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Chris Hennessey Fri, Nov 18, 3:39
PM (11 days ago)
to Ted, Chris, Alice, Giuliano, Tim, jon, thomaskelly.tom, me, Luke, Sonya, Pierre

Good afternoon BUUSD Policy Committee,

You will find some helpful information below to guide our discussion at Monday night's meeting. We
have a fairly full agenda, but | hope this info makes for a more informed discussion! The agenda
items with a brief explanation:

5.3 A22 (Notice of non-Discrimination) this model policy has been updated to include protections
under Title VII and adds "gender identity" to the list of protections against employment discrimination.
A22 is a recommended model policy.

5.4 A33 (School Visits by Board Members) policy team decided this model policy was
unnecessary, though we will keep it in archive so that it's available upon request

5.5 A34 (Board Relations with School Personnel) policy team decided this model policy was
unnecessary, though we will keep it in archive so that it's available upon request

5.6 C13 (Students Who Are Homeless) the title of this model policy was amended to reflect person-
first language, clarifies the definition of "school of origin,” and adds additional clarity to the
administrative responsibilities within this model policy. C13 is a required model policy.

5.7 C27 (Student Distribution of Literature) Formerly, this model policy included language
regarding student self-expression, however this has been removed because it is already included in
C11. Model policies C11 and C27 are cross-referenced to one another.

5.8 D22 (Selection of Library Materials) was previously coded as D31 under the category of model

policies "to consider." This model policy has been recategorized as "recommended" due to applicable
State Board of Education Rules. D22 replaces D31. Revisions to this model policy are the result of a

VSBA collaboration with the Vermont School Library Association and an equity consultant.

5.9 D32 (Selection of Instructional Materials) language in model policy no longer aligned w/ statute
- possibly revisit at a later date

5.10 E1 (Title I, Part A: Parent and Family Engagement) Sandra Cameron (VSBA) advised that the
work performed (by the AOE and VSBA) on this policy was done to assure alignment with Federal
requirements and reiterated the need for the District to spend time reviewing the policy.

Thank you, and please let me know if you have any questions.

Chris
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BARRE UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT # 097 CODE: E1
POLICY
1°" READING: 5/9/2019
2"’ READING: 6/13/2019
ADOPTED: 6/13/2019

TITLE 1, PART A PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY
1. POLICY

The Barre Unified Union School District (BUUSD) maintains programs, activities, and
procedures for the involvement of parents of students receiving services, or enrolled in programs,
under Title I Part A of Elementary and Secondary Education Act. These programs, activities and
procedures are described in school district and school level compacts.

2. DEFINITION

Compact: Agreement between the school district/supervisory union and the
parent/family/community.

School District: Refers to the LEA (Local Educational Agency) which in Vermont is the
Supervisory Union (or Supervisory District for communities with no Supervisory Union)

School Level: Refers to the compact for each school, regardless of the governance structure of:
(a) one school/one district; (b) multiple schools/one district.

Parent: Includes a legal guardian or other person standing in loco parentis (such as a
grandparent or stepparent with whom the child lives, or a person who is legally responsible for
the child’s welfare).

School District Parental Involvement Compact

The Superintendent or his or her designee, shall develop an LEA-Level Parental Involvement
Compact according to Title I, Part A requirements. The LEA Compact shall include: (1) the
school district’s expectations for parental involvement, (2) specific strategies for effective parent
involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance, and
(3) other provisions required by law. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the
Compact is distributed to parents of students receiving services, or enrolled in programs, under
Title I Part A.

School Level Parental Involvement Compact

Each building principal, or his or her designee shall develop a School-Level Parental
Involvement Compact in accord with Title I, Part A requirements. The School Level Parental
Involvement Compact shall include: (1) a process for continually involving parents in its
development and implementation, (2) how parents, the entire school staff and students share the
responsibility for improved academic achievement, (3) the means by which the school and
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parents build and develop a partnership to help students achieve the State’s standards, and (4)
other provisions as required by law. Each principal or designee shall ensure that the compact is
distributed to parents of students receiving services, or enrolled in programs under Title I, Part A.



CODE E1
(Required) [

TITLE I, PART A PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Instructions: Please delete the brackets and italic instruction/prompts before adopting the
policy or approving procedure. Policy, procedure, and compact are not complete until all
highlighted prompts and notes are addressed below and developed jointly with parents and
families of participating Title | students.

