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Mrs. Cocanower Named Finalist for Teacher of the Year
by Al i  M ygrant

M rs. Tara Cocanower  
has been chosen as a top 
ten f inal ist  for  the Indiana 
Teacher  of the Year  Award. 
She has been teaching in  
the United States for  13 
years, 9 of which were 
spent at Bluffton.The 
fol lowing two years she 
spent in  Rom ania teaching 
for  the Peace Corps. 

She developed a love of 
h istor y fr om  t im e spent 
wi th her  grandfather  as a 
chi ld and she says, ?I  th ink  
understanding the wor ld 
around you, helps you 
m ove through the wor ld in  
a very in tent ional  and 

purposeful  way.? She uses 
research and exper ience 
to help students in  her  
classroom  understand 
and learn fr om  her  love of 
H istor y. 

Cocanower  adm its that 
she is hum bled and 
gratefu l  as wel l  as 
nervous, but overal l  proud 
to be a Tiger  and 
represent Bluffton H igh 
School . The recognit ion 
m ade her  feel  as i f  i t  was a 
team  effor t . She says, ?The 
only r eason I  appl ied for  
Indiana Teacher  of the 
Year  is to r epresent 
Bluffton wel l . I  want 

Bluffton to get the credi t , 
not just m e.? 

As a Top Ten Final ist , 
she has to tr avel  to 
Indianapol is for  an 
in ter view. She m ust stand 
in  fr ont of a panel  of 12 
judges to del iver  a speech. 
H er  speech m ust be 2-3 
m inutes long and convey 
her  Teacher  of the Year  
m essage. I f  the judges 
choose her  for  Indiana 
Teacher  of the Year , she 
wi l l  help the Indiana 
Depar tm ent of Education 
throughout the state, 
encouraging teachers, and 
par t icipat ing in  planning .

M rs. Cocanower   will present to a board for  
the final round of the process. (photo by The 
Com et staff)

Gunman at Ind. Fair
by Er ica H ar tm an

Fr iday, August 19th, 
2022, Indiana State Pol ice 
confi rm ed that a m an was 
found to possess 
disassem bled r i f le par ts in  
h is bag at the Indiana State 
Fair. According to 
Fox59.com , Indiana State 
Pol ice (ISP) tr oopers were 
dispatched and 
apprehended the m an 
before any harm  could be 
done. There was on ly a 
verbal  al ter cat ion that 
took  place pr ior  to ar rest. 

A vir al  video of the 
scene unfolding in  r eal  
t im e was posted to TikTok  
by angietx956. The video 
star ts off wi th people 
shouting and hiding 
behind am usem ent park  
attr act ions.

 ?W e thought  i t  m ight 
m ight have been a f ight. I t  
was worse; th is person 
pul led a r i f le. Everyone 
star ts r unning and 
scream ing,? the video 
says. The video cuts to the 
next scene where ISP 
tr oopers are seen seizing 

Severe Storms in Chicago
by Aldon Zol l

In form ation fr om  NBC 
Chicago states that 
Chicago had a severe 
thunderstorm  that h i t  on 
August 29, 2022. The 
winds picked up to 80 
m i les per  hour  dur ing the 
thunderstorm . W arn ings 
were sent across the 
county and areas of the 
m oving storm . The state 
of Chicago, as wel l  as 
Indiana, was under  a 
severe thunderstorm  
warn ing unt i l  around 6 
PM .

Around noon that day, 
r epor ts cam e in  of fal len 
tr ees and dam age fr om  
winds could be seen fr om  
suburb to suburb. The 
storm  affected and 
im pacted the str eets and 

Flooding Hits Pakistan
by Bai ley Yates

There have been 
devastat ing f loods in  
Pak istan due to m onsoon 
rains. The worst affected 
are the southern distr icts 
of Balochistan and Sindh. 
M ore than 1,000 were 
k i l led with m ore than 
1,600 in jured by 
landsl ides and f lash 
f loods. 

The cl im ate change 
m in ister  r epor ted the 
rains are heavier  than any 
recorded in  the last 
decade. The Indus River  
has had over flowing 
banks due to glacier s 
m el t ing as wel l  as record 

the suspect and pul l ing 
r i f le par ts out of h is 
backpack . 

The m an has been 
issued a tr espass 
warn ing and perm itted 
not to r eturn to the 
fair grounds. No charges 
have been pressed.

neighborhoods, as wel l  as 
houses and cars, fr om  
Peotone to Grant Park  in  
I l l inois and then to Lowel l  
to W heatf ield in  Indiana. 
In form ation fr om  the 
National  W eather  
Services. Also says that 
m ore storm s were created 
the evening the storm  hi t . 
A storm  of hai l  was 
produced and hai l  the size 
of gol f bal ls was repor ted.

rains. Food rat ions and 
m edical  help is on the way 
in  the next com ing week  
in  hopes of r eceding 
waters and lessening rain .

Trump Raided
by Gavin Thom as

On M onday August 8, 
the FBI got a search 
war rant, and i t  searched 
Donald Trum p's 
M ar -a-Lago club in  
Flor ida. 

The federal  agents 
found over  300 classi f ied 
docum ents in  Trum p's 
estate. The docum ents' 
contents included nuclear  
weapons and other  top 
secret docum ents. The FBI 
spent n ine hours 
searching M ar -a-Lago for  
the classi f ied docum ents. 

The docum ents were 
found in  the basem ent and 
in  Trum p's off ice. Trum p 
said that the raid was? out 
of nowhere and with no 
warn ing.? 

Ear l ier  th is year , Trum p 
gave the Agency 15 boxes 
of docum ents which 
caused the invest igat ion 
on M r. Trum p. 



astounding $6.481 per  
gal lon. 

