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Introductions:
★ Jenny Lussier
Brewster Elementary School
jlussier@rsd13.org

★ Barbara Johnson
Jack Jackter Intermediate School 
bajohnson@colchesterct.org

★ Karen Radziewicz
Gildersleeve Elementary School
kradziewicz@portlandct.us
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★ Melissa Thom
Bristow Middle School 
melissa_thom@whps.org 

★ Meg Scata
Portland Public Schools BOE
mscata@portlandct.us
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THe Big Idea:
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Standards 
In December of 2021, the CT State Board 

of Education approved the AASL 
Frameworks for Librarians, Libraries and 
Learners as a replacement for the 2007 

Information Literacy and Technology 
Frameworks.

1.
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Librarians have standards?
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Librarians have standards?
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AASL Standards 
work WITH other 
Standards -  they 
do NOT replace 

them.



Value of School Libraries
“The school librarians’ contributions, 

whether direct or indirect, are 
consistently shown to be of positive 

value to not only students and teachers, 
but the wider school community.”
(Roles of the School Librarian Executive Summary, 8)

2.
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https://studentsneedschoollibraries.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SLAV_AdvocacyFlyer.pdf
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Roles
*Teacher

*Leader

*Instructional partner

*Information specialist

*Program administrator
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And so much more!



Culture of reading
School librarians curate current digital 
and print materials and technology to 
provide access to high-quality reading 

materials that encourage learners, 
educators, and families to become 

lifelong learners and readers.
(AASL, Common Beliefs)

3.
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culture of reading
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Building a 
culture of 
reading is 
everyone's 

job!



Challenging Times
In 2021, there were 729 attempts to censor library 

resources, targeting 1,597 books.

From January 2022 - August 2022, ALA documented 681 
attempts to ban or restrict library resources, and 1,651 

unique titles were targeted.
(American Library Association)

4.
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Board policies for selection and reconsideration 

If your district does not have selection or 
reconsideration policies/forms, use these 
guides to help develop them:
● ALA Selection & Reconsideration Policy Toolkit
● ALA Sample Materials Reconsideration Form
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http://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/selectionpolicytoolkit
http://www.ala.org/tools/sites/ala.org.tools/files/content/sampleschool_0.pdf
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Book challenges arise when you least expect 
them. But just as you prepare for severe 

weather or home emergencies by gathering 
safety supplies, you can prepare to extinguish 

a book challenge by assembling necessary 
resources …
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Build a Defense based on intellectual freedom principles
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When you combat censorship, you are upholding principles 
supported by the United States Constitution, the American 
Library Association, the National Council of Teachers of 
English, and the National Coalition Against Censorship. 
Use these documents to build your case.

● First Amendment
● ALA Library Bill of Rights
● ALA Access to Resources & Services in the School Library
● ALA Access fo Library Resources & Services for Minors
● ALA Challenged Resources
● ALA Code of Ethics
● NCAC First Amendment in Schools: A Resource Guide
● NCTE Position Statement on Academic Freedom
● NCTE Position Statement Regarding Rating or "Red Flagging" Books
● NCTE Students' Right to Read

Source: Intellectual Freedom and Censorship in Literature

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-i
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/accessresources
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/minors
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/challenged-resources
http://www.ala.org/tools/ethics
https://ncac.org/resource/first-amendment-in-schools
http://www2.ncte.org/statement/academic-freedom/
http://www2.ncte.org/statement/rating-books/print/
http://www2.ncte.org/statement/righttoreadguideline/
https://yalcensorship.wordpress.com/censorship-young-adult-literature/
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"We who value and defend books don’t do it 
because we love books and have better lives 
because of them, though both those things are 
usually true. We defend books because by doing 
so, we defend all the kids who are represented in 
those books."
David Levithan 



Resource links
✗ https://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL_6_Steps_Info

graphic_2017.pdf

✗ https://casl.wildapricot.org/Standards

✗ https://standards.aasl.org/project/crosswalks/ 

✗ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mit1eXykQXy4lU0P1Yuy-PW-SGs0rT
Wu8t_ikCxk8FY/edit?usp=sharing

✗https://libguides.ala.org/school-library-expert/value

✗https://schoollibrarynj.libguides.com/Librarians/ReadingCulture 

✗

23bit.ly/JoinCASLbit.ly/JoinOurSlides
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https://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL_6_Steps_Infographic_2017.pdf
https://casl.wildapricot.org/Standards
https://standards.aasl.org/project/crosswalks/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mit1eXykQXy4lU0P1Yuy-PW-SGs0rTWu8t_ikCxk8FY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mit1eXykQXy4lU0P1Yuy-PW-SGs0rTWu8t_ikCxk8FY/edit?usp=sharing
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Sources
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"American Library Association Releases Preliminary Data On 2022 Book Bans". 2022. News And Press Center. 

https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2022/09/ala-releases-preliminary-data-2022-book-bans. 

CASL - Connecticut Association of School Librarians 

Hermon, Amy (Host). (2022, October 28). Champion Defender: Martha Hickson (No. 199) [Audio podcast episode]. In School 
Librarians United. https://schoollibrariansunited.libsyn.com/

"Research Confirms Value Of School Librarians". 2022. School Library Journal. 

https://www.slj.com/story/research-confirms-value-school-librarians. 

"School Librarians - National School Library Standards". 2022. National School Library Standards. 

https://standards.aasl.org/school-librarians/. 

"School Libraries Are Essential". 2022. I Love Libraries. https://ilovelibraries.org/school-libraries/. 
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https://www.ala.org/
https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2022/09/ala-releases-preliminary-data-2022-book-bans
https://casl.wildapricot.org/
https://schoollibrariansunited.libsyn.com/
https://standards.aasl.org/school-librarians/
https://ilovelibraries.org/school-libraries/
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Ask your question here:
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★ Melissa Thom
Bristow Middle School 
melissa_thom@whps.org 
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Portland Public Schools BOE
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