
HAPPY

HOLIDAYS!

Winter Break!

Hi Rebels! It’s time for winter
break! This is a shortened,
holiday version of the Larson
Press, we hope you enjoy it!  A
huge thanks to Mrs. Ulewicz,
Haasini Venisetty, Merisa
Grebovic, and our amazing staff:
Kang Li, Giuliana Scartozzi, Nikhil
Rao, Avneet Cheema,  Lydia
Orlik, Jasmine Thomas, Benett
Smitka,  Christine Thomas,
Sadhana Chandra, Abigail Piro,
Gianna Madden-Klein, Ada
Dogramacilar, Sanvi Mandvekar,
and Shree Patel!

Table of Contents
By: Sanvi Mandvekar  Community News 1.

2. Tips and Tricks

3. Larson Lights

4. Sports +        
                 Holiday Traditions

5. Monthly 
                     Recommedations

6. Entertainment 



 - Community News -

What’s Up World Cup?
by Sadhana Chandra
 “Look who we are, we are the dreamers! We make it happen, ‘cause we believe it’!”-Dreamers by Jungkook. Honestly I just love this song and

especially since Jungkook sang this in the World Cup. Speaking of the World Cup, let’s see what teams are playing in the Semi-finals. The teams

that are playing in the Semi-finals are Argentina, Croatia, France, and last but not least we have… Morocco! Looks like the third place playoffs

are taking place on December 17th so we’ll have to wait until then. 

 So the teams that fans of the World Cup are currently rooting for is Argentina. It seems that people are also rooting for Lionel Messi, a

famous football player on Argentina’s team. Another team I have noticed that people were rooting for or think their going to win is France, Who

are you rooting for?

 Many people were disappointed about the fact that Brazil and Portugal lost. Some are also confused (including me) for why they lost

because they are really popular and everyone was expecting a lot from them. 

 We’re down to only 4 teams. Which teams do students in our school think will win the World Cup? Well Mrs.Lee, a Spanish and History teacher at

our school set up a bracket for students in her class to fill out about what teams might win this year. It seems that lots of people have guessed

that France and Argentina are going to be in the Semi-finals. They guessed correctly! Mrs.Lee also has a bracket outside of her classroom. Not

only is Mrs.Lee doing a bracket in her class but even Mr.Huegh is has a chart of the bracket for the World Cup as well!

 I forgot to mention something… because so many students, including the teachers love the World Cup, the teachers and students

were watching the World Cup in their classrooms. The students were also able to watch the World Cup during lunch as well. It was

really fun for some of the students because they were watching it with their friends. 

 As you all know, the World Cup is coming to an end, which is on December 18th. Despite that it is coming to an end it was a great event this year

and it was very interesting and fun for all the fans watching the World Cup. 
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Science Olympiad: Larson Takes Home 5th Place Trophy!
By: Merisa Grebovic
Over the weekend, Larson’s very own Science Olympiad team was over in Sylvania, Ohio competing in their

first competition of the season. Larson brought two teams: Primary (#22 Red), and secondary (#21 Blue).

Out of 38 teams, Larson’s primary team scored 8th and Larson’s secondary team scored 24th. In the end,

they took home the 5th place trophy (as some schools had multiple teams in the top ten, and each school

can only get one trophy). Congratulations rebels! Can’t wait to see how they’ll do at their next invitational in

January!

Mrs Cain is Going to Zero Gravity
By: Haasini Venisetty

One of our very own teachers here at Larson is working with NASA!! Mrs. Cain is going into

microgravity and is making parabolic movements. But only 20 teachers get to go, and Mrs. Cain got

chosen to do so! Not only that but Fox News came to Larson just to interview her and her class.

Congratulations Mrs. Cain, we can wait to see what you do next!

 

Mrs. Lee’s BracketMr. Heugh’s Bracket



Food/ Drinks 
By: Avneet Cheema
Whenever the holiday season rolls around, many people want to create festive foods and
drinks. Sometimes finding the recipe can take longer rather than cooking it. But, no
worries! Here are a few ideas to consider when cooking this winter. You may have seen
charcuterie boards going viral on social media, in around the spring this past year. But
now that the holiday season is here, let’s put a twist on it. You can make any charcuterie
board of your desire using a holiday design! Candy canes, Christmas trees, menorah, etc.
Another thing that has gone viral this year is a holiday hot chocolate bar. Users such as
@kaelimaee on Tiktok, and @naomivictorias on TikTok, were quite popular when remaking
this trend for themselves. But who is to say that you can’t make one for your self! Get
out there and go get candy canes, hot cocoa mix, marshmallows, anything you want and
create the cocoa station of your dreams! Just make sure you enjoy doing it and share it
with others! 
Crafts
By: Kang Li
The holidays is the time to do what you want and have all the time to do it! Doing crafts is a
great and fun way to spend the time. A few good holiday craft ideas are paper snowflakes,
diy ornaments or even some popsicle-stick trees! Get as creative as you want, just make
sure you have fun! 

