mission in the same spirit of St. Thomas by following 
his example. We seek the Truth of Christ as it has been 
revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures and Tradition 
of the Church and we strive to understand it by our 
engagement with others, with men and women from 
various cultures, backgrounds, and social strata, which 
is the contemporary reality of the Church and the world 
in our own time and place.

F  � �At Aquinas Institute, we place our theological study at the 
service of what Dominicans call the “Holy Preaching.” 
The Holy Preaching is not a discrete experience confined 
to a few minutes from the pulpit; rather for Dominicans it 
is an expression of our shared life, where as a community 
we seek to make a comprehensive and dynamic response 
to God’s presence in our lives and the world. Building 
on and from the Dominican preaching charism, we form 
men and women in a living community where professors 
and students learn from one another and where those 
who study with us are well-prepared to go forth into 
the world, preaching the Good News of Jesus Christ in 
word and deed.  

What Sets Us Apart from  
Other Theology and Ministry Schools?  

For more information about  

Aquinas Institute, please visit ai.edu

Caption....
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Aquinas Path for Tomorrow Project

The Aquinas Path for Tomorrow Project is being funded 
through Lilly Endowment’s Pathways for Tomorrow 
Initiative, a three-phase initiative designed to help 
theological schools across the United States and Canada as 
they prioritize and respond to the most pressing challenges 
they face as they prepare pastoral leaders for Christian 
congregations both now and into the future.

The central purpose and overarching goal of the Aquinas 
Path to Tomorrow Project is to strengthen Aquinas 
Institute’s mission to educate and form the next generation 
of ministerial leaders who will share the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ by actively participating in the emerging cultures 
of our religiously disengaged world. This commitment will 
position Aquinas — academically and operationally— for its 
long-term sustainability through two initiatives. The first 
is to establish a Center for Community Engagement and 

Evangelization that will provide opportunities for continuing 
formation, especially in preaching, administration, and 
community building, all of which are essential for engaging 
the emerging cultural realities of our time. The second is 
to develop a broad and inclusive institutional culture of 
philanthropy that will provide financial sustainability by 
lessening the school’s dependence on tuition revenue.

Aquinas President Fr. Mark Wedig, OP emphasizes that 
“Lilly Endowment’s funding of the Aquinas Path for 
Tomorrow Project will allow Aquinas Institute to achieve 
some of the pivotal goals and objectives of our new five-
year strategic plan. The Endowment’s grant monies will 
help Aquinas to extend its outreach beyond its academic 
degree programs and serve new groups of stakeholders for 
the generation to come”

Aquinas Institute of Theology has received a grant  
of $1 million from Lilly Endowment Inc.

Aquinas Institute of Theology

CENTER FOR COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT AND EVANGELIZATION
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Aquinas Institute of Theology is one of 105 theological 
schools receiving phase two grants. Together they represent 
the broad diversity of Christianity in the U.S. and Canada. 
The schools are affiliated with evangelical, mainline 
Protestant, nondenominational, Pentecostal, Orthodox, 
Catholic, Black church, Latino, Asian-American and historic 
peace church traditions (e.g., Church of the Brethren, 
Mennonite, Quakers).

“Theological schools have long played a pivotal role in 
preparing pastoral leaders for churches,” said Christopher 
L. Coble, the Endowment’s vice president for religion. 
“Today, these schools find themselves in a period of rapid 
and profound change. Through the Pathways Initiative, 
theological schools will take deliberate steps to address the 

challenges they have identified in ways that make the most 
sense to them.  We believe that their efforts are critical to 
ensuring that Christian congregations continue to have a 
steady stream of pastoral leaders who are well-prepared to 
lead the churches of tomorrow.”

