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College Scholarships

The best way to fund college is with scholarships and grants

This is money that doesn't need to be repaid

Grants are typically awarded on the basis of financial need

Scholarships are awarded on the basis of merit, whether it's for 
academics, athletic ability or a specific talent



How Do I Find Scholarships for College?



Where to 
Look

College Based Scholarships

Local Scholarships

Professional Societies

Parent or Student Employers

Online Scholarship Tools



College Based Scholarships

These are the easiest 
to earn

Look on college 
website under 
“Financial Aid” or 
“Scholarships”

Many are automatic 
based on SAT/ACT and 
GPA 

Look at requirements 
and set goals for 
standardized test 
scores

Fill out the FAFSA after 
October 1st senior year

Many will be offered 
through an internal 
scholarship generator

Talk to college 
recruiters to see what 
is available for you

Keep applying even 
while in college – still 
eligible!

Tutorial for filling out 
the CSS Profile, if 
needed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScIxTk4Nr4g&t=1s
https://www.proprofs.com/training/course/?title=the-202223-css-profile-tutorial_612d14524e336


Example of 
Automatic 
Merit-Based:
University of 
Alabama



Other Types of 
College Based 
Scholarships

• Visiting the campus or 
early commitment

• Essay competitions
• Departmental 

scholarships
• Income based

• In-state only or from 
underrepresented areas

• Child of military or front-
line worker

• Honors Program or dual 
enrollment

• Leadership scholarships

• Legacy scholarships

• Ministry/missionary 
dependent

• Participation such as 
marching band, choir, 
theater

• National Merit 
Scholarships



National Merit 
Scholars 
Program

• Based on your PSAT from 11th Grade Year

• Top 1% of your state to become semi-finalist

• Invited to fill out application to become finalist in 
September of senior year

• Sample of colleges who give full ride scholarships to 
National Merit Semi-Finalists

University of Alabama Liberty University
Oklahoma Christian University UAH

University of Central Florida Ole Miss
University of Idaho Faulkner University

University of Maine University of Texas Dallas

University of South Florida Harding University

https://thescholarshipsystem.com/blog-for-students-families/25-full-ride-scholarships-for-national-merit-finalists/


Example of 
Internal 
Scholarship 
Generator: 
Auburn’s AUSOM



Example of 
Participation 
Scholarships: 
Samford 
University



Example of 
Scholarships for 
Family in 
Ministry: 
Baylor University



Example of 
Scholarships for 
Honors Program: 
University of 
Mississippi



College 
Financial Aid 
Packet

Pay attention to if a scholarship is “stackable”

Earning some college scholarships may disqualify you 
from others

Ask college recruiter if there are additional 
scholarships available

Colleges combine grants and scholarships in financial 
aid packet which is presented in early spring senior 
year

Financial aid packets can be negotiated up to May 1st



Example of 
Financial Aid 
Packet: 



Local Scholarships

These are the next easiest to attain

Many are associated with community organizations 

Many local scholarships only award $1,000 or less

Pool of applicants is smaller

Links to examples are included in the following slides



Examples of Local 
Scholarships

• Smith Scholarship
• ALET Debbie Rice Memorial Scholarship
• Alabama Home Builders Foundation 

Scholarship
• Linly Heflin Scholarships for Women
• Jimmy Rane Foundation Scholarships
• Alfa Foundation Scholarship Program
• Lands End Starboard Scholarship
• Chick-Fil-A Community Scholars
• Southern Automotive Women’s Forum 

Scholarship

http://smithscholarships.com/
https://go-alet.org/wp-content/uploads/ALET_2023_Scholarship_Application_Instructions-fillable.pdf
https://ahbfoundation.org/scholarship/
https://www.linlyheflin.org/apply/
https://www.jimmyranefoundation.org/scholarship-about
https://alfafarmers.org/resources/scholarships/
https://www.landsend.com/starboard-scholarship/
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/cfacommunityscholars/
https://www.southernautomotivewomen.org/scholarship/


Professional 
Society 

Scholarships

Very competitive but worth trying

Many are associated with a national organization, college 
major or heritage

Research organizations in your field of interest

Look at requirements as a high school junior and get 
involved

May need to join a club or pursue a college major to be 
eligible

These organizations are recruiting the next generation of 
workers in their field