Games
By: Kang Li
It’s always great to play games with your family around the holidays. Board games, DIY
games or even some digital games. Some games you can do are Monopoly, Clue, or even
some Christmas themed Mad Libs! Monopoly is great for a snowy afternoon. Clue is a good
for a dark and stormy night…. Mad libs is good for anytime!

Tips and Tricks 
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Prepping for the Holidays!
By: Avneet Cheema 
This winter I have had no motivation to decorate or even get into festivities. But one thing
I found that helped that definitely helped is to change the things I use most and make them
festive. For example, I changed the wallpaper on my phone to make it more festive, I added
lights to my desk, I changed my bed sheets, etc. Just doing these small things can make the
biggest difference and you feel ready for winter break! A piece of evidence- please don’t
procrastinate like I did! It takes away time from enjoying the holidays! Enjoy your break
rebels! 



Larson Lights 
Mrs.UlewiczMrs.Quilliams 

“I was inspired to become a teacher
because I had the best second and third

grade teacher Mrs. Toner, she will
forever be my inspiration teacher

because I love to talk and I think kids
are cool.”

 
”Having 2/3 kids staying home over

winter break and just spending time as a
family.”

 
”Just being able to talk to kids each and every

day and seeing how they’re doing.”
 

“Looking forward to spending time with my
family,I have a four year old son and a four
month old daughter. For Christmas they’re
really into elf on the shelf right now so I’m

really looking forward to just spending time
with them and seeing them open up presents

and enjoying that.”
 

7th Grade: Ethan
Goodcourage-  “Ethan has

been working hard, shown a
positive additude, and

demonstrates the 4 R's. Keep
up the great work!”

”When I was about 7 and 8 I used to play school with my
friends and I was always the teacher, also I always

wanted to go to a helping profession”
 

“When I was a senior in high school, I did not show much
resilience or responsibility and my first quarter grade
was a D plus.(D+) My teacher helped me to realize that
my issue was not my ability but my effort, with a lot of
hard work and a lot of resilience I am proud to say I got

my grade up to a B+.”
 

Mr.Henning

 
8th Grade: Ava Jabour- “She
always comes to class with a

positive attitude, she is kind to
others and she always chooses

to make the right choice.”
 
 

What gave you the idea of becoming a math
teacher?

6th Grade: Gabi Votral-
“Gabi is very responsible,

she always turns in her
work, and she raises her
hand when she needs to

speak.”

EthanAvaGabi

What’s something you learned as a math
student?

What inspired you to become a teacher?
What are you looking forward to for winter

break?

What do you enjoy about your day everyday at
Larson?

What are you looking forward to this winter
break?
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Winners of the City of Troy 2022 Holiday Lights Contest:
Madelyn Goodison: John Lumaj: Andrew Gunn:



There are quite a few holidays in December, one of the many holidays that is celebrated is
Christmas. Christmas is on December 25th to celebrate Jesus Christ’s birthday. It was first
celebrated in Rome, in 336 AD, which is the 3rd century! First, it was called The Feast of
Nativity, and it spread to Egypt by 432, and the holiday finally spread to England by the end
of the 6th century. It is a cultural holiday celebrated by billions. Most people put their
Christmas trees up and a traditional thing to do with the tree is to put a tree topper on it,
which is usually a star. People also decorate their houses on the exterior and interior. Another
traditional thing people do is buy Christmas presents to give to friends and family. It’s an act
of kindness and giving, but, people say “Christmas isn’t all about presents!” You make cards,
and show your friends and family that you love them. You listen to Christmas music on the
radio, while driving to a festival, or to buy Christmas present, etc.

Cricket Interview with Darsh and Vedaant 
interviewer: Bennett Smitka
Bennett:What was the hardest game that you’ve played?
Darsh: my hardest game was when we were in Ohio and we ha 55 runs and the other team had 47 runs and they only had to get
8. more runs but in the last part we still hold the score of 66 to 58.
Bennett: where was the farthest you traveled?
Darsh: Texas. Vedaant: Atlanta, Georgia.
Bennett: what’s your favorite part of cricket?
Both: it’s really fun and it’s a team game. 
Bennett: what’s the hardest part of playing cricket ?
Vedaant: it’s hard to hit the ball and it’s really hard when it hits you.
Darsh: it’s really hard to not get afraid of the ball because it can really hurt if it hurts you.
Bennett: how did you start playing cricket?
Darsh: me and my brother had a neighbor that played.
Vedaant: when I was in India I played it with some people and when I got to the USA my dad sighed me up.
Bennett: how long have you been playing cricket?
Darsh: I joined a team when I was 9 but I was messing around with it when I was 7.
Vedaant: I joined a team at 9 but, I started messing around when is was 7.

