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Board of Education Meeting Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Election of Committee Chairperson 
2. Selection and Challenging of Instructional Materials 
3. Kindergarten through Grade 3 Reading Program 
4. New High School Course Proposals for the 2023-2024 School Year  
5. Public Comment 
6. Adjournment 

 
AA:nv  

* * The Board of Education meeting will be available to the public in person and 

via Zoom.  Wearing of masks is optional and seating is limited by room capacity. 

Doors open at 8:15 a.m. for the 8:30 a.m. meeting.   

 

Those members of the community wishing to participate in public comment may 

join the meeting via Zoom:  

 

https://darienps.zoom.us/j/93659491486 

 

 

Those members of the community wishing to view only, should do so through the 

Darien Youtube link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUnnvyKBFbFrTWQRuoB6OZA 

In order to reduce audio interference, members of the community are requested 

not to simultaneously view by Youtube while participating on Zoom. 

 

https://darienps.zoom.us/j/93659491486
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUnnvyKBFbFrTWQRuoB6OZA
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Memorandum 

To:  Darien Board of Education Curriculum Committee 

CC: Alan Addley, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 

From:  Christopher Tranberg, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction 
RE:  BOE Curriculum Committee 

Date:  December 8, 2022 
 
 

 
The December Curriculum Committee agenda begins with a review of District practices 
related to the selection of instructional materials. We will review some of the information 
shared during the October Curriculum Committee meeting.  We will also discuss District 
Policies and practices related to challenging instructional materials that exist in classrooms 
and libraries. 

 

The second agenda item takes a close look at our K-3 reading program in partial response to 
Connecticut’s Right to Read Legislation and discourse surrounding the Science of Reading. 
During the presentation Julie Droller, Director of Elementary Education, will discuss current 
practices and instructional shifts in curriculum to align with ongoing research and best 
practices in reading instruction.  Additionally, Mrs. Droller will share background on the 
legislation and an overview of how the District is navigating the new legislation 
requirements.   
 
The final agenda item focuses on three items beginning with a review and discussion of new 
course proposals at Darien High School. The three new courses were initially proposed 
during the November 22 regular BOE meeting and will move forward for the approval of the 
full Board on December 13th.  New courses include American Sign Language, Spanish ⅚ : 
Hispanic Culture Through Art, and Guitar Ensemble. This time with the curriculum 
committee provides time for additional discussion if needed 
 



Selection of Instructional Materials & 
Challenging Instructional Materials

BOE Curriculum Committee
December 8, 2022 

Christopher Tranberg, Ph.D.



Presentation Overview

District Curriculum 
Development01.
Challenging 
Materials02.
Moving 
Forward03.



District Curriculum Drivers

Mission

Inspiring a love of learning in all 
students so they develop as 

critical thinkers and innovative 
creators who contribute to the 

world with integrity and purpose 
beyond themselves

Vision

Preparing all students today to 
thrive in a changing world 

tomorrow



Curriculum Development Cycle

High-Quality Curriculum Attributes

● Valid
● Reliable
● Adaptable / Responsive
● Aligned
● Data Driven



Written District curricula represent the standards, knowledge and skills, 
and essential understandings necessary to meet proficiency. Curricula 
are delivered through sequential learning plans. Student success is 
assessed (measured and evaluated) through a series of assessments 
designed for specific grade levels or content areas.

Curriculum is brought to life through teaching that integrates a variety 
of instructional resources. Instructional resources are those materials 
selected to engage learners and support the delivery of written 
curriculum with fidelity. Some resources are predetermined (textbooks, 
software, rubrics) and others selected by teachers (mentor texts, current 
research articles, media related to current events).

Instructional Resources



● Policy 6610: Instructional Materials - Selection and 
Adoption
○ The Board provides educational materials and 

equipment that support and enrich the curriculum 
and further the achievement of the district's goals. 
While the Board is legally responsible for all matters 
relating to the adoption of textbooks and purchase 
of library and other supplementary materials, the 
responsibility for reviewing, selecting and approving 
instructional materials is delegated to the District 
Curriculum Leadership Team.

● Policy 6330: Curricular Exemptions
○ The District permits curricular exemptions for 

instruction in the following areas when written 
notice is received prior to planned instruction: 1. 
Dissection; 2. Family life education; 3. HIV/AIDS; 4. 
Sexual abuse and assault awareness and prevention 
program; or 5. Firearm safety.

Curriculum
Policies



Challenging Instructional Resources

● Follow the District Chain of Communication

● High volume of unresolved curriculum matters are reviewed by 
District Curriculum Leadership Team. 

● Materials are reviewed by Team with consultation of appropriate 
District personnel. 

● Team decision is shared with community members who have inquired 
on the topic of resource/material in question. 

https://www.darienps.org/parents/chains-of-communication
https://www.darienps.org/parents/chains-of-communication


Review Protocol

1. Does the text connect to or support the 
curriculum?

2. Is the text developmentally 
appropriate? 

3. Are there other resources that represent 
a similar perspective?  

4. Does the text align to / support district 
goals and guiding documents?

SourcesNotes



Moving Forward

● Continue Current Practice
● Create a Policy for Challenging Materials in the  

Instructional Program
● Move to Full Board for Discussion  



Questions & Discussion



http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq






















































K-3 Reading 
In Darien



Agenda

▪ Why the shift?
▪ Timeline/History of “Reading Wars”
▪ Definition of Terms
▪ Curricular Resources in Darien
▪ What Remains Unchanged in our Practice
▪ Shifts in our Curriculum and Instruction
▪ Next Steps
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“

“
32% of America’s 4th graders and                               

24% of the nation’s 8th graders are                      
reading below grade level. (NAEP, 2022)

3

Why the Shift?



