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The Mercer Island School District, with a 
K-12 student population of approximately 
4,300, enjoys a widespread reputation 
for quality and excellence, combining 
academics, cultural expression, and 
athletic achievement. Achievement test 
scores at the elementary, middle, and high 
school levels are consistently the highest 
in the state and the District maintains a 
graduation rate of over 95 percent.

With a vision of inspiring students 
to be lifelong learners as they create 
their futures, and a mission to foster 
learning by engaging students in thinking 
critically, solving problems creatively, and 
working collaboratively, the District is 
committed to addressing the educational 
needs of each student. However, the 
Mercer Island School District faces the 
educational and resource challenges 
associated with diminishing funding 
sources and higher expectations with 
regard to student performance.

The purpose of this Study and Survey 
is to analyze the physical condition and 
program configuration of all existing 
district facilities in relationship to their 
ability to support the goals of the District. 

This report has been prepared by 
Mahlum Architects on behalf of the 
Mercer Island School District and under 
the direction of Superintendent Donna 

as a separate facility in this document, 
but it is considered as part of the high 
school by OSPI.) District support facilities 
include the administration building, 
Mary Wayte Pool, and two maintenance/ 
transportation buildings. Support 
facilities are unrecognized by OSPI and 
therefore were not scored. Information 
related to these facilities is included for 
reference only.

The District’s educational facilities 
vary in age, condition, and level of 
educational adequacy. Facility condition 
assessments were completed for all 
seven educational facilities in 2018, 
and updated in 2020 to reflect current 
conditions. 

Assessments were completed using the 
State’s ICOS form and resulted in the 
following BCA scores:

Island Park Elementary School
	> Main Building: 75.03

	> Multipurpose Building: 73.78

	> Covered Play: 89.83

	> Site: 72.66

Lakeridge Elementary School
	> Main Building: 79.67

	> Covered Play: 62.37

	> Site: 77.42

Colosky. Mahlum worked with the District 
to update the previous 2010 Study and 
Survey document, including an analysis 
and update of districtwide building 
assessments that were conducted in 
summer 2018.

The team’s preparation also included 
identification of District goals, 
development of a long-range facility 
plan, analysis of District facilities 
and modernization needs, and 
recommendations for upgrades and or 
replacement of existing facilities. 

Although District needs have been 
identified and prioritized in the Long-
Range Facility Plan, specific project 
scope, costs, and timelines have not yet 
been developed. As noted in relevant 
chapters, this information will be updated 
with the next OSPI Form D-3 to be 
submitted, which will occur no earlier 
than after the next successful capital 
bond election.

CHAPTER 01: INVENTORY & ARE A 
ANALYSIS
There are currently seven school 
facilities in the District, including four 
elementary schools, one middle school, 
one high school, and an alternative high 
school. (The alternative high school, Crest 
Learning Center, is shown and evaluated 
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Northwood Elementary School
	> Main Building: 98.86

	> Site: 100.00

West Mercer Elementary School
	> Main Building: 85.53

	> Covered Play: 75.48

	> Site: 78.46

Islander Middle School 
	> New/Main Building: 96.99

	> 100/200 Building: 73.57

	> 300 Building: 71.44

	> Site: 99.13

Mercer Island High School
	> Main Building: 85.40

	> Site: 87.26

Crest Learning Center 
	> Main Building: 83.41

	> Greenhouse 1: 90.00

	> Site: 84.89

Site and floor plans, area calculations, 
narrative descriptions of condition, and 
ICOS evaluation forms for each assessed 
facility are included in Chapter 01.

CHAPTER 02: LONG-R ANGE 
EDUCATIONAL & FACILITIES PL AN
Mercer Island School District’s Long-
Range Facility Plan was completed in 
September 2020. The Plan provides a 
strategic framework for management 
of the District’s facilities over time, such 
that they continually support the ongoing 
success of District students, staff, and 
community.

The Long-Range Plan identifies capital 
projects based on district need and 
determines an order of priority. While 
the preferred plan scenario identifies the 
order of projects, and broadly outlines 
their potential scope, the specific timing 
of each project and how they may be 
grouped together in phases was not 
determined as part of the Long-Range 
Facility Plan. 

It is anticipated that the District, School 
Board, and community will reconfirm the 
Long-Range Facility Plan prior to moving 
forward with any future capital measure. 
At that time, further development 
of project scope and cost will be 
completed. One or more projects may be 
planned in the same phase, depending 
on level of community support and 
funding parameters.

