
 

   

Administered by the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales 
8601 Wolftrap Road, Vienna, VA 22182-5026 

P: 703.938.2828  ●  F: 703.938.2829  ●  www.olgcva.org   ●   www.olgcschool.org 

Mass Schedule 
Mon-Sat - 8:30am, holidays are at 9am   

Saturday Vigil 4pm, Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 
12pm (en español), 5:00pm 

Office Hours Mon - Fri 9am - 4:30pm,  
Closed 12-12:30pm for lunch 

Chapel open for prayer Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm  
Livestream www.youtube.com/c/StreamingOLGC 

Pastor Rev. Matthew Hillyard, OSFS ............................................................... frhillyard@olgcva.org 
Parochial Vicar Rev. Mathias Kumar, OSFS ..................................................... mkumar@olgcva.org 
Retired Rev. William Metzger, OSFS .................................................... william.metzger@olgcva.org 
Retired Rev. Lewis Fiorelli, OSFS ....................................................................... lfiorelli@oblates.org 
Deacon Christopher Moore ............................................................................. cgmoore@olgcva.org 
School Principal Robin Williams 703.938.3600 .............................................. rwilliams@olgcva.org 
Liturgy/Music/Funerals Paul Ciotti 703.896.7411 .............................................. liturgy@olgcva.org 
Children’s Faith Formation Amy MacKinnon 703.896.7426 ..................... amackinnon@olgcva.org 
Youth Ministry/Young Professionals Derek Rogers 703.896.7409 .....................youth@olgcva.org 
Communications/Bulletin Maude Hales 703.896.7412 ..................... communications@olgcva.org 
Director of Finance Emilynda Clomera 703.896.7402 .................................... eclomera@olgcva.org 
Records/Child Protection Liaison  ..................................................................... records@olgcva.org 
Advancement/Annual Giving Alison McKee & JoAnne Kinyon .................. advancement@olgcva.org 
Events Manager Frank Fletcher 703.896.7418................................................... events@olgcva.org 
Reception/Intentions/Ministry of Care Maria Romero 703.896.7419 ............. welcome@olgcva.org 
RCIA/Adult Sacraments Barb Steele ........................................................bms.steele@outlook.com  
Información en español Maria Romero 703.896.7419 .................................. welcome@olgcva.org 
Pastoral Council (Tina Wickham) .......................................................... PastoralCouncil@olgcva.org 
Finance Council (Regina Stranix) ...........................................................FinanceCouncil@olgcva.org 
Society of St. Vincent DePaul (Linea de Ayuda) 703.938.3210 ............................. svdp@olgcva.org 
Respect Life /Gabriel Project Betsy Argauer 703.255.3744............................. betstim@gmail.com 
Knight of Columbus Santa Maria Council #4654 ........................................ www.knightsvienna.org 
Counseling Catholic Charities Consejería Caridades Catolica ..................................... 703.425.0109  

Confessions Saturdays 9:00 or by appt 
Join the Parish www.ol cva.org/register 

Schedule an Event  
www.ol cva.org/about-us/facilities 

Add Item to Bulletin/Media 
www.ol cva.org/about-us/communications 

Mass Intention Request 
www.ol cva.o /litu y-worship/devotions/mass 

Dec. 25, 2022 

https://www.olgcva.org/liturgy-worship/devotions/mass
http://WWW.OLGCVA.ORG
http://www.olgcschool.org
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1615914632/olgc/jy5edh7sigundztvahw7/Schedule.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/c/StreamingOLGC
http://www.knightsvienna.org
http://www.olgcva.org/register
http://www.olgcva.org/about-us/facilities
http://www.olgcva.org/about-us/communications
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We, as members of Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish, strive to witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ by proclaiming our faith, 
educating ourselves and our children, sharing our persons, resources and gifts in the care and service of one another. We are called 

to foster an environment of hospitality in accordance with the Spirituality of St. Francis de Sales. 

