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• ACT Updates
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• Strategic Prep Recommendations

Presentation Summary
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ACT Benchmarks
Are my students ready for college and career?
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● The ACT followed students from high school, to college 

and beyond to determine what makes a student ready for 

post-secondary education.

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks
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● These are the ACT Benchmarks:

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks
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ACT College Readiness Benchmarks
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● Benchmarks are the minimum scores needed to indicate a 

50% chance of B or higher or 75% of a C or higher their 

freshman year.

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks
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● Benchmarks are the minimum scores needed to indicate a 

50% chance of B or higher or 75% of a C or higher their 

freshman year.

● These benchmarks help identify

○ Students ready for credit-bearing courses

○ Students who need more academic support

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks
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Any questions about 
ACT Benchmarks?
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ACT Reporting Categories
How can I use the ACT Results 

in my classroom?
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English
● POW Production of Writing
● KLA Knowledge of Language
● CSE Conventions of Standard English

Mathematics
● PHM Preparing for Higher Math

○ N Number & Quantity
○ A Algebra
○ F Functions
○ G Geometry
○ S Statistics & Probability

● IES Integrating Essential Skills
● Modeling

Reading
● KID Key Ideas & Details
● CS Craft & Structure
● IKI Integration of Knowledge & Ideas

Science
● IOD Interpretation of Data
● SIN Scientific Investigation
● EMI Evaluation of Models, Inferences, & 

Experimental Results

ACT Reporting Categories
● ACT Subjects are divided into Reporting Categories.
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English
3 Reporting Categories
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English
3 Reporting Categories
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Annual ACT Profile Report Figures 2.2-2.5
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English 
Benchmark 

is 18

Math 
Benchmark 

is 22

Reading 
Benchmark 

is 22

Science 
Benchmark 

is 23

How many questions 
are needed to hit the 

benchmark?

17



● Math is the only section that generally goes from 
easiest to hardest.

Understanding the Reporting Categories
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● Math is the only section that generally goes from 
easiest to hardest.

● Let’s look at IES: Integrating Essentials Skills.

Understanding the Reporting Categories
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Math
8 Reporting Categories
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Preparing for 
High Math 
score includes 
these topics

Math
8 Reporting Categories
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Preparing for 
High Math 
score includes 
these topics

Concepts 
learned 
BEFORE 8th 
grade

Math
8 Reporting Categories
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● 40-43% of the questions on the Math section are 
the concepts learned before 8th grade.

Understanding the Reporting Categories
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● 40-43% of the questions on the Math section are 
the concepts learned before 8th grade.

● Review the basics and focus on the first half.

Understanding the Reporting Categories
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Annual ACT Profile Report Figures 2.2-2.5
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English 
Benchmark 

is 18

Math 
Benchmark 

is 22

Reading 
Benchmark 

is 22

Science 
Benchmark 

is 23

How many questions 
are needed to hit the 

benchmark?
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Reading
3 Reporting Categories
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Reading
3 Reporting Categories
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Annual ACT Profile Report Figures 2.2-2.5
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English 
Benchmark 

is 18

Math 
Benchmark 

is 22

Reading 
Benchmark 

is 22

Science 
Benchmark 

is 23

Raw to Scale Score 
Conversion varies from 

test to test, but they 
remain very similar
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Science
3 Reporting Categories
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Science
3 Reporting Categories
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Annual ACT Profile Report Figures 2.2-2.5
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English 
Benchmark 

is 18

Math 
Benchmark 

is 22

Reading 
Benchmark 

is 22

Science 
Benchmark 

is 23

Raw to Scale Score 
Conversion varies from 

test to test, but they 
remain very similar
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What will my ACT Score Report from the ACT look like?    
Interactive Student ACT Score Report
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Any questions about 
ACT Reporting Categories?

Reporting Categories 
Interpretation Guide
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College and Career 
Readiness Standards

ACT Curriculum Alignment
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• Explore the Standards online here. PDF Worksheets are 
also available here.

