
Notes From the Principal

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and were able to
spend time with your loved ones. Thanksgiving gives us an
opportunity to re�ect and think about what we are thankful for. At
Liberty-Curtin Elementary, we are thankful for all the support we
receive from our students' parents and the community. I want to

take a moment to express my gratitude to all who have helped make our school an amazing place
to be.
 
As the end of 2022 draws near, we have many exciting and special activities planned for our
students and families during the months of December and January. Please join us in getting into
the holiday spirit and celebrating this festive time of year. Starting December 5th, we will have
school spirit days throughout the month. Our Holiday concert will be held on December 12 @ 6:30
in the Central Mountain High School auditorium. We will wrap things up with a much anticipated
visit from Santa!
 
Wishing you all a safe and joyous holiday season.

https://cdn.smore.com/u/f728/1b6c116df43cd2fe5f5e671b627bf8f8.jpeg


Upcoming Activities
December 1 - Picture Retakes 
December 2 - PTO Popcorn Sales
December 5-22 - December Spirit Days (visit link for more information) 
December 12 - Liberty-Curtin Elementary Holiday Concert - 6:30pm @ CMHS (more information to
come)
December 12-13 - LC Christmas Store
December 16 - No School (King of the Mountain Tournament)
December 19 - PBIS Reward Activity: Reindeer Games
December 21 - Holiday Sing Along  
December 22 - Santa Visit & Holiday Parties
December 23 thru January 2 - Winter Break (no school)
January 3 - Back to School
January 11 - PTO Meeting @ 6:00 in the LC Library
January 20 - 3-hour early dismissal
January 23 - Act 80 Day (no school for students)

Messages & Alerts
With winter weather upon us, there will be days when we may need
to delay the start of the school day or have a remote learning day.
Please be sure to sign up for Bloomz, our new messaging app, so
you don't miss any important information.

https://cdn.smore.com/u/5008/c287d53748585718ad9efd3eb9787147.png
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17rasjO9btx4G-eRwJxe-m0Knd-OyzK0zSov3vDa2yss/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fGTJ7FrzyUrbZegTg5Tpa2MFzCgobtIE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fGTJ7FrzyUrbZegTg5Tpa2MFzCgobtIE/view?usp=sharing


Annual Notices and Policy Review

Click on the button above to access the information. 

December/January Federal Programs Updates
All elementary schools will conduct full school assessment screenings of math and reading
progress in January. Our intervention teams use this information to update WIN groups (What I
Need), and from what we are seeing so far, our students are growing rapidly!
 
On December 6th, elementary schools will send home progress reports to keep families updated
on student progress. All families in all schools should have received Quarter 1 report cards in
November. If you did not receive the report card for Quarter 1, please contact your child's school
secretary.
 
At all school levels, we use Title IV federal funds to purchase incentives for PBIS (our positive
school-wide behavior supports) rewards, and we emphasize the goal of following school rules in
all schools.
 
Required documents for families:
Right to Request Quali�cations of Teachers (see Annual Notices and Policy Review button above) -
if you wish to request a paper copy, please contact rmurty@kcsd.k12.pa.us .
Note: If your child is taught for four or more weeks by a teacher who is instructing in a
content area for which they are not currently certi�ed, the district must notify you. Four week
noti�cation letters will be added here if that becomes necessary.
 
Non-Discrimination Statement (see Annual Notices and Policy Review button above) - if you wish
to request a paper copy, please contact rmurty@kcsd.k12.pa.us
 
Title I District Parent Policy - Policy 918
Coaching Newsletter for Families - How We Teach Reading
Title I Complaint Procedure
School Improvement Plan 

https://www.kcsd.us/our-district/annual-notifications
mailto:rmurty@kcsd.k12.pa.us
mailto:rmurty@kcsd.k12.pa.us
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Os0Sw2iPRjKYT1FAU4W6dcIL43WL5YTp/view?usp=sharing
https://www.smore.com/pb25y
https://www.kcsd.k12.pa.us/en-US/curriculum-10504c66/title1-4cfc6ea3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1inFSFmSbOK0DS_AB3v0pi2mCyKoLoE5p/view?usp=sharing


https://cdn.smore.com/u/2b5b/ddca024df3d8d018d7c08f0ed6199990.png
https://cdn.smore.com/u/2af9/87b3d166f3a047cc516d88dcb6f4540e.jpeg


Volunteer Work and Resources for Supports

Volunteer work is an important aspect of our community and
culture. Many organizations and churches that give to our
community are only able to do so through the work of volunteers.
Volunteering helps people and children better understand
compassion and empathy. Volunteering can even be a fun
experience for you and your family. Kids and teens that volunteer
may:  

See that they can make a difference 
Meet people with similar values 
Practice life skills 
Learn about different careers 
Experience different cultures 

For more information on how you and your family can volunteer in
our community check out the links below 

Pregnancy Resource Clinic 
Salvation Army 
Roads to Peace 
United Way 

Please also review the above websites to see if you or your family
could bene�t from any of the services they offer.
 