Welcome to Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Please keep those listed in the prayer intention book and 
the recently deceased in your prayers, especially  

+ Tarah Weaver, wife of Russ Weaver   

+ Michael Driscoll 
 

OLGC Funerals: www.olgcva.org/liturgy-worship/funerals 

Devotional Candles: www.olgcva.org/liturgy-worship/ 

Church For all suffering from Metal health  

Chapel In loving memory of + Augustine Lloyd J. Lee        

Our Lady In loving memory of + Tarah Weaver  

Readings for the Week/Lecturas de la Semana 

For the Week of, December 25, 2022 

Sunday The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  
Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14;  
Lk 2:1-14  

Monday Feast of St. Stephen, First Martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59;  
Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 & 8ab, 16bc & 17; Mt 10:17-22 

Tuesday Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a & 2-8;  

Wednesday Feast of Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 

Thursday 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 

Friday Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus,  
Mary & Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17;  
Ps 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Saturday 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 1:1-18 

Sunday Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
the Mother of God 
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;  
Lk 2:16-21 

Mass Intentions/Intenciones de la Misa 

Presider schedule available at: 
bit.ly/PresiderSchedule 

Sat./Sun. December 24 – December 25, 2022 
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day:  
All Masses are for the Presiders intention  

Monday, December 26, 2022 
9:00am     + Richard LaFrancois       

Tuesday, December 27, 2022 
8:30am     + Elizabeth Samson  

Wednesday, December 28, 2022 
8:30am     + Lilian Rainey & Family         

Thursday, December 29, 2022 
8:30am     + Isabel Trinchera Mustafa 

Friday, December 30, 2022 
8:30am     + Ikhlass Roy        

Saturday, December 31, 2022 
8:30am     + The OLGC Community         

Sat. / Sun. December 31, 2022, – January 1, 2023 
+ Robert J. Baker      
+ Felicita Rodriguez       
+ Augustine Lloyd J. Lee        
   Rosa Ester Flores   

No 5:00pm Mass on January 1 

In October, November and December, we welcomed 
our newest members of the OLGC community through 
the waters of Baptism. 

James Cavanagh  
Lucia Cora Danielli 
Henry Doyle Vannoy  
Celeste Marina Rodriguez – Cortes  
Alessia Concepcion Hernandez Ruiz               
Aliah Angeles Hernandez Ruiz                    
Kennedy Loftus Huether 
Peyton Natalie Clubb 
Vivienne James Light               
Monica Colt     
Grace Frances Wonder  

Low-Gluten Host 
Low-gluten host is available at Mass for those who are in 
need of it. Please sit in the front section, closest to the 
Tabernacle. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.olgcva.org/liturgy-worship/funerals
https://bit.ly/PresiderSchedule
http://www.olgcva.org/liturgy-worship/
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Monthly Collections 
FY July 2022—June 2023 

 Sept. Oct. Nov. 
Offertory 168,557 202,362 174,934 
Total Budgeted 175,514 184,041 185,677 
Variance (6,957) 18,321 (10,743) 
YTD Received 528,797 731,159 910,175 
Budget YTD  528,744 712,785 898,462 
Variance 53 18,375 11,713 

Weekly & Second Collections  
Give with checks or cash via envelopes, text amount to 
703.810.7674, or give online at membership.faithdirect.net/
VA875. Thank you. 

January Second Collections 

1  Solemnity of Mary 
22  Oblate Mission Appeal 
29  Latin America 
 Facilities Improvements 

Calendar (Subject to change, updates at www.olgcva.org/about-us/calendar) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