Ongoing Research About How Kids Learn to Read

▪ Comprehension begins with oral language
▪ Intentional Phonemic Awareness instruction
▪ Phonics instruction - systematic 
▪ High Frequency Words are learned by 

orthographic mapping 
▪ Cueing for V-SM
▪ Decodable texts

4



CT Right to Read Legislation - July 2022
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Oversight Accountability Support

Coordinated 
statewide plan for 

reading and the 
establishment of 

the Center for 
Literacy Research 

and Reading 
Success

Legislation requires 
specific K-3 

Universal Screening 
Reading 

Assessments and 
use of reading 

curricula/programs 
based on SOR

Provision for state-
supported 

professional 
development and a 
plan to collaborate 

with higher 
education to align 

teacher preparation



Background
▪ Timeline since January 2022 presentation
▪ History of the “Reading Wars”
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May 2022
▪ Program 

Submission
▪ CSDE Program 

Review

September 2022
▪ Program Approval 

Communication

December 2022
▪ Survey due

▫ Implement 
approved reading 
program

▫ Request waiver
▫ Request extension

What’s happened since our last update?
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Ongoing
Explosion in journalism and social media about the “science of reading”



The Debate is not new!

1950’s
Why Johnny Can’t Read

Lack of phonics created a 
national crisis

1960’s - 70’s
Learning to Read: The Great 
Debate

Phonics vs. whole word approach

1983
A Nation at Risk

Standards and Accountability to 
fix a failing education system

2002
Reading First (NCLB)

Scientifically-based reading 
instruction

2015
Every Student Succeeds Act

States measure performance in 
reading, math, and science

2022
Science of Reading

State level legislation

8



9

▪ Kids are not being taught how to read.
▪ A systematic structured phonics approach is the only way to 

teach reading effectively.
▪ Most teachers use a balanced literacy or “three-cueing 

approach”.
▪ Teachers incorporate very little phonics, and instead teach kids 

to guess at words.

The Story in the Media
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▪ Students do need explicit systematic phonics and phonemic 
awareness instruction.

▪ Research points to a broad set of skills required to become proficient 
at reading.

▪ Science of reading encompases research in education, psychology, 
linguistics and neuroscience.

▪ A cueing system is used to analyze running records.
▪ Meaning is important; prompting should be first for decoding, then 

checking for understanding. 

Best Practices in Reading Instruction



Balanced Literacy
A framework, comprised of 

whole class and small group 
methods of instruction
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Phonics
The understanding that 

letters represent 
sounds

Phonemic 

Awareness
The ability to hear and 
manipulate sounds in 

spoken words

Decodable 
Texts

Texts with words that 
contain only the 

phonics concepts 
readers have learned 

Orthographic 
Mapping

Process of connecting 
sounds in words to letters 
to store a word in memory

Cueing
A strategy that 

prompts readers to use 
multiple sources of 

information to figure 
out words

Definition of Terms
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Emergent 
Read-Aloud 

(K)

Phonemic 
Awareness 

(K-2)

Interactive 
Read-Aloud

Guided 
Reading

Shared 
Reading (K-

2)

Strategy 
Group 

Instruction

Shared 
Writing

Writing 
Workshop

Word Study 
Phonics

Reading 
Workshop

Interactive 
Writing (K-

1)

What does high 
quality literacy 
instruction look 

like?



Curricular Resources 
in Darien
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2006
Fountas & Pinnell 

Word Study 
Program

2013
TC Units of Study for 

Writing 
(grade specific)

2015
Fundations (K-3)

2015
TC Units of Study 

for Reading 
(grade specific)

2015
The Reading 

Strategies Book (Small 
Group Instruction)

History of Resources in Darien’s K-3 Reading Curriculum

2004
TCRWP Units of 
Study (locally 

developed 
curriculum)

2008
TC Units of Study for 
Reading K-2 and 3-5

2022
TC New Units of 

Study for Reading 
(K-2)

2021
Heggerty 

(Phonemic Awareness)

2008
Making Words 
(PA, Phonics)



Evidence of Research-
based 
Reading Instruction 
in Darien 

15

▪ What has remained the same?
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▪ Explicit phonemic awareness instruction using Heggerty program
▪ Explicit, systematic phonics instruction in grades K-3 using 

Fundations
▪ Explicit instruction in comprehension, fluency, critical 

thinking/text analysis
▪ Explicit instruction in oral language development, vocabulary, 

academic discourse through read-aloud
▪ Data-driven small group instruction
▪ Adherence to Scientifically Research-Based Intervention (SRBI) 

process

How our Instruction Addresses the Science of Reading
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▪ High-quality instruction for all students
▪ Universal screening and assessments
▪ Criteria for intervention
▪ Additional instruction for students not meeting grade level 

benchmarks (3 tiers)
▪ Targeted goals 
▪ Progress monitoring
▪ School-based data teams review progress, adjust plans
▪ Communication with families

Tiered Intervention (SRBI) in Darien



How is our Reading 
Instruction Evolving?

18



19

▪ Strengthening phonemic awareness instruction: Heggerty in Gr. 1, 
assessment to ensure phonemic proficiency

▪ Strengthening comprehension and oral language development 
▪ High frequency word instruction through orthographic mapping
▪ Prioritizing print strategies - prompting for decoding and blending
▪ Using decodable texts to practice phonics
▪ Incorporating new assessments for progress monitoring 
▪ Aligning professional development to support SOR for all staff 

What are the instructional shifts?
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▪ More attention to explicit phonics instruction and transfer
▪ Assessments embedded in each unit across the year
▪ Small group lessons to address challenges
▪ Prompts for coaching students in word solving, fluency, 

and comprehension
▪ Less reliance on picture support
▪ No reference to “guessing” at words
▪ Additional lessons in foundational skills 
▪ Addition of decodable texts
▪ Instructional texts are at/above grade level 

How have our new reading materials changed?
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DECEMBER 2022
Submit Survey to CSDE

ONGOING

Provide high-quality 
professional learning to all 

staff in SOR

FEBRUARY 2023
Complete waiver 
application when available

Address the gap for 
students not meeting 

benchmark

Next steps for Darien



We believe…
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All students need explicit instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, 
vocabulary, fluency, reading behaviors and comprehension strategies.
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Reading is complex and requires a mix of instructional methods and materials.
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Motivation stems from being part of a literacy rich environment with texts that 
all students can and want to read and peers who talk about books.
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Students need choice and ownership in learning.
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Fostering a love of reading is essential.