 
Source: Nemours Kids Health 
 

Event Information
Santa's Workshop

In partnership with #KeystoneCares, the BENV Kiwanis is
hosting Santa's Workshop!
When?
Sun, Dec 4, 2022, 01:00 PM

Where?
Central Mountain Middle School, Ben Avenue, Mill Hall, PA,
USA

2022 Santas workshop �yer PDF.pdf

 Open maps

https://www.scprc.com/volunteer/
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/plugins/gdosCenterSearch?query=17745&mode=query_1&limit=20
https://www.roadstopeace.org/volunteers/
https://www.clintoncountyunitedway.org/volunteer-opportunities
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/volunteer.html
https://cdn.smore.com/u/3975/d93bf01b1fed2c16d841f6ff07848b18.jpeg
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/63750c1e0048cb7d0acd0e0f
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Central%20Mountain%20Middle%20School%2C%20Ben%20Avenue%2C%20Mill%20Hall%2C%20PA%2C%20USA&hl=en


Download
1.0 MB

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Strong attendance has a proven impact on school success. Chronic
absence — missing 10 percent or more of school days due to
absence for any reason—excused, unexcused absences and
suspensions, can translate into third-graders unable to master
reading, sixth-graders failing subjects and ninth-graders dropping out of high school.
The faculty and staff of KCSD encourage parents to ensure that scholars attend school everyday in
order to achieve academic success!
 
When we return on January 3rd from winter break, we will have been in school for 75 days. If your
student has missed less than 7.5 days at this point, they are within the target attendance rate.
Check your parent portal account to see how many days of school your student has missed. 
 
If you are concerned about your student's attendance, please reach out to your student's school
counselor.

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/63750c1e0048cb7d0acd0e0f
https://cdn.smore.com/u/55a0/4a020d85e14001d5dfcc60f6508fd769.png
https://cdn.smore.com/u/3a31/5b81f5f57886e229e62cd3840483594c.png


Shop @ Weis, Earn $$ for your School!

SAP
If you are concerned about a student for any reason, you can make
a SAP referral. The SAP referral can potentially lead to any needed
services and/or supports the student may need to be successful.

https://weis4school.com/
https://cdn.smore.com/u/d2c7/56f29be0c31cb26ffe255e658642f5ef.png


Assisting children in resolving con�icts with siblings/friends is an important aspect of emotional
development—but solving the problem for children, rather than assisting children in resolving
problems on their own, can prevent the development of vital con�ict-resolution and problem-
solving skills. The following article was written for teachers, however, it contains creative ways to
help your child identify big emotions, self-regulate, and resolve interpersonal con�icts on their
own: Con�ict Management
Our Classrooms also use the Second Step program to help students with their emotional
development. Second Step teaches students skills that strengthen their ability to learn, have
empathy, manage emotions, and solve problems. The photo outlines the steps this program
encourages to solve a problem:

S: Say the Problem
T: Think of Solutions
E: Explore Consequences
P: Pick the Best Solution

Below are book lists that support children in con�ict management as well as other social
emotional areas.
K-2 Book Recommendations
3-5 Book Recommendations

Liberty-Curtin Elementary School Counseling.

DSchool Counselors are able to assist your child in 3 main areas: Social/Emotional Development,
College/Career Readiness, and Academics.

https://cdn.smore.com/u/eb6c/9b6967418593a3382079b6c874bc8772.png
https://www.edutopia.org/article/7-ways-teach-kids-manage-their-own-conflicts
https://assets.ctfassets.net/wjuty07n9kzp/7AJXajOb4tqDVJfIBgbfCx/4afe30b456a92f0aad84f1f525f501a5/k2-childrens-book-list.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/wjuty07n9kzp/1gRCatO7x4XPlqvrlmTVmb/59c7e70192d75f2b4790904a5811e0be/g3g5-childrens-book-list.pdf


Some activities provided may be:
1:1 Counseling
Group Counseling
Classroom Guidance on Interpersonal Skills

(i.e. being a good friend, showing empathy, etc)
Academic Achievement Strategies
Career Awareness and Interest Inventories

 
To learn more or to schedule a meeting, please contact:
 
Bonnie Owens: Liberty-Curtin, School Counselor
Phone: 570-893-4900 x2521
Email: bowens@kcsd.k12.pa.us

Athletics & Activities
Are you interested in helping out as a game worker for our Central
Mountain events!?? If so see the �yer for more information.

