
TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT 

 
Curriculum Committee of the 
Trumbull Board of Education 
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AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order/Introduction  
 
II. Public Comment  

 
III. Approval/Minutes – Regular Meeting 08/18/2022 
 
IV. New Business  

 
a. Curriculum Guide Revision- Grade 7 & 8 Spanish/Español Level A and B (Level 1) 

b. Grade 11- American Perspectives- New Text Approval 
 

• New Text Approval for Revised Course: Butler, Octavia. Kindred. 2003.  
 

c. Updated Dates and Times for the 2022-2023 School Year 

 
 



TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT 

 
Curriculum Committee of the 
Trumbull Board of Education 

 
Regular Meeting  

 
Thursday, August 18th, 2022, 10:00 a.m. 

Trumbull High School Main Office Conference Room  
 

Minutes 
 

I. Call to Order/Introduction- The meeting was called to order at 9:58am. 
 

Members Present Members Absent 
L.Timpanelli, BOE Chair J.McNamee BOE Member 
M. Petitti, BOE Curriculum Committee Chair L.Nuland, BOE Member 
S. Iwanicki, Ed.D., administrative designee  

 
II. Public Comment- Trumbull parent Daniel Durden shared that he loves smaller meetings, 

communicated that standards are important. He added that the Board says that curriculum will 
be posted. He stated that he does not believe that his son’s Math Curriculum from 8th grade is 
posted on the website and urged the Board to uphold its policies.  Trumbull parent Brianne 
Brienza shared that she has always been able to access curriculum for her child’s classes 
through the website.  

 
III. Approval/Minutes– Regular Meeting 05/05/2022 Lucinda made a motion to approve the 

minutes, Maria Seconded.  
  
IV. New Business  

 
a. Kindergarten Mathematics- Curriculum Guide for Current Text 

Kim Lombardi, our Elementary Math Program Leader introduced Robin Tedesco, Daniel’s 
Farm Math Specialist, Laura Coughlin, Jane Ryan’s Math Specialist, Grade 1 teacher Lisa 
Depino. She explained that each of the representatives present at our meeting participated in 
the curriculum creation. The curriculum being presented correlates with our new Math 
Program- Bridges which was instituted last summer.  The new curriculum includes two 
components, the core Bridges curriculum and Number Corner.  This guide outlines the pacing 
of these components, as well as other key parts such as: The Big Ideas, focus questions, and 
vocabulary for each unit. Close attention was also paid to monitoring for student learning 
through age appropriate assessment. Mrs. Petitti asked how the teachers found the curriculum 
in the classroom and noted that she had heard that some teachers found it to be a lot. Mrs. 
Depino share that while it was initially overwhelming, teachers were pleased as they had time 
to learn it more and found that it worked well for students. Mrs. Coughlin added that they saw 



results in student outcomes too. Mrs. Tedesco agreed. Mrs. Timpanelli made a motion to 
accept the Kindergarten Mathematics Curriculum Guide. Mrs. Petitti seconded.  
 
b. Grade 1 Mathematics- Curriculum Guide for Current Text 

Mrs. Lombardi noted that the Grade 1 Mathematics Curriculum Guide development followed 
the same process as the kindergarten. The teachers on the committee also collaborated with the 
Kindergarten Curriculum Team for alignment. Using the new program, teachers experienced 
tremendous results for students. As a district, first graders began the year at 14% on grade 
level and ended at 68% at grade level.  The guide will allow teachers using the Bridges and 
Number Corner components to facilitate lessons which encourage the development of 
mathematical concepts in a variety of ways using real world applications. Mrs. Timpelli asked 
how these units will ultimately prepare students for middle school math as well.  It was shared 
that year, we began reinstituting vertical meetings between the elementary representatives and 
the middle school math representatives to strengthen our programming. We will further 
incorporate vertical meetings as is possible. Both the Kindergarten and Grade 1 Mathematics 
Curriculum Guides help to provide a strong foundation in mathematics for our students. Mrs. 
Timpanelli made a motion to accept the Grade 1 Mathematics Curriculum Guide. Mrs. Petitti 
seconded 
 
c. Grade 6 English Language Arts & Grade 6 Reading - Curriculum Guide Updates 

Hillcrest Instructional Academic Team Leaders Leigh Gabriel and Valentia Iacono 
Cenatiempo presented the new Grade 6 and Grade 7 Curriculum Guides. Mrs. Gabriel 
explained that these revisions were needed to separate “Integrated Literacy” so that the 
standards for English Language Arts (ELA) and Reading are clearly defined for students, 
parents, and teachers. Each course will also be renamed to reflect their focus.  For each unit, 
vocabulary was added, standards were prioritized, and assessment were reviewed and revised 
as needed. Additionally, a common formative assessment was added for each unit in each of 
the four courses so that teams can engage collaboratively in a higher level of analysis 
regarding student progress.  Mrs. Petitti offered that the guide was easy to follow and that 
separating the two courses made sense. Mrs. Timpanelli inquired about the manner in which 
Spelling is addressed in the curriculum. It was shared that Spelling is a focus during the 
writing revision process. It is also addressed through word study, such as root words. Mrs. 
Timpanelli made a motion to accept the Grade 6 English Language Arts & Grade 6 Reading 
guides and bring them to the full Board. Mrs. Petitti seconded. 
 
d. Grade 7 English Language Arts & Grade 7 Reading - Curriculum Guide Update 

A similar process was followed with committee of ten (10) teachers for the Grade 7 ELA and 
Reading curricula.  Mrs. Petitti asked about the number of minutes that were devoted to 
instruction. Mrs. Gabriel shared that Grade 6 ELA has approximately one 45-minute period 
each day throughout the school year for 181 days and Grade 6 Reading, approximately one 45- 
minute period each day throughout the school year for 181 days. Mrs. Iacono Cenatiempo 
added that Grade 7 ELA has approximately one 45-minute period each day for 181 days, while 
Grade 7 Reading meets approximately one 45-minute period every other day, all year in the 
unified arts portion of the schedule for 90 days.  They commented that redefining the standards 
for each of these courses will not only assist teachers in planning and delivering lessons 
(especially new teachers,) but it will also greatly increase the clarity for the students learning 
the curriculum as well as the parents supporting their child’s development. Mrs. Timpanelli 



made a motion to accept the Grade 7 English Language Arts & Grade 7 Reading guides and 
bring them to the full Board. Mrs. Petitti seconded. 
 
e. Honors SCSU Sociology- Curriculum Guide Update 

History Department Chair, Kathy Rubano, relayed that the first two courses only cost $65 for 3 
credits. If their schedule permits, students can take both Sociology and Psych for one fee of 
$65 concurrently. Mrs. Petitti noted that six (6) college credit for the price of $65 could really 
help offset tuition costs for some families. Mrs. Rubano furthered that students enrolled in 
either course can also take courses for free the following summer at Southern. These credits 
can be transferred to any state school. She also mentioned that most professors do not use one 
specific text and that Southern will provide materials for the courses in addition to the 
materials already listed in our guides. Furthermore, Southern will provide resources free of 
cost as needed. They even have scholars they can connect with the school for the students 
during course delivery.  
 