28

At the heart of all good instruction is an 
expert teacher who uses a knowledge of 

their students, research-based strategies, 
and formative assessments to personalize 

instruction.



Discussion
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Appendices (Samples of new resources)

Appendix A
Overview of a Balanced Literacy 
Framework 

Appendix B
Sample Kindergarten scope and 
sequence of suggested 
assessments to drive instruction 
across the year

Appendix C
Sample teaching points in a 
Kindergarten reading workshop 
unit (Super Powers)

Appendix D
Sample Grade 1 Word-Solving 
Coaching Guide

Appendix E
Sample Grade 1 Comprehension 
Coaching Guide

Appendix F
Sample Phonological Awareness 
Extensions (additional lessons) 
for Grade 2 

30

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ayjmidznWfxISlZQyoDPrKDFX78fGjze/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18QKIYRvL4Iu3r02faGQWPy7eRiFg4Fwz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jq_Wgpjm2klUMEtMzv8eJW6pZiSaC8IH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bwz1iFZC5iihIOIhurbisHq-sDtRZ3ps/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zjuLs_XVUK52SGpA0epYu7oeivKUIknQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wds7SPW-siIo4Auq385UGOwN32CQIrM0/view?usp=sharing


Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and released 
these awesome resources for free:

▪ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival

▪ Photographs by Unsplash
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/


Memorandum

Date: November 16. 2022

To: Dr. Alan Addley, Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Christopher Tranberg, Assistant Superintendent

From: Ellen Dunn, Principal DHS

Re: New course proposals and proposed changes to existing courses

The Darien High School Curriculum Council, with the support of the
administration, proposes the addition of 3 new course offerings for the 2023-24
school year.  The course proposals for American Sign Language, Spanish 5/6:
Hispanic Culture through Art, and Guitar Ensemble are attached.

In addition, there are several proposed changes to existing courses as follows:

Course Name Changes:

Spanish 5 to Spanish 5/6:  Hispanic Culture through Film

Students who enroll in “Spanish 5” have previously taken 300 Spanish 4. Many of
the students who take 300 Spanish 4 are now sophomores and may not continue
on to AP Spanish Language & Culture as juniors or seniors.  In order to create
two years of 300 level Spanish options for those students who would like to
continue their language study, we have proposed a new course entitled, “300
Spanish 5: Hispanic Culture through Art.  This necessitates a name change for
the current “Spanish 5” course to reflect more accurately the current curriculum
which uses film as the content focus.  These two options will provide students
with two choices for advanced Spanish studies at the 300 level.  Juniors
selecting this course, or Spanish 5 with an art focus, may also develop their skills
with one additional year of Spanish 300 and may choose to enroll  in AP Spanish
Language as seniors. If this course and the newly proposed course are both
taken, the transcript will reflect Spanish 6 in the senior year in order to accurately
reflect an additional year of Spanish language.



Four-year Spanish sequence for MOST students after their Freshman Year entry point:

Freshman Year Sophomore Year Junior Year Senior Year

Spanish 1 Spanish 2 Spanish 3 Spanish 4

Spanish 2 Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film
Spanish 5 Culture
Through Art

Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film

Spanish 6 Culture
Through Art

Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Spanish 5 Culture
Through Art

Spanish 6 Culture
Through Film

Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors AP Spanish Language &
Culture

AP Spanish Literature &
Culture

Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors AP Spanish Language &
Culture

Spanish 6 Culture
Through Film
Spanish 6 Culture
Through Art

Other possible sequences for  students after their Freshman Year entry point:

Freshman Year Sophomore Year Junior Year Senior Year

Spanish 1 Spanish 2 Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors

Spanish 2 Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors AP Spanish Language &
Culture

Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Honors Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film
Spanish 5 Culture
Through Art

AP Spanish Language &
Culture

Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Honors AP Spanish Language &
Culture

AP Spanish Literature &
Culture

Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film
Spanish 5 Culture
Through Art

AP Spanish Language &
Culture

Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film

Spanish 6 Culture
Through Art

Yellow highlighting indicates a new course proposed for the 2023-2024 school year, where an option did not
previously exist.
Red highlighting indicates a course renaming for the 2023-2024 school year.



AP Human Geography

We are proposing to open enrollment in this class to grade 11.  This class is currently
open to seniors at DHS.  The reason for this request is to alleviate some of the pressure
on senior schedules. Our hope is that by opening enrollment to juniors, we will provide
flexibility in planning and reduce pressure on course selection senior year.   As juniors
with a love for social studies, the opportunity to experience the high expectations of the
course will build skills and confidence for the pursuit of other courses in the senior year.
This should lead them to appropriately challenge themselves and also create more
balanced schedules by distributing AP classes over multiple years according to interest.

AP European History:

We are proposing a change to enrollment practices for this course.  Currently,
enrollment in AP European History is open to 11th and 12th grade students.  The
current prerequisites note that departmental approval may allow other students to enroll.
We would like to change this to: “open to sophomores concurrently taking Honors World
Studies with teacher approval.”  Currently, there are sophomores in the course who
sought permission to enroll based on their performance in Western Civilizations and
their high level of interest in history. The proposed change in phrasing would more
clearly alert students to the eligibility with departmental approval.  Because of the
rigorous nature of the class, opening enrollment to all sophomores would not be
appropriate.