No CCF -  

Christmas Break 

No CYO Basketball 

Games 

No House League 

Basketball Games 

Christmas Mass 
10 - 11 AM 

Church 

This Mass may be 
viewed online 
at https://youtu.be/

BcSiybM2qgs 

Christmas Mass 
12M - 1 PM 

Church 

No School &  
Church Offices 
Closed - Christmas 

Holidays 

Holiday Mass 
9 AM 
Church 

No School &  
Church Offices 
Closed - Christmas 

Holidays 

Undecorate the Gym 
10 - 11 AM 

Gym 

Music Ministry 
(Hemmingson) 
7 - 8:30 PM 

Church 

No School -  

Christmas Holidays 

BSA Troop 976 Mtg 
7 - 8:30 PM 

Counsel Rm 

Music Ministry 
(Jones) 
7 - 8:30 PM 

Church 

Men's Basketball 
8:30 - 10 PM 

Fr. Brisson Gym 

No School -  

Christmas Holidays 

Prayer Shawl  
Ministry 
9:30 - 11 AM 

SJC-Brisson Rm 

Music Ministry 
(Choir) 
7 - 8:30 PM 

Church 

Men's Basketball 
8:30 - 10 PM 

Fr. Brisson Gym 

No School &  
Church Offices 
Closed - Christmas 

Holidays 

No CCF -  

Christmas Break 

NO Confessions 

No CYO Basketball 

Games 

No House League 

Basketball Games 

Solemnity of Mary 
Mass 
4 - 5 PM 

Church 

December 

Year-end Giving Options 
As you plan for year-end giving, we hope you will consider 
OLGC.   

There are multiple ways to make a gift by the end of the 
calendar year. To give a one-time gift or set up a recurring 
gift, please visit: www.olgcva.org/support/the-cornerstone-
project 

Two additional assets to consider are an IRA distribution or 
a gift of appreciated stock; use of either can have an impact 
on your taxes when you use them charitably.  

Does your company offer a matching gift 
program?  If so, when you make a gift and 
utilize your company’s match program, you 
can double the impact of your charitable 
giving. 

We are so grateful for the generosity of this 
wonderful community. Please contact the 
Office of Advancement with any questions or 
to discuss how your gift can help further our 
mission. Merry Christmas and THANK YOU for 
all the ways in which you support OLGC! 

A SHOUT-OUT! 
A special thank you to the Fil/Am Community Ministry 
here at OLGC for their generous donation of a new 
ciborium for the Tabernacle in the Chapel! 

Happy are the hearts that can bend,  
for they will never break.  

—St. Francis de Sales 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/VA875
https://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/VA875
http://www.olgcva.org/about-us/calendar
https://youtu.be/BcSiybM2qgs
https://youtu.be/BcSiybM2qgs
https://www.olgcva.org/support/the-cornerstone-project
https://www.olgcva.org/support/the-cornerstone-project
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What to learn more about 
Catholic Charities?  
Want to spread the word about 
Catholic Charities to those in the OLGC 
Community? Please join the Parish 
Liaison Network.  

Plan to attend the Parish Liaison 
Network Meeting on Wednesday, 
January 18, 10 - 11:30am on Zoom.  

The panel of 
Catholic Charities 
program directors 
will provide an 
overview of how 
the graces from 
our parish partnerships impact our 
mission, and the clients we serve. 

Register in advance at: bit.ly/
Jan18PLN. After registering, you will  
be emailed instructions on how to  
join the Zoom. Email questions to 
volunteer@ccda.net. 

FR. MATT’S MUSING:  

Advent Colors 

Our Oblate community has an artificial Christmas tree in our 
living room. Every evening, before dinner, we pray Evening 
Prayer. We light our Advent wreath, but we also light our 
Christmas tree… 

 

Read more: bit.ly/FrMattsMusing-12-17-2022 

PREGUNTA DE LA SEMANA 

Navidad 

¿Cómo pueden florecer 
las semillas de la 

divinidad sembradas  
en mí para que todos  

se den cuenta? 
¿Reconozco las semillas 
de la divinidad en mí? 

¿En otros? 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
A question to reflect on based on this 

week’s scripture readings: 

How can the seeds  
of divinity sown in me 

bloom for all to 
realize? Do I recognize 

the seeds of divinity  
in me? In others? 

My Vatican  
Christmas Angel 
I had just graduated from college and 
was traveling to Europe for the first 
time to meet up with two friends. 
Barbara was in Montpelier, France for 
her junior year in college, and Cindy 
was teaching French in Rouen, France. 
They both met me in Rome, Italy a few 
days before Christmas to travel around 
Rome and to attend Midnight 
Christmas Mass at the Vatican. 

Throughout the four days prior to 
Christmas Eve, we each would see the 
same lady wherever we went; from the 
coffee bar in the morning, to a sight 
later, to a street corner at lunch. She 
was obviously 
following us. 
Finally, in the gift 
shop on Via della 
Conciliazione, the 
lady came up to 
me and asked if 
we were planning 
on going to 
midnight Mass, 
and did we have 
our ticket? Ticket?? None of us knew 
we needed a ticket! 