Title I, Part A Parent and Family Engagement Policy

It is the policy of the [SU/SD name] (LEA) to plan and implement effective needs-based Title |
programes, activities, policies and procedures with meaningful consultation and involvement of
participating Title | parents and family members that comply with all parent and family
engagement requirements, specifically those required by federal statute. As such the LEA is
responsible for ensuring compliance with development and implementation of the following
three documents:

1. LEA PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY: As a Title | Part A served LEA we will
outline and describe the ways in which we will be responsible for and address the Parent and
Family Requirements listed and will develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to,
parents and family members of participating children a written parent and family
engagement policy that meets all requirements described below.

2. SCHOOL-LEVEL PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PROCEDURE: Each of our school(s)
served by Title | Part A will outline and describe the ways in which the school will be
responsible for and address the Parent and Family Requirements listed. Each school will
jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents and family members of participating children
a written parent and family engagement procedure, agreed on by such parents, that will
describe the means for carrying out the requirements described below.

2a. SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT: Each of our school(s) served by Title | Part A, as part of their
Parent and Family Engagement Procedure, will develop jointly with, agree on with, and
distribute to, parents and family members of participating children a School-Parent compact
to outline how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for
improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents
will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State's high academic
standards.

Definitions:
Local Education Agency: for purposes of this policy, a supervisory union or supervisory
district is the local education agency (LEA).
Parent: Includes a legal guardian or other person standing in loco parentis (such as a
grandparent or stepparent with whom the child lives, or a person who is legally responsible
for the child’s welfare). (2!



Parent and Family Engagement (PFE): The inclusion of parents, families, schools, and
communities in order to support learning and improve schools. Opportunities for the informed
participation of parents and family members, including those who have limited English
proficiency, those who have disabilities, and those of migratory children.

Implementation

The [SU/SD name] will ensure the successful development and implementation of the written
LEA Parent and Family Engagement Policy, School Parent and Family Engagement Procedure(s),
and School-Parent Compact(s) and will address all requirements in specific detail with review
and revision on a periodic and timely basis.

1. LEA Parent & Family Engagement Policy 3[4

[SU/SD Name]
[School Year: XXXX-XXXX] [Date of last revision: XXXX]

In order to provide all children with significant opportunity to receive a fair, equitable, and high-
quality education, and to close educational gaps, the [SU/SD Name] receives Title |, Part A
funds. Therefore, the [SU/SD name] will develop, with the parents and family members of
participating students, a written parent and family engagement policy. This policy will outline
the Local Education Agency’s (LEA) expectations and objectives for meaningful parent and
family engagement and the ways in which the LEA will implement and support opportunities for
parent and family involvement in order to improve student academic achievement.

Part I: General Requirements and Expectations

1. In order to support increased parent and family engagement to improve student academic
achievement, the [SU/SD name] has the following objectives:

[Please list general LEA-wide objectives, expectations, and/or goals for meaningful and effective
parent and family engagement]

2. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to involve parents and family
members in the joint development of its Local Educational Agency Plan:

[List/describe how parents will be involved in the development of the LEA Plan. This may
include opportunities for parents and family members to provide feedback or input, methods
of communication/distribution of information, variable meeting times, etc.]

3. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to involve parents and family
members in the joint development of Support and Improvement:



[List/describe how parents will be involved in the development of the schools’ support and
improvement plans. This may include opportunities for parents and family members to provide
feedback or input, methods of communication/distribution of information, variable meeting
times, etc.]

4. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to provide coordination, technical
assistance, and other support necessary in order to build capacityfor parent and family
engagement activities to improve student achievement and school performance:

[List/describe how the LEA will provide support to its Title | school(s) in planning/implementing
parent and family engagement activities. These activities should include the development of the
School PFE Policy, the School-Family Compact, and all other Title | PFE requirements. This may
include meaningful consultation with employers, business leaders, and philanthropic
organizations. This may also include professional development, workshops, trainings, and other
opportunities to provide support to increase parent and family engagement.]

5. The [SU/SD name] will conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family
members, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this Parent & Family Title I,
Part A Parent & Family Engagement Policy in improving the academic quality of all its Title |
schools. The evaluation will include identifying the following:

* Barriers to greater family participation in Title | parent and family engagement activities
(with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled,
have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic
minority background)

e The needs of parents and family members to assist with the learning of their children,

including engaging with school personnel and teachers
e Strategies to support successful school and family interactions
The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to conduct this annual evaluation:

[List/describe actions, such as how the evaluation will be conducted, who will conduct it, the
roles parents and family members will play, etc. Evaluations may take the form of surveys,
interviews, etc.]

6. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to use the findings of the annual
evaluation to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parent and family
engagement, and to revise the LEA Parent & Family Engagement Policy, if necessary:

[List/describe how findings will be analyzed, how findings will be used to determine strategies,
the roles of parents and family members, methods of communication/distribution of
information, etc.]



7. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to involve parents in the
activities of the schools:

[List actions, which may include establishing a parent advisory board that adequately
represents the needs of the population served by the LEA in order to develop, revise, and
review the parent and family engagement policy.]

Part II: Building Capacity for Involvement

To ensure effective involvement of parents and support a partnership among the schools,
parents, and the community in order to improve student achievement, the [SU/SD name] will
use the following strategies:

8. The [SU/SD name] will provide assistance to parents of childrenserved by the LEA in
understanding the following topics:

® The challenging State academic standards

e State and local academic assessments

e Title I, Part A requirements

* How to monitor their child’s progress

* How to work with educators to improve their children’s achievement

The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the followings actions in order provide this assistance:

[List activities the LEA may provide, such as workshops, conferences, online and printed
resources, webinars, meetings, trainings, and any other equipment or materials that may be
necessary]

9. The [SU/SD name] agrees to provide materials and training, as appropriate, to help parents
work with their children to improve their children’s achievement:

[List activities the LEA may provide, such as workshops, conferences, classes, online and
printed resources, meetings, and other materials. Examples may include literacy training or
using technology.]

10. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to educate its teachers, specialized
instructional support personnel, principals and other school leaders,and other staff, with the
assistance of parents, in the following areas:

* The value of contributions of parents
e How to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners
e How to implement and coordinate parent programs

e How to build ties between parents and school



[List activities the LEA may provide, such as professional development, workshops, conferences,
classes, online and printed resources, meetings, and any other equipment or materials that may be
necessary. Include description of the role of parents and family members.]

11. The [SU/SD name] will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate Title
| parent involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local programs and
conduct other activities that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the
education of their children. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to coordinate
and integrate parent involvement programs:

[Describe/List how the district will coordinate with other organizations, programs, and
community partners to provide additional supports and resources to families. This may include
public preschool programs/Kindergarten readiness programs or organizations to help students
transition to elementary, middle, high, and postsecondary schools or careers.]

12. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to ensure that information related to
the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of
participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a languagethe parents can
understand:

[List actions, such as providing translation services and other support for English Learners,
providing meetings for distribution of information, providing multiple methods of
communication, etc.]

13. The [SU/SD name] agrees to take the following actions to provide other reasonable
support for parent involvement activities, as parents may request:

[List actions, including how LEA will provide opportunities for parent and family requests,
other ways in which LEA will support parent engagement, etc.]

Additional Building Capacity Options

NOTE: The LEA, in consultation with parents and family members, may include additional
programs and activities designed to build capacity for parent and family involvement in Title |
schools in order to improve student achievement. Any or all of these activities may be included in
the LEA’s policy at the discretion of the LEA, in agreement with the parents and family members of
participating children. If the LEA chooses to include any additional discretionary activities, a
description of how the LEA will implement or accomplish those items will be included.

PART lll. Policy Adoption

This LEA’s Parent & Family Engagement Policy has been developed jointly with, and agreed on
with, parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs. [Include MM/DD/YYYY that
review with parents/families occurred and where/how documentation will be maintained]. This
policy was adopted by the [SU/SD name] on [Date MM/DD/YY] and will be in effect for the
period of [School Year XXXX-XXXX]. The LEA will distribute this policy to all parents of
participating Title I, Part A children on or before [Date MM/DD/YY].



2. School Parent & Family Engagement Procedure

[School Name]
[School Year: XXXX-XXXX] [Date of last revision]

In order to provide all children with significant opportunity to receive a fair, equitable, and
high-quality education, and to close educational gaps, [Title | School name] receives Title |, Part
A funds. Therefore, [Title | School name] will develop, with the parents and family members of
participating students, a written parent and family engagement procedure. This procedure will
outline how this school will involve parents and family members in procedure development and
build capacity for parent and family engagement in order to improve student academic
achievement.

