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LQPV Multilingual Language Instruction Educational Program 
(LIEP) - Updated/Board Approved November 28, 2022 

 
The purpose of the Lac Qui Parle Valley Schools multilingual learners program is to prepare 
multilingual learners (ML) for success by viewing their primary language as an asset and using it as 
a tool to help develop skills and understanding in English as their second language. Our goal is to 
enable multilingual learners to successfully pursue their education by becoming academically 
proficient in English in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.   
 
This plan is available to all residents of the LQPV School district to view online, and will be 
provided upon request in print in English and/or the home language to any parents/guardians of 
students who are identified as multilingual learners. 
 
For the purpose of this document the abbreviations ML (multilingual learner) or EL (English 
learner) may be used interchangeably.  

 

LQPV English Learner (EL) SNAPSHOT - Updated 10-7-22 

 
Total number of students qualifying for ML services out of total enrollment  

 
Appleton-Milan Elementary School 
 K - 23 of 46 - 50% 
 1st - 15 of 30 - 50% 
 2nd - 9 of 28 - 32% 
 3rd - 17 of 36 - 47% 
 4th - 10 of 37 - 27% 
  
 Total # Receiving English as a Second Language (ESL) Services : 74 of 185 - 40% 
 
Madison Elementary School  
 1st - 2 of 28 - 8% 
 2nd - 1 of 21- 4.5% 
 4th - 1 of 24 - 4% 
  
 Total # Receiving ESL : 4 of 131 - 3% 
 
Lac Qui Parle Valley Middle School  
 5th - 13 of 64 - 20% 
 6th - 9 of 56 - 16% 
  
 Total # Receiving ESL Services : 22 of 120 - 18% 
 
Lac Qui Parle Valley Secondary 
 7th - 12 of 71 - 17% 
 8th - 15 of 51- 29% 
 9th - 6 of 61 - 9.5% 
 10th - 2 of 66 - 3% 
 11th - 5 of 41- 12% 
 12th - 2 of 44 - 4.5% 
 
 Total # Receiving ESL Services: 42 of 334 - 12.6% 
 
 
Total LQPV DISTRICT #of students receiving EL services: 142 of 770 - 18% 
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Native Languages Represented by students in the Multilingual Program at Lac Qui 
Parle Valley: Chuukese, Spanish, Hmong, Portuguese, Somoan, Punjabi, Tamil 
 
Demographic Information - Updated annually from the MDE MN Report Card Website  

 

Appleton-Milan Elementary School  
 

 
 
Madison-Marietta Nassau Elementary School  
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Lac Qui Parle Valley Middle School (Grades 5-6) 
 

 
 
 
Lac Qui Parle Valley Secondary (Grades 7-12) 
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Important Acronyms  
 
ACCESS: WIDA ACCESS for ELLs; annual assessment of English language development 
for English learners  
 
ADM: Average Daily Membership - how many days/years the student has qualified as an 
EL student. 
 
EL: English learner 
 
ELD: English language development ï often refers to the stateôs ELD standards outlining 
benchmarks for progress toward English language proficiency. 
 
ELP: English language proficiency 
 
ESL: English as a Second Language 
 
LEAPS: Learning English for Academic Proficiency and Success - The law pertaining to 
EL students 
 
LIEP: Language instruction educational program. May be commonly referred to as the ñEL 
programò  
 
MARSS: Minnesota Automated Reporting Student System  
 
MEP: Migrant Education Program  
 
ML: Multilingual Learner 
 
MNLS: Minnesota Language Survey ï formerly known as the home language 
questionnaire, it is part of Minnesotaôs standardized procedures. All districts must include 
this in their enrollment packets. 
 
RAEL: Recently-Arrived English Learner (often referred to as ñNewcomersò)  
 
SLIFE: Student(s) with limited or interrupted formal education  
 
WIDA SCREENER: WIDA proficiency test. Assessment used in Kindergarten through 
grade 12 to determine EL program eligibility. 
 