Examples of 
Professional 

Society 
Scholarships

American Legion

Daughters of the American Revolution

Amazon Future Engineer

Rotary Club Scholarship

Elk National Foundation Scholarship

American Society of Naval Engineers

National Restaurant Association

Alabama Nurses Foundation Scholarship

National Honor Society

https://www.legion.org/scholarships
https://dar.academicworks.com/
https://www.amazonfutureengineer.com/scholarships
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/scholarships
https://www.elks.org/scholars/
https://www.navalengineers.org/Education/Scholarships
https://chooserestaurants.org/Programs-and-Scholarships/Undergraduate-Scholarships/Application-Information
https://www.alabamanursesfoundation.org/scholarships
https://www.nhs.us/students/the-nhs-scholarship/


Examples of Professional Society Scholarships:
American Legion & Daughters of American Revolution



Employee 
Scholarships

A lot of companies provide scholarships to their employees’ kids

Ask parents to connect with HR department to see what is available

Scholarships for students who work is often an employee benefit

Chick-Fil-A: Remarkable Futures Scholarship for Employees
CVS: Health Foundation Scholarships for CVS Dependents
Meijer: Fred and Lena Meijer Scholarship for Dependents
The Home Depot: Orange Scholarship for Employee
Dependents

FEEA: Merit-based scholarships for federal public servants,
their spouses, children, and grandchildren

Wells Fargo: Wells Fargo Employees’ Dependent Children
Scholarship Program

https://www.chick-fil-a.com/remarkable-futures-scholarships
https://cvshealth.com/social-responsibility/cvs-health-foundation/scholarships
https://www.meijer.com/services/meijer-scholarship.html
https://thdhomerfund.org/scholarships
https://feea.org/our-programs/scholarships/
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/wellsfargo/


Examples of 
Companies with

Tuition 
Reimbursement 

Programs

• Tuition reimbursement available at 
growing number of companies

• Here are some examples, but the list is 
getting longer everyday!

Papa Johns Chipotle

Target Amazon

Disney Starbucks
Ford Publix

The Home Depot Wells Fargo
Walmart UPS

Taco Bell McDonalds

Fidelity Best Buy
Apple Verizon

https://myscholly.com/50-companies-with-amazing-tuition-reimbursement-programs/
https://www.papajohns.com/doughanddegrees/
https://chipotle.guildeducation.com/partner
https://corporate.target.com/press/releases/2021/08/Target-Launching-Debt-Free-Education-Assistance-Pr
https://www.amazoncareerchoice.com/home
https://disney.guildeducation.com/partner?auth_redirect=true
https://www.starbucks.com/careers/working-at-starbucks/education
https://www.uawford.org/edtp-etap
https://corporate.publix.com/careers/why-publix/tuition-reimbursement
https://www.mythdhr.com/Benefits/Pages/TuitionReimbursement.aspx.html
https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/careers/benefits/
https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2021/07/27/walmart-to-pay-100-of-college-tuition-and-books-for-associates
https://www.jobs-ups.com/earn-and-learn
https://www.tacobell.com/education
https://www.archwaystoopportunity.com/about_archways.html
https://jobs.fidelity.com/benefits/
https://benefitsguide.bestbuy.com/en/personal-and-professional-development.html
https://www.apple.com/careers/us/benefits.html
https://verizon.corporatelearning.com/your-investment


How to Find Scholarships with Online Search Tools

Create a separate 
email account to use 
so not overwhelmed 

with junk mail

Start as early as 
middle school

Start in earnest at 
the end of junior 

year of high school

Keep searching all 
senior year, and even 

when 
you’re in college

Make a list of your 
criteria to search 

Create a cheat sheet 
of your strengths, 

interests, and other 
unique qualities

Don’t go for the 
suspicious “no 
essay” or “easy 
money” type

Be intentional in how 
you search



Links for Online 
Scholarship Search 

Tools

• www.SallieMae.com/ScholarshipSearch

• https://studentscholarships.org/2021scholarships.php

• www.fastweb.com
• https://www.petersons.com/scholarship-search.aspx

• https://www.unigo.com/scholarships
• https://www.goingmerry.com

• https://www.cappex.com

• https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
• https://myscholly.com