Isolate skills for each Score Range

ACT College and Career Readiness Standards
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POW Production of Writing 
● TOD Topic Development in Terms of 

Purpose & Focus
● ORG  Organization, Unity, and 

Cohesion

KLA Knowledge of Language 

CSE Conventions of Standard 
English Grammar, Usage, and 
Punctuation
● SST  Sentence Structure and 

Formation
● USG Usage Conventions
● PUN Punctuation Conventions
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N Number and Quantity 
A Algebra
F Functions
● AF Algebra and Functions

G Geometry
S Statistics and Probability
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KID Key Ideas and Details 
● CLR Close Reading
● IDT Central Ideas, Themes, and 

Summaries
● REL Relationships

CS Craft and Structure
● WME Word Meanings and Word 

Choice
● TST Text Structure
● PPV Purpose and Point of View

IKI Integration of Knowledge and 
Ideas
● ARG Arguments
● SYN Multiple Texts

TEXT COMPLEXITY RUBRIC 44
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IOD Interpretation of Data 

SIN Scientific Investigation

EMI Evaluation of Models, 
Inferences, and Experimental 
Results

SCIENCE CONTENT TOPICS
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Any questions about 
College and Career

Readiness Standards?
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ACT Updates
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● How to Calculate your Superscore
● Colleges set their own policies regarding superscoring. 
● Students should contact the College Admission Offices

ACT Superscoring
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● Students must first take a full ACT test.
● Students may take up to three section retests on any test 

date.
● No limits on the number of times a student may take a 

retest.  
● Offered seven times a year, on the same dates as the 

national ACT test. 
● FAQs from website

Section Retesting
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Any questions about 
ACT Updates?
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Practice ACT Test Resources
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Practice ACT Test Results

● Every grade is broken down by Average ACT Composite, 
English, Math, Reading, and Science Scores.

● Composite will show the Percent of Students who hit all 4 
ACT Benchmarks.
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Student Data

● The Gradebook tab includes a lot of information that can 
be sorted and organized for each student or category.
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Student Data

● When Students lose their Individual Score Reports, find 
their Test Number in the Gradebook, and that will match 
the bottom right corner of their Report.
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Individual Score Reports

● All Student Identifiers will be listed at the top. 

61



62



PDF for Parents

● Resources to send home to help build an ACT Culture
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Student Response Report

● All Student Responses are listed.
● Green = Correct
● Red=Incorrect
● Yellow=Blank
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Response Frequency Report

● Identify what percentage of students answered each 
possible answer. 

● Red answers were selected more than the Correct 
Answer
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Reporting Categories Report

● Use the Reporting 
Categories to identify 
Strengths and 
Weaknesses within each 
Subject.

● Remember these 
numbers are Percent 
Correct, not Scaled.
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Question Analysis Report
● Identify what percentage of students answered each 

possible answer. 
● Green = Correct Answer
● Red = Incorrect Answer 
● Yellow = Distractor (selected more than correct answer)
● Blue Letter to the Right = Reporting Category
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ACT Prep Recommendations
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ACT Culture

● Celebrate the victories and improvements!
● Consider some of the following:

○ Are teachers aware of the data and what it means?
○ Are students participating in ACT Prep?
○ Is the ACT part of post-secondary education decision 

making?
○ Are we using the data to drive decisions in our 

classrooms?
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ACT Ideas for Progress

● Identify a Reporting Category to Strengthen
● Focus on a Score Range (look at students just below the 

ACT Benchmark)
● Discover specific ways to enhance needed skills at the ACT 

Ideas for Progress page

Click to Go to Ideas for Progress
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ACT Motivation

● John Keller’s ARCS Model helps us better 
understand Student motivation.

     How can we help students
Find RELEVANCE?
Build CONFIDENCE?
Increase SATISFACTION?
Pay ATTENTION?
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ACT Skills and Competencies

● Rebecca Peterson’s research, specific to Utah, has 
identified several competencies associated with 
successful postsecondary readiness:

Academic Knowledge
Comprehension of complicated materials / 

complex text 
 Economic literacy 
Global awareness 

 Health literacy 
Mastery of rigorous academic content 

 
Creativity and Innovation

 Be flexible and open 
Collaborate with others 

Think creatively / demonstrate originality

Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving  
Analyze information and data 
 Develop informed arguments 

 Solve problems 
Think critically 

Use research to make informed judgments 
 

Communication Skills 
Effective verbal communication 

 Listening skills
Write effectively 

 
 Information Technology Skills 
Computer and technology skills 

 Engineering

Social Skills 
Social perceptiveness/social intelligence 

Work as part of a team 
 

 Personal Accountability  
Effective work and study habits
Self-monitoring and regulation 

Time management and organizational skills
 

Leadership and Responsibility 
Ethics and honesty 

Make decisions/exercise judgment 
Motivation/set and achieve goals 
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