Briana Brienza and Brian Springsteen worked with the Head of Sociology at Southern to 
review the THS content in comparison to Southern’s. They found that much of the material 
Southern expected, Trumbull Public Schools (TPS) already had in our guide. New to the 
revised TPS guide are the college experience and the course requirements in line with 
Southern. They also updated the syllabus so that it is aligns with the university.  Any of the 
supplementals currently listed will also be updated with Southern’s course in an ongoing 
manner. Mrs. Brienza also has access to Southern’s blackboard which stores resources for 
students and professors. This access can allow for continuously updated information in line 
with university.  Mrs. Timpanelli made a motion to accept the Honors SCSU Sociology- 
Curriculum Guide Update and bring it to the full Board. Mrs. Petitti seconded. 
 
f. Honors SCSU Psychology- Curriculum Guide Update 

Mrs. Rubano shared that this course has also been revised to align with Southern’s 
requirements similarly to Sociology. Mr. LaBarca and Mrs. Rubano spent a day with Southern 
professors to analyze components. Again, Southern was impressed with Trumbull’s course 
guide- very few changes were needed. Standards were prioritized and other materials were also 
added. Trumbull is pleased to be able to offer this opportunity for its students. Mrs. Timpanelli 
made a motion to accept the Honors SCSU Psychology- Curriculum Guide Update and bring it 
to the full Board. Mrs. Petitti seconded. 
 
g. Updated Dates and Times for the 2022-2023 School Year 

This item was tabled until more of the regular Curriculum Committee members are present.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:57am.  

 
 



TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Trumbull, Connecticut

Spanish / Español
Level A and B (Level 1)

Grades 7- 8

2022

Curriculum Writing Team
Marianela Castillo Teacher
Maria Salcedo-Frulla Teacher
Brenda Tarek Teacher
Paula Teixeira Teacher

Dr. Susan C. Iwanicki, Assistant Superintendent



Spanish Level A and B / Level 1
Grades 7-8

Table of Contents

Core Values and Beliefs

Introduction & Philosophy

Course Goals

Course Enduring Understandings  .

Course Essential Questions

Course Knowledge & Skills

7TH GRADE SPANISH CURRICULUM

Unit Para Empezar: Preliminary Chapter

Unit 1A: Mis amigos y yo Capítulo 1A ¿Qué te gusta hacer?

Unit 1B: Mis amigos y yo Capítulo 1B Y tú, ¿Cómo eres?

Unit 2A: La escuela Capítulo 2A Tu día en la escuela

Unit 2B: La escuela Capítulo 2B Tu sala de clases

Unit 3A: La comida Capítulo 3A Desayuno o almuerzo

Unit 3B: La comida Capítulo 3B Para mantener la salud

Unit 4A: Los pasatiempos Capítulo 4A ¿Adónde vas?

Unit 4B: Los pasatiempos Capítulo 4B ¿Quieres ir conmigo?

8TH GRADE SPANISH CURRICULUM

Unit 5A: Fiesta en familia Capítulo 5A Una fiesta de cumpleaños

Unit 5B: Fiesta en familia Capítulo 5B ¡Vamos a un restaurante!

Unit 6A:La casa Capítulo 6A En mi dormitorio

Unit 6B: La casa Capítulo 6B ¿Cómo es tu casa?

Unit 7A: De compras Capítulo 7A ¿Cuánto cuesta?

Unit 78: De compras: Capítulo 7B ¡Qué regalo!

Unit 8A: Experiencias Capítulo 8A De vacaciones



Course Credit

Prerequisites

Current References

Assured Student Performance Rubrics

Other Resources

The Trumbull Board of Education will continue to take Affirmative Action to ensure that
no persons are discriminated against in its employment.



CORE VALUES AND BELIEFS

The Trumbull High School community engages in an environment conducive to learning
which believes that all students will read and write effectively, therefore
communicating in an articulate and coherent manner.  All students will participate in
activities that address problem-solving through critical thinking. Students will use
technology as a tool applying it to decision making. We believe that by fostering
self-confidence, self-directed and student-centered activities, we will encourage
independent thinkers and learners. We believe ethical conduct to be paramount in
sustaining the welcoming school climate.

● We believe that all individuals are capable of learning.
● We believe that all individuals should have the resources necessary to achieve

success within a challenging curriculum.
● We believe that a family, school, and community partnership is essential to our

success.
● We believe that a safe and orderly environment is critical to learning.
● We believe that there is strength in diversity and that all individuals are worthy of

our respect and dignity.
● We believe that our school climate must be welcoming, caring, and supportive

for all members of the learning community.
● We believe that a reflective evaluation of present practices and processes is

necessary in order to plan for our future.

INTRODUCTION & PHILOSOPHY

Spanish Level A and Spanish Level B is offered as a full-year course meeting daily at the middle
school level. Spanish Level 1 is offered as a full-year course meeting daily at the high school
level.  The primary goal of this Spanish I program is to have students develop linguistic
proficiency at this level and cultural sensitivity.  The students will broaden their communication
skills while simultaneously deepening their appreciation for Hispanic cultures.
The program is structured sequentially to help build skill development.  Each unit is organized to
address listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture as outlined in the ACTFL (American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Guidelines and National Standards for Learning.
Activities are aligned to the 5 “C’s” of communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and
communities. The activities in this curriculum are aligned to communication, cultures,
connections, comparisons, and communities as well.  Each chapter includes assured experiences
to form a firm foundation for each student and builds upon these language skills, and
assessments that continually monitor the students’ progress.

As students are introduced to and practice communication skills, teacher-made situations and
visual stimuli are used to encourage oral communication. Introduction of basic grammatical
structures, vocabulary, and idiomatic expressions allow students to respond, converse, and react
in Spanish. Reading selections are included to enhance cultural references and parallel cultures.
Communicative activities are used in order to develop students’ oral and auditory proficiency in
the target language. Group work and collaborative activities are highly encouraged. Oral



presentations are also used throughout the course. Ancillary materials and technology are used
for further language development and independent practice.

Modern technology has not necessarily increased our ability to communicate effectively with one
another. To be able to communicate requires discipline, intelligence, cultural awareness, and
diplomacy. World language instruction needs to reach out in an effort to understand not only the
spoken word, but also the culture. It is our desire to impart a cultural awareness to our students
through the spoken and written word.  That is only the beginning, however, in strengthening the
ties which bind us all together in our world community.

Knowledge of a world language is essential.  Being able to speak, read, and write a world
language is no longer a luxury; it is a necessity.  With this in mind, we give our students in
Trumbull the opportunity to learn at least one world language other than English, and we
encourage them to learn others, so that America will remain a leader among nations.  Leadership
requires knowledge of other people's diverse values, of a multiplicity of cultures. It is our
purpose, therefore, to enlighten, to instill, and to sustain a love of learning of world languages
among students in the Trumbull Public Schools.

This curriculum guide is provided as a framework to the language teacher.  Although the
program is comprehensive, it is not intended to limit the teacher’s individual style and
contribution.  Teachers are encouraged to use outside sources, additional technology, realia, and
personal experiences to enhance this curriculum and make it most relevant to the student.

COURSE GOALS
The following Course Goals derive from the 2012 American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages.

At the completion of this course, students will:

Interpersonal Communication (Standard 1.1) Interact and negotiate meaning in
spoken, signed, or written
conversations to share information,
reactions, feelings, and opinions.

Interpretive Communication (Standard 1.2) Understand, interpret, and analyze
what is heard, read, or viewed on a
variety of topics.

Presentational Communication (Standard 1.3) Present information, concepts, and
ideas to inform, explain, persuade,
and narrate on a variety of topics
using appropriate media and
adapting to various audiences of
listeners, readers, or viewers.

Cultures: Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives Use the language to investigate,
(Standard 2.1) explain, and reflect on the

relationship between the practices



and perspectives of the cultures
studied.

Cultures: Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives Use the language to investigate,
(Standard 2.2) explain, and reflect on the

relationship between the products
and perspectives of the cultures
studied.

Connections: Making Connections (Standard 3.1) Build, reinforce, and expand their
knowledge of other disciplines while
using the language to develop critical
thinking and to solve problems
creatively.

Connections: Language Comparisons (Standard 4.1) Use the language to investigate,
explain, and reflect on the nature of
language through comparisons of the
language studied and their own.

Comparisons: Cultural Comparisons (Standard 4.2) Use the language to investigate,
explain, and reflect on the concept of
culture through comparisons of the
cultures studied and their own.