Part I: Procedure Involvement

NOTE: The procedure will include a description of how the school will implement or accomplish
the following requirements. It will likely be necessary for each Title | school to have their own
individualized School Parent and Family Engagement Procedure based on the varying needs of
that school from the other Title | schools within the district especially if the district operates both
Title | Targeted Assistance Programs, and Schoolwide Programs based on their inherent
differences.

1. [Title I School name] will hold an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents
of participating children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to

inform parents of the school’s participation in Title I, to explain the Title |, and to inform
parents of their right to be involved. The [Title | School name] agrees to take the following
actions:

[Describe when and where the meeting will be held, how invitations/information will be
communicated to parents, how feedback and input from parents and family members will be
collected, etc.]

2. [Title | School name] agrees to offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the
morning or evening, and may use Title | funds to provide transportation, childcare, or home
visits, as related to parent involvement.

[List actions school will take to offer flexibility and encourage parent involvement in meetings]

3. [Title | School name] agrees to involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in
the planning, review, and improvement of Title | programs in the following ways:

4. [Title | School name] agrees to involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way
[Describe how information will be communicated to parents, how feedback and input from
parents and family members will be collected, any meetings that may be held, etc.]

in the planning, review, and improvement of the School Parent &



Family Engagement Policy and in the joint development of the schoolwide program plan in the
following ways:

[Describe how information will be communicated to parents, how feedback and input from
parents and family members will be collected, any meetings that may be held, etc.]

5. [Title | School name] agrees to provide parents of participating children the following:
e Timely information about Title | programs

¢ A description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of
academic assessment used, and the achievement levels of the challenging State
academic standard

e Opportunities for regular meetings for parents to make suggestions and participate in

decisions relating to the education of their children

® Responses to these suggestions as soon as practicably possible The school agrees to provide
these in the following ways:

[Describe how information will be communicated to parents, how feedback, input, and requests
from parents and family members will be collected, reviewed, and responded to, any meetings
that may be held, etc.]

6. [Title I School name] agrees to take the following actions to submit any parent comments
about the schoolwide program plan when the school makes the plan available to the LEA, if the
schoolwide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children:

[List actions, including how the school will communicate with the parents, receive feedback and
input, etc.]

7. [Title | School name] agrees to take the following actions to jointly develop with participating
parents a school-parent compact, outlining how parents, school staff, and students will share
the responsibility for improved student academic achievement:

[Describe when and where meetings will be held, how invitations/information will be
communicated to parents, how feedback and input from parents and family members will be
collected, roles of parents and family members, etc.]

8. [Title | School name] agrees to take the following actions to provide opportunities for
the informed participation of parents and family members, including providing
information and school reports required, in a format and language that parents can
understand:

[List actions, such as providing translation services and other support for English Learners,
providing meetings for distribution of information, providing multiple methods of
communication, etc.]



Part II: Building Capacity for Involvement

To ensure effective involvement of parents and support a partnership between the school,
parents, and the community in order to improve student achievement, [Title | School name] will
use the following strategies:

9. [Title | School name] will provide assistance to parents of children served by the school
in understanding the following topics:

® The challenging State academic standards

e State and local academic assessments

e Title I, Part A requirements

e How to monitor their child’s progress

e How to work with educators to improve their children’s achievement

The school agrees to take the followings actions in order provide this assistance:

[List activities the school may provide, such as workshops, conferences, online and printed
resources, webinars, meetings, trainings, and any other equipment or materials that may be
necessary]

10. [Title I School name] agrees to provide materials and training, such as literacy and technology
workshops, as appropriate, to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s
achievement:

[List activities the school may provide, such as workshops, conferences, classes, online and
printed resources, meetings, and other materials]

11. [Title | School name] agrees to educate its teachers, specialized instructional support
personnel, principals and other school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of
parents, in the following areas:

® The value of contributions of parents

e How to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners
e How to implement and coordinate parent programs

e How to build ties between parents and school

The school agrees to take the following actions to provide this support:

[List activities the school may provide, such as professional development, workshops,
conferences, classes, online and printed resources, meetings, and any other equipment
or materials that may be necessary]

12. [Title | School name] will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate
Title | parent involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local programs
and conduct other activities that encourage and support parentsin



more fully participating in the education of their children. The school agrees to take the
following actions to coordinate and integrate parent involvement

programs:

[Describe/List how the school will coordinate with other organizations, programs, and community
partners to provide additional supports and resources to families. This may include public
preschool programs/Kindergarten readiness programs or organizations to help students
transition to elementary, middle, high, and postsecondary schools or careers.]