This confl icts wi th the 
nat ional  tr end shown 
across the United States. 
In  M ay 2022, the nat ional  
average pr ice-per -gal lon 
was $4.62. This pr ice 
fur ther  decreased to the 
beginn ing of Septem ber  
where the 
pr ice-per -gal lon stands at 
$3.829 cur rent ly. This 
shows a downward tr end 
across the nat ion. W hich 
is good for  those outside 
of the state of Cal i forn ia.

Cal i forn ia?s r ising gas 
pr ices as com pared to the 
decrease across the 
nat ion can be attr ibuted 
to the Gas Tax that 
Cal i forn ia has levied. I t  is 
a tax that increases 
increm ental ly year  by 
year. W ith the tax being 
bum ped up to 53.9 cents 
per  gal lon in  July of 2022. 
The tax was m eant to 
increase along with 
in f lat ion; however , i t  has 
led to m ore m oney being 
pul led fr om  dr ivers in  
Cal i forn ia than other  
states. The tax has been 
refuted and m any 
proposals have been 
m ade to r eplace the bi l l  
and get m oney back  in to 
the hands of the dr ivers. 
Pol i t ics and in fight ing 
between par t ies has led to 
al l  of these being shut 
down fair ly quick ly. W ith 
r eal ly no end in  sight, 
dr iver s are left  wi th 
waning gas suppl ies as 
their  incom e slowly stops 
being able to keep up with 
the pr ice.
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Russo-Ukrainian War
by Izzi  Cur less

M idterm  elect ions wi l l  
occur  Tuesday, Novem ber  
8, 2022. Out of the 100 
seats, 35 in  the senate are 
up for  r eelect ion. 435 
seats in  the H ouse of 
Representat ives wi l l  also 
be contested.

CNN repor ts that 
Uk raine?s arm ed for ces 
have begun a push to 
l iberate Russian-occupied 
areas. Som e ci t ies affected 
by the f ight ing are 
Kherson, Beryslav, and 
Kakhovka. M eanwhi le, 
both countr ies cont inue to 
poin t blam e at each other  
over  who f i r ed m issi les 
around a nuclear  plant. 
W orkers at the plant 
r epor t, ?God forbid you 
look  at a guard the wrong 
way. You could be thrown 
in to the basem ent? (CNN). 

The In ternat ional  
Atom ic Agency is 
discussing stat ion ing a 
presence at the power  
plant. The United Nations 
nuclear  agency chief says 
h is exper ts are staying put 
after  they cross in to 
Russian-held ter r i tor y. As 
of r ight now, Russian 
leaders in  M oscow 
welcom e the idea of 
leaving the plant. 

W hi le th is is 
happening, the EU has 
discussed a possible ban 
on Russian tour ists. The 
conclusion they have 
com e to m akes i t  di ff icul t  
for  Russians to tr avel . 
H owever , i t  stopped a 
com plete ban on Russian 
visas. M ul t iple countr ies 
suppor ted the visa ban as a 
step in  the cor rect 
dir ect ion but several  
stated m ore needed to be 
done. A substant ial  
increase in  Russian border  
crossings has becom e a 
secur i ty concern for  those 
neighbor ing countr ies. 
M ore than one m i l l ion 
Russian ci t izens have f led 
to Fin land and Eston ia. 

As of 9:15 AM  on August 
31, Russia cut off the gas 
supply to Europe. W hi le 
the gas is shut off, Russian 
off icials are stat ing that 
the cut-off is due to 
scheduled m aintenance. 

On the other  hand, 
Germ an off icials are 
accusing Russia of using 
i ts energy resources as a 
weapon. 

The energy crunch has 
seen a 400% increase in  
wholesale gas pr ices 
with in  the past year. 
Resul t ing in  governm ents 
spending bi l l ions to ease 
the burden. The si tuat ion 
is expected to get worse 
and som e countr ies have 
said fuel  r at ion ing is 
possible. M ore 
in form ation on th is 
subject can be found on 
CNN.com .

W hi le Cal i forn ia is 
batt l ing cl im ate change 
and air  pol lut ion they are 
cutt ing gas em issions 
fr om  gas powered 
vehicles. In  the Los 
Angeles Times the 
Cal i forn ia Air  Resources 
Board voted al l  m otor  and 
gas powered vehicles to 
be sold by 2035.

Cal i forn ia?s m ission is 
to stay away fr om  oi l  in  
the future. Stat ing again, 
by 2026, the plan of 
Cal i forn ia?s cars sold to 
dealer ships would be 
electr ic cars. 35% of 
electr ic vehicles would be 
sold to Cal i forn ia 
dealer ships. Al l  new gas 
powered vehicles wi l l  no 
longer  be sold in  
Cal i forn ia instead electr ic 
vehicles wi l l  be sold.

Midterm Elections
by Al i  M ygrant

The State of California 
vs. New Gas Vehicles 

by Li ly Sheets

Gas Prices in Calif.
by Canaan Troyer

The key races in  
Indiana are for  Secretar y 
of State, Treasurer , 
Audi tor , U.S. Senator , and 
the U.S. H ouse of 
Representat ives.  20 
county posi t ions wi l l  also 
be  contested th is 
m idterm  elect ion. Overal l , 
87 people wi l l  be on the 
bal lot in  Novem ber.  

In  W el ls County vot ing 
is avai lable at the 4-H  
Park , Fir st Presbyter ian 
Church, the Ossian 
Lighted Gardens, Tower  
Li fe Center , and Southern 
W el ls Com m unity 
Church. 

For  those of you who 
have recently turned 18, 
have you decided to vote? 
The Cler k?s Office in  the 
cour thouse can help you 
get r egistered. You can 
also subm it a voter s 
appl icat ion at 
indianavoters.com .  You 
wi l l  need an Indiana 
Dr iver  l icense or  any 
other  val id state-issued 
ident i f icat ion. 

Gas pr ices in  
Cal i forn ia have been 
soar ing. The average gas 
pr ice of Cal i forn ia is 
$5.252, wi th som e 
counties with in  Cal i forn ia 
having pr ices at an 

In  break ing news, 
Queen El izabeth  passed 
away at the age of 96. H er  
son,  Char les I I I , wi l l  now 
assum e the role, t i t le, and 
responsibi l i t ies as King 
Char les I I I .