Communities: School and Global Communities Use the language both within and
(Standard 5.1) beyond the classroom to interact and

collaborate in their community and
the globalized world.

Communities: Lifelong Learning (Standard 5.2) Set goals and reflect on their
progress in using languages for
enjoyment, enrichment, and
advancement.

COURSE ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS

Students will understand that . . .
● global citizenship requires the ability to speak more than one language.
● the ability to express oneself in another language fosters a deeper, better understanding of

one’s own culture.
● the acquisition of another language enables an individual to participate in and be an

active member of multilingual communities.
● both language and awareness of culture are best acquired through communicating in the

target language.



COURSE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

● How do I use another language to communicate with others? (Interpersonal Mode)
● How do I understand what others are trying to communicate in another language?

(Interpretive Mode)
● How do I present information, concepts, and ideas in another language in a way that is

understood? (Presentational Mode)
● How can I use my knowledge of my native language (English) to aid me in understanding

and progressing in the learning of Spanish? (Language Comparisons)
● How can I reflect on and compare cultural products and perspectives to my own culture and

to other cultures? (Cultural Comparisons)

COURSE KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS

Students will know . . .
● Vocabulary about greetings; introductions; leave-takings; numbers; time; body parts
● Vocabulary about classroom, dates, asking for help
● Vocabulary about weather and seasons.
● Vocabulary about activities and expressions for saying what you like and don’t

like to do
● Vocabulary: about adjectives and vocabulary to ask about and describe someone’s

personality
● Vocabulary about class subjects; school activities; school supplies; ordinal numbers
● Vocabulary about classroom items and furniture; parts of the classroom; prepositions of

location
● Vocabulary about foods; beverages; adverbs of frequency; expressions to show

surprise
● Vocabulary about food; beverages; expressions to discuss health and indicate

preference, agreement, disagreement, and quantity; adjectives to describe food
● Vocabulary about leisure activities; places; expressions to tell where and with whom you

go; expressions to talk about when things are done
● Vocabulary about leisure activities; feelings; expressions for extending, accepting, and

declining invitations; expressions to tell when something happens
● Vocabulary about family and parties
● Vocabulary describing people and ordering a meal
● Vocabulary about bedroom items; electronic equipment; colors; adjectives to describe

things
● Vocabulary about rooms in a house and household chores
● Vocabulary about shopping, clothing, prices and numbers
● Vocabulary about stores; online shopping; gifts and clothing accessories;

expressions to describe past events
● Vocabulary about vacation places and activities; modes of transportation



Students will be able to . . .

● Use basic expressions with ser and estar
● Understand plural commands in the classroom setting
● Use nouns; singular definite articles; hay; ¿cuántos -as?
● Use hacer with weather expressions
● Use the Spanish alphabet to spell
● Use infinitives and make negative statements
● Use adjectives; definite and indefinite articles; and recognize word order
● Use subject pronouns; the present tense of -ar verbs
● Use the verb estar; plurals of nouns and articles
● Use present tense of -er and -ir verbs; me gusta(n), me encanta(n)
● Use the plural of adjectives; the verb ser
● Use the verb ir; interrogative words
● Use  ir + a + infinitive; the verb jugar
● Use the verb tener and possessive adjectives
● Use the verb venir
● Use ser and estar in the correct context
● Use comparisons and superlatives; stem-changing verbs (poder and dormir)
● Use affirmative tú commands and the present progressive tense
● Use stem-changing verbs; pensar, querer and preferir.
● Use demonstrative adjectives
● Use preterite of -er and -ir verbs, the preterite of ir
● Use preterite of hacer and dar



* 7th grade Spanish Curriculum

Unit : Para Empezar A Preliminary Chapter

Time
frame
3
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I greet people at

different times of the day?
● How do I introduce myself to

others?
● How do I respond to

classroom directions?
● How do I use numbers to tell

time?
● How do I refer to parts of the

body?
● How do I talk about things in

the classroom?
● How do I ask questions about

new words and phrases?
● How do I use the Spanish

alphabet to spell words?
● How do I talk about things

related to the calendar?
● How do I describe the

weather?
● How do I describe the

seasons?
● How do I compare weather in

the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres?

Big Ideas:
● To greet people

according to the
time of day use;
“buenos días,
buenas tardes, y
buenas noches”

● To introduce myself
to others I use
“soy” and “me
llamo”

● I am able to
demonstrate
understanding of
classroom
directions via
physical response.

● I am able to
correctly use
Spanish numbers
and expressions to
tell time.

● I can identify body
parts in Spanish.

● I can use
vocabulary
pertaining to
classroom items.

● I correctly use
“¿Cómo se dice…?
and ¿Qué quiere
decir…? ¿Cómo se
escribe…?”

● I can correctly
identify letters in
Spanish.

● I can correctly
format the day and
date in Spanish.

● I can correctly use
weather
expressions in
Spanish.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about
greetings; introductions;
leave-takings; numbers;
time; body parts;
classroom date; asking
for help; weather and
seasons

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.



● I can identify the
seasons (el verano,
la primavera, el
otoño, y el
invierno).

● I am familiar with
how geography
affects the seasons
and weather
conditions.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard Communication 1.1 Interpersonal

● Greet and introduce themselves to others
● Use correct leave-taking phrases
● Ask how others are
● Provide others with the correct numbers of things
● Ask and provide others the correct time
● Talk about classroom people and objects
● Ask for and provide others the date or day of the week
● Talk about the weather

ACTFL Standard Communication 1.2 Interpretive
● Read and listen to information about appropriate greetings, introductions, and leave-takings
● Read and listen to information about how to ask about how someone is
● Read and listen to information about classroom directions and commands
● Read and listen to information about numbers
● Read and listen to information about telling time
● Read and listen to information about parts of the body
● Read and listen to information about classroom people and objects
● Read and listen to information about the alphabet
● Read and listen to information about the calendar
● Read and listen to information about weather and seasons

ACTFL Standard Communication 1.3 Presentational
● Present Information about appropriate greetings, introductions, and leave-takings
● Write the correct numbers of things
● Present information about people and things
● Present information about the Spanish alphabet
● Present information about dates and days of the week
● Present information about season and the weather

ACTFL Standard Connections 3.1 Making Connections
● Discuss geography and climatology in the Southern Hemisphere

ACTFL Standard Comparisons 4.1 Language

● Explain the difference between tú and usted
● Discuss that nouns are either masculine or feminine
● Discuss some rules of punctuation and accent marks



ACTFL Standard Comparisons 4.2 Cultural

● Compare customs of greetings and introductions

Students will know:
Vocabulary about greetings; introductions; leave-takings; numbers; time; body parts; classroom date;
asking for help; weather and seasons

Cultural focus:
El calendario y la fecha (comparing the Spanish calendar to our own) p.14
Dos hemisferios (comparing weather from northern and southern hemispheres) p. 20-21

Students will be able to:
Use estar and ser in basic expressions, understand plural commands in classroom settings; use nouns;
singular definite articles; hay; cuántos -as?; use hacer with weather expressions

Common Formative:
Para Empezar 1 Assessment
Para Empezar 2 & 3 Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Preliminary unit of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
Ancillary materials from Auténtico.



Unit 1A: Mis amigos y yo Capítulo 1A ¿Qué te gusta hacer?

Time
frame
4 to 5
weeks

Essential Questions:

● How do I interpret (listen
to and read about)
activities people like and
don’t like to do?

● How do I talk and write
about what others and I
like and don’t like to do?

● How do I describe my
favorite activities and ask
others about theirs?

● How do I compare
favorite activities of
Spanish-speaking teens
to my own in the United
States?

Big Ideas:

● I can use various
Spanish activities
(and verbs) to
express what I like
and don’t like to do.