WIDA: The WIDAÊ Consortium - Minnesota has adopted the WIDA ELD standards, 
Screener and ACCESS for ELLs standardized assessment. 
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Minnesotaôs Definition of a ML Student  
As defined in the Minnesota Education for Limited English Proficiency Act (M.S.124D.59), 
ML students are students in grades Kindergarten through 12 who meet the following 
criteria:  

a. The pupil, as declared by parent/guardian  
(1) first learned a language other than English,  
(2) comes from a home where the language usually spoken is other than 
English, or  
(3) usually speaks a language other than English 

b. The pupil is determined by developmentally appropriate measures, which might 
include observations, teacher judgment, parent recommendations, or 
developmentally appropriate assessment instruments, to lack the necessary English 
skills to participate fully in classes taught in English.  

 
Identification Process for ML Students  
For the academic success of a student with limited English proficiency, it is important to 
properly identify and place students for ML services. The identification process will include 
the following:  
 

1. Completion of the Minnesota Language Survey (MNLS) (Appendix A ) by 
parent/guardian of all new students of Lac Qui Parle Valley Public Schools. These 
surveys are to be kept in cum files for all students. A positive response to items on 
the questionnaire does not identify a student as Limited English Proficient (LEP); it 
merely helps to identify students who potentially should be considered to need a 
LIEP.  

- Assessments in the areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking will be 
considered when determining student proficiency. WIDA Screener, MODEL 
or ACCESS assessments are used. 

2. Information regarding previous ML service. If a student arrives from another 
district in MN or another state that is a part of the WIDA consortium, their scores will 
be provided from their previous district and those will be used to make any 
placement decisions. If no scores are found, but the MNLS indicates a need for 
screening, they will be rescreened.   
 

This identification will happen within 30 days of the beginning of a new school year, or 
within ten days if the child enters the district during the course of the year. This timeline is 
non-negotiable as State EL data is driven by the October MARSS EL identification data.  
LQPV Schools will make every effort to provide parents with materials and communication 
in their native language. The identification process will be shared with parents during the 
enrollment process.  
 
Identifying Ongoing Students  
If a teacher feels that a student may need ML services, they are to contact the building's 
EL teacher. The EL teacher and classroom teacher will then reach out to parents to see if 
any other languages are a part of the studentôs history. An updated Minnesota Language 
Survey will need to be provided in the student cum file with parent signature and the 
student will then be screened for English proficiency using the WIDA screener.  
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Eligibility Criteria and Procedures/Program Entrance K-12  
 
1. Indication of another language on the Home Language Questionnaire.  

2. Assessment scores:   
a) For students in grades K-12, scoring between 1 and 4.5 on the WIDA Screener   

3. Recommendation from the ML instructor based upon the assessment data, 
academic performance, and parent/teacher input.  
 

Minnesota Standards for English language development are the current standards 
developed by the World-class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) consortium.  
The WIDA English language development assessments (MODEL or ACCESS) use a 1-6 
scale. From the second semester of Kindergarten through grade 12.  In the first semester 
of Kindergarten, only the listening and speaking portions of the MODEL assessment may 
be used to assess English proficiency, although assessing all four domains is preferable. 
.    
The performance definition scores are as follows.  

1-Entering  
2-Emerging  
3-Developing  
4-Expanding  
5-Bridging  
6-Reaching  

 
Parent Notification  
When a student is eligible for placement in an ML program, parents/guardian must be 
notified in writing within ten days of the student being placed in the ML program and given 
the opportunity to withdraw the student from the program. Parents will be notified of 
program placement using the English Learner Program Placement letter from the TransAct 
website (Appendix A). When a student is newly qualified, the ñInitial Placementò box should 
be checked at the top of the form. Parents must be notified annually if their child is 
participating in the ML program within 30 days of the beginning of the year or within two 
weeks if the child enters the district during the course of the year.  
 
Parents must be notified annually of a childôs continued placement in the EL program using 
the  English Learner Program Placement letter from the TransAct website (Appendix A) 
with the ñContinuing Placementò box checked with a copy of the students previous school 
years ACCESS scores attached. These letters should be sent out by October 1 of each 
school year.  
 