H er  r eign of 70 years 
and seven m onths serves 
as the longest r eign of any 
Br i t ish m onarch h istor y.

Queen Elizabeth Passes
by Publ icat ions Staff
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Meet the Exchange Students of Bluffton High School
by Am een Lababneh and H annah W ithers

?I  l ike the diverse 
cul tures here in  
Am er ica. The hardest 
par t  of leaving was 
saying goodbye to 
fam i ly and fr iends. In  
m y school  we use 
un i form s and each 
lesson is an hour. I?m  
exci ted to visi t  Kennedy 
Space Center , and I  am  
passionate about 
engineer ing. The super - 
size food and dr inks are 
weird, and I  m iss 
tr adi t ional  m eals fr om  
hom e. I  r eal ly l ike 
deep-dish pizza, and 
cheeseburgers. I  don?t 
l ike tacos.?

Aziza Yeleussin, 
Kazakhstan, 15

Ameen Lababneh, 
Israel, 17

Hasanah Pradungsit , 
Thailand, 17

Farangiz G'aybullayeva, 
Uzbekistan,  17

?I l ike the diversi ty 
in  Am er ica, in  Thai land, 
we have uni form s for  
school . I  th ink  the 
process to becom e an 
exchange student is the 
hardest par t  of leaving 
hom e. I  f ind a bi t  of 
cul ture shock  such as 
the restroom  stuff, 
eat ing r ice with a for k , 
and school  system . I  
m iss Thai  food so m uch. 
M y favor i te Am er ican 
food is m y host 
grandm other?s chicken 
and noodle recipe!?

?Saying goodbye to 
m y fam i ly and m y 
fr iends was the hardest 
par t  of leaving. I  m iss 
them  so m uch. Back  at 
hom e, you stay in  the 
sam e classroom  for  the 
whole day. The teachers 
m ove between classes. 
W e don?t have spor ts in  
m y school , and we have 
7 per iods a day. I  am  
exci ted to go to prom  
and hom ecom ing. I  l ike 
to r ead and draw, and I  
aspir e to becom e a 
chem ical  engineer. M y 
favor i te Am er ican food 
is corn dogs.?

?I l ike the view in  
Am er ica, especial ly the 
clouds and sky. The 
hardest par t  of leaving 
was saying goodbye to 
m y fam i ly. In  
Uzbek istan there are 18 
classes and there is no 
elem entary, m iddle, or  
h igh school . In  
Uzbek istan, there?s just 
a school . I  want to 
im prove m y Engl ish and 
do the SAT. I  r ead, swim , 
play vol leybal l , and play 
basketbal l . I  want to 
becom e a lawyer. M y 
favor i te Am er ican food 
is bur r i tos and pizza, and 
m y least favor i te is 
cheeseburgers.?Photos by Jessica Br icker

Popular Euphoria Actress Leaves Show
by Lydia Athan

H BO?s Euphor ia is a 
popular  ser ies that m any 
viewers en joy. The show 
holds viewers? attent ion 
with i ts eye-catching 
fashion and m akeup, i ts 
stunning visuals, and i ts 
twists and turns that keep 
people talk ing. 

Al though Euphor ia has 
been renewed for  Season 3, 

a beloved 
actress wi l l  
not be 
return ing. 
Barbie 
Fer reir a, who 
plays the 
character  
Kat, has left  
the show 
after  r epor ts 

that her  
screen t im e 
was cut in  
Season 2 
fol lowing a 
f ight wi th 
the show's 
creator  
over  her  
character 's 
ar c. This 

news has thrown Euphor ia 
fans in to m adness and 
they have said she 
?deserves better.?

Even though Kat 
was a fan favor i te 
character , m any are st i l l  
exci ted for  the new season 
to ar r ive late 2022 or  ear ly 
2023 at the ear l iest.
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Street Fair: Previewing the Week of Downtown Fun
by Lydia Athan and Dar ren Ear ly

Street Fair  is an annual  
event that m any Bluffton 
residents en joy. M any 
fr iends and fam i l ies get 
together  to en joy th is 
week-long fair. One of the 
m ost popular  attr act ions at 
th is event is the r ides. 
Som e of the m ost popular  
r ides include The 
W ipeout, The Freakout, 
and 1,001 Notches. Out of a 
r andom  group of students 
surveyed, 71.4% voted for  
The Freakout as their  

favor i te r ide. 
Another  eye-catching 

feature of Street Fair  is 
the food. W ith such a 
un ique and large pool  of 
opt ions to choose fr om , 
the din ing possibi l i t ies for  
the week  are endless. 
W ith so m any opt ions, we 
f igured there were bound 
to be hundreds of 
di fferent opin ions. Of the 
students surveyed, 35.7% 
voted bubble tea as their  
favor i te wi th Z.U.M . St icks 

com ing as a close second 
with 28.6% of the votes. 

Another  one of Street 
Fair ?s m ost popular  
features, i f  not Street 
Fair ?s m ost fam ous 
feature, is the gam es. 
Fairgoers spend an arm  
and a leg on the gam es in  
hopes to win any sor t  of 
pr ize. Funny enough, out 
of al l  the gam e opt ions for  
Street Fair , on ly two 
gam es were voted for , The 
M ouse Gam e and The 

Bowler  Rol ler. The Bowler  
Rol ler  barely won as the 
favor i te gam e of BH S 
students with 57.1% of the 
votes. Surpr isingly, not a 
single student voted for  
the f ish ing or  r ope 
cl im bing gam es, which 
seem  to be the busiest 
gam es every year. 
W hether  you agree with 
the students or  not, Street 
Fair  has som ething to offer  
for  everyone as a fun-f i l led 
week .