African American and Black Studies and Latino and Puerto Rican Studies

The state requires that this class be offered as a full-year course. Students have a
diversity of interests and a full-year elective is rather limiting. Students may not sign up
for the class if they have other electives they want to take. Last year (2020-2021) we
were able to run the course because students were able to register for the class by
semester (and did not have to sign up for the 1-year option). This year, we only offered
the 1 year option in accordance with state guidelines and we did not have sufficient
enrollment to run the class. If we offer a semester of  African American and Black
Studies and a semester of Latino and Puerto Rican Studies, it will give students
flexibility in their schedules to elect the semester courses. We will still offer a full-year
version of the course in order to meet the state’s requirements.

Neuroscience and Biopsychology

This proposal is a request to change the course requirements by adding  a laboratory
component to this science class.



Neuroscience is a field that is evolving since the original proposal.   It is the scientific
study of the nervous system including its structure and function, evolutionary history,
development, genetics, biochemistry, physiology, pharmacology, and pathology.
Neuroscience is at the frontier of investigation of the brain and mind. The study of the
brain is becoming the cornerstone in understanding how we perceive and interact with
the external world and, in particular, how human experience and human biology
influence each other.

The additional lab periods would align the course requirements with other science
courses and would provide greater opportunity for students to engage in
experimentation that furthers understanding and provides authentic experience in the
field of neuroscience.



Curriculum Development 2023-24

New Course Proposal and Changes to Existing Course
Darien High School, Curriculum Council

Date: 9/28/2022

Department: World Languages

Proposer:  Christina Vázquez Mauricio

Course Title: Spanish 5/6: Hispanic Culture Through the Arts

1. Grade Level(s):
Please check all that apply
☐ 9
X 10
X 11
X 12

2. Course Credit: Please check
☐ .5
X 1
☐ Other: Explain

3. Course Level:  Please check
X 300
☐ 400 (Honors)
☐ 650
☐ 750
☐ 400 (AP)

4. Course Length:  Please check
X Year
☐ Semester
☐ Other: Explain

5. Graduation Requirements: Please
check
☐ Required Course
X Elective Course

6. Fine Arts Requirement:
☐ Yes
X No

7. STEM Requirement:
☐ Yes
X No

8. Humanities Requirement:
☐ Yes
X No

9. Prerequisites: Please list all prerequisites for the course, including courses, grade requirements,
and co-course enrollment requirements (if any).  Where does this course fall within your
department’s sequence? How does this course enhance the offerings within your discipline?

The prerequisite for Hispanic Culture Through the Arts is Spanish 4, Spanish 4 Honors, or
AP Spanish Language & Culture.  Offering this course will allow students in their 3rd and
4th year to choose between two 300 level Spanish courses based on their interests.  It will
also provide a 300 level Spanish option for those students who want to pursue a Spanish
course in their senior year other than an AP course. Additionally, students who complete
AP Spanish Language as juniors, and who do not choose to pursue AP Spanish Literature,
may opt for this course as a Spanish 6 offering in their senior year.

1



Curriculum Development 2023-24

10. Rationale: Which students would want to enroll in this course? Why is there a need for this course?
Is this course offered at other high schools in our DRG? Be explicit about how this course meets the
needs and interests of DHS students.

Any student in grades 10, 11, or 12 who has taken Spanish 4, Spanish 4 Honors, or AP
Spanish Language and Culture can enroll in this course. There is a need to create another
Spanish 5/6 class to:
● give sophomores in 300 Spanish 4 an opportunity  to have choice in their  course

selection as juniors. They will be able to choose between this course or the current
300 Spanish 5 through film course.  Either course will allow them to develop their
Spanish proficiency before taking AP Spanish Language & Culture as seniors, if they
so choose.

● give juniors in 300 Spanish 4 an opportunity to choose to pursue two possible senior
level courses at the 300 level. They will be able to choose between this course or the
film course.

● provide a Spanish 6 option for students who have taken the current Spanish 5
course  in junior year and who do not choose to pursue AP Spanish Language.

● provide an additional course for students who complete AP Spanish Language and
do not choose to pursue AP Spanish Literature.

Four-year Spanish sequence for MOST students after their Freshman Year entry point:

Freshman Year Sophomore Year Junior Year Senior Year

Spanish 1 Spanish 2 Spanish 3 Spanish 4

Spanish 2 Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film
Spanish 5 Culture
Through Art

Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film

Spanish 6 Culture
Through Art

Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Spanish 5 Culture
Through Art

Spanish 6 Culture
Through Film

Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors AP Spanish Language
& Culture

AP Spanish Literature
& Culture

Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors AP Spanish Language
& Culture

Spanish 6 Culture
Through Film
Spanish 6 Culture
Through Art

2



Curriculum Development 2023-24

Other possible sequences for  students after their Freshman Year entry point:

Freshman Year Sophomore Year Junior Year Senior Year

Spanish 1 Spanish 2 Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors

Spanish 2 Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors AP Spanish Language
& Culture

Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Honors Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film
Spanish 5 Culture
Through Art

AP Spanish Language
& Culture

Spanish 3 Spanish 4 Honors AP Spanish Language
& Culture

AP Spanish Literature
& Culture

Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film
Spanish 5 Culture
Through Art

AP Spanish Language
& Culture

Spanish 3 Honors Spanish 4 Honors Spanish 5 Culture
Through Film

Spanish 6 Culture
Through Art

Yellow highlighting indicates a new course proposed for the 2023-2024 school year, where an
option did not previously exist.
Red highlighting indicates a course renaming for the 2023-2024 school year.

