How Do | Know If My Child is
Making Progress?

www.cpacinc.org
860-739-3089 (Niantic)

C I l \C Connecticut’s Resource for Children with Disabilities,

Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center EMPOWERING AND EDUCATING FAMILIES

Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center
4/

« The information in this workshop is brought to you
by Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC)

« Connecticut’s federally funded Parent Training and
Information (PTI) Center

« CPAC is a statewide non-profit organization that
offers information and support regarding their
effective participation in the special education
process to families of children with disabilities as
well as education professionals.
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Session Outcomes

[ ﬁ/

Participants will:

Learn how to use the IEP as a tool to know if your child is making
progress

+ Understand the importance of progress monitoring in measuring
student achievement

+ Know the questions to ask to tell if your child is making progress
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The Legal Framework for Special Education

[ ﬁ/

- Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

* Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act (IDEA) 2004

+ Connecticut General Statutes (Section 10-76a to
10-76h)
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IDEA ‘04

The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Improvement Act (IDEA
‘04) guarantees a free appropriate
public education (FAPE) to each
child with a disability. Parents are
expected to participate as equal
partners in the development of their
child’s Individual Educational
Program (IEP).

Connecticut’s Resource for Children with Disabilities;
( : pA( : 5 EMPOWERING AND EDUCATING FAMILIES
- =
Basic Assumptions
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« All children can learn

- Parents and teachers need to have high
expectations for all children

« All children learn differently

* Progress monitoring data can help improve instruction
and learning outcomes for all students
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o Monitoring Student Progress

4_/

Data Driven Decision Making
* Know where to look for information
* Understand what the data says

* Understand how to use the data to improve
student outcomes
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We Need To Know Where To Start
— 4_/

What is the child’s current level?

What is baseline data?
* How do we know what they can do?
* Where do we find these answers?
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Monitoring Student Progress
o 4_/

Some places to find relevant information about your child’s learning:

Evaluations, Smarter Balanced Assessment SBAC scores, work

samples or homework, report cards, IEP goal progress reports,

parent and professional observations, curriculum based
assessments

CPAC 9
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When You Have Concerns
— 4_/

+ Review existing evaluation results
+ Bring concerns to PPT

 Ask for additional testing, when needed

CPAC .
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Evaluation

CPAC

4_/

Process used by Planning and Placement Team
(PPT) to:

— determine a child’s strengths and weaknesses
— determine eligibility for special education
— Determine elements in the IEP

Parental INFORMED consent must be given in
writing before the evaluation

Must be a trained and knowledgeable evaluator

Connecticut’s Resource for Children with Disabilities;
i EMPOWERING AND EDUCATING FAMILIES

Evaluation

CPAC

4_/

Must be in all areas related to the suspected
disability

Is more than just one test or assessment
procedure

Must be in child’s native language

Must not discriminate against the child
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Evaluation

[ ﬁ/

* (a) Review of existing evaluation data. As part of an initial evaluation (if appropriate) and
as part of any reevaluation under this part, the IEP Team and other qualified
professionals, as appropriate, must—

— (1) Review existing evaluation data on the child, including—

* (i) Evaluations and information provided by the
parents of the child;
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Review the IEP
— 4_/

* Present Levels of Performance

— data about academics and behavior
* Annual Goals
* Measurable Objectives for Progress
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Components of an IEP
B 4_/
* Present levels of educational performance

* Measurable annual goals and short-term objectives linked to
Common Core State Standards

« Special education & related services and supports (needed to
make progress and participate in non-academic activities)

« Extent the child will NOT participate with non-disabled peers
* Moadification in standardized assessment

* How progress will be measured

- Secondary transition services
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Present Levels of Academic Achievement - PLAA

 Name, First Name: ‘mmiddlyyyy
PRESENT LEVELS OF ACADEMIC ONAL
(The following information was derived from: report data, tion from classroom i and
curriculum i including Smarter CT Alterna te its and

Parentand Student |
input and concems |

ty on invalvement
Strengths ConcernsiNeeds and progress in the general education
(indlude data curriculum or activities

(oriety
‘AcademiciCognitive

O Age Appropriate

AcademiciCognitive:
Math:

fath:
0 Age Appropriate

Other Academic/
ic Areas:

reas:
0 Age Appropriate
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Present Levels of Functional Performance

B PLOFP

Student DOB: District: Meeting Date:

tayyyy

LastName, FistName

Y
PRESENT LEVELS OF ACADEWIC ACHIEVEMENT AND FUNCTIONAL PERFORMANCE
Impact ofstudent’s sabilty on invalvement

Strengths Concems/Neeck

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Health
including Vision And Hearing
0 Age Appropriale

Fine and Gross Hotor:
o

Activities of Daily Living:
O Age Appropriate

Other:

O Age Appropriate.