MARSS 
When a student begins receiving EL services, a start date and an identified primary 
language should be given to the districtôs MARSS coordinator through the online District 
EL Recording Form and entered in the studentôs MARSS information. A start date for ML 
services must be entered in MARSS annually. 
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Refusal of Services 
Parents/guardians have the right to refuse ML services for their child even if he or she is 
identified as an ML student. If this happens, the student must remain ML identified in 
MARSS but would have no start date for ML services. If this is the parent wish, they will 
need to receive and fill out a copy of the Explanation of Consequences for not participating 
in the English Learner Program letter and the Request for Change in Program Participation 
letter from the TransAct website (Appendix A). A copy of the parent-signed Request for 
Change in Program Participation letter should be kept in the studentôs cum file.  
 
Description of Services for ML Students  
ñML instructionò means direct multilingual services from a certified ESL instructor or 
bilingual paraeducator. The two service models currently at LQPV are Pull-out Instruction 
which occurs in the EL classroom or Push-in Support in a general education classroom. 
Other models will be evaluated as staff and resources allow.  

Pull-Out: EL teacher or bilingual paraeducator instructs students in a separate 
classroom using WIDA ELD standards to guide curriculum. Pull-out can be 
elementary mini-lessons, Elementary Newcomer classes, or ESL classes at the 
Middle School and High School level. 
 
Push-In Support: EL teacher or bilingual paraeducator and EL student work in the 
general education classroom with the general education teacher leading instruction 
on a specific lesson or concept with a focus on language development. Support 
focuses on WIDA ELD standards.  
 

 
Guidelines for LQPV ML Services 
Composite/Overall Proficiency Level scores on the WIDA SCREENER or ACCESS 
assessments are used to determine Tiers. PL refers to overall proficiency level as 
determined by a completed screener or ACCESS test. These tiers are used to determine 
studentsô placement on the annual ACCESS assessment, and also to establish the type of 
ML services they will qualify for.  
  

Tier 1 - Beginning:  Composite PL of 1-2.5 

Tier II - Intermediate: Composite PL of 2.6-3.5 

Tier III - Advanced:  Composite PL of 3.6 + 

 
Elementary (K-4):  

Tier I - Beginning (Overall Proficiency Level of 1-2.5) 
K-12 students receive a minimum of 45 minutes each day of push-in or pull-out 
English language instruction that meets English language development standards. If 
a studentôs ADM is higher than 2 years, students will receive Tier II services. 
 
 
 
Tier II - Intermediate (PL of 2.6-3.5) 
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K-4 - Receive 30 minutes of pull-out or push-in EL support 1-2 days a week as 
delivered by an EL teacher or Bilingual Paraeducator. 
 
Tier III  - Advanced (PL of 3.6 +) 
K-4 - Receive 30 minutes of pull-out or push-in support 1-2 days a week as 
delivered by an EL teacher or Bilingual Paraeducator. 
 

 
Secondary (5-12): 

Tier I - Beginning (Overall Proficiency Level of 1-2.5) 
K-12 students receive 45 minutes each day of English Language Instruction that 
meets English language development standards. If student ADM is higher than 2 
years, students will receive Tier II services. 
 
Tier II - Intermediate  (PL of 2.6-3.5) 
5-12 - Content classroom support (content teacher can collaborate with EL teacher) 
or push-in support from EL teacher or Bilingual Paraeducator at least one period a 
week. 
 
Tier III - Advanced (PL of 3.6 +) 
5-12 - Content classroom support (content teacher can collaborate with EL teacher) 
or push-in support from EL teacher or Bilingual Paraeducator at least one period a 
week. 

 
 
SLIFE Student Identification and Service Plan  
Students with limited interrupted formal education (SLIFE) make up an important subset of 
English learners. The Minnesota Learning English for Academic Proficiency and Success 
(LEAPS) Act defines SLIFE as an English learner with an interrupted formal education who 
meets three of the following five requirements: 
 

1. Comes from a home where the language usually spoken is other than English, or 
who usually speaks a language other than English. 

2. Enters school in the United States after grade 6. 
3. Has at least two years less schooling than the English learnerôs peers. 
4. Functions at least two years below expected grade level in reading and 

mathematics. 
5. May be preliterate in the English learnerôs native language 

 

Districts and charters identify SLIFE on an annual basis via the Student Support Data 
Collection (SSDC) . The Commissioner of Education is required, under the LEAPS Act, to 
report the academic and linguistic growth of SLIFE. 