● I can use the
expressions “Me
gusta…”, “No me
gusta…”, “Me gusta
más…”, “No me
gusta nada…” and
“No me gusta ni …
ni…” to talk about
my likes and
dislikes.

● I can correctly use
and respond to the
questions “¿Qué te
gusta hacer?”
“¿Qué te gusta
más?” “¿Te
gusta…?”

● I can correctly use
the following
expressions to
agree or disagree,
“A mi también…” y
“A mi tampoco”

Vocabulary:

Vocabulary about
activities and
expressions for saying
what you like and don’t
like to do

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk and write messages about preferences in leisure activities

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to information about leisure activities and activity preferences
● Listen to and watch a video about volunteer activities
● Read about leisure and recreational activities
● Listen to and understand information about infinitives

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information on preferences in leisure activities



ACTFL  Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives

● Discuss outdoor cafés as popular places to relax with friends

ACTFL Standard 2.2 Products to Perspectives

● Discuss musical instruments used in the Dominican Republic and traditional dances

ACTFL Standard 3.1 Making Connections

● Discuss traditional music and cultural pride

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Talk about new vocabulary through the recognition of cognates
● Compare: Spanish and English infinitives; construction of negatives between English and Spanish;

expressing agreement or disagreement in English and Spanish; the Spanish vowels a, e, and i to
their English counterparts

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural

● Compare: places where teens gather to spend free time

Students will know:
Vocabulary about activities and expressions for saying what you like and don’t like to do

Cultural focus:
Outdoor cafés en el mundo hispano (discussing outdoor cafés as popular places to relax with
friends) p. 31
La música, El baile latino (discussing traditional music and cultural pride) p. 35

Students will be able to:
Use infinitives and make negative statements
Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿Qué te gusta hacer? ¿Qué te gusta más? ¿Te gusta…?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 1A

Assured Formative:
Vocabulary 1 A Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Unit 1A  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 1B: Mis amigos y yo Capítulo 1B  Y tú, ¿Cómo eres?

Time
frame
3 to 4
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret

descriptions of others?
● How do I describe my

personality traits?
● How do I identify cultural

practices?
● How do I make

comparisons of friendship
using cultural
perspectives?

Big Ideas:
● I can accurately

use the verbs ser
and Spanish
adjectives to
describe my own
and others’
personalities.

● I can identify other
words used to refer
to an “amigo” in
different Spanish
speaking countries,
such as:
“hermano” “cuate”
“amigote”
“compinche”.

● I am familiar with
the difference, in
Spanish speaking
countries, between
a friend and an
acquaintance.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about
adjectives and vocabulary
to ask about and describe
someone’s personality

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about personality traits
● Talk about themselves and each other
● Talk about activities and personality traits
● Talk about familiar objects

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Listen to information about personality traits
● Read information about personality traits
● Listen to and watch a video about personality traits
● Listen to and identify the gender of nouns
● Read a personality quiz based on color association

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present descriptions of traits of themselves and others
● Use poetry to express and describe themselves

ACTFL Standard 3.1 Making Connections
● Talk about and write a type of poem known as the diamante

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language



● Talk about vocabulary through the recognition of cognates
● Discuss building vocabulary through the use of root words
● Explain gender-agreement rules with use of adjectives
● Compare cognates that begin with the letters es plus consonant
● Explain the use of definite and indefinite articles
● Talk about the pronunciation of the letters o and u
● Talk about the placement of adjectives

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural
● Compare words used to identify friends and acquaintances (amigo vs. conocido)

ACTFL Standard 5.2 Lifelong Learning

● Communicate by email in Spanish

Students will know:
Vocabulary about adjectives and vocabulary to ask about and describe someone’s personality

Cultural Focus:
Perspectivas del mundo hispano: ¿Qué es un amigo? (Comparing words used to identify friends
and acquaintances -amigo vs. conocido) p. 66

Students will be able to:
Use adjectives; definite and indefinite articles and recognize word order
Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿Cómo eres?  ¿Eres…?  ¿Cómo es él / ella? ¿Cómo se llama?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 1B

Assured Formative:
Grammar 1 B Assessment

Texts/Materials: Unit 1B  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 2A: La escuela  Capítulo 2A Tu día en la escuela

Time
frame:
3 to 4
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret (listen to

and read) school subjects and
schedules?

● How do I talk and write about
classes and school activities?

● How do I exchange
information while explaining
what classes and activities
my friends and I have in
common?

● How does my school day
compare with those of
students in Spanish-speaking
countries?

● How do sports and attitudes
towards sports in the
Spanish-speaking world and
the United States differ?

Big Ideas:
● I can use school

subjects, activities,
supplies, and
ordinal numbers to
talk about my
classes and
schedules.

● I can use
vocabulary about
classes and school
activities to
describe my most
and least favorite
class.

● I can conjugate -ar
verbs (ie. hablar,
estudiar, enseñar,
cantar, bailar,
necesitar, dibujar,
etc..) in the present
tense to talk about
what I do during
and after school.

● I can identify
similarities and
differences
between school
schedules in
Spanish speaking
countries and my
own.

● I am familiar with
the passion for
soccer (el fútbol) in
Spanish speaking
countries.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about class
subjects; school activities;
school supplies; ordinal
numbers

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about: homework and classes; preferences in school subjects; preferences in activities
● Talk and write messages about people and schedules at school

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Listen to information: on school subjects, schedules, supplies; about the present tense of -ar verbs



● Read: information about school subjects, schedules, supplies; information about a language school
in Costa Rica

● Listen to and watch a video about a family discussing the school day
● Listen to the use of subject pronouns

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information about: work, home, and school activities; school subjects, schedules, supplies
● Present school cheers like those in Spanish-speaking countries

ACTFL Standard2.1 Practices to Perspectives
● Explain the focus on English language acquisition, mathematics in Spanish-speaking countries
● Talk about: school sporting event celebrations and traditions; leisure time during school hours

ACTFL Standard 2.2 Products to Perspectives
● Read and talk about school cheers
●

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language
● Talk about new vocabulary through the recognition of cognates; the present tense of -ar verbs
● Compare personalized school-related vocabulary
● Explain the use of subject pronouns; the pronunciation of the letter c

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural
● Compare: motivations for foreign language learning; leisure periods during the school day; the use

of the 24-hour clock to the 12-hour clock; school cheers and sporting event celebrations; the
importance of math education

ACTFL Standard 5.1 School and Global Communities
● Discuss why English-speakers in the community are interested in learning Spanish

Students will know:
Vocabulary about class subjects; school activities; school supplies; ordinal numbers

Cultural focus:
El mundo hispano - El recreo (Comparing el recreo to recess) p. 86
El mundo hispano - La hora (24 hour clock vs. 12-hour clock) p. 91
La cultura en vivo - Aficionados al fútbol (Discussing the passion for soccer including sample cheers) p.
92

Students will be able to:
● Use subject pronouns; the present tense of -ar verbs
● Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿Cómo es la clase de…? ¿Qué clases tienes en la …. hora?  ¿Quién enseña tu clase?  ¿Cómo
es el profesor / la profesora?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 2A

Assured Formative:
Vocabulary 2 A Assessment



Texts/Materials:
Core

● Unit 2A  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico
● Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 2B: La escuela Capítulo 2B Tu sala de clases

Time
frame:
3 to 4
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret (listen to

and read) conversations and
notes about school?

● How do I talk and write
about classes, classrooms,
and where things are
located?

● How do I exchange
information while describing
someone’s location?

● How do I compare
perspectives towards school
and uniforms in the
Spanish-speaking world and
the United States?

Big Ideas:
● I can understand

the question ¿Qué
es esto? and give
descriptions of a
classroom using
the Spanish
vocabulary for
furniture (using
plural nouns and
articles).