20, Revisd Februry 2098 INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM
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- We Need To Know Where We Are Going -

- Starting with present levels, or current baseline data, we look toward
the future and set SMART Goals for the student:

— Specific

— Measurable

— Action Oriented

— Relevant

— Time Sensitive (1 year for goals, objectives may be shorter)
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Child’s Goals and Reporting Progress

« IEPs are required to include:

— Measurable annual goals and short term objectives designed to meet their
UNIQUE needs

— A description of how progress toward meeting annual goals will be measured
— A description of when progress reports will be provided to parents
* Reporting must include —

— Not less than quarterly reports or other periodic reports sent at least as often as
regular report cards

* Reporting may include --
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Other Important Ways To Follow Progress

« Team meetings

Teacher reports
— Email
— Phone call

Work Samples
« Communications book
What else?
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oals And Objectives

CPAC

Student: 00B: Distrct Mesting Date:
Lasthame, Fstame Y
] e ] ]
Dsm Help DEmpioyment D\nde))endeﬂl Living__ [JHealtn Clother. (specy)
Tl hck e st is 15 years of age. (Nole: Page 6, Transiion Planning must be compleled f this bax s checked)
Measurable Annual Goal* (Linked to )
(O, Trials, otc)
st TGod]
Objective #1
Eval. Procedur Report Progress Below (Use Reporting K
Pert Ciitri 0
0, Trials, ote) i
Objective 2
Eval. Procedure: Report Progress Below (Use Reporting Ke
e it R R
6 o ) N R A
Chjective 3
Eval. Procedure:
Pert Critria:
0, Trils, otc)
Evaluation Procedures. Perfomance Ciftera
T 7 R - Duraton
2 5 B Vs Grouth G Succossh Complotion of Taskctuiy
3.Proand st Baso Lino Dta 9. Work Sampie, ob Perormance orProduets . Standard Score crease H. Masery
4. QuzzesfTosts 0 o 1. Other:(speciy)
5.Studnt SlfassessmertRubric 1. Othr (spcity) € FroquancyTrls 4.0ther spociy)
6. ProocExperimentPortoo 12.0thr (spcity)
el S = Satifaclory Progess ~ Likely o acheve goal
Unsatsactory Progress ~ Unlkely o achieve goal roduced O = Other
T T T T et Dtk oy 15T S0 e oo o g G0 G el 1o o e S e o

noods that rsult from the student’ disabity.
Page___of __Goal Pages
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We Need To Measure Progress

CPAC

Student: DOB: District: Meeting Date:
Last Name, First Name mmiddlyyyy miadlyyyy

SPECIAL FACTORS, PROGRESS REPORTING, EXIT CRITERIA

1. For students whose behavior impedes her/his learning or that of others, the PPT has considered strategies, including positive behavioral interventions and supports to address that behavior, and

[ IEP Goals and Objectives have been developed to [ Other (specify)

CINA [ Abehavioral intervention plan has been developed. e o b

2. For students with limited English proficiency, the PPT has considered the language needs of the student as they relate to the student's IEP and recommended the following
[ Recommendation: (specify)

3. For students who are blindvisually impaired (VI): ] NA Clinstruction in braille or use of braille is being provided, as required.  [] The PPT has determined, after an evaluation of the
student's reading and writing skills, needs, and appropriate reading and writing media (including an evaluation of the student's future need for instruction in braille or the use of braille), that
instruction in braille or the use of braille is not appropriate for this student

4. For students with print-related disabilities (such as SLD/Dyslexia, blind/VI, physical limitations or organic dysfunction): [JNA ] The PPT has accessible
material (AEM) and/or accommodations noted on page 8 of the IEP~ if so which format/accommodation utilized: (] Large Print [] Digital Text [] Audio [ Other
(specify)

5. For students who are deaf or hard of hearing: [JNA  [] See attached required Language and Communication Plan (Form ED638) — The PPT has determined (after considering the
student's language and needs), for direct with peers and ersonnel in the child's language and communication mode, academic level,
and ful range of needs, including opportunities for direct instruction in the student' and mode, and

whether the student requires assistive technology.