A student identified as SLIFE in the LQPV school district will receive Tier 1- Beginner EL 
language program services with possible additional ESL Math service minutes of 
instruction whenever available.  

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/StudentSupport/index.htm
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/StudentSupport/index.htm
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RAEL Student Information  
 A Recently Arrived English Learner (RAEL) is defined as a K-12 student who is identified 
as an English learner in Minnesota and who first enrolled in a school in one of the 50 
states or the District of Columbia on or after April 15 of the previous school year. A student 
can only be identified as a RAEL one time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All RAELs must take the appropriate Mathematics, Reading, and Science Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) or Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) and all 
domains of the ACCESS for ELLs or Alternate ACCESS for ELLs.  
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Annual Student Progress Evaluation 
In the Spring of each year, all ML students will be evaluated for progress using the 
ACCESS assessment. The results of these assessments will help determine progress and 
placement within the ML program for the following year. This information can also be used 
to meet exit criteria from the ML program.  
 
ACCESS scores are organized by grade level and shared with certified staff at the 
beginning of each year to correspond with WIDA óCan Do descriptors to inform classroom 
accommodations and modifications.  
 
It is important that the school district strives to equip the ACCESS testing process with 
enough staff so that EL program instruction is interrupted as little as possible. The districtôs 
assessment coordinator will collaborate with building EL staff to best ensure assessment 
measures are met with as little service interruption as possible, involving and training 
additional testing staff whenever possible.  
 
 
Exit from ML Program Procedure  
Due to the individual needs of an ML student, the exit decision for a student is made jointly 
by teachers from the ML program, mainstream classroom, counselors, and/or 
administrators. The decision is based on the criteria in the Exit Chart provided by the MN 
Department of Education.  
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When a student meets exit criteria, the parent/guardian of the student will be notified  
about the student exiting using the ML Program Exit Letter from TransAct (Appendix A) by 
October 1 of the first year that the child has been exited from services. 
 
MARSS Reclassification of Exited Students as No Longer ML 
Once a student is exited from the ML program, he/she should be reclassified in MARSS 
and marked with a ñFinal day of servicesò received. The building EL teacher will use the 
district online google form to record this information.  
 
Monitoring of Exited Students  
A student who is exited from the ML program will be monitored for a period of two school 
years using the LQPV ML - 2 Year Exit Mandated Monitoring Form (Appendix A) to ensure 
a successful transition to a total mainstream environment. This form is to be carried out by 
the building EL teacher each quarter and kept in a students EL file until the two year 
process is complete. If needed, as indicated by student performance and a referral by the 
EL teacher, classroom teacher(s) and informed family members, an exited student can be 
rescreened for English proficiency and reentered into the program pending qualifying 
proficiency scores. 
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LQPV Marking and Grading for English Learners  

ALL teachers are required to differentiate instruction and assessment to align with the ELD 

(English Language Development) level of their EL students with composite English 

proficiency scores between 1 and 4.5 . Ideally, English learnersô grades should be based 

on assessment measures that have been adapted to accommodate the special needs of 

EL students. 

 

No EL students enrolled in any course can be issued a grade of a D or an F unless the 

teacher has completed the LQPV English Learner Success Plan (Appendix A) document 

and corresponded with all necessary stakeholders. 

 

EL students are not exempt from grades. All EL students, including newcomers, should 

receive a grade in all subjects for each grading period. EL students' grades should reflect 

their linguistic accommodations and modifications. If ELs are not meeting standards with 

success, it is important to work with the EL teacher to try other alternatives.  

 
Annual Multilingual Learner Program Evaluation  
According to the Public Law 114-328, Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, sections 
3113(b)(8), 3115(d)(1-2), and 3121(b), the LQPV ML LIEP plan will undergo annual 
evaluation within a continuous improvement cycle by district leadership to determine 
needs, effectiveness of strategies to address needs, and fidelity of implementation. The 
annual evaluation should lead to adjustment of programming (i.e., objectives, instructional 
strategies, curricula, instruction materials, educational software, and assessment 
procedures) where needed to ensure studentsô language barriers are actually being 
overcome.  
 