The Pathways initiative is part of Lilly Endowment’s wider 
efforts to strengthen theological schools and other religious 
institutions and networks that prepare pastoral leaders to 
ensure that a diverse array of Christian congregations are 
guided by a steady stream of wise, faithful and well-prepared 
leaders.
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h  Board Member   |   y Alumnus   |    M  Both Alumni   |   6  Five Years of Consecutive Giving   |   g  Deceased

Word and Deed 
Annual Fund 
With gratitude to our Annual 
Fund Committee and to our 
donors who helped us to  
exceed our Annual Fund goal  
of $155,000. 

annual fund committee
Tom and Mary Jo Cummins, Chairs y 6

Jessica Adamsy

Sarah Bouly

Angie Doerr y h 6

Dan Foley h

Hsin-hsin Huang, PhD y 6

Orin Johnson  and Erin Hammond L 

Fr. James V. Marchionda, OP y h

Fr. Michael Mascari, OP y 

Michael Winters

st. dominic circle 
$10,000 and up

Anonymous

Stephen and Constance Bernier

James R. Hornsby Jr.

Marlyn Micheletto 6

Schwab Charitable Fund

Elizabeth M. and John G. Thometz, M.D.  
   Charitable Fund

With gratitude to the following individuals  

and companies for their generous support of  

Aquinas Institute of Theology. 

Aquinas Institute 
Scholars Program 

Benefactors  
We are grateful to the following friends of Aquinas 
Institute, each of whom have made a two- or three-
year commitment of $25,000 to $35,000 per year 
which makes it possible for Aquinas Institute to offer 
full-tuition merit scholarships with housing and 
book stipends to academically gifted lay men and 
women who desire to serve the Church.

Anonymous

Frank and Valerie Esposito 

Dcn. Patrick and Lyndy Toole

Fay Beth Wedig Trust

Dave and Jill Wenzel h y 6

2021-2022 DONORS



2021-22 annual report   |   17  

h  Board Member   |   y Alumnus   |    M  Both Alumni   |   6  Five Years of Consecutive Giving   |   g  Deceased

Sarah Doss 6

Thomas and Mary Duncan

Jim and Denise Easley

Jerome F. Forget y

Dorothy M. Gannon y 6

James Ganser y

Michael Garrido and Ann Garrido, DMinL 

John Gillis 6

Dcn. Dave and Vicki Harpring L 6

Sr. Beryl Herdt, OP 6

Tom and Barb Hilton

Joseph R. Impicciche

Orin Johnson and Erin HammondL 

Jack Lane

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Mavrogenes

The Denis and Susan McCusker Fund h

Art Mees 6

Celeste Mueller, DMin and Tom Muellery

Sr. Carmelita Murphy, OP y

Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Sean T. O’Rourke y

Priory of St. Dominic, Miami, FL 

Racine Dominicans 

Fr. Thomas Santen

Mark Scannell, DMin and Elaine Gaston y

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Scullion

Anthony Sgroi

Emily and Kevin Shull y 6

Greg and Mary Stephen

Barb and Mark Thibodeau h 6

Brian Abel Ragen, PhD

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Roberts

St. Dominic Priory, Dominican Friars  
   of Denver, CO 6

Ulrike and Tom Schlafly, Sycamore Tree 
    Charitable Fund 6

Russ and Debbie Smeds L 6

Southern Province of St. Martin de Porres 6

Ed and Alice Spitznagel

Donna and Jacques Thro y 6

Lee and Kathy Turner y 6

U.S. Charitable Fund

Lisa Wedig

Troy C. Woytek and Emma Harty y6

st. rose of lima circle   
$250 to $999

The Adeyemi Brothers

Anonymous

Cheryl and John Archibald y 6

Kevin N. Barrett

Dave and Mary Ellen Barringer

Msgr. Michael A. Becker y

Marie Bone and John Michael Clear 6

Gayle Bordlemay

Mary Alice Bramming 6

Rev. Don G. Brinkman 6

Martha Brune Rapp, DMin and  
   James Rapp y 6

st. thomas aquinas circle 
$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous

Jennie Weiss Block, OP h 6

Mary Etrick and Carol Pitcher

Selby and Richard McRae Foundation

Dcn. Patrick and Lyndy Toole

st. catherine of  
siena circle  
$2,500 to $4,999

Angie and Dale Doerr y h 6

Thomas and Cheryl Erman

Craig and Laraine George y h  6

Hsin-Hsin Huang, PhD y 6

Terry and Bo Mehan

Daniel L. O’Brien, PhD y h  6

John and Katie Sauer h

Dcn. Bill Smith, DMin y 6

Joe and Irene Souto

Brian Yanofchick h

st. albert the great circle   
$1,000 to $2,499

Adrian Dominican Sisters

Kathie and Steve Askren

Tom and Dale Auffenberg y 6

Erin L. Bakanas, MD y

Edward and Ann Barnidge 6

Black Friar’s 57 

Blessed Sacrament Priory, Madison, WI

The Rev. Russell Bohner, TSSF

Mary Elizabeth Bowler y 6

Jared Bryson, DMin and Emily Bryson y 6

Louise and William Bullock y

Dave Cronin, PhD and Harriet Switzer, PhD 6

Tom and Mary Jo Cummins y 6

Kris and Patrick Ellingsworth 6

Steve and Sue Givens y h 6

Kim and Mark Hanly and Family 

Bob and Mary Alice Helmsing

Mary L. Hill yh

Lucie F. Huger and Justin Nangle h

Dee A. Joyner yh

David and Simone Kiel

Paul Lamb

Suzanne Nawrocki, DMin y 6

Rosario Perez y

Jim and Trudy Pomeroy y 6

Barbara Pontius y

Clotilde J. Pottebaum 6
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Shawn Varner

Eric and Regina Wedig

Fr. Mark Wedig, OP h

Dave and Jill Wenzel y h   6

Dan and Peggy West

Mr. and Mrs. Milton P. Wilkins Jr.

L.G. Worthen y

Fr. Dale P. Wunderlich 6

st. martin de porres  
circle   
Gifts up to $250

Anonymous (5)

