
Universal Screening for Foundational Reading Skills 

SMCPS is committed to identifying and addressing the needs of each student.  Three times a year, all 
students in grades K-5 participate in reading screening using the Dynamic Indicator of Basic Early 
Literacy Skills (DIBELS) assessment. This screening helps to determine the fluency of students’ 
reading skills and predict risk for future reading difficulties. 

If a student’s DIBELS scores indicate some risk, further diagnostic assessments are completed. 
Screening and diagnostic data is reviewed by grade-level teams to develop instructional plans. 
SMCPS utilizes universal screening, diagnostic assessments and documented student performance to 
drive decisions about students’ level of risk for meeting grade-level expectations in reading and needs 
for supplemental instruction and intervention. 

Parents/Guardians of all SMCPS students will be notified of their child’s reading achievement quarterly, 
as part of the report card.  Parents or guardians of K-5 students will receive a notification letter if their 
child demonstrates some risk for reading difficulty.  The letter will include reading screening results and 
a description of any supplemental instruction that will be provided. Parents or guardians of students in 
grades K-5 who are new to SMCPS will also be sent a notification letter if their child demonstrates 
some risk for reading difficulty after participating in universal screening. 

If you have questions or concerns about your child’s reading skills or the need for supplemental 
reading instruction, contact your child’s teacher.  You can find more information about universal 
screening below.  If you have additional questions about SMCPS universal screening procedures, 
please contact kdhall@smcps.org. 
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Parent Questionnaire 
(Please complete and return this questionnaire with your registration paperwork.) 

Child’s name _________________________________________________ 

What is your child’s experience with languages other than American English? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does your child have a close family member, a parent or sibling, who had difficulty learning to read, 
write or spell? Please explain: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent signature__________________________________Date_______________________________ 
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Universal Screening for Foundational
Reading Skills
SMCPS is committed to identifying and addressing the needs of each student.  Three times a
year, all students in grades K-5 participate in reading screening using the Dynamic Indicator of
Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) assessment. This screening ​​helps to determine the fluency
of students’ reading skills and predict risk for future reading difficulties.  If a student’s DIBELS
scores indicate some risk, further diagnostic assessments are completed.  Screening and
diagnostic data is reviewed by grade-level teams to develop instructional plans.

SMCPS utilizes universal screening, diagnostic assessments and documented student
performance to drive decisions about students’ level of risk for meeting grade-level expectations
in reading and needs for supplemental instruction and intervention.

Parents/Guardians of all SMCPS students will be notified of their child’s reading achievement
quarterly, as part of the report card.  Parents or guardians of K-3 students will receive a
notification letter if their child demonstrates risk for reading difficulty.  The letter will include
reading screening results and a description of any supplemental instruction that will be provided.

Typical and atypical early reading behaviors are described in the graphic below titled:  “What are
the Effects of Dyslexia:  Signs of typical reading development and possible indicators of risk for
dyslexia.”  You may also click HERE to access a Family History Checklist of Warning Signs for
Reading Difficulty and Dyslexia

If you have questions or concerns about your child’s reading skills or the need for supplemental
reading instruction, please contact your child’s teacher.  If you have questions about SMCPS
universal screening procedures for risks of reading difficulties, please contact
kdhall@smcps.org.

Understanding Dyslexia by Age
See graphic below for a description of the effects of dyslexia by age or if you prefer, read the
text version of the infographic.
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