
Riverdale’s latest technology boost
	 RIVERDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT – Thanks to generous 
contributions from parents and the community collected 
during last year’s auction paddle raise, this summer was 
filled with ambitious technology projects to prepare for 
the school year.

Wireless infrastructure upgrade
	 Increasing the number of wireless access points 
throughout the grade school and high school buildings 
has dramatically increased the capacity of our wireless 
infrastructure. Additionally, our wireless range now 
extends across the majority of each campus.
	 “As Riverdale moves toward having one device per 
student, this will significantly improve the ability of 
teachers to feel confident using digital tools and for 
students to leverage these tools to maximize learning,” 
says Sean Williams, the district’s technology innovator.

Mounted projectors and sound
	 We moved all the classroom projectors to ceiling 
mounts and added distributive sound to the classrooms. 
This project frees up class floor space, removes a lot of 
wires and cables and provides for students to hear what is 
played no matter where they are physically located in the 
classroom.

ParentVUE launches Oct. 15
	 The latest ambitious project is preparing to open the 
ParentVUE portal for Synergy, our student information 
system. Parents 
of 5th-12th 
graders will soon 
be able to view 
attendance, 
check students’ 
class schedules 
and course history, see assignments and grades as they 
are posted, and update some of their personal contact 
information. While not all features are intended for K-4th, 
those parents will still have access to some functions. 
	 ParentVUE launches on Wednesday, Oct. 15. On that 
day, parents will receive an email with instructions for 
accessing the portal with a unique access code. The codes 
will also be available during conferences, Oct. 16-17. Once 
activated, you can set your own username and password. 
A mobile app is also available.

A message from your 
superintendent
	 The school year is underway and both students and 
staff are finding their rhythm, and I am settling in to 
my second year as your superintendent, a position I am 
extremely proud to hold. 
	 Throughout my career in education I have observed 
many administrators and a wide variety of teaching styles. 
Yet, in my short time at Riverdale, I have discovered a great 
number of unique attributes that set our schools apart 
from others. I would like to share with you some of my 
favorite things about the Riverdale School District.
	 Our teachers and administrators are here for kids. As 
I speak to teachers and other staff throughout the district, I 
find the common thread when decisions are made is “what 
is best for kids?” This is a basic tenet of our work around the 
Coalition of Essential Schools. Read more on Page 3. 
	 An informed and involved school board. As I have 
worked with the Riverdale School Board for the last 15 
months I have found an outstanding attitude. They want 
to stay informed about issues, ask probing questions and 
believe strongly in maintaining an environment where true 
discussion can happen.
	 A caring and involved community. I am continually 
amazed by the capacity of the community. Whether I am 
speaking to a PTC member during one of their myriad 
volunteer opportunities, or a community member that no 
longer has children in school, the kindness and genuine 
concern for our children is always evident.
	 I am also excited to share with you the progress we 
have made over the summer and so far this school year. 
On the following pages, you’ll learn more about our 
technology upgrade, the upcoming launch of Synergy 
ParentVUE, our work prioritizing the common principles 
of the Coalition of Essential Schools, our new grade school 
curriculum for math, and more.
	 I hope you enjoy this issue of our district newsletter. 
As you will read in the story about our new marketing and 
communications coordinator, we are looking forward to 
honing and reformatting our communications vehicles in 
order to keep our families and community updated on all 
that goes on in our district. I think you will enjoy what is in 
store.

						      Sincerely,

						      Terry Brandon
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