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2022-23 Phase One: Executive Summary for Schools

Describe the school’s size, community/communities, location, and changes it has experienced in 
the last three years. Include demographic information about the students, staff, and community 
at large. What unique features and challenges are associated with the community/communities 
the school serves? 
 

The Kenton County School District includes eleven elementary schools and has a 
population of over 14,500 students. Ryland Heights Elementary is one of the 
southernmost elementary schools in the district. Ryland Heights Elementary serves 
a diverse population of students from unincorporated areas of a rural community 
and extends to the cities of Covington, Taylor Mill, Fairview, Independence, Visalia 
and Morning View. With students from several different communities, we have a 
variety of barriers that our students and families face. Our building was built in 
1960 and was renovated in 1994 to add a gym and a media center and then another 
renovation in 2020 to incorporate more safety features, such as a secure vestibule 
and main office entrance, security cameras and a more secure key system. Ryland 
Heights Elementary is in the finishing stages of an additional renovation that began 
in the 2021-22 school year to remove all mobile classroom units, add classrooms to 
the building and update the kitchen/cafeteria space. Additionally, Ryland Heights 
Elementary has continued to prioritize technology for our students and have 
successfully transitioned to becoming a 1:1 school, with all students having a 
chrome book to utilize during instruction in addition to having every classroom 
equipped with a smartboard. The Kenton County School District has also provided 
the additional supplemental position of an Instructional Technology Coach to 
provide continuous technology professional development for the staff. Ryland 
Heights Elementary highly encourages our students to become involved in extra- 
curricular activities and provides a wide variety of opportunities such as intramural 
basketball, running club, STLP, chorus and energy wise. Ryland Heights Elementary 
also partners with the YMCA to utilize the 21st Century grant to offer free after 
school academics and clubs, such as art, karate and archery. 

 

Provide the school’s purpose statement and ancillary content such as mission, vision, values, and/ 
or beliefs. Describe how the school embodies its purpose through its program offerings and 
expectations for students. 
 

The mission of Ryland Heights Elementary School is to provide a strong foundation 
of academic, behavioral and social skills that will ensure students are prepared for a 
successful transition to middle school and beyond. We believe that all students can 
learn and grow daily, and we strive to have high expectations and provide rigorous 
learning opportunities for all students. We also believe that all students are unique 
and learn differently; therefore, we provide a variety of opportunities and resources 
for needs based instruction and interventions to meet students where they are and 
help them learn and grow. In order to help our students achieve their fullest 

Description of the School

School's Purpose
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potential, we create a culture and belief that a Team consisting of parents & 
guardians, educators, students, and the community is key.

 

Describe the school’s notable achievements and areas of improvement in the last three years. 
Additionally, describe areas for improvement that the school is striving to achieve in the next 
three years. 
 

According to the 2021-22 Impact Survey, 70% of teachers responded favorably on 
overall how positive is the working environment at Ryland Heights Elementary. This 
is a 29% increase from 41% responding favorably on the 2019-2020 Impact Survey. 
Additionally, according to the 2021-22 Impact Survey Ryland Heights Elementary has 
continued to be an extremely positive environment for students with 87% 
responding favorably to On most days, how enthusiastic are the students about 
being at school. This was a slight increase from 85% on the 2019-2020 Impact 
Survey. Academically, Ryland Heights Elementary students scored well above the 
state average in all assessed areas on the 2020-21 state assessment. Most notably, 
Ryland students achieved a score of 91.4% P/D in On-demand Writing which was a 
28.2% gain from 2018-19 state testing. Moving forward in the 2022-23 school year 
and beyond, we will continue to focus on meeting the needs of our students with 
disabilities as well as our students receiving tiered interventions.

 

CSI/TSI (including ATSI) Schools Only: Describe the procedures used to create the school’s 
improvement plan and briefly state the specific efforts to address the causes of low student 
performance and resource inequities.  
 

N/A

 

Provide any additional information you would like to share with the public and community that 
were not prompted in the previous sections. 
 

At Ryland Heights Elementary School, we know that the key to student success is 
holding high expectations for all students and providing them with a rigorous and 
engaging learning opportunity each and every day. We take great pride in building 
positive relationships with our students and maintaining a safe, nurturing learning 
environment every day. All of these factors contribute to create a love for learning 
within our students. Daily encouragement for our students to reach their fullest 
potential will enable us to prepare them for the transition to middle school and all 
opportunities that come their way throughout their educational career and beyond.

 

Notable Achievements and Areas of Improvement

Additional Information

Additional Information
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