Measures of Program Effectiveness 
The LQPV School Board annual review of the ML LIEP will take place in October of each 
year and use the following measures to verify effectiveness:  

 
 -Annual EL Exit Rate Percentage 
 -Annual student growth on ACCESS language proficiency testing in each language 

domain 
 -Interviews with stakeholders (teachers, parents, administrators, extracurricular 
advisorséetc) as completed and reported by each building EL teacher(s). 

 
Parent/Guardian Input  
 LQPV will help to create a Multicultural Parent Association that meets 4-5 times 
throughout the year. This association will be facilitated by a district appointed ML staff 
member and will invite the families of our multilingual students to learn more about our 
school culture as well as other desired topics. This forum will be used to collect 
information, feedback, and input that will shape ML programing.  

 
Communication to all Stakeholders 
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The wellbeing of MLs is the responsibility of all LQPV staff. The following communication 
methods ensure that all stakeholders (parent, building administrator or counselor, ML 
teachers and classroom teachers) have sufficient knowledge to most effectively assist 
MLs.  
 

Parents: Letters in English and first language (L1), interpreters, phone calls, district 
website, ParentSquare and translated social media posts.  
 
Teachers: Annual training for all teachers in ML issues, strategies and methods. 
Website and email communication of ML programming and other ML topics from the 
building EL teacher. Training and communications from the MRVED Title III 
consortium, a group of 10 school districts collaborating to improve and implement 
high quality ML services for multilingual learners in all participating districts.   
 
Administrators: ML topics are discussed at monthly administration meetings as 
facilitated by the designated district EL staff member. The ML Language 
Instructional Education Program (LIEP) manual is reviewed annually and brought to 
the school board for annual approval every October for any changes. 
 
LQPV ML Planning Committee: This committee will meet quarterly. This group will 
include 2 members from the school board, administrators, teachers, and input from 
parents and students to help us shape and evaluate our ML programming efforts. 

  
Educational and Community Supports Available for LQPV ML Students and Families 
Milan Kids Club 

The Milan Kids Club is for students in grades K-6 and meets on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at the Old Milan School from 3:30-5pm. It is intended to help English 
language learners increase their language and social skills through play in a warm, 
welcoming and safe environment. 
 

Diversity Club 
ñOur mission is to celebrate diversity and increase unity and cultural acceptance at 
LqPV.ò We have been meeting since Oct. 2019 with full meetings, open to students 
in grades 9-12 since Jan. 2020.  We have been involved with Snow Days 
(performing a skit each year), we try to do monthly activities after school, and we did 
a community-wide cleanup in the Spring of 2021. 

 
Summer Success School Program 

Summer Success is an academic based program that serves students in the LQPV 

School District. Students in grades K-4 from Appleton-Milan Elementary School and 

students in grades 5 and 6 from the LQPV Middle School as well as all RAEL 

(Recently Arrived English Learners up to 7th grade) have the opportunity to attend 

based on teacher recommendation. The program is designed to help meet the 

academic and social emotional needs of students and prepare them for the next 

school year. Summer Success provides attendees with a great opportunity to both 

learn and have fun in a small class-group setting.   
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5-12 After School Tutoring  
 Thursday Afterschool Tutoring is an afterschool program  designed to provide 

students with academic assistance in whatever area they may need. The focus is 
typically on assisting students with current or missing work, but we also work on 
strengthening student understanding of concepts. The program looks to identify 
students through a teacher referral process, but is open to any student. The 
program is open to 5th-12th graders.  

 
ABE Classes Offered In LQPV School District:   

The ABE information is posted in the Community Education Newsletters, on the 
library websites and outside doors, and also on the school district activities calendar 
on the website. These classes are FREE to any adults 17 years old and older, 
students just have to show up for the class. These ABE classes prepare participants 
for the GED test, teach ESL (English Skills), prepare individuals for the citizenship 
test, teach computer skills and more. 
 
Appleton Public Library: 1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm in 
the judge's chambers next to the library. 
 
Madison Public Library:  2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 4:00 pm to 
6:00 pm in the community room downstairs. 
 
Milan GMI Building: Tuesdays from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm and Thursdays from 4:30 
pm to 6:30 pm. 
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