Genevieve and Zisko Apaza

Gerard and Rose Aranha 6

Betty J. Asher y 6

Fr. Patrick Baikauskas, OP y

Lynette M. Ballard y 6

Rev. Robert R. Beck, PhD y

Clare Behrmann

Troy Bettinger 6

Fr. Ian G. Bordenave, OP, DMin y 6

Carol and Chris Brescia 6

Jacqueline Browde

Ms. Dale Budslick

Halpin T. Burke g

Fr. Harry M. Byrne, OP y

Mary Anne and Michael Caponegro y 6

Walker and Kathryn Carlson

Dawn Casey

Rev. Dr. Mary Ellen Dakin Cassini and  
   Mr. Charlie Cassini

Central Province of  
   St. Albert The Great U.S.A. 6

Margaret and Bryan Close

Elizabeth Closmore

Mark C. Covington y

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Scott Davis y 6

Sr. Jeannine DeClue, OP

Beth and Frank Deguire

Darla Delles

Martha and Joseph Desloge 6

Pat Dougherty

William Drennan

Robert Eigenrauch y

Phyllis R. Emmel y 6

Fr. Stephen En Suan Lian

Thomas Engelhardt

Darren and Cindy Eultgen L 

Bryan W. Fair y 6

Sr. Sara Fairbanks, OP yh

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Carol T. Fleming

Patrick N. Freesh

Mary Frese

William and Mary Fronmuller 6

Rev. Dr. Pius Gabriel and Dr. Mary Gabriel

Anna Gabriel 6

Mary Catherine Gallagher

Sr. Jolene Geier, OP y

Margaret P. Gilleo  and  
   Charles J. Guenther y 6

The Rev. Christine Gilson, DMin y

John and Patricia S. Ginda

Betty Goldkamp 6

Christine Gorka, PhD y 6

Rev. Connie S. Green, DMin y

Michael and Carolyn Gunn

James Hackett

Fr. Thomas P. Haffey y

Mr. and Mrs. Scott R. Harris

James Hayes, DMin y 6

Jean Heinrichs

Diane Henderson 6

Shirley Horstman

Pamela C. Howard

Robert Hughes

Lauren M. Ivory-Smyk y

Maximo and Marita Jante

Gary and Ginger Johnson

Norma Deen Juracsik

Dian Korb y

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Korte y 6

Edward and Myra Koszykowskiy

Gerald and Betty Kuhlmann 6

Jennie and James Latta h

Michael G. Lawler, PhD y 6

Scott and Melanie Ann Lawrence

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lindley

Mr. Wesley Lohr, OP

Mr. and Mrs. David Loyet

Andrea Luebbert

Bill and Phyllis Luehrmann

Cynthia Mackey y 6

Fr. Michael Mascari, OP y

Frank Matula and Leslie Conway 6

Kenneth Mayer

Mrs. Thomas McCarthy

Rita Marie McCloskey y

Thomas and Joan McGinnis

Donna Mertz

Bette Meyer y

Bill Moore and Mary Wagner y

Michael Most

Michael W. Mueller

Rev. Maurice Nutt, CSsR, DMin y

Thomas Aquinas and Rita O’Connor y

Diane Olsen y

Mary Beth and Joseph Osiecki y 6

Mary Beth Otto-Radici

Diane Parker

Michael Porterfield, PhD y

Sr. Barbara Rapp, OP y

Brian and Lori Reardon h

Donna Rekowski

Christie Rowen

Mr. and Mrs. Wm R. Russell

Susan H. Sanner y

Barbara and Peter Schenck y 6

Helen Murphy Schiltz y

Lorraine Senci y 6

Ellen and Robert Shafer

Fes and Mary Claire Shaughnessy

Christopher E. Shaver y

Tara Sill

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Smith

Kathy and Tom Sommers

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Sondergroth

Jeanine and Lawrence Spirek y 6

St. Louis Community Foundation

Fr. P. Del Staigers y

Eleonore Stump, PhD and  
   Donald Stump, PhD

Deacon Shirley Talbot and William Talbot

Marcia S. Thaeler y

Minh Ngoc Tran

Mary Urbanek-Mueller 6

Marilee Van Havermaet

Enrique and Christina Via-Reque

Fr. John Rogers Vien h

Mary Wainscott, PhD, OFS y 6

Lorie R. Waugh y

Brian and Carol Wedig

Susan Weitz y

Susan Whittaker y

Libby Willis y

Ken and Flora Wilsker

Warren and Bonnielee Wimmer 6

Michael Winters

Rich and Judy Witzel

Carolyn A. Wright, DMin y

Elizabeth Young y

W. Chris Ziebold

h  Board Member   |   y Alumnus   |    M  Both Alumni   |   6  Five Years of Consecutive Giving   |   g  Deceased
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Great Preacher 
Award 
Thank you to all those who 
supported the 2021  
Great Preacher Award.

