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WHO IS LAURA NEWELL???
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Department Recognition
Scholastic Art Award Winners! 

Variety of Medium

NAfME 2022 Students Songwriting Competition Winner!

Regional Musicians 
Middle and High School

All State Musicians!
Most participants from one 

district

Flagship District in the Arts
Curriculum and Programming

Emerging Young Arts Exhibition
UMass Dartmouth 

**The list goes on and on!
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Art and Music Staffing

Elementary
1- 2 Art Teachers
1-2 Core Music/ 
Choir Teachers
1 Band Teacher
1 String Teacher

Middle
1- 2 Art Teachers
1-2 Core Music/ 
Choir Teachers
1- 2 Band Teacher
1 String Teacher

GHS
7 Art Teachers
5 Music (including 
band, orchestra, 
choir, eMusic)

*Some variances with our special programming (ie, Suzuki program at Hamilton Avenue School



ART and MUSIC 
National Standards

“Every Child is an Artist”



4 Artistic Processes
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• Creating

• Performing 
Producing 
Presenting

• Responding

• Connecting
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National Core Arts Standards (NCAS)
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National Core Arts Standards (NCAS)
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Standards at a Glance



11

“I Can…”



GPS Art and Music
“The future belongs to young 

people with an education and the 
imagination to create.”

- President Barack Obama



GPS ARTS VISION and MISSION
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Vision of the Arts

The vision of the arts is to foster an environment that encourages creativity, expression, and a 
lifelong appreciation and understanding of the arts, while teaching perseverance and the art of 
process and not product, with the emphasis placed on the importance of collaboration and 
communication.

The Arts Department Will (Action):
- Provide opportunities for students to engage with self expression and communication
- Empower students to create meaningful work and growth through self reflection and the 

creative process
- Challenge students to be divergent thinkers

Results of our Actions:
Through studying the arts, our department will create a community of creative thinkers, leaders, 
and problem solvers that is rich with cultural, social, emotional, and intellectual diversity. 
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Arts Program Goals
• Each student has artistic ability in every art form which should be 

cultivated.
• A comprehensive education in the arts - dance, music, theatre and 

the visual arts - is an essential part of every child's preparation for 
life.

• A comprehensive arts education prepares students in the 4 Artistic 
Processes, which prepare them for active lifetime participation in at 
least one art form.

• While education in all four of the arts shares common goals, each 
art form is a unique discipline, involving a distinct combination of 
abilities / intelligences, skills and understandings.



Pathway to Artistic Development Through ART in GPS
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1 3 5

 K-5 Visual Art 
Essential

 Middle School: 
Art Elective GHS Art Electives

1hr of Visual Art 
Instruction each week 

for all students!
Opportunities to 

explore 2D and 3D 
mediums 

Elective (can be 
requested!) and occurs 

on a pattern basis
Exposure to various 

media including digital 
art, 3D project, and 2D 

project

Elective- now focusing 
on a specific emphasis 
that could include 3D, 

2D, Digital Art, 
Photography, Fashion 

Design, etc.

Assured Experience 

Museum Trip
5

Art Advocate or 
Professional



Pathway to Artistic Development Through MUSIC in GPS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
K-5 Core Music Instruction for ALL students

Young People’s Concert Assured Experience

Grade 3: Orchestra Option
Grade 4: Band, Orchestra, Choir Option
Grade 5: Band, Orchestra, Choir Option

MIDDLE SCHOOL
ELECTIVE Core Music

Ensembles: Band Orchestra and 
Choir in each grade

Addition of Jazz Band and 
Select Ensembles 

Young People’s Concert Assured Experience

Music 
Programming

GREENWICH HIGH SCHOOL
MUSIC ELECTIVES

And
ENSEMBLES

(addition of ELECTRONIC MUSIC)



ART
On a typical day… 
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Present

Students discuss and share 
their feelings and path through 
the creative process and talk 
about the meaning of their 
artwork and the work of others

Respond

Students read a book and/or 
explore a famous work of art 
that outlines the specific learning 
objective for the lesson. The 
samples include the specific 
techniques that are essential to 
creation.

Create

Using the knowledge from 
“responding”, students are then 
asked to demonstrate their 
understanding through 
creating work that displays the 
skill in their own unique and 
personal way.

Visual Arts
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Present

Students discuss and share 
their feelings and path through 
the creative process and talk 
about the meaning of their 
artwork and the work of others

Respond

Students read a book and/or 
explore a famous work of art 
that outlines the specific learning 
objective for the lesson. The 
samples include the specific 
techniques that are essential to 
creation.

Create

Using the knowledge from 
“responding”, students are then 
asked to demonstrate their 
understanding through 
creating work that displays the 
skill in their own unique and 
personal way.

What geometric shapes 
and types of line did you 
use?

What images did you use 
to make this quilt 
personal?



Core Music
On a typical day… 
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Perform

Students have the 
opportunity to create 
songs, rhythms, etc. 
that supports their 
“literacy’ in music 

Respond

Students listen to a piece(s) 
and explore what makes 
music memorable, unique, 
and how the components 
are put together to do so.

Move

Using the knowledge from 
“responding”, students are 
then asked to demonstrate 
their understanding 
through performing various 
skills that are age level 
appropriate 

Create

A large part of being 
musical is expressing 
how it makes you feel 
through movement

Core Music and Chorus



Why Do We Play the Recorder???
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https://youtu.be/ET9k10btZ0Y


Instrumental Music
On a typical day… 
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Perform

Students have the opportunity 
to create songs, rhythms, etc. 
that supports their “literacy’ in 
music 

Respond

Students listen to a piece(s) and 
explore what makes music 
memorable, unique, and how the 
components are put together to 
do so.

Usually this is done with the 
music that they are playing

Create

Using the knowledge from 
“responding”, students are then 
asked to demonstrate their 
understanding through 
performing various skills that 
are age level appropriate 

Instrumental Music
Year 1-3, Grades 3-5



GHS Arts Offerings
What options do I have to continue Arts 
instruction in high school and beyond? 



Greenwich High School 
✘ Electives
✘ Addition of Theater Courses!
✘ Addition of Electronic Music
✘ Outlined pathways for each discipline
✘ Fine Arts credits AND STEM Credits
✘ Before and after school opportunities
✘ Competitions and Awards (State and National)
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GHS Art Courses 



GHS Music Courses 



GHS Theater Courses 



How Can I Support my 
Child’s Artistic Journey?



Supporting Your Young Artist
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USE ARTISTIC 
EXPRESSION
Encourage your child to 
draw/sing/play to 
communicate their feelings

WEIRD SOUNDS?
Positive support and praise 

for the work going into 
those “funny” sounds

Visit local museums and 
attend community 
performances

ARTS IN THE COMMUNITY

Focus on your child’s journey 
instead of how “pretty” 

something sounds or looks
PROCESS OVER THE 

PRODUCT



Your support keeps our programming a 
success!
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Thank you!