● I can accurately
use the verb estar
and prepositions of
locations to explain
the location of
various items in the
classroom.(al lado
de la /del, debajo
de la / del, delante
de la / del, detrás
de la / del, encima
de la, del, en)

● I can ask and
respond to the
question
“¿Dónde…? to
discuss location.

● I understand that in
most Spanish
speaking countries
schools do not
have gymnasiums
nor school
sponsored sports
like in the United
States.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about
classroom items and
furniture; parts of the
classroom; prepositions
of location

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about personal and classroom items and furniture
● Talk about the locations of: objects in a classroom setting; people in a photo

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive
● Listen to information about: classroom items and furniture; the use of location words



● Read: information about classroom items and furniture; a dialogue requiring understanding of the
irregular verb estar; a dialogue requiring understanding of articles; a note about a student’s
request for information

ACTFL Standard  1.3 Presentational
● Present information about classroom items and furniture
● Present a dialogue requiring understanding of articles
● Compose: a paragraph about a classroom

ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives
● Discuss the widespread use of school uniforms; how physical education classes and team sports

are conducted
● Explain that school demands a high percentage of students’ time

ACTFL Standard 2.2 Products to Perspectives
● Explain the structure of educational systems

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language
● Talk about vocabulary through the recognition of cognates; the verbal and nonverbal expression,

¡Ojo!; about the irregular verb estar; the pronunciation of the letter g
● Explain number agreement with nouns and articles

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural
● Compare: the use of school uniforms; the design of physical education class; commitments to and

behavior in school

ACTFL Standard 5.1 School and Global Communities
● Consider the need for Spanish speakers in different types of jobs in the educational field

Students will know:
Vocabulary about classroom items and furniture; parts of the classroom; prepositions of location

Cultural focus:
El mundo hispano - School uniforms (Discussing wearing uniforms in Spanish-Speaking countries) p. 106
El mundo hispano - School gyms (Discussing the lack of school gyms and school sports teams) p. 113
Conexiones-  Las matemáticas (Discussing the different currencies and exchange  rates in
Spanish-speaking countries) p. 109

Students will be able to:
● Use the verb estar; plurals of nouns and articles
● Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿Qué es esto? ¿Dónde está? ¿Cuántos hay?

Common Summative Assessments:
● Examen del Capítulo 2B

Assured Formative:
Grammar 2 B Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Core



● Unit 2B  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
● Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 3A: La comida Capítulo 3A Desayuno o almuerzo

Time
frame: 3
to 4
weeks

Essential Questions:

● How do I listen to and
read descriptions of
meals and menus?

● How do I talk and
write about foods I
(and others) like and
dislike?

● How do I discuss
food preferences?

● How do I discuss
what I eat and drink?
and how often?

● What is the history of
some foods originally
native to the
Americas and
Europe?

Big Ideas:
● I can understand

various
descriptions of
meals (el desayuno
y el almuerzo) in a
Spanish menu.

● I can express my
likes and dislikes
about foods, and
ask the same from
others. (Me
gusta(n)... , Me
gusta(n)... , Me
encanta(n)... , ¿Te
gusta(n)...?)

● I can talk about
what I eat and drink
using comer, beber
and compartir.

● I can talk about
what I eat and drink
using expressions
of frequency
(siempre, nunca,
todos los días) and
food vocabulary.

● I understand that
certain foods
common in the
United States are
originally from the
Americas and
Europe.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about foods;
beverages; adverbs of
frequency; expressions to
show surprise

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about: food and beverage preferences; eating habits and meals; favorite activities
● Exchange written messages about food preferences

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive
● Listen to and understand information about food items
● Listen to information about breakfast and lunch
● Read: recipes for meals and beverages in Spanish; information about eating habits and meals; a

restaurant menu; fruits and vegetables of Spanish-speaking countries



● Listen to and watch a video about lunch foods in Spanish-speaking countries;

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational
● Present information about: foods and beverages; eating habits during meals; the origins of food

items; a restaurant menu; food and drink preferences

ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives
● Explain breakfast habits in Spanish-speaking countries

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language
● Talk about new vocabulary through the recognition of cognates; the usage of me gustan and me

encantan
● Explain that nouns can modify other nouns
● Explain the present tense of -er and -ir verbs
● Explain the pronunciation of the letters h and j

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural
● Compare: typical breakfast habits

ACTFL Standard 5.2 Lifelong Learning
● Realize the value of being able to read a restaurant menu

Students will know:
Vocabulary about foods; beverages; adverbs of frequency; expressions to show surprise

Cultural focus:
El mundo hispano: El desayuno (Discussing typical breakfasts in Spanish-speaking countries) p. 134
Lectura - Frutas y verduras de las Américas (Discussing the origins of many fruits and vegetables) p. 138

Students will be able to:
Use the present tense of -er and -ir verbs; me gusta (n), me encanta (n)
Understand and respond to the question:
¿Qué te gusta más?   ¿Te gusta(n) …?  ¿Cuál es tu desayuno / almuerzo favorito?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 3A

Assured Formative:
Vocabulary 3A Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Core

● Unit 3A  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
● Para Hispanohablantes:Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 3B: La comida Capítulo 3B Para mantener la salud

Time
frame:
3 to 4
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret (listen

to and read) descriptions
of healthy and unhealthy
lifestyles?

● How do I talk and write
about food, health, and
exercise choices?

● How do I discuss my
opinions about food
choices and health?

Big Ideas:
● I can understand

descriptions of
healthy and
unhealthy lifestyles
using food,
beverages, and
exercise
vocabulary in
Spanish.

● I can talk and write
about my dinner (la
cena), and exercise
choices to keep a
healthy lifestyle
using the verb ser
and plural
adjectives for
descriptions.

● I express my
opinion about food
choices and health;
with agreement and
disagreement
expressions (Estoy
de acuerdo, No
Estoy de acuerdo,
Creo que sí, y Creo
que no).

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about food;
beverage; expressions to
discuss health and
indicate preference,
agreement,
disagreement, and
quantity; adjectives to
describe food

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about food groups and a healthy diet
● Talk and write about food preferences and meals
● Talk about healthy lifestyle choices

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive
● Read and listen to information about food groups
● Read and listen to information about health habits
● Listen to ways to describe food

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational
● Present information about foods and beverages
● Present information about healthy lifestyle choices
● Present information about personality traits of people



ACTFL Standard 3.1 Making Connections
● Discuss nutrition

ACTFL Standard  4.1 Language
● Talk about new vocabulary through the recognition of cognates
● Explain gender agreement in use of adjectives
● Explain the pronunciation of the sounds of l and ll
● Explain number agreement in use of adjectives
● Explain the present tense of the irregular verb ser

ACTFL Standard  4.2 Culture
● Compare places people shop for produce

Students will know:
Vocabulary about food; beverage; expressions to discuss health and indicate preference, agreement,
disagreement, and quantity; adjectives to describe food

Students will be able to:
Use the plural of adjectives and the verb ser

Cultural Focus:
El mundo hispano - El Mate (Discussing the national drink of Argentina) p. 152
El mundo hispano - ¡Gooooooooooool! (Discussing the popularity of soccer in Spanish-speaking
countries) p. 163

Common Summative Assessments:
● Examen del Capítulo 3B

Assured Formative:
Grammar 3A Assessment

Texts/Materials:
● Unit 3B  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
● Para Hispanohablantes:Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 4A: Los pasatiempos Capítulo 4A ¿Adónde vas?

Time
frame:
3 to 4
weeks

Essential Questions:

● How do I interpret (listen
and read) leisure activities
and schedules?

● How do I talk and write
about places to go and
activities to do during free
time?

● How do I discuss my
weekend plans?

● How do I compare leisure
activities in the
Spanish-speaking world
and the United States?

Big Ideas:

● I can talk about my
leisure activities
and locations in my
community.