friends of st. dominic 
sponsors
$10,000

Ascension 6

CHRISTUS Health

Daniel L. O’Brien, PhD y h 6

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ross 6

friends of st. catherine  
of siena sponsors 
$5,000

Ascension Mission Formation

Anonymous

Black Friar’s 57

Jennie Weiss Block, OP h 6

Congregation of the  
   Mission Western Province

Dominican Sisters of Peace

Liz and David Foshagey

Dot and Larry LeGrand

MACHM Cohort 7 y

Dave and Jill Wenzel y h 6

friends of st. albert  
the great sponsors  
$2,500

Angie and Dale Doerr y h 6

Brian and Lori Reardon h

St. Katherine Drexel Dominican Community, 
    Chicago, IL

preachers circle  
table sponsors
$1,000

George B. Avila y

Central Province of  
   St. Albert The Great U.S.A. 6

Chaminade College Preparatory School

Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa

Patricia Flotte 6

Michael Garrido and Ann Garrido, DMin L

Craig and Laraine George y h 6

Steve and Sue Givens y h 6

Dee A. Joyner y 6

James and Mary Lewis 

The Marianists Province of the United States

Terry and Bo Mehan

Priory of St. Dominic, Miami, FL

Darryl and Ellen Ross 6

St. Dominic Priory, St. Louis, MO 6

St. Louis Bertrand Dominican Community,  
   St. Louis, MO 6

John and Katie Sauer h

JP Slosar, PhD

Dcn. Bill Smith, DMin y 6

Southern Province of St. Martin de Porres 6

SSM Health

Brian Yanofchick h

st. thomas aquinas tickets 
Larry Beck y

Mary Block and Sean Herman

Mary Alice Bramming 6

Loraine and Keith Brown y

Fr. Daniel C. Davis, OP y

Dominican Priory of San Juan Macias,  
   San Antonio, TX

Mr. and Mrs. Shawn Eaker

Thomas and Cheryl Erman

Mary Lou Giustini

Elizabeth Ann Goodwin, EdD y h 6

Margaret P. Gilleo and  
   Charles J. Guenther y 6

Bob and Mary Alice Helmsing

Michael J. Miller Jr. y

Chris and Joanna Pelligreen

Julie A. Quint

Martha Brune Rapp, DMin and  
   James Rapp y 6

Msgr. Michael E. Turek 6

Fr. Mark Wedig, OP

Brian Yanofchick h

st. rose of lima tickets
Genevieve and Zisko Apaza

Cheryl and John Archibald y 6

Tom and Dale Auffenberg y 6

Christopher and Catherine Block

Joanne and Joe Callahan y

Nathan Chase, PhD

Mark C. Covington y

Frank and Beth Deguire

Jason Eberl, PhD

Eric Fought, DMin y

The Rev. Christine Gilson, DMin y

Dcn. Dave and Vicki Harpring L 6

Lucie F. Huger and Justin Nangle h

h  Board Member   |   y Alumnus   |    M  Both Alumni   |   6  Five Years of Consecutive Giving   |   g  Deceased



20   |   aquinas institute of theology

Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Huseby

Orin Johnson and Erin HammondL

Sara and Kevin Lee y

Fr. Michael Mascari, OP y

Fr. Louis S. Morrone, OP y

Laurie Nuell

Diane Parker

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

Suzanne Smith

Adeyemo Sodipo

Fr. P. Del Staigers y

Donna and Jacques Thro y 6

Lee and Kathy Turner y 6

Mary Urbanek-Mueller 6

Fr. John Rogers Vien h

Chris L. Wernke y

Fr. Andrew Carl Wisdom, OP y

Deborah Zeni, DMin, MD y

great preacher award 
donations
Anonymous (2)

Edward and Ann Barnidge 6

Bob and Catherine Berkowitz

Jennie Weiss Block, OP h 6

Marie Bone and John Michael Clear 6

Mary Alice Bramming 6

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James L. Breed y

Robin A. Burrows y

Dave Cronin, PhD and Harriet Switzer, PhD 6

John M. Czarnetzky h

Carol T. Fleming

Timm Glover

Msgr. Patrick Hambrough

Mary C. Heimburger y

Mary L. Hill yh

Sharon Huizenga

James and Mary Lewis

Michael and Kathleen Lodes

John and Susie McGuire

Robert Nuell

Sr. Theresa Rickard, OP y

Linda Root y

Mary Ann Steiner y

Fr. Edward Steiner, DMin y

Eleonore Stump, PhD and  
   Donald Stump, PhD

Tom and Lisa Suntrup

Jane E. Sweeney y

St. Katharine Drexel Dominican Community,  
   Chicago, IL

Rachelle L. Yeates y

Contributors
With appreciation to the  
following individuals and  
companies for their support  
of Aquinas Institute. 

in-kind gifts 
Jennie Weiss Block, OP h 6

James and Mary Lewis

Multivision Video and Film

Laurie Nuell 

friends of  
aquinas scholars
Kristine J. Coffey and Walt Wochos

Tom and Mary Jo Cummins y 6

grants

$1,000,000 +
Lilly Endowment, Inc.

 

$500,000–$999,999
Anonymous

$25,000–$50,000
Jennie Weiss Block, OP h 6

 

$2,500–$10,000
E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter  

   Foundation

McCaddin-McQuirk Foundation, Inc.

 

Up to $2,500
Biola University

Tributes
in honor of
George Avila y

Lee and Kathy Turner y 6

Jennie Weiss Block, OP h 6

Paul Lamb

h  Board Member   |   y Alumnus   |    M  Both Alumni   |   6  Five Years of Consecutive Giving   |   g  Deceased
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Fr. Harry Byrne, OP y

