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On August 29, 2005 Hurricane Katrina devastated Louisiana and
New Orleans. The city was

changed forever in one day and
would take years to rebuild. The
famous video site, YouTube, is ou

launched in February 2005. On May Broadcast Yourself

10t a hand grenade was thrown at President George Bush. In
sports, the New England Patriots defeat the Eagles in Super bow! 39

Once again, another theory circulated » CTARDIIST

that the world was going to end on
6/6/06. Obviously we are still here,
so that theory was wrong! In sports,

the Pittsburg Steelers win Super Bowl
40. The first world baseball classic was held. After seven year cruising

the solar system, NASA’s Stardust spacecraft returns to give the world a
look at dust from outer space. Pluto was declared a dwarf planet.

CalTech/ JPLIMNASO

Barry Bonds got his 756t home run hit on Aug. 7t
2007. Parker Stadium is officially completed at the
Highlands and dedicated on the

Turkey = Bowl  Eve.  Three

07

earthquakes strike Indonesia. More than a

dozen people die on the island of Sumatra when three

quakes, one with a magnitude of 8.4, hit. The I-35W Mississippi River
Bridge on I-35W over the Mississippi River in Minneapolis, Minnesota

collapses at 6:05 pm CST during the later part of rush hour, killing 13
people on August 1st.

Barack Obama is

elected as President in
@ @ 2008, with 52.9% of the
countries”  electoral

votes. In  Beijing,
China, summer Olympics are held. Bill Gates comes out with
Microsoft ‘07, for his company Microsoft. The New York Giants
beat the New England Patriots on February 3, 2008, by 17-14. Terror
spreads across the country because of the news of HIN1 Swine Flu
virus. On June 27", after three decades as the Chairman of Microsoft

Corporation, Bill Gates steps down from daily duties to concentrate

N N e 2009 has been a big year! On June 25t the king of ¢
Michael Jackson passed away. In addition Billy Mays ¢
Farrah Fawcet also were laid to
' rest. The New York Mets and the |
J New York Yankees both opened y
A ~

new stadiums, and Yankees won

on philanthropy.

their first World Series title since 2000, defeating the Philadelphia
Phillies. President Bush stepped down and our new president, as
Barack Obama took office. There were also changes at Highlands and
Eastview. Microsoft 2007 was incorporated into our computers, both
campuses got a new schedule with 9 periods (and sadly, no X). Later in
the year, water was discovered near the poles of the moon. Senator
Teddy Kennedy of Massachusetts died of old age. Lastly, The World
Health Organization declared the HIN1 virus a global pandemic.
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Homework
Help for
Students That
Need It

By Jacqueline Rayo

Homework center is
afterschool most Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
It starts at 2:45pm and ends
at 415pm. If you have a
lot of homework, come to
Homework Center and, if
you're not fooling around,
you should be able to finish it
all. There are some rules that
everyoneisrequired to follow,
since it is not a place to hang
out or socialize. I suggest that
if you have been to special
duty or lunch detention
you don’t come. If you do,
you will not be permitted to
homework center for that day
(and don’t think you'll sneak
in because they have a list).
Everyone is required to be
respectful of others. There are

WPMS Students
Make Their
Resolutions for
the New Year

By Nicole Lovitch

Everyone is always saying
“I'm giving up junk food”,
and “I am going to try to not
pick on my brother”, as their
New Year’s resolutions. That’s
what they say. Do they really
commit themselves towards
those resolutions for the
New Year? I wanted to find
out what people are really
plotting to do to change their
lives in the new year of 2010!

A 6" grader, Josephine
Mercado, from Eastview said
“I'd like to be on the high
honor roll any time this year.
I would also like to improve
my anime drawings which
are basically Japanese cartoon
drawings. I learned how to
draw these from a friend about
two years ago. I enjoy drawing
so that’s why that is one of my
New Year’s resolutions.”

Another 6" grader from
Eastview, Erica Pope, said,
“My New Year’s resolutions
are to read more each day.
Also, I would like to eat less
sugar.”

A 6" grader from Highlands,
Jack Steinberg, said, “My
New Year’s resolutions are
to not drink any Redbull this

lots of teachers there to help
you with your work.

At 3:30 there’s a break. They
offer you cookies, or if you
have something from home
you can eat that also. This is
the time set aside for you to
use the bathroom and have
a drink of water, and you
should take advantage of this
privilege because they don’t
give you another chance to go
out.