• https://www.chegg.com/scholarships
• https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/

• https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-
scholarships.aspx

http://www.salliemae.com/ScholarshipSearch
https://studentscholarships.org/2021scholarships.php
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.petersons.com/scholarship-search.aspx
https://www.unigo.com/scholarships
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.cappex.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://myscholly.com/
https://www.chegg.com/scholarships
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx


Examples of Basic Scholarship Search Criteria

• Your academic interests/majors
• Your extracurricular activities
• Your hobbies
• Your volunteer experience
• Sports you play
• Performing and/or visual art 

experience
• Your family’s racial/ethnic 

heritage

• Your college/university
• Your hometown and state
• Unique family history or 

interests
• Anything you’re truly passionate 

about



Examples of 
Leadership/Service 
Scholarships

• Reagan Foundation Scholarship

• Brower Environmental Leadership

• Medical Scrubs Collection Scholarship
• Coca Cola Scholarship

• Eagle Scout Scholarships
• American Red Cross

• Calvin Coolidge Scholarship (for 11th graders)

• Jack Kent Cooke College Scholarship Program
• Bezos Scholars Program

• Chick-Fil-A Leadership Scholarship
• Prudential Emerging Visionaries

https://www.reaganfoundation.org/education/scholarship-programs/ge-reagan-foundation-scholarship-program/
http://www.broweryouthawards.org/apply/
https://medicalscrubscollection.com/scholarship-program
https://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/apply/
https://nesa.org/for-eagle-scouts/scholarships/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/hosting-a-blood-drive/learn-about-hosting/why-host-a-blood-drive/leaders-save-lives.html
https://coolidgescholars.org/about/
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program/how-to-apply/
https://www.bezosscholars.org/
https://www.chick-fil-a.com/remarkable-futures-scholarships/types-of-scholarships
https://www.changemakers.com/challenge/emergingvisionaries




Examples of 
Creative 
Scholarships
• Prom Attire from Duck Tape

• Doodle for Google

• Create a Greeting Card
• Duck Calling Scholarship

• Crystallography Scholarship

https://www.duckbrand.com/stuck-at-prom/winners
https://doodles.google.com/d4g
https://www.gallerycollection.com/greeting-cards-scholarship.htm
https://www.stuttgartarkansas.org/scholarship-contest.html
https://www.icdd.com/ludo-frevel-scholarship/


Examples of 
Other Types 
of 
Scholarships

• NCAA Athletics Scholarships
• Golf Caddie Scholarship
• Tall Club Scholarship
• National Strength and Conditioning Scholarship
• Society for Women Engineers
• Children of First Responders
• Esports Scholarships
• Childhood Cancer Survivor Scholarship
• Samuel Robinson Award for Reciting the Westminster 

Shorter Catechism
• Marion Huber Learning Through Listening Awards

(for those with learning disabilities)

https://www.ncaa.org/about/resources/ncaa-scholarships-and-grants
https://wgacaddieacademy.org/the-evans-scholarship
https://tallclubfoundation.org/scholarship/
https://www.nsca.com/about-us/nsca-foundation/scholarships/
https://swe.org/scholarships/
https://1strcf.org/general-scholarships/
https://www.ncsasports.org/college-esports-scholarships
https://www.thenccs.org/scholarship
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/financialaid/undergraduate-opportunities/samuel-robinson-award/
https://portal.learningally.org/NAA/Application-LTL


Helpful Books Found in Our Office – Just Ask!



In Conclusion

• Make a plan and aim for merit scholarships at intended college by setting 
goals for ACT and GPA

• Talk with college recruiters and see what is available
• Look for local scholarship opportunities
• Look at professional societies related to your field of study
• Ask parents and employers if included in benefits
• Use online search engine or books to find even more
• Keep a record with deadlines and requirements

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lqIV2JecPU2u-dmYZTQUrnEbbkJCp5otZnbguZqRmPU/edit


You Can Do This!

You still have to put in some serious time and effort applying 
for these scholarships. 

Some might ask you to write essays, answer tough 
questions, or even interview—but some could require 
little to no effort. 

If you treat the scholarship search process like a part-time 
job by spending at least an hour a day filling out 
applications, it will pay off.


