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Happy Thanksgiving!
BETBPUR

In my home, the United States, Thanksgiving is one of 4 Q

o

the most important holidays. While the origins of the 0 0 g{i e
holiday are complicated and controversial, the spirit of W

the day is sincere. Spend time with loved ones, share CREIEEN SR
a meal, and be thankful for all that you have. I am
thankful for the following things:
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® Our foreign faculty are separated from their families yet have joined our school in Zhengzhou to
form a new family
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e Despite being on remote learning for so long, our students are engaging with each other and working
hard
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e Our local staff are kind, hard-working, and committed to helping our school become world class
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e [ could not ask for a more supportive Board of Directors. They are 100% focused on the school
mission and have provided me with unwavering support
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IB PYP Initial Visit
IB PYP B X¥il

Dear Sias Families,

We hosted our IB consultancy visit on November 21st and November 22nd with our IB consultant, Ms.
Janet Wilmot. During this visit, Ms. Janet observed the online classes from Early Years to Grade 5. She
also observed the specialist classes happening despite our online learning situation. The visit allowed
her to speak to our school's academic leadership, parent representatives, student representatives, and
Primary Years Programme instructional staff to get to know our school approach.

At the end of the visit, she highlighted many positive findings, such as our approaches to teaching and
learning, the school's environment and resources, our commitment to doing the best for the student's
education, and our school's collaborative culture. We thank you for your endless support during these
trying times. We are proud to report that our school is on the right track to getting our authorization

process going.
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Meeting Objectives:

3« We will discuss on up te 1o our dress code.

e We will discuss 0 new systemn for acknaw
demonstrated omba:

+  We will discuss documenting our oction
progress
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Theme of the Month: Thinkers
AHFE: BEH

Questioning a thinker allows them to engage deeper with solving a problem. Alongside research, data,
and other input sources, working with other people will expand the thinkers’ ideas.
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--Activitiesforparents__________________________________
KVl
Ask your child questions when they are working on a problem:
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* “Do you have any ideas about how we can begin?”
* “How can we do this differently?”

* “I had never thought of that. Tell me more about it.”
* “What other ways can we show that?”
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Student Learning for the Week
A B
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This week the learners from Toddler class have been
exploring the Unit of Inquiry, "Who I Am." The weather
and temperature had many obvious changes within just 3
days, Toddlers used this experience to observe how they
feel the impact and the relationship between themselves
and the environment. Toddlers further explored how to
manage their bodies and choose the right clothes when
the temperature is changing.
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During the Thanksgiving Turkey Hunt activity, learners get a sense of how turkeys’ feathers are used
for protection in nature. This provided an opportunity to think about how we can protect ourselves.
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Finally, we celebrated Thanksgiving with PreK 3A &PreK 3B friends and felt the joy of giving and
sharing.

el PreK 3A &PreK 3B H/IMHE—RIRHURRT, 20 ZHIRERIRIR,




Newsletter November 25, 2022

FRGETH 2022411 H 25 H

CEDEE&QJWV)Q

In the unit How We Express Ourselves students of KGB have been learning about celebrations.
Students were especially excited to share how they celebrate different holidays with their classmates
and teachers through a variety of activities. During the first week, students named different holidays
they knew about. Then they shared their experiences of holidays they have celebrated. The students also
made different decorations for holidays such as Christmas and Chinese Spring Festival. They also drew
art pieces showing family members they celebrate holidays with.
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The following weeks, students from KGB
had collaborative lessons with students

from KGA. These lessons allowed them to
listen to traditional stories about how some
holidays came into existence. The students
then illustrated and told their own version of
the story to creatively express themselves. All
of KG participated in two special “chat and
chew” sessions hosted by their teachers, where
students learned about special foods that are
eaten on different holidays around the world.
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Grade 2A

“How Grandmother

Spider Stole the Sun” ‘
( ek A= AN e EiEAPHAT ) TR

llustrated by Michael Grejniec

G2A students read the story “How Grandmother Spider Stole the Sun,” a tale from the Muskogee tribe.
In this tale, animals work together to get the sun and improve their livelihood.
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Students performed this tale as Reader’s Theater. Reader’s Theater is an excellent way for students

to develop fluency and increase comprehension and motivation. Students collaborate for their final
performance through three English learning skills (reading, speaking, and listening). Students also used
their creativity and artistic sense in order to create masks for their characters. It was great to see so
much energy and involvement while learning online!
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Grade 2B

HOW WE ORGANIZE OURSELVES
(EfinfEIARAE )

‘The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason to exist.’
Albert Einstein.
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Grade 2B students have been developing their conceptual understanding of the form and function of
the Scientific Process under the transdisciplinary theme How We Organize Ourselves. Students used
research skills to investigate and group different materials around them into solids, liquids, and gas.
They even acted out how the particles of solid, liquid, and gas behave! They further used their critical
thinking skills by analyzing and describing the physical properties of different materials.
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Investigating: Air is matter

How do we
know if air has
mass?

2\ Result: Soapy finger
¢ \,‘ ,\ pushed the pepper
powder away.
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Going further into the unit, students were able to
draw connections between the structure (form) 7
of procedural text and the steps of the scientific i NG
process; the function of making predictions while Nty s i {
reading a story, estimating measurements, and e w £ | ¥
Tvins o thinker gy
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generating a hypothesis.
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Students applied their understanding of the scientific process by formulating questions, creating, and
testing their hypotheses to solve real-life problems. For example, investigating materials that could
make a durable bridge, or a material suitable to make the brightest lampshade. Kudos to the budding
scientists of Grade 2B for modeling the attributes of being courageous and creative thinkers while
designing a raft to help Xiongmao cross the Yellow River!
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ALGEBRA
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This term, students are focusing on algebra and learning skills needed for solving, rearranging,
graphing, and interpretating at all levels. The algebra focus, depending on the class, will range from
simple one or two-step equations, to linear equations, to quadratics and exponentials. Towards the end
of the units, students will begin using sequences and series.
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To take advantage of our recent reliance on computers, students have developed Microsoft Excel
spreadsheet skills. Excel is a tool that provides needed application support for students to report and
analyze data across all subjects. Currently, students are focusing on the use of autofill, functions, and
creating charts and graphs.
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Figure 1: MYP 2 Comparing the slopes of lines  [&] 1: MYP2 Z1J LB E
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These skills will be used together on

their finance projects that mimic real life
experiences. Students will use Excel and their
algebraic skills to compare different products.
Students will make calculations in simple

and compound interest, and some with more
advanced skills will be able to look at basic
loans or annuities. Students interested in pure
mathematics will be able to study the natural
exponent e, which will come from the idea of

continuous
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Figure 4: MYP 2 Investigating the shape of inverse proportional

graphs
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Music

Music class online
% SRR

Music class online may sound like an impossible task, but students have pivoted beautifully to their
online classes. While online, we can focus on music literacy, music history, and songwriting. We can
even record our voices for a virtual choir!
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Grades K-3 have been practicing their rhythmic literacy and learning to be risk-takers by performing
solos for the class. In Grades 4 and 5, we studied the Classical period of music where we learned about
the biography of Ludwig Van Beethoven and his musical masterpieces. Some grade 4 and grade 5
students also have instruments at home, which they can incorporate into the preparations for our virtual
performance.
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Music class is not just music - it is performing arts! Students in Grade 3 dance together — it’s so much
fun to see each other dancing on screen. Students in MYP1 have been writing a drama to be performed
virtually next month. They learned about scriptwriting and acting, so stay tuned to see the final product!
MYP 3 students are recording tracks to create a virtual choir that will virtually perform next month.
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