Before you come @ to
Homework Center make sure
you have everything you
need, like a pencil (of course)
as well as your homework
assignments. You don’t have
to worry about textbooks,
calculators or other supplies
because they have them in the
Homework Center for you to
borrow. No one is allowed to
go up to their locker once they
enter homework center, and
once you enter homework
center you can no longer go
out until break.

year.”

A 7™ grader from Highlands,
Kristen Dever, said, “My New
Year’s resolution is to get on
high honor roll and finally get
an Al”

Another 7" grader named
Kelsey Shea said that her
New Year’s resolutions are,
“to be on High Honor roll in
all four quarters and to get an
A+ in math (hopefully)! Also,
I would like to not have cake.
(I doubt that will continue all
year!”

Brian LaPlaca, an 8" grader
from Highlands, said that
his New Year’s resolution
is, “to achieve good grades
throughout the vyear and
get into the National Junior
Honor Society.”

Another  eighth  grader
is Rachel Mascia. Rachel
said that her New Year’s
resolutions are to, “get all A’s
or B’s, have fun and graduate
with a lot of passion!”

I'd like to leave you with this
quote as you think about your
new year’s resolution and
the new decade ahead. The
possibilities are endless!

“We will open the book. Its pages

are blank. We are going to put
words on them ourselves. The
book is called Opportunity and
its first chapter is New Year's
Day.” - Edith Lovejoy Pierce

Homework Center
Meeting Dates

January 5,7,12,14,19,20,21

February 2,
3,4,9,10,11,23,24,25

March 2,
49,10,11,16,17,18,23,25

April 6, 8,20,22,27,28,29

May 4, 5, 6,11,12,13.
These are the remaining
homework center dates.

Any changes to the schedule
are announced during the
morning and  afternoon
announcements.

Seventh grade English teacher, Mr. Reis works with a
group of students in the Highlands Homework Center.

Homework Center has teachers from most subjects

available for help every day!

Ask Tigress

Q- Dear Tigress,

How can I ace them?
-Wanting an A at Eastview

A- Dear Wanting,

studying ASAP;

to know;

pencils and two pens;

8. Relax.

Practical advice for middle schoolers!

I have a few tricks that may help you out:

HELP! I have my midterms coming up, and I have no idea how to study!

1. DON'T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE! Cramming will only make it harder. Start

2. If you have no homework from a class, review the notes from the day and be prepared
with any questions you may have about them for the next day;

3. Have a study buddy - someone who can quiz, like a friend or parent;

4. 1If you're unsure, ask for some extra help or practice from a teacher;

5. Try making up your own questions and answers with information you know you need

6. Study just before you go to sleep. Studies show that studying just before you hit
“slumberland” makes your brain remember the information better;

7. Geta good night’s sleep, eat a HEALTHY breakfast, and come prepared with two

Team 7F Uses
Cutting Edge
Technology

By Ceara Gilmartin

7f students learned how to
narrate and make interesting and
historical movies using Adobe
Premier Elements, along with
specialcellphonesprovided by the
Nokia-Pearson group. The topics
ranged from Anne Hutchinson
to Henry Hudson. All of the 7F
teachers and assistants helped
students with this project, and all
of the 7F students participated.
Among the popular topics were
The Salem Witch Trials, Roanoke:
The Lost Colony and Did John
Smith Really Save Pocahontas?
Some of these teachers (Mrs.
Staar and Miss Di Camillo) gave

up teaching time so students
could work on this project. The
conclusion of the project was on
October 29, 2009, with a special
“popcorn screening” of the
movies on November 18.

We talked to Mr. lasiello, the 7F
coordinator of this project, and
he was impressed that students
were engaged in learning and
learned, not only how to use new
programs on the computer, but
more importantly how to work
cooperatively and successfully
to meet a deadline. With so
many difficult phases of this
project, the students learned that
compromises were very vital to
completing their movies. Says
Mr. I, “The Nokia Pearson project
allows students to use technology
in order to express themselves.
It sparks creativity and engages
them in the learning process.”
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SPORTS

ATHLETES OF THE MONTH

AnthonyDeMaria
By Drew Smiley

Anthony DeMaria is a 7%
grade football player and our
athlete of the month. Anthony
played on the school modified
football team and loves
football. He also plays other
sports inside and outside of
school including baseball,
hockey, golf and lacrosse.