The Executive Summary of the Long-
Range Facility Plan, including a 
description of identified projects and their 
prioritization, is included in Chapter 02.

This information will be updated with 
the next OSPI Form D-3 to be submitted, 
which will occur no earlier than after the 
next successful capital bond election.

CHAPTER 03: DEMOGR APHIC DATA
The current District enrollment is 4,387 
students. Over the next ten years, total 
District enrollment is projected to 
increase by approximately 133 students, 
resulting in a total of 4,520 total students 
by 2029-30. This is an overall increase of 
approximately three percent districtwide.

The District’s current enrollment 
projection report, as well as the OSPI 
Cohort Survival Enrollment Projection 
Report 1049 and Form 1066 Students 
with Disabilities Enrollment, are included 
in Chapter 03.

CHAPTER 04: ABILIT Y TO PROVIDE 
CAPITAL FUNDS BY LOCAL EFFORT 
The assessed valuation of the 
Mercer Island School District is 
$15,258,769,576.00, and the bonded 
indebtedness is $76,585,000.00. The 
district’s remaining debt capacity is 
$304,884,239.40.  

This information will be updated with 
the next OSPI Form D-3 to be submitted, 
which will occur no earlier than after the 
next successful capital bond election.

CHAPTER 05: EXISTENCE OF 
SCHOOL HOUSING EMERGENCY
The Mercer Island School District does 
not currently have a school housing 
emergency due to natural disaster or 
limits of bonding capacity.

CHAPTER 06: NEED TO IMPROVE 
R ACIAL BAL ANCE
Mercer Island School District does not 
currently have racial imbalance in any of 
their school facilities. An analysis of racial 
balance, both by individual school and 
districtwide, is included in Chapter 06.

CHAPTER 07: T YPE & EXTENT OF 
NEW &/OR ADDITIONS
Mercer Island School District does not 
have a need for new school facilities 
or new additions to existing school 
facilities specifically to add capacity 
and accommodate existing or projected 
student enrollment growth. Facility needs 
related to educational program and facility 
condition are included in Chapter 08.

This information will be updated with 
the next OSPI Form D-3 to be submitted, 
which will occur no earlier than after the 
next successful capital bond election.

CHAPTER 08: MODERNIZ ATION 
NEEDS
The District has a need for modernization 
and/or additions at existing schools, 
or facility replacement, in order to 
meet current educational needs and 
address facility condition deficiencies. 
Programmatic needs requiring additional 
square footage have been identified 
at all District school facilities, except 
the recently completed Northwood 
Elementary School and Islander Middle 
School New/Main Building. 

Modernization and/or replacement 
projects have been prioritized as follows 
in the Long-Range Facility Plan:

	> Project 1: Islander Middle School 
Replacement of the remaining older 
middle school buildings (100/200 
Building and 300 Building) to complete 
the middle school facility.
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	> Project 2:  Island Park Elementary 
School 
Replacement of the existing 
elementary school facility.

	> Project 3: Mercer Island High School / 
Crest Learning Center 
Various addition and/or improvement 
projects at the high school and 
replacement and expansion of the 
Crest Learning Center facility.

	> Project 4: West Mercer Elementary 
School 
Replacement of the existing 
elementary school facility.

	> Project 5: Lakeridge Elementary 
School 
Replacement of the existing 
elementary school facility.

This information will be updated with 
the next OSPI Form D-3 to be submitted, 
which will occur no earlier than after the 
next successful capital bond election.

CHAPTER 09: CAPITAL COST DUE 
TO DEFERRED MAINTENANCE
The Mercer Island community has 
supported the Capital / Technology Levy, 
which has in turn allowed the District to 
be diligent in the maintenance of their 
facilities. Upon review of the planned 
capital projects, none are ascertained 
as being the result of deferred 
maintenance. 

CHAPTER 10: TIMELINE FOR 
COMPLETION
Information is not yet available.

This information will be updated with 
the next OSPI Form D-3 to be submitted, 
which will occur no earlier than after the 
next successful capital bond election.

CHAPTER 11: INVENTORY OF 
NEIGHBORING SCHOOL FACILITIES
The closest neighboring districts, the 
Bellevue, Renton, and Seattle school 
districts, do not have any unused or 
underutilized facilities. Letters from 
these districts and a School Board 
resolution are included in Chapter 11. 

CHAPTER 12: NEED FOR 
ADJUSTMENTS OF SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE ARE AS
Based on the current projected growth, 
Mercer Island School District does not 
anticipate the need to make any school 
attendance area adjustments within the 
district.
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