PROGRESS REPORTING

1. Areportof progross toward moeling the Meastratlo Annusl Godls and Short Term Objectives induded in this [EP wil be sent o parents periodically, according to the fllowing schecile
O Quar I Consistent with grade level report cards [ Other (specify)

EXIT CRITERIA

1. Exit Criteria: Student will be exited from  [] Ability to succeed in Regular Education without
Special Education upon: (Check One) Special Education support

O Graduation  [JAge21 (1 opner
(specify)

INFORMATION ON IEPs and SECONDARY TRANSITION

1. Parents, including Surrogate Parents and the student if 18 or older have been provided ([ electronically or [] in hard copy) with relevant information and resources relating to IEPs created

by the CSDE (including, but notlimited to, information relating to transition resources and services for high schod students) immediately upon the formal identification of any child as a child
requiring special educalion and at each PPT meeting thereafter: [] Building a Bridge ] Parent's Guide to Special Education [ IEP Manual [] OTHER

2! The Parssis Transifon B of Rights lias besn pecded o parenis o stiudents n s througt buelth grerde loansure Hiat the BPT éise usss kamsifion sarvices
Rights: [ is available on the schod district website; is enclosed with this document; [] was already provided, reviewed and discussed this school year 1dale)

EDG620, Revised December 2015

Connecticut’s Resource for Children with Disabilities;
22 EMPOWERING AND EDUCATING FAMILIES

11



Share Results
— J
- Regular — Daily/Weekly testing to measure growth
 Chart results

-
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WIF: Correctly Read Words Per Minute

-
o o
L

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Weeks of Instruction
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- Participating in the Process

4_/

After the meeting
— Stay involved
— Keep in touch
— Give positive feedback
— Express concerns

— Choose your battles
wisely
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SMART Goals

B 4_/

+ Specific: Ask the individual measuring some questions to be sure you
understand what the goal is supposed to be measuring.

- State expected outcome as simply, concisely and explicitly as
possible
— Who: Who is involved?

What: What do | want to accomplish?

— Where: Identify the location.
When: Establish a time frame.

Which: Identify requirements and constraints. (independent or with prompts/pictures,
other supports?)

Why: Specific reasons or purpose of goal.
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SMART

T 4_/
+ Measurable

- A -measurable goal has an outcome that can be
assessed

- Establish concrete criteria for measuring progress

— Sliding scale
— Percent
— Number
( :FDA( ) 2 R N AT RC T Aa Earis e
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SMART
— 4/
* Action based

* specific actions or procedures need to be completed in
order for the goal to be realized

—J will read x words

—M will cut on the lines of the worksheet to create
shapes
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SMART
— J
* Realistic and Relevant

- Set the bar high enough for a satisfying achievement,
for meaningful outcomes and but also within reason.

* Endrew F.
—More than de minimis
—Highly calculated for success

Connecticut’s Resource for Children with Disabilities;
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Endrew F. v. Douglas County

B —/

* Rowley: “reasonably calculated to enable the child to receive
educational benefits.”

— for students in regular-education classes, an IEP may generally be
required to facilitate grade advancement

« Same or modified curriculum?
 Endrew F.:

— “The IDEA demands more. It requires an educational program
reasonably calculated to enable a child to make progress
appropriate in light of the child’s circumstances.”
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SMART
— 4_/

 Time-defined

« Start and end point
* Monthly, weekly, end of the IEP period
+ |EP sets annual goals — objectives can be short term

* The time that the goal is being measured should also be captured:

« X will answer comprehension questions with 90% accuracy during small
group reading lessons

« K will have 3 reciprocal verbal exchanges with a peer during social skills
group
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30 EMPOWERING AND EDUCATING FAMILIES




Program Accommodations and Modifications

[ ﬁ—’

* Must be specific and appropriate to meet the needs of the child as
defined in the IEP

- Accommodations are changes made to instructions (such as
materials, content enhancements, and tasks) that change how a
student learns

- Modifications are changes to the content, which affect what the
student learns
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We Need To Know How To Get There

Sites/Activities Where
Required and Duration

and to be p t

- To in and
—  To be educated and participate with other children with and without disabilities.