When I asked 7" grader Jarrett
Sannerud about Anthony
he said, “Anthony is a great
athlete and takes each game
seriously, he really deserves
this honor.” So when you
see Anthony in the hall or
on the field, remember to
congratulate him - as long as
heisn’tin the middle of a play!

Kaitlin Doherty

By Austin Bogart

For obvious reasons, Kaitlin
Doherty has been voted
the female athlete of the
month. Kaitlin is on the
VARSITY swim team, and
she’s only an eighth grader
at Highlands Middle School!

Kaitlin is very good at what
she does—swimming and
soccer. This year, she broke
the 500 free style record at
White Plains High School.
This girl is excellent at what
she does we hope to see her
swim in the Olympics one of
these days. Great job Kaitlin!
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WPMS'’s Kaitlin Doherty Beats High School Record

By Tori Cignarella

Kaitlin Doherty, an
avid swimmer, has broken a
high school record. This was
achieved on October 15%. It
was not an event that she
swam in regularly and she
was really happy that she
could break the record at the
time. Kaitlin said, “Everyone
congratulated me and was
really supportive of me.”

Kaitlin is only in the
eighth grade, and achieving
and breaking the record means
a lot to her. The record she
set was the 500 freestyle. Her
time was 5:27:38 (or 1:58:93 —1
got one from her coach and
one from her mother). Her
coach, Ms. Gilmartin, said,
“Kaitlin is a hardworking and
dedicated swimmer. She is
very versatile in that she is a
sprinter (50 and 100 free) and
a distance swimmer. Kaitlin

had a wonderful performance

at sectionals, just missing the
qualifying time for states. She
is a pleasure to have on the
White Plains swimming and
diving team.”

Kaitlin has obviously
worked hard and had
contributed a lot to the high
school varsity team, and has
been swimming for many
years. Those many years of
hard work are what helped
her achieve this record.

Kaitlin Doherty prepares for her 500 free style race--a race that resulted in a win and a

broken record!

Eighth grader, Taylor Massa, once
again stars in “The Nutcracker Ballet”
at the Westchester County Center on
December 18, 19 and 20. Showtimes are:
Friday 10:00am, Saturday: 12:30pm &

4:30PM, Sunday: 2:00pm.
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THE WPMS COURIER PRESENTS

Shout Outs!

Have your special message, poem or song

ol

dedication published in our Valentine’s Day issue.

50¢
1.00
1.00
50¢
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Your message will appear in the February issue of The Courier

Ads and money will be collected during lunch
throughout the month of January!!!

Skiing and
Snowboarding
Trips Have
Arrived!

By Scott Louis

Itis another good year to come
and join the WPMS school
skiing and snowboarding
trips. These trips are for
anyone looking for a day of
great fun and they are open to
students in any grade.

The trips take place on three
separate days at Belleayre
Mountain  in  Highmont,
New York. The three ski trip
dates for this school year are
Saturday, January 9%, 2010,
Saturday, February 6%, 2010,
and Saturday, March 13%,
2010.

To go on the trips, you must
buy one of six package
types, but no matter which
package you choose to buy,
they all provide at least bus
transportation and a lift
ticket. If you would like an

information and sign up
packet for the skiing and
snowboarding trips, or you
need any more information
about the trips, please go to
Mr. Hotchkiss in Room 214 if
you go to Highlands, or Mr.
Baker in Room 220 if you go
to Eastview.

Once you fill out these sign
up packets, you must return
them to either Mr. Baker or
Mr. Hotchkiss (depending

on the school you go to). The
trips fill up quickly, so bring
those sign ups fast if you
want a definite spot on the
trip! You will have the time
of your life!

Yankees Slide
into Their 27
World Series
Championship

By Jack Ryan

On November fourth 2009, the
New York Yankees soared to
victory as they defeated the
Phillies 7-4 for their 27" World
Series title. Hideki Matsui
was awarded MVP, as he
had six runs batted in on the
night. Everyone on both the
Yankees and the Phillies had
a great night. The pitcher for
the Phillies, Pedro Martinez,
has not had great experiences

against the Yankees in the
past, as he calls the Yankees

his “daddy”. Unlike the
Yankee pitcher, Andy Pettite,
however, has had good

experiences in the playoffs; he
has the most postseason wins
as a pitcher. The four new stars
for the Yankees include Mark
Teixeira, Nick Swisher, C.C
Sabathia, and A.] Burnett, who
were great for the Yankees
throughout the whole season.
Youwouldn’t want to be Shane
Victorino, who grounded into
the final out, securing the
Yankees” World Series title.
As the banner boys in the new
Yankee Stadium said, “New
house, same legacy.”
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Hunger Games

by Suzanne Collins

SUZANNE
COLLINS
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'By Allison Jasne