● I can use Spanish
vocabulary
expressions to tell
where, when and
with whom I go.

● I can talk about my
weekend plans
using the near
future (Ir+a+
infinitive); and use
question words to
ask others about
their plans
(¿Adónde?, ¿Con
quién?, ¿Dónde?
¿Cuándo? ¿De
dónde es…?).

● I understand that in
Spanish speaking
countries teens
engage in more
outdoor activities
than in the United
States.

Vocabulary:

Vocabulary about
leisure activities;
expressions to tell
where and with whom
you go; expressions to
talk about when things
are done

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about leisure activities and locations
● Talk and exchange written messages about where to go on different days of the week

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to information about leisure activities
● Read a letter about how a student spends her time;
● Listen to and watch a video about leisure activities in Costa Rica

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information about: leisure activities and locations
● Reply to an e-mail message
● Perform a short skit about a student’s first day of school



ACTFL Standard 3.2 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives
● Practice songs to games played by children

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Talk about new vocabulary through the recognition of cognates; the correct placement of stress
and accents; origins of the Spanish days of the week

● Explain the verb ir; the use of interrogatives

Students will know:
Vocabulary about leisure activities; expressions to tell where and with whom you go; expressions to talk
about when things are done

Cultural focus:
El mundo hispano - Pasear (Discussing the significance of “la plaza”) p. 177
La Bamba de Richie Valens (Discussing the fusion of traditional mexican music with rock and roll) p. 183
La cultura en vivo -Rimas infantiles (Making cultural connections of Spanish and English children rhymes
and how they reflect the culture) p. 190

Students will be able to:
Use the verb ir; interrogative words
Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿De dónde eres? ¿Adónde vas? ¿Con quién vas? ¿Cuándo vas?

Assured Formative:
Vocabulary 4A Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Core

● Unit 4A  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
● Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 4B: Los pasatiempos Capítulo 4B ¿Quieres ir conmigo?

Time
frame:
3 to 4
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret and

respond to (listen to and
read) invitations and
responses?

● How do I discuss and write
an invitation and an activity
plan?

● How do I identify cultural
perspectives regarding
sports and free-time
activities?

Big Ideas:

● I can understand
and accept or
decline invitations
for various activities
using “¿A qué
hora? ¿Me
gustaría..?, (No)
puedo.. , estoy
cansado(a), estoy
contento(a), estoy
enfermo(a)”

● I can extend an
invitation to various
leisure
activities/events (el
concierto, el baile,
jugar al tenis, jugar
al béisbol,
etc),activities using
¿Te gustaría…?,
¿Quieres ….?,
¿Puedes …?  and
expressions of time
(a la una de la
mañana, este fin de
semana, esta
tarde, etc.)

● I understand that
extracurricular
activities
traditionally play a
smaller role in
school life in
Spanish-speaking
countries than in
the United States.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about leisure
activities; feelings;
expressions for
extending, accepting and
declining invitations;
expressions to tell when
something happens

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about: sports and pastimes; emotions and states of being; when certain events and activities
occur

● Extend, accept, or decline invitations



ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to information about sports and pastimes
● Listen to information about how people are feeling
● Read: about emotions and states of being; an advertisement for a sports training school
● Listen to and watch a video about weekend activities; sports and pastimes

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information about: sports and pastimes; emotions and states of being; when certain
activities occur; a sports training school;

ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives

● Talk about how students traditionally engage in activities outside of school

ACTFL Standard 3.1 Making Connections
● Apply knowledge of geography and current events

ACTFL Standard 3.2 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives

● Read an advertisement for a sports training school

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Talk about new vocabulary through the recognition of cognates; the use of ir in conjunction with a
and an infinitive; the pronunciation of the letter d

● Explain that words are borrowed across languages
● Compare the use of jugar idioms with English

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural

● Compare: specialized, regional crafts and products; how students engage in activities outside of
school

Students will know:
Vocabulary about leisure activities; feelings; expressions for extending, accepting and declining
invitations; expressions to tell when something happens

Cultural focus:
Perspectivas del mundo hispano ¿Qué haces en tu tiempo libre? (Discuss traditional extra curricular
activities in Spanish-speaking countries) p. 214

Students will be able to:
Use ir + a + infinitive; the verb jugar
Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿A qué hora? ¿Te gustaría…?  ¿Quieres…?  ¿Puedes…?

Common Summative Assessments:
● Examen del Capítulo 4A & 4B

Assured Formative:
Grammar 4B Assessment



Texts/Materials:

Core
● Unit 4B  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
● Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



*8th grade Spanish curriculum

Unit 5A: Fiesta en familia Capítulo 5A Una fiesta de cumpleaños

Time
frame
5
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret (listen to

and read) descriptions of
family members and family
relationships?

● How do I describe my
family and ask others
about their own family?

● How do I talk and write
about family, friends, and
celebrations?

● How do I interpret cultural
perspectives on family
celebrations in the
Spanish-speaking world?

Big Ideas:
● I can describe my

own family
members, their
ages, and
relationships.

● I can ask others
about their own
families.

● I can talk about
celebrations with
family and friends.

● I understand the
importance of
family in Hispanic
culture as well as
the  quinceañera
tradition.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about family
and celebrations

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about families and celebrations
● Talk about classes and school materials
● Exchange written messages about families and activity preferences

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to information about family celebrations
● Listen to and watch a video about a quinceañera
● Read a child’s birthday card
● Read about a quinceañera

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information about families and celebrations
● Write about how family members are related

ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives

● Explain Hispanic names and naming conventions
● Describe celebration traditions like the piñata

ACTFL Standard 2.2 Products to Perspectives
● Discuss papel picado

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Talk about new vocabulary through the recognition of cognates
● Compare the uses of tener idioms with English



● Compare the use of possessive adjectives
● Explain the use of diminutives in Spanish

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural

● Compare family celebrations
● Compare the role of families
● Compare pictorial representations of families

ACTFL Standard 5.1 School and Global Communities

● Read about Hispanic surnames

ACTFL Standard 5.2 Lifelong Learning

● View an authentic Spanish-language video

Students will know:
Vocabulary about family and parties

Cultural focus:
Lectura - La Quinceañera (Discussing the significance of the coming of age celebration) p. 238
Cultura - El nombre completo (Discussing the naming custom in Spanish Speaking countries) p. 239

Students will be able to:
Use the verb tener; possessive adjectives
Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿Cómo es tu familia? ¿Cuántos años tiene él/ella? ¿Cuántos años tienen ellos/ellas?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 5A

Assured Formative Assessment:
Vocabulary 5A Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Ancillary materials from Auténtico

● Unit 5A of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
● Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 5B:Fiesta en familia Capítulo 5B ¡Vamos a un restaurante!

Time
frame
4
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret (listen

to, read, and write)
information about
restaurant meals and
service?

● How do I exchange
information while
describing physical
features of family
members?

● How do I write about plans
for a celebration?

● How do I interpret cultural
perspectives on meals and
mealtimes in the
Spanish-speaking world?

Big Ideas:
● I can order a meal,

and request
additional items for
the table at a
restaurant.

● I can describe and
ask about physical
features of family
members.

● I can talk about
party plans: ¿Quién
viene(n)? ¿Qué
traen?