Accommodations may include Devices Servis
Waterials/Books/EqUIpment:

Behavioral interventions

Instructional Strategies:

Other:

Note: When specitying required supports for personnel to implement this IEP, include the specific supports required, how often they are o be provided (frequency) and for how long (duration)
chool Personnel to Implement this IEP include:

l Frequency and Duration of Supports Required for

evised February 20090 INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM
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4/
Student 00B: Distict: Meeting Date:
Tast Name, First Name. mmiddlyyyy middyyyy
SPECIAL EDUCATION, RELATED SERVICES, AND REGULAR EDUCATION
Special Education Services | Goal(s) | Frequency | Responsible | Service Start Date EndDate | Site" | ifneeded, description of
* Staff implementer | (mmiddyyyy) | (midlyyyy) Delivery (eg. smal group, team taught
F 7. Reguiar Classroom 2 3 T Communty- 5. Ofher:
Instruciona St 5 Laaten k5
Descrplon o paricpaton i
Generd Education
Nole Each 1. Assistive CTNot [T Required: See Pg. 8 N
Item #113  Technology: Required §.Length of School Day:  (Specify)
et ea  2APPlid (Voc) E&: [ Rogular [ Special (speciy) CINA 6. Number of DaystWeek: ~ (Specify)
response 3. Physical Education: ] Regular ] Special (specify) [JNA  7.Length of School Year:  (Specify)
4. Transportation: [ Regular (] Special (specify)
8. Total School Hourseek: (Specy) | 9. Specia Education Hourseek: (Specily) i T
s (ime with non-disabled peers):
1. Since the last Annual Revi icipated iviies i OYes 0o
12. Extended School Year Services: [ Not Required (] Reqired: See service delivery grid above or an ] Reauired: Continue to implement current IEP
additional page 11 for services to be provided
13, 2) The oxtent, fany, Y i other i activ transportation, s, with
students who do not have disabilies:
I Not Applcable: Student wil partcpale full
]t IEP requres any removal of the Schod, Gassro0m, exTacuTIcUar, o Toracademc achvives, (69, 1unch, recess, ransportaion, elc thal she would alfend i not
dsabled, the PPT must justify [ Not applicable: Student wil participate fully
Othe pages if necessary)
Note: The LRE Checkist
thatthe Educaton Act.
[ — INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM u
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Monitoring Implementation of the IEP

4__/

* Work Samples

+ Classroom observation

* Regularly scheduled meetings

* Progress Reporting as outlined in IEP
Mastery of Short Term Objectives
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Road Blocks, Speed Bumps Or Really Good Time
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4_/

Review the IEP progress reports
Inadequate progress

—Modify special education instruction? Time?
Intensity? Methodology?

—Modify accommodations?
—Modify goals?

Exceeding goals

—More ambitious goals

Changes, Consolidation and Amendments

R UTY |- ——
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The PPT must meet at least once every year. Can meet as often as
needed.

Changes to an IEP can be made without a team meeting if parents
and district agree and develop a written document to amend or modify
the current IEP. Be CAREFUL

Districts shall encourage the consolidation of reevaluation meetings
and other PPT meetings

A parent may request a copy of the revised IEP (with the
amendments incorporated)
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For More Information

« Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center
www.cpacinc.org

860-739-3089

« CT State Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education
http://portal.ct.gov/SDE

(Quicklinks - click on
Special Education)
860-713-6910
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| Things You Can Do

* Create a Home File

— Review report cards, work samples,
discipline reports

— Review Assessments

 Standardized; CMTs or
other district-wide (DRA)

* Curriculum-based

* Be prepared to talk about this with
staff

Review academic records as well as the
behavioral, social and emotional areas.
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