’”Wmnmg means fame and
:fortune. Losing means
:certain death.”

eecccccccccccccce

-Every year, the Capitol makes;
:the 12 districts choose one:
boy and one girl between the
'ages of twelve and eighteen:
ito compete in the Hunger:
:Games, a cruel reminder that.
ithe districts are at the mercy
-of the Capitol. It's a killing:
:game televised for everyone:
:tosee. By theend, 11 tributes
'are dead. There can only be:
sone winner.

.
.

+Until now. Now that Katnisss
:Everdeen has taken the-
place of her sister, Prlmrose.
:Everdeen. Now that she and?
:Peeta have to compete. One;
:of them must die for the other:
:to win.
.But here’s the catch: before:
‘the Hunger Games begm,,
sthere are a series of training§
-rounds and  interviews.:
:And Peeta reveals a dark:
:secret a twist no one saw;
:coming. Now their fates are:
:intertwined - permanently.
:Can Katniss survive the§
brutahty of the Games?:
iKilling  friends, enemies,?
:complete  strangers, and:
:Peeta? Or will she fall by
.another s hands?

eeccccce

eccccce

ecccoe

ecccoe

.Follow her story in The:
:Hunger Games - and the;
:sequel Catching Fire. :

ceeecsscsscssscsscssscssccsscssce o

Movie
Leview

New Moon
By Lalina El-Saieh

Chris Weitz puts a new point
of view on the beloved Twilight
Saga by directing the much
anticipated sequel New Moon.

The part of the mysterious
Edward Cullen was played by
Robert Pattison. Pattison fits
the description of Edward in
the books almost perfectly; his
acting—not so much. Robert
looked distracted throughout
the twenty minutes he was
on screen especially before
he was killed by the Volturi
(the most powerful group of
vampires, almost like royalty).

Bella Swan, played by Kristen
Stewart, went through a
depression during this movie.
However, when Jacob Black

The Mysterious
Benedict Society and
the Perilous Journey

by Trenton Lee
Stewart
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Treeafon

e Sleward

by Max Hoffman

The Mysterious Benedict
Society and the Perilous
Journey by Trenton Lee
Stewart is an adventure book
that is all about friendships
and enemies. This book is

a sequel to The Mysterious
Benedict Society by the
same author. It's about four
kids named Reynie, Sticky
(George),

Constance and Kate, helped
by Kate’s dad Milligan (a
secret agent) go on a quest, to
save a loved one named Mr.
Benedict. He and his trusted
assistant Number 2 were
kidnapped by the notorious
Mr. Curtain. Mr. Curtain is
also Mr. Benedict’s evil twin.
Before he was kidnapped,
Mr. Benedict tried to set up
a scavenger hunt for the
kids. He left clues for them
to follow which takes them
from castles in Portugal
through Spain on a train to

a Dutch museum in Holland
and ultimately to a deserted
island.

I would recommend this
book to anyone who enjoys a
book full of twists turns and
logic puzzles.

Nnew. maoc

(played by Taylor Lautner)
comes in the picture as her
best friend she is not so
depressed any more. Kristen
was really good during this
movie because she really
looked the part. Taylor was
okay—not the best, but he
really looks like he could
be Jacob Black in real life.

Since the book New Moon’s
story line was mostly in Bella’s
head, Chris Weitzhad toreally
stretch the action out so he
made Bella punch Paul in the
jaw. In the book, she just yells
at him. I would recommend
this to anyone that read the
Twilight Saga or just LOVES
Jacob Black (sorry, not a lot of
Edward Cullen). Remember,
this movie is rated PG 13
because of some violence.
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Fntertainment News

By Nicole Carosella

In ground-breaking entertainment news, Adam Lambert, the runner-up of Season 8 of “ American
Idol”, released his debut album “For Your Entertainment” on November 23", 2009. Just one week
before, Adam’s pal and winner of Season 8 of “ American Idol,” Kris Allen, debuted his first album
“Kris Allen” on November 18%. Also, in Season 8 of “ American Idol” news, Allison Iraheta’s solo
debut came out on the December 1%, 2009. This year’s “ American Idols” are going to be a smash.