● I understand the
importance of
mealtimes as social
events in
Spanish-speaking
countries.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about
describing people and
ordering a meal

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk and write messages describing a family‘s members and events
● Talk about table settings, meal customs in Spanish-speaking cultures
● Talk about foods and beverages

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to descriptions of family members
● Read and listen to information about restaurants, table settings, meal customs in

Spanish-speaking cultures
● Listen to and watch a video about a celebration
● Read a restaurant review

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Write analogies to compare people and things
● Present information about food and beverages
● Present a skit between a server and customers

ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives

● Interpret that extended families tend to be close-knit in Spanish-speaking countries
● Interpret etiquette for summoning a server
● Interpret typical restaurant offerings in Spanish-speaking countries
● Describe the mealtime custom of sobremesa in Spanish-speaking countries



ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Explain the use of adjectives ending in -ísimo
● Talk about new vocabulary through the recognition of cognates
● Explain the use of the verb venir
● Explain the pronunciation of the letters b and v
● Explain the differences between the verbs ser and estar

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural

● Compare relationships with extended families
● Compare techniques for getting a server’s attention
● Compare menu selections

Students will know:
Vocabulary about describing people and ordering a meal

Cultural focus:
Cultura - Llamar la atención del camarero (Discussing how to get a waiter’s attention in a
Spanish-speaking country) p. 253
Perspectivas del mundo hispano - A la hora de comer (Discussing the importance of meal time customs
in Spanish-speaking countries) p. 264

Students will be able to:
Use the verb venir; the verbs ser and estar
¿Me puede traer? ¿Me trae…? ¿Le traigo…? ¿Algo más?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 5B

Assured Formative:
Grammar 5B Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Unit 5B  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 6A : La casa Capítulo 6A En mi dormitorio

Time
frame
6
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret (listen to

and read) descriptions of
bedrooms and colors?

● How do I talk and write
about my room?

● How do I talk about my
bedroom and ask others
about theirs?

● How do I interpret the
cultural practice of siestas?

Big Ideas:
● I can describe my

bedroom and items
in my bedroom
using colors in
Spanish.

● I can list and
describe various
items in my
bedroom.

● I can compare my
own bedroom to
others, and talk
about sleep.

● I understand the
significance of a
“short rest” / nap
during the day in
Spanish-speaking
countries.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about
bedroom items; electronic
equipment; colors
adjectives to describe
things

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about: bedroom and home furnishings and arrangement; the distribution of home electronics;
colors and color association; flag colors and symbolism; sleep habits

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Listen to: descriptions of bedrooms and bedroom furnishings; information about Spanish color
words; information about students’ personal preferences; the verbs poder and dormir in
conversation

● Listen to descriptions of two different bedrooms

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information about: ways to describe things; entertainment preferences; items in the home
● Present a description of a bedroom using illustrations

ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives

● Discuss la siesta

ACTFL Standard 2.2 Products to Perspectives

● Discuss Spanish-style architecture
● Discuss colors and symbols of Spanish-speaking countries’ flags



ACTFL Standard 3.1 Making Connections
● Discuss interpretations of colors in psychology

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Explain: comparisons in Spanish; superlatives in Spanish; the stem-changing verbs poder and
dormir; the pronunciation of the sounds of r and rr

● Talk about the recognition of cognates

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural
● Identify: the influence of Spanish architecture in the United States;

Students will know:
Vocabulary about bedroom items; electronic equipment; colors adjectives to describe things

Cultural focus:
Cultura - Las banderas & Conexiones - Las ciencias sociales (Discussing the significance of colors in
flags of Spanish-speaking countries) p. 282-283
Cultura - La siesta (Discussing the custom of a “short rest” / nap during the day in Spanish-speaking
countries) p. 286

Students will be able to:
Use comparisons and superlatives; stem-changing verbs: poder and dormir
Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿Cómo es tu dormitorio? ¿De qué color es tu dormitorio? ¿Qué hay en tu dormitorio? ¿Cuántas horas
duermes cada noche?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 6A

Assured Formative:
Vocabulary 6A Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Unit 6A  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
Ancillary materials from Auténtico.
Para Hispanohablantes:Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas.



Unit 6B: La casa Capítulo 6B ¿Cómo es tu casa?

Time
frame
5
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I listen to

conversations about
chores and read housing
ads?

● How do I talk about
household chores and
write a description of a
house or apartment?

● How do I give advice?
● How do I understand

cultural perspectives
regarding homes and
privacy?

● How do I explain how
houses in the
Spanish-speaking world
compare to those in the
United States?

Big Ideas:
● I can identify

housing vocabulary
in a housing ad.

● I can talk about
house chores.

● I can give advice
using informal
Spanish
commands.

● I understand that
privacy is highly
valued and
reflected in the
architecture of
homes in Spain
and Latin America.

● I understand the
architectural
differences of
homes in
Spanish-speaking
countries.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about rooms
in a house and household
chores

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about the locations of rooms in a house
● Talk about furniture found in homes
● Talk about household chores
● Give advice to another person orally or in a written message

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to information about rooms in a house
● Read and listen to information about household chores
● Listen to and watch a video about a tree house in Costa Rica
● Read a letter asking for personal advice
● Read a real estate advertisement

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information about household chores
● Present information about rooms in a house 

ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives

● Describe how architecture design promotes privacy in Spanish-speaking countries



ACTFL Standard 2.2 Products to Perspectives
● Describe patios in Spain and the Americas
● Explain the use of home features such as patios

ACTFL Standard 3.1 Making Connections

● Making connections about different currency in Spanish-Speaking countries

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Talk about the recognition of cognates
● Explain the use of tú commands
● Explain the progressive tense
● Explain the pronunciation of n and ñ

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural

● Compare idioms for names of house sections

Students will know:
Vocabulary about rooms in a house and household chores

Cultural focus:
Cultura - El patio (Discussing the significance of patios to architecture of homes in Spain) p. 303
Perspectivas del mundo hispano ¿Cómo son las casas en el mundo hispano? (Discussing the
architectural features of homes in Spanish-speaking countries and family privacy) p. 314

Students will be able to:
Use affirmative tú commands; the present progressive tense

Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿Qué estás haciendo? ¿Dónde vives? ¿Cómo es tu casa? ¿Cuáles son tus quehaceres?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 6B

Assured Formative:
Grammar 6B Assessment

Texts/Materials:
Unit 6B  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
Ancillary materials from Auténtico
Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas



Unit 7A : De compras Capítulo 7A ¿Cuánto cuesta?

Time
frame:
5
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I listen to

conversations and read
about clothes and
shopping?

● How do I talk and write
about shopping plans and
gifts?

● How do I exchange
information while
purchasing an item of
clothing?

Big Ideas:
● I can talk about

shopping using
clothing vocabulary
in Spanish, and
expressions such
as “¿Cómo me
queda(n)? and Te
queda(n)...”

● I can talk about my
shopping plans
using the
expressions
“Prefiero…”,
“Quiero…” and
“Pienso…”

● I can ask for and
understand the
price of items using
Spanish numbers,
¿Cuánto cuesta(n),
and Cuesta(n).

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about
clothing; shopping;
numbers 200-1,000

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about shopping and clothes
● Talk about preferences and plans

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to information about shopping and clothes
● Listen to and watch a video about shopping and clothes
● Read about preferences and plans

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information about shopping and clothes
● Present information about money and currency
● Present information about preferences and plans

ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives

● Explain etiquette of dress at social functions
● Describe the growing influence of Latin American fashion designers

ACTFL Standard 2.2 Products to Perspectives

● Discuss currency in Spanish-speaking countries



ACTFL Standard 3.1 Making Connections
● Reinforce mathematics skills

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Explain the pronunciation of the letter z
● Discuss verbs pensar, querer, and preferir
● Discuss demonstrative adjectives
● Discuss a non-verbal expression for “That’s expensive!”

Students will know:
Vocabulary about clothing; shopping; numbers 200-1,000
Cultural focus:
Cultura - El dinero de Bolivia, Perú, y Costa Rica (Discussing different currency and exchange rates) p.
328

Students will be able to:
Use stem-changing verbs: pensar, querer, and preferir; demonstrative adjectives
Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿En qué puedo servirle? ¿Cuántos cuesta(n)? ¿Cómo me queda(n)? ¿Cómo te queda(n)?