11. Introduction: Describe the course content and describe the enduring understandings desired as
outcomes for students taking the course.  Include what will be taught and what essential
questions will be pursued by the students. How does this course relate to the existing course
offerings and sequence in this subject/department? Will it replace a course previously offered?
How does this course specifically reflect the DPS Vision of the Graduate competencies?

This course will concentrate on the art of the Spanish-speaking world - visual arts,
architecture, short literature selections, and music - to increase students’ knowledge
and appreciation of the arts while increasing their Spanish communication skills. The
course covers works of art beginning with prehistoric cave paintings of northern Spain
all the way through today’s Hispanic influences on global pop music.

3



Curriculum Development 2023-24

12. Course Outline:
Please provide a bulleted overview of content topics to be explored during each quarter. Give a
brief summary of ideas presented.

Quarter 1: Foundations - foundations of Hispanic art movements that flourished simultaneously on
both sides of the Atlantic Ocean, from prehistory to today

● Iberian cave paintings
● Moorish influences on Spanish architecture and poetry
● Indigenous empires

Quarter 2: Reactions - a response to the Spanish conquest and post-colonialism
● Myths - Hernán Cortés, the Popol Vuh
● Spanish royal court painters

Quarter 3: New Definitions
● Cubism and Surrealism
● Modernism

Quarter 4: Modern Identities - Art in, by, and for the public
● Frida Kahlo and Mexican muralists
● Los Chicanos
● Architecture of the American Southwest
● Public art and musical performance in American cities

13. Assessment:
Please list the ways in which students will demonstrate their understanding. (National
standardized tests, teacher tests, formative and/or summative mastery. Performance based
tasks, portfolios, journals, oral defenses, modeling, etc.) What role will the student play in the
evaluation process? How will the student learn from this evaluation?

Students in this course will also take the STAMP in the Spring as part of their eligibility for
the Seal of Biliteracy. As the content focus of the course is the arts, students will create
written and oral critiques, participate in debates, and visit local art museums. Students
will show their learning through a series of Integrated Performance Assessments (IPAs) to
assess the four skills (speaking, reading, writing, and listening) in the four modes
(interpersonal, presentational, and interpretive), as well as formative and summative
mastery assessments. Students will participate in their own evaluation throughout the
course by evaluating their work against models, by participating in in-class activities
where they evaluate the work of others using a set of criteria, and by self-evaluation on
rubrics. This feedback will build upon students’ intermediate language skills as they work
towards more advanced proficiency.
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Curriculum Development 2023-24

14. Interdisciplinary Opportunities:
When applicable, please provide specific examples of how this course might be integrated with
other courses. Please make sure that you contact the departments/course teachers(s) listed to
confirm co-curricular connections. If possible, specify the co-curricular connections.

Interdisciplinary
Course:
Black/Latino Studies

Teacher(s): Connections:
● evolution and development of

intersectional identities of Black
and Latinx communities

● resistance and change
● how these communities shape US

culture/society
● examples of action within these

communities that address societal
issues

Interdisciplinary
Course:
AP European History

Teacher(s): Connections:
● principal themes in modern

European history and how they
affect(ed) European society,
culture, and the arts

Interdisciplinary
Course:
Historical Art Making

Teacher(s): Connections:
● visual arts as a reflection of

broader ideas within eras

Interdisciplinary
Course:
Mural Painting

Teacher(s): Connections:
● public art as it impacts human

experience

Interdisciplinary
Course:
AP Human Geography

Teacher(s): Connections:
● understanding the

interconnectedness among places
● population growth, migration,

cultural patterns

15. Enrollment:
How many students would you expect to sign up for the course? Provide reasons for your
estimation.

Feeder Course Enrollment

300 Spanish 4 92

300 Spanish 5 (in its current iteration) 60 juniors

Total 152

5



Curriculum Development 2023-24

Of the 92 students in Spanish 4, it is expected that half will sign up for this course and the
other half will sign up for Spanish 5 Hispanic Culture Through Film.  The 60 juniors may
continue on to this course or choose to pursue  AP Spanish Language other electives.  We
would expect about 70 students.

16. Department Discussion:
Before submitting this proposal to the Curriculum Council, all teachers and the Department
Chair/Department Coordinator in your department must review this proposal.  Departmental
approval is required before submitting this proposal to the Curriculum Council.   Please provide a
summary of the department discussion about this course, including the pros and cons brought up
by various department members.

Members of the World Languages Department supported this proposal.

DC  Signature:________Christina Mauricio__________________________________

17. Budgetary Implications: To be completed by DC
Please complete the table below including all anticipated expenses.

Item Description Quantity Cost Total

Student
Textbooks

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Student
Workbooks

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Teacher
Edition

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Materials
Curriculum
Work

Curriculum Writing 40 hours
(10/unit)

$1,800 $1,800

Furniture n/a n/a n/a n/a
Professional
Development
(training)

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Staffing: FTE n/a n/a n/a n/a

Other n/a n/a n/a n/a
Other n/a n/a n/a n/a
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New Course Proposal and Changes to Existing Course
Darien High School, Curriculum Council

Date: 10/17/2022
Department: World Languages
Proposer:  Christina Vázquez Mauricio
Course Title: American Sign Language 1

1. Grade Level(s):
Please check all that apply

X 9
X 10
X 11
X 12

2. Course Credit: Please check
☐ .5
X 1
☐ Other: Explain

3. Course Level:  Please check
X 300
☐ 400 (Honors)
☐ 400 (AP)

4. Course Length:  Please check
X Year
☐ Semester
☐ Other: Explain

5. Graduation Requirements: Please check
☐ Required Course
X Elective Course
* While the course itself is not
required, a one-year World Language
requirement is. This course would
satisfy that requirement.