Tom and Mary Jo Cummins y 6

Mary Catherine Gallagher

Thomas and Joan McGinnis

John Gillis 6

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Roberts

Fr. Don Goergen, OP y

Thomas Aquinas and Rita O’Connor y

Fr. Jay Harrington, OP

Kim and Mark Hanly and Family

Sr. Cathy Hilkert, OP 

Sr. Theresa Rickard, OP y

Emma Grace Johnson

Orin Johnson and Erin HammondL

Sr. Diane Kennedy, OP 

Anonymous

Br. Peter Lewitzke, OP

Tom and Mary Jo Cummins y 6

Joan Lunt

Margaret P. Gilleo and  
   Charles J. Guenther y 6

Fr. Michael Mascari, OP y

Anonymous

Br. Joseph Van Havermaet, OP 

Marilee Van Havermaet

Fr. Mark Wedig, OP h

Paul Lamb

Selby and Richard McRae Foundation

Joe and Irene Souto

Dave Wenzel y h 6

Anthony Sgroi

Sr. Honora Werner, OP, DMin y

Dcn. Bill Smith, DMin y 6

Mrs. Jun Xiong

James R. Hornsby Jr.

in memory of 
Janice Burroughs

The Adeyemi Brothers 

Patrick N. Freesh

Mr. and Mrs. Scott R. Harris

Pamela C. Howard

Robert Hughes

Gary and Ginger Johnson

Norma Deen Juracsik

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lindley

Mr. and Mrs. David Loyet

Donna Mertz

Donna Rekowski

Christie Rowen

Mr. and Mrs. Wm R. Russell

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Sondergroth

Deacon Shirley Talbot and William Talbot

Jay Casey

Dawn Casey

Eloi Doss

Sarah Doss 6

Nicola Gillis y 6

Margaret P. Gilleo and  
   Charles J. Guenther y 6

Ellen and Robert Shafer

Paul and Rose Ginda 

John and Patricia S. Ginda

Bernice Gorka

Christine Gorka, PhD y 6

Diane Henderson 6

Fr. Dan Harris, CM

Dcn. Bill Smith, DMin y 6

Bernie Huger

Barb and Mark Thibodeau h 6

Ginger Krebs

Margaret and Bryan Close

Elizabeth Closmore

Jim and Denise Easley

Michael and Carolyn Gunn

Scott and Melanie Ann Lawrence

Fes and Mary Claire Shaughnessy

Shawn Varner

Fr. Michael Kyte, OP

Anonymous

Thomas and Beatrice Most

Michael Most

Fay Beth Wedig

Lisa Wedig

Carol Williams y

Edward and Myra Koszykowski y

The development staff have made a sincere 

effort to ensure information contained in the 

annual report is accurate and complete.   

If you were a contributor to Aquinas between 

July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022 and your  

name has been omitted, misspelled, or is listed 

incorrectly, please advise us by calling  

314-256-8856 or email give@ai.edu. 

h  Board Member   |   y Alumnus   |    M  Both Alumni   |   6  Five Years of Consecutive Giving   |   g  Deceased
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Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Financial Overview
(As of June 30, 2022)

 

 

Source 	      Amount	 Percent

Tuition and Fees	 $729,898	 16%

Gifts (unrestricted) 	 $628,690	 14%

Gifts (restricted) 	 $270,280	   6%

Grants	 $1,052,250	 24%

Contributed Services	 $38,550	 1%

Subsidy 

  Ongoing Subsidy	 $443,835	 10% 

  Additional Support (Mortgage)	 $846,695	 20% 

  Forgiveness of Debt 	 $272,503	 6%

Shared Facilities Revenue 	 $147,600	     3%

Subtotal 	 $4,430,301	 100%

Net investment loss	 ($203,432)

Change in value of  

split-interest agreements	     ($2,215)

Total 	 $4,224,654	 100% 

Source 	      Amount	 Percent

Education Programs	 $1,378,044	   55%

General Administrative	 $936,473	   37%

Physical Plant and 

Depreciation	 $210,151	     8%

Total	 $2,524,668	 100%

Sources of Funds

Uses of Funds
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The Dominican Blessing 

From an anonymous thirteenth century source

  May God the Father bless us, 

     May God the Son heal us,

     May the Holy Spirit enlighten us and

     give us eyes to see with, ears to hear with, and

     hands to do the work of God with,

     feet to walk with, and

     a mouth to preach the word of salvation with,  

     and the angel of peace to watch over us and lead

     us at last, by our Lord’s gift, to the kingdom.    

     Amen
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