Music: Brittany & Elton
by Lauren M ann

On August 26, 2022, 
El ton John and Br i tney 
Spears cam e out wi th a 
new song cal led ?H old 
M e Closer?, ?H old M e 
Closer? is a m ashup of 
m ul t iple El ton John songs, 
including ?Tiny Dancer ,? 
?The One,? and ?Don?t Go 
Break ing M y H ear t.? 

This song is Br i tney?s 
f i r st  r elease in  six years. 
People weren?t sure i f  
Br i tney was ever  going to 
preform  again after  being 
fr eed fr om  her  13-year  
conservator ship, but 
El ton John swooped in  to 

help her  get her  feet 
back  in to the m usic 
industr y. 

"H old M e Closer " is 
cur rent ly at No. 24 on 
the Adul t  Pop Airplay 
char t and hopes to r ise 
h igher  on the char t in  
the next weeks.

Homecoming Week Preview
by Bai ley Yates and Am arah Robles

W elcom e to the ?ber? 
m onths! As you should 
know, star t ing M onday, is 
Fal l  Fest ival  week . Kick ing 
off the dress-up days is 
M onday?s them e of Adam  
Sandler  Day. Continuing 
the fun f i l led week  is 
Tuesday?s dress-up day: 
Nerd vs Jock . W ednesday 
extends the BH S tradi t ion 
of Class Color  Day. 
Freshm an wear  green, 
sophom ores wear  blue, 
jun ior s wear  r ed, and, last 
but not least, sen ior s wear  

black . 
W ednesday after  

school , com e to the tr ack  
for  gam es n ight and 
com pete in  a var iety of 
gam es against the other  
classes. 

Thursday is Senior  
Ci t izen Day: a new retro 
and radical  them e m akes 
us ready to take a tr ip 
back  in  t im e with Bluffton 
H igh School . Final ly, get 
hyped to show your  
school  spir i t  wi th Fr iday?s 
iconic Gr idir on them e. 

Also on Fr iday, there is a 
slew of other  act ivi t ies to 
show your  patr iot ism  
towards BH S. 

Fir st ly, dur ing the 
school  day, your  
cheer leaders wi l l  lead you 
in  a chant to com pete 
against the other  grades. 
The loudest grade earns 
m ore points towards 
being the winner  of Fal l  
Fest ival  W eek . Dressing 
up also gets your  grade 
closer  to winn ing. 

After  we com pete 

against the Patr iots of Jay 
County, there wi l l  be a 
H om ecom ing Dance in  the 
Com m ons featur ing a DJ. 
Dress casual ly, com e as 
you are, str aight fr om  the 
footbal l  gam e. Be there 
and br ing your  dance 
m oves! 

Show your  Tiger  Pr ide, 
par t icipate in  events, and 
be loud to m ake th is Fal l  
Fest ival  W eek  the best yet!

Street Fair
Favorites
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The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Powerby Ayden Teeple

Last week  on 
Septem ber  2, 2022, the 
prequel  show to the 
beloved stor ies of The 
H obbit  and The Lord of the 
Rings by J.R.R. Tolk ien and 
their  f i lm  counterpar ts by 
Peter  Jackson prem iered 
i ts f i r st  two episodes on 
Am azon Pr im e. The show 
is t i t led The Lord of the 
Rings: Rings of Power. The 
m ain character s of th is 
show wi l l  be the Elves 
Galadr iel  and Elrond, 
played by M or fydd Clar k  
and Rober t Aram ayo 
respect ively. The vi l lain  
wi l l  m ost l ikely be the 
M aia, Sauron, though we 
have not seen him  
off icial ly nor  have the 
creator s cam e out and said 
that he wi l l  be the vi l lain . 
Other  character s wi l l  be 
Isidur , pr ince of the 
k ingdom  of Núm enor , 
H igh El f King Gi l -Galad, 

Dwar f Pr ince Dur in  IV, 
and a few new character s 
l ike the Dwar f Pr incess, 
Disa, and the m yster ious 
El f Arondir.

The show takes place 
thousands of years before 
The H obbit  in  the f i r st  
and second ages of Arda 
and M iddle Ear th, whi le 
The H obbit  and The Lord 
of the Rings takes place in  
the th ir d and very ear ly 
four th ages. 

The content in  the 
show is based on the 
events talked about in  
The Appendices of the 
Lord of the Rings and 
other  events talked about 
in  The Lord of the Rings. 
The show wi l l  explore the 
forging of the twenty 
r ings of power  and the 
r ising threat of Sauron as 
he bui lds an arm y to 
conquer  M iddle Ear th. On 
Septem ber  2, Rotten 

Tom atoes had the show 
rated at an 84% on the 
cr i t ic r eview and a 37% on 
the audience score. Som e 
fans are big fans of the 
show and som e are not.

In  the f i r st  two 
episodes of the show, 
delves in to the h istor y of 
the Elves in  the f i r st  age 
and the m ajor  events that 
they par t icipated in  that 
lead them  to where they 
are in  the second age and 
the beginn ing of the show. 
The episodes focus on 
Galadr iel  in tent on 
f inding Sauron, but she is 
alone in  th is because al l  
the other  Elves have 
accepted that Sauron is 
gone. The episodes delve 
in to the l i fe of the 
H ar foots, who are the 
ancestor s of the H obbits, a 
group that aren?t fond of 
the Elves? ru le. The m en 
descend fr om  people who 

served M orgoth. The 
Dwarves are sett led in  
Khazad-dûm  and in  the 
second episode they 
in teract wi th Elr ond as he 
attem pts to m end a 
fr iendship with Dur in  IV. 

The show so far  isn?t 
bad, but i t  isn?t great ei ther. 
The character s don?t act 
l ike character s fr om  
Tolk ien?s stor ies. Plus the 
fact that Am azon doesn?t 
have the r ights to The 
Si lm ar i l l ion, which has 
m ost of the stor ies fr om  
th is t im e per iod, m eans 
they have to change the 
stor ies in  drast ic ways 
which wi l l  lead to a stor y 
that isn?t accurate and one 
that does not honor  the 
or iginal  stor ies.