6. Fine Arts Requirement:
☐ Yes
X No

7. STEM Requirement:
☐ Yes
X No

8. Humanities Requirement:
X Yes
☐ No

9. Prerequisites: Please list all prerequisites for the course, including courses, grade requirements, and
co-course enrollment requirements (if any).  Where does this course fall within your department’s sequence?
How does this course enhance the offerings within your discipline?

American Sign Language (ASL)  is designed to provide students with a learning experience that is
different from other, more traditional world language courses, while connecting students to the
culture and language of an underrepresented population here in Connecticut and the United States.
There are no prerequisites for ASL 1, as it is an introductory course for students. This course would
be in the same category as other introductory novice courses, along with all other level one courses
open to all students. ASL 1 will also give students an additional path to completing their one-year
world language requirement and continue their study in more advanced courses in the future. This
course will provide an opportunity for students who are seeking to learn a  world  language not
based on phonology, morphology, grammar, and/or syntax of a language.

10. Rationale: Which students would want to enroll in this course? Why is there a need for this course? Is this
course offered at other high schools in our DRG? Be explicit about how this course meets the needs and
interests of DHS students.

1
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This course will be open to any student that wants to become proficient in a second language whose
path to proficiency does not require the development of the morphological and phonological skills
that spoken languages do.

The Wilton Public Schools has a robust and growing ASL program, as do the neighboring Greenwich
Public Schools and Rye City Public Schools (NY). Based on new graduation requirements and the
unique nature of an American Sign Language class, we would therefore like to propose a course of
study here at DHS that would appeal to a greater population of students  so that we can support
their pursuit of world language studies. By having ASL in the DHS course offerings, we further
diversify opportunities for our students. The addition of the new course will engage our students in
important higher-order thinking skills while learning about the importance of communities and
cultures that value non-verbal communication.

11. Introduction: Describe the course content and describe the enduring understandings desired as outcomes
for students taking the course. Include what will be taught and what essential questions will be pursued by
the students. How does this course relate to the existing course offerings and sequence in this
subject/department? Will it replace a course previously offered? How does this course specifically reflect
the DPS Vision of the Graduate competencies?

The objective of ASL 1 is to bring a person unable to communicate in ASL to a basic level of
communicative competence, and to provide students with a solid foundation to be able to continue
beyond the first year. Currently the vast majority of students take at least one year of world
language, but there are some who take no world language classes. For students wishing to enroll in a
level one world language class we offer Spanish, Mandarin, Latin, and French when there are enough
students enrolled. These are more traditional language study courses and may not meet the needs of
those students who have not historically taken world language classes, but are required to now.

This course will not replace something we currently offer. ASL 1 will be another option for long-term
language study in our department.

ASL 1 embodies most, if not all, of the DPS VOG Competencies. It is a new form of communication for
students that are beginning their journey with the language that will ultimately allow them to
communicate with a new group of people in a new way. Students will grow in their ability to be
empathetic towards members of the Deaf community while being immersed in Deaf culture and
traditions, with the ultimate goal of being able to communicate in ASL. There is also a growing need
for professional ASL interpreters, teachers, and other careers that serve or are a part of the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing Community such as SLPs, social workers, and audiologists, among others. As with
all world languages, students that become proficient in ASL will be equipped with a life skill that
they can take with them beyond their time at DHS.

12. Course Outline: Please provide a bulleted overview of content topics to be explored during each quarter.
Give a brief summary of ideas presented.

ASL 1 will use the Signing Naturally Units 1-6 program from DawnSignPress, the nation's leader in
ASL culture, history, and literature. The purpose of this course is to create a foundation upon which
receptive and expressive skills will build into the future. They will learn vocabulary and
conversational dialogues, and will be able to communicate in reference to a variety of topics at the
novice level. To attain this goal, students are provided with opportunities to learn and practice a
variety of signs while also continuing to educate themselves about the presence of ASL as a language
in our society, and the history and culture of the Deaf community.

The curriculum integrates language, content, and culture into an interrelated series of lessons and
activities that promote the use of ASL in a variety of contexts and real life situations. In order to meet
the goals, this course is conducted in the target language and students are expected to communicate
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with the teacher and among themselves using as much ASL as possible, thus simulating a total
immersion experience. Its rigor and performance expectations require a strong commitment on the
part of students to actively participate in class and to dedicate time daily to the completion of
assignments and practice. The class will meet on our rotating block schedule every other day. Some
sessions will be spent in the language labs in order to maximize opportunities for students to engage
with authentic sources and use the language to communicate informally and formally in a variety of
tasks, as well as with the recording capabilities on their own devices to playback their signs.

Here is a breakdown of the units in Signing Naturally:
1. Introducing Oneself
2. Exchanging Personal Information
3. Discussing Living Situations
4. Talking About Family
5. Telling About Activities
6. Storytelling

13. Assessment: Please list the ways in which students will demonstrate their understanding. (National
standardized tests, teacher tests, formative and/or summative mastery. Performance based tasks,
portfolios, journals, oral defenses, modeling, etc.) What role will the student play in the evaluation process?
How will the student learn from this evaluation?

Similar to the other language courses offered at Darien High School, ASL is taught using a variety of
resources to expand students’ communication skills in the target language. Students will also use the
digital language labs to enhance language study through multimedia tools. These learning
environments will be helpful in advancing students’ understanding and competency in the language.
In addition to a textbook, students also benefit from other 21st century supplemental materials such
as videos and blog discussions. It incorporates authentic written and visual texts from a variety of
sources, including current events that affect the Deaf community, and the presence of Deaf and Hard
of Hearing initiatives in the Hearing world.