Another celebrated holiday is Hanukkah, also known as Chanukah. It started in 164 BC. It is
celebrated for eight days and is a religious holiday celebrated by Jews. It took place when
the Greek Seleucid was in power. The Jews had a revolt against the Greek Seleucid and
were going successful. So, they created the holiday, Hanukkah. The holiday is celebrated for
eight days because of how long the Temple lantern blazed. So, people on day one of
Hanukkah light one candle, on day two of Hanukkah people light the second candle, and it
goes on for the rest of the holiday. No one can mix dairy and meat at the same table, and
kids can play with a toy called the Dreidel

Interview with Andrew Gunn
Winner of the City of Troy’s 2022 Holiday Lights Contest 
This was an unexpected award and some years they didn’t do it. The city put
the signs in the yard. I think 8 – 10 houses got them. When I first saw the sign,
I thought “sweet! We got an award!” The best part about our lights are the
arches. We had a walk through our neighborhood.
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Photographer: Abigail Piro 
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The Bad Guys Movie Review
By: Shree Patel
The Bad Guys film is based on the books. The notorious criminals, Mr.Wolf, Snake, Piranha, Shark, and Mrs. Tarantula are
caught. To avoid being sentenced to prison they have to prove they are good guys. The Bad Guys film was released on Netflix
on November 11th, 2022, also available to rent and/or purchase. “The animation style was different than the many movies I’ve
watched before. If I had to rate it, it would be a 6.5 out of 10.” Stated our editor, Merisa Grebovic. 

Heartstopper TV Show Review
By Nikhil Rao
Heartstopper is a cute, feel-good coming of age movie fit for pre-teens and teens. The Netflix original series follows our

main character, Charlie, finding his way through love, friendship, and more. Charlie has to choose between his new crush (a

popular guy on the rugby team named Nick) and his life-long friends. Or he has to find a balance between the two.

Just a stone’s throw away from Charlie’s school for boys is Harvey Greene Grammar, a similar school, just for girls.

Another one of Charlie’s friends goes there; a transgender girl named Elle. Before she came out and transitioned, she was

also at the all-boys school, but she always felt like she wasn’t being true to herself. Transitioning and moving to the all-girl’s

school made Elle feel great, but now she has to learn how to fit in. Or how to stand out.

Heartstopper does a great job of really getting into the minds of young LGBTQ+ teens. It’s great how much representation

is jam-packed in this fun, bingeable show. So, if you want to find out if Charlie ever ends up with Nick, if Charlie chooses his

friends over love, or how Elle navigates the confusing social circles in her new school, make sure to check out Heartstopper,

available on Netflix.

Dash and Lily TV Show Review
By: Merisa Grebovic
It can be hard trying to find the perfect light-hearted, fast-paced, holiday, rom-com to watch over the break. Especially if

it’s both coming of age, and a show. But after endlessly scrolling on Netflix, I finally found it. Dash and Lily is a show set

around Christmas time, that shows two different perspectives: Dash, who hates Christmas, and Lily, who loves it. Lily leaves a

red notebook in her favorite bookstore, hoping to find her perfect match. Dash encounters a strange red notebook at his

favorite bookstore, looking for something to take his mind off his ex (who’s currently in town). The two form a special bond

through this notebook, exploring the city, doing wild dares, and getting to know each other.

I was able to finish this show in a matter of a day, which inevitably left me feeling empty inside. I grew to care for these two

in the span of 8, 30 minute long, episodes. It was exactly what I was looking for: cute, light-hearted, fun, holiday-set, teenage

rom-com (without it being too cheesy). So, whenever you get the time over this holiday break, I highly recommend getting cozy

on the couch and binge-watching Dash and Lily, a Netflix original series.
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Truly Devious Book Review
By: Merisa Grebovic
If you’re staying home this holiday break, it can become very easy to get bored. In order to cure that winter break

boredom, boy, do I have a book rec for you. “Ellingham Academy is a famous private school in Vermont, founded by an early

twentieth century tycoon for the best and brightest students around. When Ellingham’s wife and daughter were kidnapped,

the only clue was a mocking riddle listing methods of murder, signed with the frightening pseudonym “Truly, Devious.” Their

disappearance became one of the greatest unsolved crimes in history. Many years later, true-crime afficionado Stevie Bell

is set to begin her first year at the academy, and she is determined to solve this cold case. That is, she will solve it when she

gets a grip on her demanding new school life and her housemates: the inventor, the novelist, the actor, the artist, and the

jokester. But Truly Devious makes a surprise return. The past has crawled out of its grave, and someone has gotten away

with murder.”

The Truly Devious series is one of a kind. I’ve read other murder mystery series’ before, but this one was different in an

interesting way. It deals with a modern-day teenager trying to solve a cold case from the 1930’s. And throughout the

series, it switches back and forth from modern-day, to the 1930’s. Also, unlike many murder mystery series, the big

Ellingham case is not solved in one book, but in three. Although, in each installment a mini mystery is solved. You will notice

that the first book is pretty slow, but I definitely recommend to keep reading. Because things seriously heat up in the

sequels. The mystery itself is very intriguing, as both the past and present mix together to help Stevie find the answer.

So if you get a case of winter break boredom, check out the Truly Devious series by Maureen Johnson. You can thank me

later. (Books in the series: Truly Devious, The Vanishing Stair, and The Hand on The Wall. But if you want to read more of

Stevie Bell’s adventures check out: The Box in The Woods, and Nine Liars.)
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