New episodes com e out 
on Fr idays on Am azon 
Pr im e unt i l  October  14. 

Harry and Harlow Win at VMAs
by Avery H unt

- Kane Brown m akes 
VM A histor y for  f i r st  
m ale countr y ar t ist  
to per form

- Taylor   Swift  wins 
video of the year , and 
announces new 
album  "M idnight"

- Bad Bunny wins 
ar t ist  of the year

- Bi l l ie Ei l ish  wins 
song of the year  wi th 
"H appier  Than Ever "

- Dove Cam eron  W ins  
best new ar t ist

- Jack  H ar low and Li l  Nas X wins best 
col laborat ion of the year

- H ar r y Styles wins best pop with "As I t  W as"
- Nikk i  M anaj and Li l  Baby win best h ip-hop 

with "Do W e H ave A Problem "
- Red H ot Chi l i  Peppers win best r ock .
- BTS wins group of the year.
- Jack  H ar low wins song of the sum m er  with 

"Fir st Class."
- H ar r y Styles wins album  of the year  wi th 

"H ar r y's H ouse."

The Newest social  
m edia tr end is here: 
BeReal . 

Bereal  was f i r st  created 
in  2020 only to becom e 
popular  m id-2022. BeReal  
is designed to show the 
cur rent updates of people 
?without f i l ter s.? The 
cam era takes photos fr om  
both the back  and fr ont 
cam era, to show you and 
your  sur roundings. 

Classm ate Lauren 
M ann says, ?I  just th ink  i t  
is funny to see what people 
are doing, but som e people 
stage i t , then i t?s not funny 
anym ore, because that?s 
not the poin t. The point is 
to be real .? 

BeReal  sends a 
two-m inute countdown 
t im er  one t im e each day. 
You can send photo 
react ions of yoursel f on 

BeReal is Here!
by Li ly Sheets

posts, and m ake 
com m ents. 

Senior  Ol ivia Pr iester  
says ?M rs Chaney is m y 
favor i te par t  of BeReal , she 
is so funny when she takes 
BeReals.?

 BeReal  is becom ing 
m ore and m ore popular  
each day. Everyone seem s 
to be loving i t . I t?s such a 
fun and unique way to 
keep updated with your  
fr iends and fam i ly! 

Students beware of that 
countdown popping up in  
class, because your  next 
post m ay be fr om  M rs. 
M or r ison?s off ice.
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Waffles vs. Pancakes
by Dar ren Ear ly

The l i felong debate has f inal ly com e to a close. 
Out of al l  the argum ents about which food is 
better , th is has been the m ost m isunderstood. 
W hich is better , waff les or  pancakes? In  order  to 
get the best r esul ts possible, we decided to ask  on 
our  fol lowers on Instagram .

 W ith 78% of the viewers vot ing, 55% of the 
par t icipants voted waff les over  pancakes. A 
few of the students who par t icipated in  th is 
study were in ter viewed. 

Kar l i  Anderson said, ?W affles hold the 
syrup so m uch better  than pancakes.? 

Al i  M ygrant also spoke on the m atter  
saying, ?Pancakes absorb the syrup. They?re 
ten t im es better  than pancakes.? 

Grilled Cheese vs. Cheese Toastie
by Am arah Robles

The di fference in  nam es for  the gooey 
sandwich is r elat ively based on your  background. 
W hat the cheesy sandwich is cal led var ies fr om  
person to person. Last year , I  not iced the ongoing 
argum ent between M r. Baxter  and M r. Baker. So 
th is year , I  joined the com et staff and we decided to 
let the student body end the debate once and for  
al l . 

W e took  a pol l , and the resul ts are in : 58% of 
students cal l  th is sandwich a gr i l led cheese, even 
though i t  is not prepared on the gr i l l . In  
com par ison, 42% of students prefer  the nam e 
?cheese toast ie.? W hich, in  contrast, is a sandwich 
consist ing of two pieces of toast sandwiching a 
piece of m el ted cheese. 

W ith these resul ts, we can now indisputably 
declare on lunch m enus and other  off icial  
docum ents that gr i l led cheese is the r ightfu l  
nam e. 

Is "Bad Habit" by Steve Lacy a Bop or Flop?
by Dar ren Ear ly

I t?s no quest ion that everyone l ikes m usic. Som e people 
love som e newer  songs, whi le others swoon over  the 
classics. After  nar rowing down a l ist  of song choices, our  
Instagram  fol lowers were asked to determ ine i f  one song 
was classi f ied as a bop or  a f lop. For  those who are lost, a bop 
is a r eal ly good song. A f lop is the com plete opposi te, a very 
bad song. For  each issue of the Com et, we wi l l  be ru l ing out 
another  careful ly picked song to have you guys vote on to 
determ ine i f  i t  is a cer t i f ied bop or  a f lop. 

 ?Bad H abit? by Steve Lacy recently just went vi r al  on 
TikTok  for  i t?s catchy chorus and rhythm . M any TikTok  
users also quick ly r elated to the song?s m eaning of m issing 
an oppor tun i ty to be with a person who they real ly cared 
about. A large debate quick ly spread across social  m edia 
about whether  th is song was considered a good song or  not.

In  th is r ound of Bop or  Flop, we asked i f ?Bad H abit? by 
Steve Lacy was a bop. Out of 55 that answered the pol l , 79% voted that th is song was a cer t i f ied 
bop. Som e par t icipants spoke as to why they thought the song is a bop, wi th m any answers 
sounding sim i lar. One person said, ?The relatable lyr ics of the song m ake th is one easy to vibe 
to.? Another  spoke on the catchy tune of the song, saying that is the reason i t  is a bop.