Students will also show their learning through a series of Integrated Performance Assessments
(IPAs) to assess the four skills (speaking, reading, writing, and listening) in the four modes
(interpersonal, presentational, and interpretive), as well as formative and summative mastery
assessments. Students will participate in their own evaluation throughout the course by evaluating
their work against models, by participating in in-class activities where they evaluate the work of
others using a set of criteria, by self-evaluation on rubrics, and by watching playbacks of their
signing as compared to models. This feedback will build upon students’ novice language skills as
they work towards more advanced proficiency in later years.

As the program grows, students in subsequent levels of this course will take the American Sign
Language Proficiency Interview (ASLPI), a proficiency assessment sponsored by Gallaudet
University and recognized by the Seal of Biliteracy Committee at the State of Connecticut
Department of Education. This assessment will qualify students for the Seal of Biliteracy.

14. Enrollment:
How many students would you expect to sign up for the course? Provide reasons for your estimation.

We anticipate that approximately 24 students will enroll in ASL 1, giving us one full section. This
course will attract students who are beginning their language journey at DHS, as well as others who
may be interested in pursuing this elective.

Department Discussion: Before submitting this proposal to the Curriculum Council, all teachers and the
Department Chair/Department Coordinator in your department must review this proposal. Departmental
approval is required before submitting this proposal to the Curriculum Council.  Please provide a summary
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of the department discussion about this course, including the pros and cons brought up by various
department members.

Proposing this course was discussed with the department at our department meeting on Monday,
October 17, 2022. To show support for this initiative at the District level, Ms. Shirley Klein, Assistant
Superintendent for Special Education, was also in attendance. The proposal received the support of
members of the department.

DC  Signature:_____Christina Mauricio________________________________________

15. Budgetary Implications: To be completed by DC
Please complete the table below including all anticipated expenses.

Item Description Quantity Cost Total
Student
Textbooks

Signing Naturally Units 1-6, Dawn
Sign Press

24 $84.95 $2038.80

Student
Workbooks

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Teacher
Edition

Signing Naturally Units 1-6, Dawn
Sign Press - Teacher Curriculum Set

1 $98.95 $98.95

Materials n/a n/a n/a n/a
Curriculum
Work

60 hours (10 hours per unit) 60 $45.00 $2,700

Furniture n/a n/a n/a n/a
Professional
Development
(training)

A certified teacher of record can earn an ASL cross-endorsement by passing a
proficiency examination. Additional credits may be necessary.*

Staffing: FTE .2 .2 – –

Other n/a n/a n/a n/a
Other n/a n/a n/a n/a

* We are committed to searching for and hiring an experienced and certified ASL teacher.  We are also
exploring a way to certify current DHS staff.
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New Course Proposal and Changes to Existing Course
Darien High School, Curriculum Council

Date: September 9, 2022

Department: Music

Proposer:  Colleen Thompson

Course Title: Guitar Ensemble

1. Grade Level(s):
Please check all that apply
x 9
x 10
x 11
x 12

2. Course Credit: Please check
x .5
☐ 1
☐ Other: Explain

3. Course Level:  Please check
x 300
☐ 400 (Honors)
☐ 650
☐ 750
☐ 400 (AP)

4. Course Length:  Please check
☐ Year
x Semester
☐ Other: Explain

5. Graduation Requirements: Please
check
☐ Required Course
x Elective Course

6. Fine Arts Requirement:
x Yes
☐ No

7. STEM Requirement:
☐ Yes
x No

8. Humanities Requirement:
☐ Yes
x No

1
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9. Prerequisites:
Please list all prerequisites for the course, including courses, grade requirements, and
co-course enrollment requirements (if any).  Where does this course fall within your
department’s sequence? How does this course enhance the offerings within your discipline?

There would be no prerequisites for this course. All students in the Darien Public Schools
have had experience learning ukuleles in grade 5 and MMS students enrolled in Music
Explorations had a unit of guitar in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade.

10. Rationale:
Which students would want to enroll in this course? Why is there a need for this course? Is
this course offered at other high schools in our DRG? Be explicit about how this course
meets the needs and interests of DHS students.

The members of our Music Department believe we should offer more options for students
to continue their involvement in music at DHS. We have around 1,400 students at Darien
High School and currently have approximately 300 in our ensembles, music theory and
music technology courses. This course may appeal to students who have previously
studied guitar, either at MMS or through private lessons, and want to play in an ensemble
in high school.  It may also appeal to students who want to learn to play the guitar for the
first time.  The instruction would be differentiated to meet the needs of students at all
levels.

Other schools that currently offer guitar classes at the high school level include: Danbury,
East Hartford, Enfield, Farmington, Glastonbury, Greenwich, Monroe/Masuk, Stratford
and West Hartford.
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11. Introduction:
Describe the course content and describe the enduring understandings desired as outcomes
for students taking the course.  Include what will be taught and what essential questions
will be pursued by the students.
How does this course relate to the existing course offerings and sequence in this
subject/department? Will it replace a course previously offered?
How does this course specifically reflect the DPS Vision of the Graduate competencies?

Students in guitar ensemble learn how to play guitar and/or continue their study of music through
guitar performance. They will engage in the artistic processes of Creating, Performing,
Responding, and Connecting to music within the course.  Objectives and essential questions are
as follows:

Course objectives - creating:
● Students will generate ideas to create improvisations, compositions and accompaniments

on guitar and will select and develop musical notation and audio/video recording to
document their ideas

● Students will use feedback to evaluate and refine drafts of their compositions and
perform final versions demonstrating skill in organizing musical ideas.

Essential questions - creating:
● How do musicians generate creative ideas?
● How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work?
● When is a creative work ready to share?