Common Summative Assessments:
Examen del Capítulo 7A

Assured Formative:
Vocab 7A Assessment

Texts/Materials:Unit 7A  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
Ancillary materials from Auténtico.

Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas

Unit 7B: De compras Capítulo 7B ¡Qué regalo!



Time
frame
3
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I listen to and read

about gifts and gift stores?
● How do I talk and write

about items you’ve bought
and their price?

● How do I discuss gifts and
price?

● How do I explain the role of
markets and specialty
stores in Spanish-speaking
countries?

Big Ideas:
● I can talk about

buying gifts and
places to shop
using Spanish
vocabulary for
accessories and
specialty stores.

● I can talk about
items I bought and
how much I paid
using the preterite
tense (busqué,
compré y pagué)
and direct object
pronouns (lo, las,
los, las).

● I can give opinions
about gifts and
prices using
Spanish
expressions: ¡Qué
barato! y ¡Qué
caro!

● I understand the
cultural difference
of shopping at
malls / department
stores vs speciality
stores.

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about places
to shop; gifts;
accessories; buying and
selling

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk and write messages about shopping and gifts
● Talk about stores and malls
● Talk about leisure activities, work, and chores in the past
● Talk about things using direct object pronouns

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to information about stores and malls
● Read and listen to information about shopping and gifts
● Listen to and watch a video about shopping for gifts in El Rastro
● Read a jewelry store advertisement
● Listen to information about work and chores

ACTFL Standard 1.3 Presentational

● Present information about shopping and gifts
● Present information about stores and malls



ACTFL Standard 2.1 Practices to Perspectives

● Explain contrast of specialty shops and malls

ACTFL Standard 2.2 Products to Perspectives

● Discuss Madrid’s flea market, El Rastro
● Discuss that the Euro is the currency of Spain

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Talk about vocabulary through the recognition of cognates
● Discuss nouns that end in -ería
● Explain forming the preterite tense of -ar verbs
● Discuss the preterite of verbs ending in -car and -gar
● Discuss the pronunciation of qué & gué
● Discuss the use of direct object pronouns

ACTFL Standard 4.2 Cultural

● Compare local flea markets to El Rastro

Students will know:
Vocabulary about places to shop; gifts; accessories; buying and selling

Cultural focus:
Cultura - Los centros comerciales y los grandes almacenes (Discussing the difference between malls,
department stores and speciality stores) p. 350
Cultura - El rastro de Madrid (Discussing the most famous flea market in Spain) p. 363

Students will be able to:
Use preterite of -ar, -car, and -gar  verbs; direct object pronouns lo, la, los, las.
Understand and respond to the following questions:
¿Qué hiciste el fin de semana pasado? ¿Qué compraste?¿Cuánto pagaste? ¿Qué venden en…?

Assured Formative:
Grammar del Capítulo 7B

Texts/Materials:
● Unit 7B  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico.

● Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas

Unit 8A: Experiencias Capítulo 8A De vacaciones



Time
frame
3
weeks

Essential Questions:
● How do I interpret (listen to

and read) information
about trips and vacations?

● How do I talk and write
about past favorite and
imaginary trips?

Big Ideas:
● I can talk about

places I would like
to see during my
vacation (Me
gustaría ver…),
activities to do, and
modes of
transportation.

● I can talk about
past vacations and
activities using the
preterite tense (Yo
fui a…)

Vocabulary:
Vocabulary about
vacation places and
activities; modes of
transportation

*Refer to appendix for
complete list of
vocabulary terms
associated with this
unit.

Standards:
ACTFL Standard 1.1 Interpersonal

● Talk about: travel and vacation activities; leisure activities,
● Talk and write messages about: travel plans; local attractions in a community

ACTFL Standard 1.2 Interpretive

● Read and listen to information about: travel and vacations
● Listen toRead: a version of “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”;

ACTFL Standard 3.1 Making Connections

● Reinforce geography skills

ACTFL Standard 4.1 Language

● Talk about vocabulary through the recognition of cognates; the preterite of -er and -ir verbs
● Explain: the irregular preterite form of the verb ir; -ar verbs

Students will know: Vocabulary about vacation places and activities; modes of transportation

Students will be able to:
Use the preterite of-er and -ir verbs, the preterite of ir; preterite of ver, hacer and dar
¿Cómo lo pasaste? ¿Qué hiciste? ¿Qué te pasó? ¿Te gustó? ¿Viste…?

Common Summative Assessments:
Grade 8 Final Benchmark (7B & 8A combined)

Assured Formative:



Vocabulario del Capítulo 8A

Texts/Materials:
● Unit 8A  of Auténtico. New York: Pearson, 2018. Web.
● Ancillary materials from Auténtico.

Para Hispanohablantes: Ancillary para hispanohablantes by Savvas

Appendix A - Vocabulary lists by Unit (attach here 1A-8A)

































Appendix B
Suggested Performance Based Projects
The following projects are ideas for the topics of each chapter, however these are
evolving and can change from year to year depending on our student population,
current events and resources available.

❖ Mi colegio/escuela
❖ Mi sala de clases
❖ Mi horario
❖ Todo sobre mí
❖ Árbol genealógico
❖ En un restaurante
❖ Mi Dormitorio
❖ Poema en diamante
❖ Una Casa
❖ En la tienda
❖ El Corte Inglés

*Here are two samples of projects we have completed in the past.
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TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
NEW TEXT REVIEW/APPROVAL PROCESS 

 
Date Submitted: 7.21.22 

 
Title of Text: Kindred 

 
Author: Octavia Butler 
 
Publisher: Beacon Press 
 
Year Published: January 1, 2003 (last copywritten); first published in 1979 
 
ISBN Number:  

• ISBN-10  :  0807083690 

• ISBN-13  :  978-0807083697 

 

Core1 or Supplemental: Canonical/Contemporary—Supplementary (the only Core text in this course 
is an excerpt from “Civil Disobedience”; however, teachers must select at least one canonical text and 
one contemporary text. 
 

Course: English 11 American Perspectives 
 
Grade Level: 11 
 
(If applicable) Replaces text: None  
 
Rationale for adopting new text: Kindred is a unique narrative that allows students to explore 
innovative literary development of a story (two “stories” told as overlapping narratives but from 
different time periods) from a female author of color. It is a highly engaging narrative by an acclaimed 
writer whose most recent accolade hails from NASA as one of the most important and influential 
American science fiction writer, which named the designated landing area of Perseverance’s rover on 
Mars. The narrative itself, while meant for young adult to adult readers, has a Lexile difficulty of 580, 
making it accessible to all readers in English 11. This also allows students to focus their skill 
development on how writers use various techniques and make literary choices to develop their 
narratives rather than having to grapple with comprehension of a more challenging text, so students’ 
learning focuses on analyzing rather than comprehension. Having this choice will allow teachers to 
select texts based on specific students and learning needs. 
 
Text Description: Dana, a modern Black woman, is celebrating her twenty-sixth birthday with her 
new husband when she is snatched abruptly from her home in California and transported to the 
antebellum South. Rufus, the White son of a plantation owner, is drowning, and Dana has been 
summoned to save him. Dana is drawn back repeatedly through time to the slave quarters, and each 
time the stay grows longer, more arduous, and more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or not 
Dana's life will end, long before it has a chance to begin. 
 
Strengths: As a PEN Lifetime Achievement and McArthur Award winning writer, Butler’s technique 
is masterful, as she weaves two stories together. The two narratives are high interest for young adults, 
and the Lexile level, 580, makes it accessible to all students. Additionally, with part of the story set in 

                                                 
1 “Core” refers to a resource that must be used by all students for attainment of course goals.  
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present times, students will be able to relate to Dana’s situation more easily, thus entering the text with 
ease to study Butler’s art with facility. 
 

Weaknesses:  
 
Submitted by: Adeline Marzialo, English Department Chair, Trumbull High School 
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