Safety & Security

Safety & Security
Click here for updates and
information about KCSD Safety
and Security.

Safe 2 Say
Click here to access
information about Safe 2 Say.

School Gate Guardian
Click here for more
information about School Gate
Guardian and the district
requirement for all visitors to
show ID

mailto:bowens@kcsd.k12.pa.us
https://cdn.smore.com/u/d905/28f5109ca06d57d46ce34ca8b4c9358a.png
https://www.kcsd.us/families/safety-security
https://www.kcsd.us/families/safe2say
https://www.kcsd.us/families/school-gate-guardian
https://cdn.smore.com/u/1aed/f7be9c00a6013f3dd47074b6bb33020c.png
https://www.kcsd.us/families/safe2say
https://cdn.smore.com/u/4d62/f32f52e3f93e3b82d9be8fcb5ec623d9.jpeg


Keystone Central School District has School Resource O�cers throughout our district for safety
and security.
O�cer Scott VanGorder - Central Mountain High School
O�cer Cory Beaver - Bucktail High School & Renovo Elementary
O�cer James Knarr - Central Mountain Middle School
O�cer Mike Fetzer - Elementary district-wide and District Attendance O�cer
O�cer Todd Brian - District-wide

Curriculum
Keystone Central School District is implementing new math curriculum this year!
 
Students and teachers are really diving deep into this new math curriculum! December will be
wrapping up Unit 3 and beginning Unit 4. Check out the links below for the family connections on
Unit 4.
Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade

Virtual Academy

Did you know the Keystone Central School District offers a full cyber program to students K-12?

Career & Technical Center

November is National Career Development Month at KCSD CTC. Please use the following link to
read the the up coming events and information for September.
https://www.smore.com/p4h28 

Data & Performance

Winter Keystone Exam Window - January 4-18
Literature - Grade 10 - Jan.4-5
Biology - Jan.9-10
Alg 1- Jan. 12-13
Any student who is currently enrolled in a Keystone trigger course (English 10, Biology and Algebra
1) during the Fall 2022 semester will be scheduled to take the Keystone Exam in the course(s) they
are currently completing. All testing must be completed in person and will be an online test. The
Keystone Exam consists of 2 modules and is given over 2 days. Students must participate in both
modules.
Online Tutorial
Online Testing Tools Practice
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ehUKQwH8tCfB_YunuGTVwp51nFDnAxcf/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_4tXPso1lggfHgV2_j5nB1zeIowDlNT/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rne-O4TjBoXrfzZJpdvZqFnohoR14CrA/view?usp=share_link
http://v/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18blQjjQba5mjHYfSNbQ0HT9wf7qm4quL/view?usp=share_link
https://www.smore.com/2rg4v
https://www.smore.com/p4h28
https://assets.drcedirect.com/States/PA/Tutorials/Student/current/PA22_05.html
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/PA/portals/pa/ott4?adminId=550004


Winter Benchmark Dates - January 11-18 - All students in grades K-8 will be participating in our
district assessments which include Aimsweb and NWEA MAP. Students in K-2 will be tested using
the Aimsweb assessment and students in grades 3-8 will be tested using NWEA MAP assessment.
These assessments are administer in the Fall, Winter and Spring and will provide you as well as
their teacher valuable information on academic growth. To learn more about our assessment
please click the links below. 
 
Please contact your child's teacher for information and updates on your child's progress.
 
NWEA Family Toolkit
NWEA FAQ
About Aimsweb
 
Need to register for the SAT, �nd out testing locations, dates and registration deadlines!

Quick Links

Many questions can arise concerning your child's laptop, internet access, busing information or
maybe you'd like to volunteer in your child's school. These links below can help you get answers or
point you in the direction of who to speak to.

KCSD Technology Department

Click on the button above to access the information. 

KCSD Transportation Department

Click on the button above to access the information. 

KCSD Volunteer Application & Information

Click on the button above to access the information. 

KCSD Student Handbooks

Click on the button above to access the information. 

KCSD Food & Nutrition Services

Click on the button above to access the information. 

https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/family-toolkit/
https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/common-questions-families/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17pdpmIvzEegMsoiJu9mI0TiWLzYDam-Z/view?usp=sharing
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://www.kcsd.us/district-offices/technology
https://www.kcsd.us/district-offices/transportation
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SoQaQb79VzkbaJR5cReNK9qHOWAcv49-/view
https://www.kcsd.us/families/student-handbooks
https://www.kcsd.us/district-offices/food-nutrition-services


Special Education

Click on the button above to access the information. 

Brett Umbenhouer, Principal
(570) 893-4900 ext. 2502

https://www.kcsd.us/district-offices/special-education
https://cdn.smore.com/u/9cb5/a8cdb015ff1e990a1c7b12923b2467ee.png