Be on the lookout for  our  Instagram  to help us decide what song is a bop or  a f lop. In  the 
upcom ing weeks, we wi l l  be featur ing new songs, old songs, and even som e fun songs. Feel  fr ee 
to leave any song recom m endations for  future issues on Instagram . 
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Boys Tennis Serves up Strong Start to the 2022 Season
by Ben M aggard

The Boys? Tennis Team  
has been pretty successful  
so far. Their  r ecord as of 
Tuesday is 6-2.

In  their  f i r st  m atch of 
the season the Tigers lost a 
close one 3-2. The num ber  
one doubles team  of 
Preston Daugher ty and 
Blake M oser  and the 
num ber  two doubles team  
of Logan Reifsteck  and 
M ax W or th won their  
m atches 6-2, 6-0, and 6-2, 
6-2 respect ively.  

In  the second m atch of 
the season Bluffton 
defeated Union City 3-2. 
Keegan Schwar tz won a 
close one singles m atch 
7-6 (7-4), 6-0. Both doubles 
team s of Preston and Blake 
and M ax and Nolan 
Lam ber t won with Nolan 
gett ing h is f i r st  var si ty 

exper ience. 
 In  the th ir d m atch, and 

second win of the season, 
the Tigers defeated 
Bel lm ont 5-0. Keegan won 
in  two sets, Drew Pressler  
won 6-0, 6-0, and Anthony 
H ar tm an won by for fei t . 
Both doubles team s also 
won their  m atches. 

The Tigers defeated 
Black ford in  their  th i r d 
str aight win and second 
str aight sweep. Al l  three 
singles m atches were won 
in  two sets. Both doubles 
m atches also were won 
for  the Tigers. The JV also 
won two doubles m atches 
thanks to Ben M aggard 
and Dane Schlagenhauf 
and Kade Abbett  and 
Kaden Grau winn ing. 

For  the four th win of 
the season, the Tigers 

won a close 3-2 m atch 
over  W inchester. Keegan 
swept h is opponent whi le 
both other  singles players, 
Drew and Nolan, won in  
two sets. 

Bluffton defeated 
M anchester  for  their  f i f th  
win of the season 5-0. 
Keegan Schwar tz won 6-1, 
6-2, Drew won 6-0, 6-0, 
and Anthony also won 
6-0, 6-0 to f in ish the 
singles for  the n ight. The 
doubles team  of Preston 
and Blake won 6-3, 6-4, 
and Logan and M ax won 
6-4, 6-0 to com plete the 
sweep. 

In  win num ber  six, the 
Tigers defeated For t 
W ayne W ayne 5-0. The 
JV also swept W ayne 5-0. 
Keegan, Drew, and 
Anthony al l  won in  two 

str aight sets. Both doubles 
team s of Preston and Blake 
and Logan and M ax won in  
two str aight sets as wel l . 
On the JV side, al l  three 
singles of Kaden Grau, 
Ethan H unt, and Kade 
Abbett  took  hom e a win. 
Also both JV doubles team s 
of Nolan Lam ber t and Ben 
M aggard and David Pence 
and Jed Logan f in ish the JV 
sweep for  the t igers. 

Over  the weekend the 
JV team  travels to 
H om estead for  an 
invi tat ional , whi le the 
Varsi ty team  travels to 
M adison-Grant. Next week  
the Tigers wi l l  play 
Norwel l  on M onday, For t 
W ayne Bishop Luers on 
W ednesday, and South 
Adam s on Thursday. 

Girls Golf Targets History at ACAC
by Lydia Athan

The Lady Tigers gol f 
team  star ted their  season 
str ong with a th ir d place 
team  fin ish at the 
Bel lm ont Invi te. Senior  
Kennedy Nash carded a 
personal  r ecord (PR) 
dur ing th is m atch.

Senior  Li l l ian King has 
played great so far  th is 
year. She shot 90 (a PR by 
10 str okes) at the South 
Adam s Invi te. She has 
cont inuously led her  
team m ates to victor ies 
throughout the season as 
the top gol fer  each m atch 
whi le being a great r ole 
m odel  for  the 
underclassm en. 

Not on ly Li l l ian, but 
fr eshm an Em m a Schwar tz 
has f in ished with m any 
low scores as wel l . Both 
gir ls t ied with a 50 dur ing 
the m atch against 
Southern W el ls and 

Nor thfield.
The Lady Tigers have 

done wel l  wi th r eceiving a 
great deal  of PRs and 
m eeting their  goals. Other  
new m em bers of the gol f 
team  include Eve 
Corkwel l , Leah Brown, 
Aver i  Petty, and Tressa 
Renner. These ladies have 
f lour ished dur ing the 
season consider ing i t  is 
their  f i r st  year.

The gir ls wi l l  prepare 
to take the win th is 
Saturday at the ACAC 
m atch in  Cel ina, Ohio at 
the Cel ina Linx. 

South Adam s has been 
the on ly school  to defeat 
the Lady TIgers th is 
season by one str oke. The 
lady gol fer s have a great 
chance th is year  to win 
their  f i r st  ACAC 
cham pionship.
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They Have Fun, They Run, and They Get It Done
by Jude Baum gar tner

The boy's cross countr y 
team  is doing wel l  th is 
year. So far  th is season, 
they have placed second at 
Oak  H i l l , and th ir d at the 
Bob Dahl  invi tat ional  at 
Norwel l , the Bel lm ont 
invi tat ional , and the 
Bi-county m eet. Up fr ont 
for  the boys, they have the 
fr ont r unners consist ing 
of Tyler  Godwin, Sam  
Baum gar tner , Jude 
Baum gar tner , and Levi  
Johns. Behind them , there 
is Jackson Rockwel l , Brett  
Kuhlenbeck , Gr i ff in  
Linderwel l , and Ayden 
Teeple al l  com peting with 
each other  for  the f inal  
varsi ty spot. They are 
pushing each other  hard 
and the varsi ty spots vary 
in  alm ost every race. Next, 

the team  has El i ja Robles, 
Dal ton Rodgers, Jonah 
Cole, Owen Lesh, and 
M anning W utz who al l  
have al r eady run PRs th is 
year  or  are running new 
season best just about 
every m eet.