She directed us go to the 10th column 
on the right side of St. Peter’s Square 
at 3:00 pm. Although we were taken by 
surprise by this strange lady, we 
thought, “What do we have to lose?” 
Sure enough, at 3:00 pm, we went as 
directed and discovered a person 
standing there who simply said, “At 
5:00 pm there will be a monk standing 
in front of the walled-up Holy 
Door” (the entrance into the Vatican) 
and upon our arrival, we were to 
inform him that we were sent to see 
him. 

Now, the story gets stranger . . . The 
monk wanted to know how we knew 
to see him. He gave us a piece of paper 
with someone’s name written on it and 
said, “Tomorrow (December 24, 1981) 
at 11:00 am, go the entrance to the 
Papal Palace. There will be two Swiss 
guards. Hand them this piece of 
paper.” Again, at 11:00 am the next 
day, we went as directed and handed 
the Swiss guard the piece of paper. He 
then walked us a distance and brought 
us into the Papal Apartments. Sitting in 
an alcove, behind a highly ornate 
writing desk, was a Monsignor. He 
looked up at the three of us, said 
nothing and handed us three 
beautifully engraved red and gold 
tickets. We were then ushered out  

of the Papal 
Apartments, simply 
stunned, although 
not able to read 
the Italian on the 
tickets. We soon 
discovered that 
Pope John Paul II 
had stated that a 
small section (4 
chairs wide and 

about 30 seats back) around the main 
altar of St. Peter’s was to be reserved 
for the “people of God”. The three of 
us were the first to go through the 
metal detectors and we found 
ourselves sitting in the front row, next 
to the Papal Choir, for Midnight Mass. 
Pope John Paul was only five steps 
away from us as he was exiting Mass, 
and stopped and blessed rosaries that  
I held out to him. 

There is no doubt, 41 years ago, a 
Christmas Angel followed us around 
Rome those days. 

–Dr. Paul Ciotti 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://bit.ly/Jan18PLN
https://bit.ly/Jan18PLN
mailto:volunteer@ccda.net
https://bit.ly/FrMattsMusing-12-17-2022
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Informacion Parroquial en español 
Preguntas o sugerencias, ofrecer misas, pedir 
oración durante la misa por recién fallecidos, 
funerals, comuníquese con Maria Romero 
703.896.7419, mromero@olgcva.org 

Sacramento del bautismo de niños menores de 6 años: 
Comuníquese con Maria Romero 703.896.7419 
welcome@olgcva.org Sacramento del bautismo: para 
Charlas de padres y padrinos deben inscribirse de 
antemano, una vez completada esta y entregado los 
documentos requeridos le confirmaremos su fecha del 
bautizo. https://www.olgcva.org/sacraments/baptism 

Rezar el Rosario: Acompañemos en el jardín de Ntra. Sra. 
del Buen Consejo, los domingos a las 11:15am y los lunes a 
las 7:30pm vía Zoom. Comuníquese con Carlos Berrios 
berrioscg@gmail.com.   

Catequesis: para niños, adultos y bautizó de niños mayores 
de 6 años, sacramento de la confirmación y comunión 
Comuníquese con Amy MacKinnon amackinnon@olgcva.org 
o 703.896.7426.  

Intenciones de misas: El proceso será el mismo que en los 
años pasados, debido al limitado número de misas 
celebradas en nuestra parroquia y la abrumadora solicitud 
de intenciones para misas, cada persona se limitará a tres 
intenciones de misas por el año. Sin embargo, hay 
intenciones de misas ilimitadas celebradas por los 
sacerdotes oblatos retirados en Childs Maryland en la casa 
de retiro. Puede presentar su solicitud para las misas en 
línea https://www.olgcva.org/liturgyworship/devotions/
mass/olgc, en las oficinas parroquiales, o en el Centro de 
Bienvenida. Las misas se otorgarán en el orden que sean 
recibidas. También puede reservar una de las velas rojas del 
Santuario al lado de los tabernáculos en la iglesia y la capilla, 
y la vela azul al lado de la estatua de Ntra. Sra. del Buen 
Consejo. Igualmente tenemos, El Libro de Intenciones, este 
se encuentra en la entrada principal de la iglesia.  