The American Music Awards were broadcasted on November 22. Taylor Swift took home five
awards including the highest on “Entertainer of the Year,” beating out Michael Jackson. Michael
won 4 awards and they were accepted by Michael’s brother, Jermaine. Shakira, Daughtry, Kelly
Clarkson, Carrie Underwood, Whitney Houston, Green Day and Mary J. Blige all performed
that night. The major performances of the night came from Adam Lambert and Jennifer Lopez.
During Jennifer Lopez’s performance, she climbed up a human staircase and while getting off,
she fell. However, she got up so quickly that nobody noticed that it was a slip-up. Then, at the
very end, Adam Lambert came with his first live TV performance since “Idol”. Adam gave an
amazing performance, but that performance was masked by all the crazy, risqué antics performed
on stage. This led to a controversial battle over Lambert’s performance.

Twi-hards get ready to scream. “New Moon” finally came to theaters on November 20, 2009.
Millions of fans in L.A. waited since 5 o’clock two nights before the red carpet premiere. How
crazy is that? Also, at the City Center movie theater in White Plains, Channel 12 News came
to the theater to catch all the madness. Everybody is going “over the moon” for this movie.

TPoetry Corher

WINTERTIME

By Janine Fernandez

Silver, white snowflakes drop
Blankets of glistening snow
cover the rooftops
The mighty winter winds blow
And soon descends the snow
The snow, silky and thick on the
ground
Holiday spirit is all around
The snowflakes tumble down
whitely
Glittering in the starlight
brightly
Frosted branches shimmer
Decorative lights glimmer
Flames in the fireplace shine
Walking along the path, the
view so divine
Silver bells chime,

It is the joyous wintertime!

A Time of Change

by Brian Couch

People say that winter is the
time of coldness and death;
But boy, they are wrong.

The sound of jingle bells
Go ding dong!

As times of happiness and
joy
Enter our lives.

Family and friends join
together

In peace, harmony, and love
enters our hearts.

Gifts and presents shower us
during the holiday times.
Gratitude springs from us.

So people say that winter is
the time of death and sorrow;
But on December 24", you'll
change your mind

tomorrow.

Winter

by Shervin variath
Look up there a
Snowflake
Coming down on Your eyes
quess What!
(t's the start of Winter
Snow, Snow
Ready to be played in
As the Little childven go
To make thelr
Snowmen made out of snow.

It’s too cold so weve rem@ to
have a steaming

hot cup of hot chocolate
Y UMMMM
Thew, there's Christmas

where the Chrlstmas tree s
and presents

along the way

we (ivvjog(id this fun winter
with ma ny things

oh snow, how

You bring great joy here.

Holiday 411
by Annick Tabb

By the time this article is
read, many families will have
decorated Christmas trees,
lit their menorahs and made
potato latkes, put on dashikis,
prepared Saint Lucia buns and
constructed pifiatas for the
different holidays around the
world. Christmas, Hanukkah
and Kwanzaa are the three
main holidays we celebrate
here in December in the United
States. Christmasis the holiday
where we commemorate the
birth of Jesus. Hanukkah is
an eight-day celebration that
celebrates the rededication of
the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.
Kwanzaa is the seven-day

celebration thathonors African
culture and heritage with
participants lighting a kinara
throughout.

There are many holidays
that people celebrate in other
places many people that
aren’t as well known. There is
Saint Lucia Day, Las Posadas
and Bodhi Day (Buddha's
Enlightenment).

Bodhi Day is traditionally
the eighth day of the twelfth
lunar month. It is the day
that commemorates when the
historical Buddha reached
enlightenment. Some say that
Buddhamadeavow tonirvana
and Earth that he would
find the root of suffering.
The Buddha describes the

enlightenment in three stages.
During the three nights, the
Buddha found the Four Noble
Truths, the Cycle of Rebirth
and the Law of Karma.

Saint Lucia Day is the holiday
where the oldest girl in the
house brings coffee and Saint
Lucia buns to her parents while
wearing a candle-wreath and
singing a Saint Lucia song.

Las Posadas is the nine-day
celebration with  Spanish
origins commemorating the
problems Mary and Joseph
had finding a place to stay for
Jesus to be born. I was very
interested in these holidays
and you might be too after you
have finished this article.