 At Norwel l , th is year  
Ayden and El i jah both ran 
personal  r ecord (PR) in  
the f i r st  m eet. The 
Bluffton Boys f in ished 3rd 
out of 11th.

The second race of the 
year  was Belm ont, Sam , 
Jude, Levi , and Gr i ff in  r an 
season-bests (SB). Also, 
Jackson Jonah and Owen 
ran PRs. The Bluffton boys 
f in ished second out of 
n ine team s br inging 
hom e a plack  for  Bluffton.

 At Oak  H i l l , they had a 

great r ace; alm ost 
everybody on the team  
ran season bests or  PRs. 
The season bests were 
Tyler  who got 5th, Sam  
who got 12th, Jude who got 
17th, Levi  who got 19th, 
and Gr i ff in  who got 84th. 
Brett , Ayden, Jackson, 
M anning, Owen, and 
Dal ton al l  r an PRs. A 
couple h ighl ights of the 
Oak  H i l l  m eet were Tyler  
break ing 18 m inutes, and 
Brett  break ing 20 
m inutes. The boys got 
th i r d.

 Next was the 
Bi-County invi tat ional , 
where the boys got th i r d 
again. Up fr ont was Tyler  
and Sam  on a team  
together  gett ing 2nd, and 
Jude and Levi  gett ing 4th. 

Next was Gr i ff in  and Brett  
placing 18th. Ayden and 
Jackson got 20th. El i jah 
and M anning got 28th, and 
Dal ton and Owen got 31st. 
The boys have had a great 
star t  to the season and 
hope to f in ish i t  str onger.

Running Together and Getting The Victory
by Am arah Robles  and Bai ley Yates

The gir ls cross countr y 
team  recently hosted a 
m eet. The gir ls com peted 
against Norwel l , Southern 
W el ls, Bel lm ont, Adam s 
Central , and South Adam s. 
Leading the gir ls was the 
duo Gabr iel le VanCam p 
and Dakota Lee. They 
placed 13th together. 
Annika Linderwel l  and 
Alydia Ber tsch cam e in  
r ight behind, placing 14th. 
As a team , the gir ls were 
not able to place due to the 
lack  of team m ates able to 
par t icipate. 

Pr ior  to the Bi-County 
Condit ioner , the gir ls have 
also par t icipated in  invi tes 
at var ious schools, the f i r st  
being Norwel l . The Bob 
Dahl  Invi te was a great way 
to k ick  off the season. At 
the fr ont of the pack  for  
Bluffton, Annika 
Linderwel l , cam e in  at a 
t im e of 25:37. Behind her  
was Gabr iel le VanCam p 

running at a t im e of  
26:00. Dakota Lee f in ished 
a m inute behind with a 
t im e of 27:01. Then with a 
28:21 m inute f in ish cam e 
Am arah Robles. Fin ishing 
up for  the Bluffton gir ls, 
wi th a t im e of 29:52, Alydia 
Ber tsch.

The second invi te the 
lady t igers have 
par t icipated in  was 
Bel lm ont. At th is m eet 
m ul t iple gir ls ei ther  got a 
personal  r ecord or  a 
season-best t im e. H aving 
the best t im e of the n ight 
fr om  the Lady Tigers, 
Annika Linderwel l  r an a 
25:43. Then with a PR of 
25:54, Gabr iel le VanCam p 
cam e in  second for  the 
t igers. Am arah Robles, 
r unning a personal  best 
t im e of 26:24, cam e in  
th ir d for  the t igers. Dakota 
Lee f in ished r ight behind 
her  at 26:27, a personal  
r ecord. Alydia Bersch also 

having a great n ight, r an 
a season best com ing in  
at 27:02.

A few days later , the 
lady t igers r an at the Oak  
H i l l  Invi te. H aving a h i l ly 
course, r ough ter rain , 
and high tem peratures, 
th is m eet was especial ly 
di ff icul t  for  the t igers. 
Persever ing, Dakota Lee 
hi t  another  personal  best 
(25:12), leading the t igers. 
Alydia Ber tsch then 
f in ished with a season 
best t im e of 26:32. Third 
in  the pack  for  the t igers, 
Am arah Robles ran a 
27:26. Fin ishing up for  
the gir ls was Gabr iel le 
VanCam p and Annika 
Linderwel l , r unning a 
27:55.2 and 27:55.7 
respect ively.

The hear tbreak ing 
M anchester  course 
proved di ff icul t  for  our  
lady t igers. Out due to 
pr ior  in jur ies and i l lness, 

Gabr iel le VanCam p and 
Am arah Robles cheered 
on their  team m ates fr om  
the side of the course. Now 
down to three runners the 
t igers cont inued on. 
Annika Linderwel l  r an a 
season best t im e of 24:53. 
Behind her  wi th another  
personal  r ecord cam e 
Dakota Lee with a 25:09. 
Alydia Bersch did not 
f in ish th is course al though 
tr ying her  hardest.

The gir ls next m eet is 
held tom or row at Indiana 
W esleyan Universi ty 
star t ing at 11:25 AM . Com e 
on out and suppor t your  
Lady Tiger?s cross countr y 
team !
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Serena Williams Retires from Tennis
by Avery H unt

Serena W il l iam s announces ret i r em ent to 
grow her  fam i ly.

In  Round 1 of the US Open Serena defeated 
Danka Konivic of M ontenegro, 6-3, 6-3.

Then in  the second round, she played Anett  
Kontavei t  of Eston ia and defeated her  wi th a score 
of 7-6 (4), 2-6, 6-2. the m atch ran 2 hours, 26 
m inutes.