Course objectives - performing:
● Students will learn to play melodies, scales, and chord progressions on the guitar and will

apply practice strategies to refine their performance over time
● Students will perform a varied repertoire of guitar music with technical accuracy and

expression, demonstrating an understanding of the audience and context of the
performance

Essential questions - performing:
● How do musicians improve the quality of their performance?
● When is a performance judged ready to present?
● How does the context and the manner in which musical work is presented influence

audience response?

Course objectives - responding:
● Students will identify and describe how interest, experiences, and contexts affect the

evaluation of music.
Essential questions - responding:

● How do we judge the quality of musical works and performances?
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11. Introduction (continued)

Course objectives - connecting:
● Students will demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices

and intent when creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Students will demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other

arts, other disciplines, varied contexts and daily life.
Essential questions - connecting:

● How do musicians make meaningful connections to creating, performing, and
responding?

● How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts and daily life inform creating,
performing, and responding to music?
Guitar ensemble will be an extension of the 5th grade ukulele curriculum and 6-8 guitar
curriculum.  This will be the only class available at DHS for students who already play
guitar or want to learn for the first time.

The objectives of guitar ensemble reflect the DPS Vision of the Graduate Competencies,
specifically:
Communication

● 1.4: I collaborate with peers to interpret meaning and present our shared learning.

○ Students will work together in small groups and within the full ensemble to select,
analyze, and interpret pieces of music, and will refine their performance until it is
ready to present to classmates or at a public performance.

Creativity
● 2.2: I take academic risks, without fear of making “mistakes” in front of peers.

○ Students will regularly perform drafts of their own compositions and excerpts

from pieces that are “works in progress” to refine their performances.

Curiosity

● 3.6: I explore interests outside of my comfort zone to develop a more well-rounded self.

○ Students can register for guitar ensemble without having any previous

proficiency on an instrument.  This will allow more students to experience

music-making at the high school level.

Empathy

● 1.7: I develop healthy, kind, and meaningful relationships within and outside my school

community.

○ We expect this class to attract a diverse group of students.  There will be

students in grades 9-12 enrolled, some of whom will have a lot of musical

experience but are new to the guitar, others of whom are taking an elective

music class for the first time.  The process of making music together should

enable students to form positive relationships with others outside of their

typical peer group.

Independence

● 1.1: I rely on my own skills, knowledge, and talents to set and achieve goals.

○ Students will progress at their own pace, choosing roles in the ensemble that

highlight their existing strengths, or they may choose to challenge themselves

to learn more difficult repertoire.
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12. Course Outline:
Please provide a bulleted overview of content topics to be explored during each quarter
Give a brief summary of ideas presented.

Guitar Ensemble is a performance-based techniques course offering an introduction to guitar
for new players, with the opportunity for experienced players to develop their playing skills
and musicianship. Content covered include:

● Basic guitar playing techniques
● Tuning, instrument care, and basic maintenance
● Note names on the guitar fretboard, basic theory of musical notation
● Reading music notes, rests, music symbols, and guitar tablature. Reading melodies, building

chords, and scales
● Identifying different musical forms, structures, styles, basic strumming and picking

patterns/techniques appropriate for various musical genres
● Creating music through improvisation and songwriting/composition
● Responding to music by listening to and objectively evaluating live and recorded

performances
● Performing a variety of different song styles and genres (including traditional, pop, rock,

folk, classical, multicultural and blues) as a soloist, with a partner, and as a large group.

13. Assessment:
Please list the ways in which students will demonstrate their understanding.   (National
standardized tests, teacher tests, formative and/or summative mastery. performance based
tasks, portfolios, journals, oral defenses, modeling, etc.) What role will the student play in
the evaluation process? How will the student learn from this evaluation?

Student work will be assessed through daily formative performance assessments.  Students will
set playing goals based on teacher and peer feedback.  Performance rubrics for both self and
peer assessment will be utilized.  Students will also be assessed through written formative and
summative assignments to demonstrate an understanding of music theory, musical form, and
strumming/picking appropriate for various musical styles and genres.  Students will engage in
written and verbal reflection of live student performances and recorded professional
performances. The final assessment will be a public performance that demonstrates their
personal musical and technical growth throughout the semester.
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14. Interdisciplinary Opportunities:
When applicable, please provide specific examples of how this course might be integrated
with other courses. Please make sure that you contact the departments/course teachers(s)
listed to confirm co-curricular connections. If possible, specify the co-curricular
connections.

Interdisciplinary
Course:

Music Theory/Ap
Music Theory

Teacher(s):
Chris Andrade and

Jon Grauer

Connections:
Similar materials used for teaching

note reading and musical form

Interdisciplinary
Course:

Teacher(s): Connections:

Interdisciplinary
Course:

Teacher(s): Connections:

15. Enrollment:
How many students would you expect to sign up for the course? Provide reasons for your
estimation.

We would  need to limit it to 15 per semester due to the size of the teaching space and materials
needed.  If there is more interest, we could consider opening up more sections in the future.

16. Department Discussion:
Before submitting this proposal to the Curriculum Council, all teachers and the
Department Chair/Department Coordinator in your department must review this proposal.
Departmental approval is required before submitting this proposal to the Curriculum
Council.   Please provide a summary of the department discussion about this course,
including the pros and cons brought up by various department members.

All members of the DHS Music Department are in support of offering this course.

DC  Signature:  Colleen Thompson______________________________
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17. Budgetary Implications: To be completed by DC
Please complete the table below including all anticipated expenses.

Item Description Quantity Cost Total

Student

Textbooks

Guitar method books 15 $28 $420

Student

Workbooks

Teacher

Edition

Materials Guitars

Extra guitar strings

15

5

$140

$20

$2,100

$100

Curriculum

Work

1 teacher to write units 12 hrs $600

Furniture

Professional
Development
(training)
Staffing: FTE

Other

Other
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