Confesiones en español durante el mes de enero  
son el sábado 28 de 9: -9: 30 a.m. o de lunes a jueves 
únicamente con cita. Puede llamar para hacer una cita  
con el Padre Mateo al 703.938.2828 o envíe un correo 
electrónico a frhillyard@olgcva.org. No se escuchan 
confesiones los domingos antes o después de la misa.  

"La oportunidad de hacer grandes cosas no llega a 
menudo, pero en todo momento, podemos hacer 
pequeños actos con gran amor. "- San Francisco de Sales: 
Como seguidores de Cristo, somos llamados por medio de 
nuestro Bautismo a servir a nuestros hermanos en nuestra 
parroquia, comunidad, país y el mundo entero. Es nuestra 
esperanza que todos los feligreses tengan la oportunidad de 
descubrir y desarrollar sus dones dados por Dios. Si desea 
participar como Sacristán, Ministro Extraordinario de La 
Sagrada Comunión, Lector, Portero/Ujier, Ministerio de La 
Bienvenida o Monaguillo por favor pase por el mostrador de 
Bienvenida o llame al 703.896.7419. 

Voluntarios: Como seguidores de Cristo, somos llamados 
por medio de nuestro Bautismo a servir a nuestros 
hermanos en nuestra parroquia, comunidad, país y el 
mundo entero. Es nuestra esperanza que todos los 
feligreses tengan la oportunidad de descubrir y desarrollar 
sus dones dados por Dios. Visite nuestra página web de la 
parroquia para ver la variedad de formas en que puede 
ayudar en https://www.olgcva.org/outreach/serve y para 
español visite el mostrador de Bienvenida. 

Tenemos en la oficina parroquial los 
adornos navideños de la Casa Blanca del 
2021 y 2022, los adornos de la parroquia 
y las velas de Adviento por. 

$25 

Multicultural Cookbook 
Do you love to cook? Have a special cultural dish you love 
to share at family gatherings? We need you! As part of the 
Golden Jubilee for the Diocese of Arlington, the 
Multicultural Sub-Committee is producing a multicultural 
cookbook! It will include recipes from every culture, 
submitted by those who call the Diocese of Arlington 
home! Recipes will be reviewed and selected by a diverse 
panel, and then published in a keepsake cookbook in 
commemoration of the Diocesan Golden Jubilee.  
Find out more here and access the submission 
form: www.arlingtondiocese.org/jubilee-gather-at-the-
table. 

 

Upcoming Events 
Visit arlingtondiocese.org/all-events for details 

Mass In Recognition of Martin Luther King Jr. 
January 15 | 7:30pm 

Sundays with the Sisters 
January 22 | 2:00pm 

FIAT Day of Reflection 
January 28 | 9:45am 

Virginia Pro-Life Day 
February 1 | 7:30am 

Mornings of Mercy for Divorced Catholics 
February 4 | 9:00am 

FROM THE DIOCESE 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/all-events/
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/jubilee-gather-at-the-table
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/jubilee-gather-at-the-table
https://www.olgcva.org/outreach/serve
mailto:frhillyard@olgcva.org
https://www.olgcva.org/liturgyworship/devotions/mass/olgc
https://www.olgcva.org/liturgyworship/devotions/mass/olgc
mailto:amackinnon@olgcva.org
mailto:berrioscg@gmail.com
https://www.olgcva.org/sacraments/baptism
mailto:welcome@olgcva.org
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Monthly Outreach Project: 

Joy of Christmas Giving

DINING FOR DOLLARS • JAN. 2023

Kick off 2023 at 
the Inn! 
Let's start the year off right with a 
Vienna institution - The Vienna Inn. ALL 
DAY (8:00 AM - 10:30 PM) on Monday, 
January 9th and Tuesday, January 
10th, The Inn will donate a portion of 
their proceeds to OLGC PTO. Meet 
some fellow moms and dads after drop
-off for breakfast. Go again for lunch. 
Then swing by with the kids for dinner. 
No judging if you go both days! 