13. [Title | School name] agrees to take the following actions to ensure that information related
to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of
participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can
understand:

[List actions, such as providing translation services and other support for English Learners,
providing meetings for distribution of information, providing multiple methods of
communication, etc.]

14. [Title | School name] agrees to take the following actions to provide other reasonable
support for parent involvement activities, as parents may request:

[List actions, including how school will provide opportunities for parent and family requests,
other ways in which the school will support parent engagement, etc.]

Additional Building Capacity Options

NOTE: The school, in consultation with parents and family members, may include additional
programs and activities designed to build capacity for parent and family involvement in Title |
schools in order to improve student achievement. If the Title | school elects to incorporate these
activities will be listed here with specific descriptions for implementation.

PART Ill. Procedure Approval
NOTE: Title I Schools should follow their local procedure for procedure approval.

This School Parent & Family Engagement procedure has been developed jointly with, and
agreed on with, parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs.

[Include MM/DD/YYYY that review with parents occurred and where/how documentation will
be maintained]. This procedure was approved by the [Title | School name] on [Date MM/DD/YY]
and will be in effect for the period of [School Year XXXX-XXXX]. The Title | School will distribute
this procedure to all parents of participating Title |, Part A children on or before [Date
MM/DD/YY].

2a. School-Parent Compact

NOTE: It is each Title | School’s responsibility to ensure that compacts are developed and
disseminated to parents annually (at the start of the school year). Documentation will be
maintained that clearly shows when and how this was done.



[Title | School Name]
[Principal]

[School phone number]
[Website]

[Last Revised: MM/DD/YYYY]

What is a School-Parent Compact?

The School-Parent Compact is a written document designed to build partnerships, be jointly
developed with parents and families of Title | Participating students that clearly outlines the
goals and shared responsibilities of students, parents, and the entire school staff in
improved student academic achievement.

Our Goals

e District goals [include measurable district goals from local planning in familyfriendly
language and actions the district will take to achieve them]

e Schools Goals [include measurable school goals from local planning in family friendly
language and actions the school will take to achieve them]

Shared Responsibility [describe the shared responsibility that teachers, parents, and students
all share for the improvement of student academic achievement]

e Teachers will: [explain how teachers will provide high-quality curriculum, offersupport,
and create an effective learning environment]

e Parents will: [provide actions parents will take to be responsible for supporting their
children’s learning and positive use of extra-curricular time]

e Students will: [provide actions students will take to be responsible for their own
learning and academic success]

Building Partnerships [provide information about ongoing parent and family engagement
events/opportunities, information on who to contact for volunteer/observation opportunities,
information about how parents can participate in decisions relating to their children’s
education]

Communication [describe how school staff will maintain regular two-way communication with
family members]

Jointly Developed [describe how parents, teachers, and students worked together to

develop/revise the compact, opportunities to participate in future revisions, information on how

parents can contribute comments]

This School-Parent Compact has been developed jointly with, and agreed on with, parents of
children participating in Title I, Part A programs. [Include MM/DD/YYYY that review with
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parents occurred and where/how documentation will be maintained]. This compact was
approved by the [Title | School name] on [Date MM/DD/YY] and will be in effect for the period
of [School Year XXXX-XXXX]. The Title | School will distribute this procedure to all parents of
participating Title I, Part A children on or before [Date MM/DD/YY].

VSBA Version: 9/24/2021

Date Warned:

Date Adopted:

Legal Reference: 20 USC § 7801(38)

20 U.S.C. § 6318
16 V.S.A§43

Cross Reference:

[1] This policy is mandatory for LEAs and schools that receive Title I, Part A funds. 20 U.S.C. §
6318(a)(2).

[2] 20 USC § 7801(38) definition of term “parent.”

[3]20 U.S.C. § 6318
Special Rule: If the school has a parent and family engagement policy that applies to all parents
and family members, the school may amend that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements.

[4] 20 U.S.C. § 6318

Amendment: If the LEA involved has a school district-level parent and family engagement policy
that applies to all parents and family members in all schools served by the LEA, the LEA may amend
that policy, if necessary, to meet the requirements.
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