Serena and her  older  sister  Venus W il l iam s 
played doubles against Czech duo Lucie H radecka 
and Linda Noskova and lost wi th a score of 5-7, 4-6. 
This wi l l  m ost l ikely be Serena's last doubles 
m atch.

Serena was el im inated by Austral ia's Ajla 
Tom l janovic. The m atch set a tennis viewership 
record with 4.6 m i l l ion viewers.

2022-23 NFL Season Preview
by Lauren M ann

Last n ight, the 2022 NFL Season k icked off 
wi th a very special  gam e. Reign ing Super  Bowl 
Cham pions, the Los Angeles Ram s, hosted the 
Buffalo Bi l ls. The last m eeting of these two team s 
was on Septem ber  26, 2020, and the Bi l ls got the 
victor y with a score of 35-32. 

 Fol lowing last n ight 's  Seahagam e, i t  wi l l  be a 
jam  packed NFL weekend with four teen Sunday 
gam es and one M onday n ight gam e to star t  week  
one out of 18 with a bang. 

ESPN's Top 10 Team s
10. Phi ladelphia Eagles 
9. Cincinnat i  Bengals 
8. Bal t im ore Ravens 
7. San Francisco 49ers
6. Green Bay Packers
5. Kansas City Chiefs
4. L.A. Chargers
3. L.A. Ram s
2. T.B. Buccaneers
1. Buffalo Bi l ls

M y Top 10 Team s
10. M innesota Vik ings
9. Denver  Broncos
8. Seatt le Seahawks
7. Pi t tsburgh Steeler s
6. Cincinnat i  Bengals
5. Buffalo Bi l ls
4. Green Bay Packers
3. T.B. Buccaneers
2. Los Angeles Ram s
1. Kansas City Chiefs

Setting Up the Season 
by Bai ley Yates

The gir ls varsi ty 
vol leybal l  team  star ted off 
th is season on a losing 
str eak , but are com ing 
back  by winn ing against 
M ar ion and M anchester. 
M aryn Schreiber  led the 
t igers against M ar ion with 
13 k i l ls and 1 block . 
H elping in  sweeping the 
M ar ion Giants, Em m a 
Baum gar tner  had 14 
assists. The JV Tigers also 
defeated M ar ion with the 
help of Konley Aul t  wi th 9 

k i l ls and 5 digs, Lexi  
Grady with 11 assists, and 
H addie Yergler  wi th 5 
aces.

M anchester , on the 
other  hand, was a hard 
fought m atch ending in  a 
win for  the t igers. In  the 5 
gam es that n ight, Lauren 
Reiff led with 14 k i l ls. 
H aley Gibson also 
assisted her  fel low lady 
t igers with her  36 assists  
and 8 aces of the n ight. 

Football regrouping after first game
by Aldon Zol l

The boys varsi ty 
footbal l  team  of Bluffton 
H igh School  has star ted 
the season 1-2.

The Tigers played at 
hom e against Nor thfield. 
The team  unfor tunately 
did not score a touchdown. 
The Tigers recorded 51 
tack les total , and jun ior  
Alex W est led with 11.5 
tack les. The f inal  score 
was 21-0 to hand BH S i ts 
f i r st  loss of the season.   

Bluffton rebounded to 
beat the M anchester  
footbal l  team  on Aug. 26, 
2022. The Tigers won the 
gam e with a f inal  score of 
42-14. W ith a total  of a 
dom inat ing seven team  
touchdowns f in ishing the 

footbal l  gam e at a hal t  for  
the hom e team  of 
M anchester. The seven 
touchdowns were scored 
by A.J. Streveler , Braxton 
Betancour t, Kham el 
M oore, and Anthony Cruz, 
H unter  W enger. 

The Tigers then found 
them selves behind 36-6 at 
the hal f against South 
Adam s before clawing 
back  for  a hard-fought  
50-35 defeat to the 
Star f i r es.

Bluffton returns to 
act ion ton ight at The 
Jungle against the 
W oodlan W ar r ior s for  
another  ACAC contest. 
The gam e star ts at 7 PM .
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Varsity Volleyball JV Volleyball

Boys Cross Country Girls Cross Country

Varsity Boys Tennis JV Boys Tennis 

Varsity Fall Cheer JV Fall Cheer

Girls Golf

Football

Fal l  Sports Teams 2022

Pictures by Frederick's Photography.

Upcoming Schedule
Sept. 9 VFB vs. W oodlan @ 7 PM
Sept. 10 JVT @ H om estead @ 8:15 AM

VT @ M adison-Grant @ 9AM
GG @ ACAC @ 9 AM
XC @ Indiana W esleyan @ 9AM

Sept. 12 VT vs. Norwel l  @ 4:30 PM  
JVFB @ W oodlan @ 6PM  

Sept. 13 VB vs. W oodlan @ 6PM  
Sept. 14 VT vs. Ft. W ayne Luers @ 5PM
Sept. 15 GG vs. Bel lm ont @ 4:30PM

VT vs. South Adam s @ 5PM
VB @ Southern W el ls @ 6PM

Sept. 16 FB vs. Jay County @ 7PM  
Sept. 17 GG Sectional  @ 9AM  
Sept. 19 VT @  Adam s Central  @  5PM

JVFB @ Jay County @ 6PM  
Sept. 20 VT @ F.W . Nor th Side @ 5:30 PM

VB @ Adam s Central  @ 6 PM
Sept. 22 VT vs. Concordia Lutheran @ 5 PM
Sept. 22 VB @ Eastbrook  @ 6 PM
Sept. 23 VFB @ Southern W el ls @ 7 PM
Sept. 24 XC @ New H aven Classic @ 9 AM

VB @ ACAC (H er i tage) @ 9 AM



Seniors! Subm it  your  Senior  Spot l ight  quest ionnaires t o be 
feat ured on t he @BHSNewsroom  Inst agram ! The l ink  can be 

found in t he BHMSD t ab on your  Chrom ebook.
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