St. Paul VI Catholic 
High School Applications 
are due January 6
All 8th graders and transfer students 
are welcome to apply.

St. Paul VI Catholic High School 
reminds all 8th graders and transfer 
students that applications are due by 
January 6, 2023. If a student still needs 
to take the High School Placement Test 
(HSPT) the test will be offered on 
January 7th. For more details, please 
visit www.paulvi.net/admissions/
application-process.

This parish generously—and festively 
(the gifts were wrapped beautifully!)—
made Christmas a bit brighter for 
almost 700 people (and that does not 
include Lamb Center clients or SVdP 
clients!!). 

Thank you also to the parishioners, 
OLGC school classes, OLGC groups and 

others who were matched up with 
families referred from SVdP, 3 local 
elementary schools, Care Connections 
Fairfax INOVA and parish families in 
need to provide gifts.

A special thank you goes to the 
volunteers who organized, kept track 
of, and delivered gifts.

GIFTS GIVING BY THE NUMBERS:

New Generations
10 clients (30 gifts)

Second Story 
89 clients (264 gifts)

Retired Sisters of St. Joseph
200 Sisters (200 gifts)

Retire Oblates of St. Francis De Sales
29 Priests (29 gifts)

Lamb Center
168 gifts and $975 in cash and gift 
cards to fill ongoing needs

St. Vincent DePaul
28 gift cards to fill ongoing needs

76 Families in need 
(371 family members) received gifts 
including 53 bikes from CHO.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://email.olgc.myenotice.com/c/eJwtjk2OhiAQRE8juzH8Ci5YzGauYdoGtRM-IMLo9UeTSWrzKqnKi15MVkjJnZlZ8Otk7arYByhR3hcKXminxMTIT2pGjNZaYdAsYtPOaWMAB81TQUhHaX18h-zwigsbFOcgOUYTVyfcNDsLGqXWqDaW_NF7bYP6HuTPk_u-xwq_6aIxx_4UED7UGpXcXqg1EUJ_8KueBWNrDEvugP1VlNw6
http://email.olgc.myenotice.com/c/eJwtjk2OhiAQRE8juzH8Ci5YzGauYdoGtRM-IMLo9UeTSWrzKqnKi15MVkjJnZlZ8Otk7arYByhR3hcKXminxMTIT2pGjNZaYdAsYtPOaWMAB81TQUhHaX18h-zwigsbFOcgOUYTVyfcNDsLGqXWqDaW_NF7bYP6HuTPk_u-xwq_6aIxx_4UED7UGpXcXqg1EUJ_8KueBWNrDEvugP1VlNw6
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Ten years ago, I used this reflection on Christmas in this 
column, and as I was preparing for this year’s greeting, I 
found it at the bottom of a box of clippings. As in 2012, it 
touched a deep chord in my heart and I chose to share it 
with you again. 

“Every man has his Bethlehem source of a new 
beginning, where hope is born and possibility looms large; 
where history is invaded by newness and memory births 
our faith. Home. Let us go to Bethlehem. Hear the word 
that comes again into our world, to see the light that 
shatters its long darkness, to know the God who meets  
us where we are, to feel the life that throbs to become,  
to begin again to be born. Home, let us go to 
Bethlehem.” (Daryl Fleming) 

I’m wishing all of you a blessed Christmas season,  
filled with the love of family and friends, good health  
and happiness and, especially, a peaceful heart!  

GET BOOKS FOR FREE 
You can build out your library with a computer or tablet. 
Electronic book demand has surged during the pandemic, 
and no wonder. You can skip a trip to a library or bookstore, 
just download a book to your tablet, smartphone, or 
computer. Can’t read tiny print? Simply tap or click to make 
it larger. Many public libraries lend books; if you’re not 
already borrowing them, ask a librarian to help get you 
started. And there are some other good sources for free 
digital books.  

For classical works, there’s Project Gutenberg.  This 
nonprofit library digitizes books whose copyrights have 
expired and are now in the public domain. On its website, 
Gutenberg.org, scroll down to “Find Free eBooks” and 
follow the prompts. 

For history, go to the Library of Congress. Without 
traveling to DC, you can read many rare and important 
works, like a Chinese history collection or a Babe Ruth 
biography written by one of his Yankee teammates. You can 
also browse old playbills, judicial opinions, newspapers and 
more. Go to loc.gov/collections. 

For romance novels there’s Harlequin Online Reads.  
Every week, this publisher posts chapters of new books 
written by its authors. Create a free account, then click on 
the book you want to read. It’ll open on your computer, or 
you can download the free “Book Breaks: app to read it on 
your tablet or phone. Go to harlequin.com/articlelist.html. 

New titles can be found on Amazon’s Prime Reads. If 
you’re an Amazon Prime member who loves trying new 
authors but doesn’t have the patience to browse, sign up 
for Amazon Prime Reads and you’ll get a steady supply of 
books. Each month you’ll receive an email with a selection 
of free options. You can download one or two of them 
straight to your Prime membership. Go to amazon.com/first 
reads. 

Lastly, there’s Reader Recommendations. On this site 
where book worms rate and review books, you can check 
out lots of free samples by checking the title of a book and 
then clicking Preview. To search for free books and more 
excerpts, go to goodreads.com/ebooks. One wrinkle 
though, sometimes titles may have been free when a fan 
listed them but are no longer available. Go to 
goodreads.com.  (Thanks to AARP Magazine) 

SOMETHING FRESH FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Here’s your chance to write your personal history, 
beginning early next month.  Why not begin the new year 
with a fresh project and join this free class in Personal 
History at the nearby Vienna Community Center?  

 Our lives are filled with unique experiences, which 
make future generations more knowledgeable when shared 
through written autobiographies. This is an opportunity  
to record the story of your life for your children, 
grandchildren, and generations to come.  At the beginning 
of each session, class members themselves select topics 
about which to write. Each week, each class member comes 
to class prepared to read the equivalent of one or two 
typed or written pages. There’s no formal critique of 
writing. This is for fun, friendship and supportive feedback.  
A $5 cash donation is paid in class to purchase coffee, tea, 
sugar, and creamer to be served at each class. The session 
begins on January 5, 2023 and runs through March 30 and 
takes place from 10:40 am to 12:40 pm in the Vienna 
Community Center. Register via your WebTrac account or 
call 703.255.6360.                                                                                                           

Senior Moments: Marge Van Lierde, Gitkagirl@gmail.com, 571.831.3951 

Elder Wisdom 

It takes a long time to become young.  
Irish Proverb 

Merry Christmas! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://gutenberg.org
https://loc.gov/collections
https://www.harlequin.com/articlelist.html
https://www.amazon.com/firstreads
https://www.amazon.com/firstreads
https://www.goodreads.com/ebooks/
https://www.goodreads.com/
mailto:Gitkagirl@gmail.com
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Bill Lupinacci, MDRT, CFC
Field Agent
703-624-9687
866-868-1492

Discover the Catholic Difference

Contact me today to learn 
more about our products

Rely on the Knights of Columbus 
to help protect your family’s future.

A name you know and trust. 
An organization you can believe in.

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza. New Haven CT 06510

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Quality Builds Trust
• Roofing
• Windows
• Siding • And more

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30850320
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30850919
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30850917
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=30850712


CONTRACTORS I
SUMMIT ROOFING

Thanks 
for voting us 

the Best Roofing 
Company!

2016-19

©2019 ComForCare Franchise Systems, LLC.  Each office is independently 
owned and operated and is an equal opportunity employer.

For a personalized care plan, call 703-870-3711
www.comforcare.com/VA/n-fairfax

•  Personal care
•  Chores and errands
•  Medication reminders
•  Meal preparation
John and Debbie Kipps, owners

Great Falls’ New Senior Living
Community is Now Open!

703.223.5226 • TheResidenceAtColvinRun.com

An independent school for girls in grades 6-12 guided 
by the teachings of the Catholic Church.

Oakcrest School 

1619 Crowell Road, Vienna, VA 22182 | Oakcrest.org
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