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WHAT IS Tomball Talk?
Tomball Talk is a monthly 

eNewsletter  for Tomball ISD. 
Each issue will highlight the 

previous month’s top headlines 
as well as awards, events and 

accomplishments.

SUBMIT IDEAS / NOMINATE
Email 

communications@tomballisd.net 
to submit ideas or to nominate 

an individual for a feature in 
next month’s 

Tomball Talk by October 15.

tomballisd.net

@TomballISD
#DestinationExcellence
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SCHOOLMESSENGER IN TOMBALL ISD

LEARN MORE

WHAT IS SCHOOLMESSENGER?
SchoolMessenger allows you to personalize communications from your school 
or district. After logging in, you will be able to:

• See your related SchoolMessenger Contacts across schools and districts.
• View the last 30 days of SchoolMessenger messages.
• Change your SchoolMessenger communication preferences.
• Opt-into Push notifications (mobile only).

mailto:communications%40tomballisd.net?subject=
https://www.tomballisd.net/
https://www.facebook.com/TomballISD/
https://twitter.com/TomballISD
https://www.instagram.com/tomballisd/
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/schoolmessenger
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GET TO

KNOW  TOMBALL ISD
               NOT JUST A DISTRICT, A DESTINATION
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John E. McStravick
Trustee
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Justin Unser
Trustee
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tomball ISD is governed by an elected seven-member board. School Board members are guardians of the public trust and, through the 
policies they make, are ultimately responsible for the success or failure of local public education. The board serves as the advocate for 
educational excellence for the community’s youth and puts those interests first. The policies school boards make dictate the standards 
and philosophy by which schools are run and the criteria used to judge whether they are being run well.

Dr. Amy Schindewolf
Chief Academic Officer

Jim Ross
Chief Financial Officer

Jeff McCanna
Chief of Human Talent

Dr. Steven Gutierrez
Chief Operating Officer

Dr. Valerie Petrzelka
Assistant Superintendent
Elementary Schools
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Assistant Superintendent
Secondary Schools

Dr. Michael Webb
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Student Support

Nefertari Mundy
Assistant Superintendent
Strategic Initiatives

Mark White
Assistant Superintendent
Accountability & Governmental Relations

Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora
Superintendent of Schools
3rd Year / 6th Year Overall in TISD

OUR LEADER + EXECUTIVE TEAM
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ABOUT US
Tomball Independent School District is a highly regarded public school system with a reputation for excellence. It serves over 
18,000 students in grades pre-kindergarten through 12 across 20 campuses.

Tomball ISD takes pride in its progressive instructional programs and maintains a strong foundation of guiding principles, 
beliefs, and a visionary mission of the future.

Tomball ISD encompasses 83 square miles in northwest Harris County and southwest Montgomery County, and is located 
30 miles from downtown Houston.

Tomball and its school district are unique because of their heritage, traditions, and hometown appeal. Parents choose Tomball 
ISD because of the district’s unwavering commitment to high student achievement characterized by quality instruction, equality 
of opportunities and resources, demonstrated results, strong parental involvement and community support. In Tomball ISD, 
we believe our students are leading in “Creating the Future!”

VISION
Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

MISSION
Tomball ISD educates students to become responsible, productive citizens by providing innovative, individually rigorous, and 
personally valuable educational experiences.

GOALS
1. Tomball ISD will develop, continuously enhance and utilize rigorous college, career, and life ready curriculum that is 

responsive to the needs of individual learners.
2. Tomball ISD will provide multiple sources of high quality academic content that infuses technology in learning experiences 

and instruction.
3. Tomball ISD will attract, develop and retain high quality staff through a well –defined, personally valuable professional 

development plan and support structure.
4. Tomball ISD will foster a culture of caring and compassionate educators to provide a supportive learning environment.
5. Tomball ISD will promote academic success by engaging students through real world experiences while cultivating 

independent thinking and creative problem solving.
6. Tomball ISD will prepare our graduates to succeed in the college/career path of their choice.
7. Tomball ISD will promote an emotionally and physically safe and secure learning environment.
8. Tomball ISD will be fiscally responsible while meeting the educational and facility needs of the students.
9. Tomball ISD will inspire students to develop and exhibit character traits that are reflective of community standards.
10. Tomball ISD will actively engage and involve parents and the community.
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   @TOMBALLISD 

STATE-OF-THE-ART STADIUM COMING SOON
DISTRICT OF INNOVATION 

REPUTATION OF EXCELLENCE

SMALLER SCHOOL COMMUNITY
OUTSTANDING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATIONS HIGHLY RATED

A DESTINATION
ENGAGED FAMILIES

*new A-F rating system

2017-18A
2018-19A HIGHEST

RATED
SCHOOL
DISTRICT
in NW Harris County

BACK-TO-BACK
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PRINCIPAL PARTNERS FOR A DAY 
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

 Parents, business, and civic leaders are invited 
to serve as Principal Partners in Tomball ISD on 

Tuesday, November 19. 

This program allows community leaders to 
partner with a Tomball ISD campus principal 

and serve as a Principal for a Day. 

APPLY TO BE A PRINCIPAL PARTNER

BENCH DEDICATION CEREMONY HELD 
FOR SAMMY LOPEZ (THS, ‘18)

Tomball Memorial High School student 
Davis Duerer from Troop 471 designed, built 
and dedicated a bench for his Eagle Scout 
project in memory of his friend & Cougar

Sammy Lopez (THS, ‘18).

A bench dedication ceremony at Connections 
Academy was held in memory of Sammy. 

TOMBALL ISD CAMPUSES TAKE PART IN
STATE OF THE SCHOOLS

Each of our campus principals had the 
opportunity to share their story in front of 

district administrators at State of the Schools.

From celebrations to priorities to progress & 
measurements, each campus provided insight 
into their present status and future goals and 

plans moving into this school year.

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/form/principal-partners
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1080681
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IMPACT STORY
Tomball ISD has partnered with MD Anderson’s Preventative Disease Department to implement ASPIRE 
into our district.

What is ASPIRE?
ASPIRE is a bilingual, interactive, online tool that helps middle and high school teens learn about being 
tobacco free.

Who developed ASPIRE?
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

Why did Tomball ISD implement ASPIRE?
Tomball ISD staff identified a need for an educational program for students that addressed the dangers of 
using e-cigarettes especially with the increase of student usage. Medical professionals have documented 
the increased occurrences of vaping related illnesses.

How does ASPIRE work?
ASPIRE aims to motivate teens to be tobacco-free by offering:
● Videos, animations, and interactive activities 
● Testimonials from peers, doctors, smokers and non-smokers 
● Information on short and long-term health consequences of tobacco/nicotine use 
● Content on new and emerging products (e-cigs, hookah, synthetic marijuana) 
● Tips and resources to avoid the temptation to smoke or to stop smoking

ASPIRE accounts have been activated for all Tomball ISD secondary principals to begin use of this 
program. It can be utilized as an alternative to suspension or as a preventative measure, if appropriate. 

ASPIRE can be completed on any device (desktop, tablet, or smartphone) with Internet connection. 
The curriculum aligns with subject area standards in health, science, mathematics, social studies, and 
technology application. Educators have administrative access to track student progress.

What does the ASPIRE Student Program include?
● English and Spanish languages 
● Closed captioning 
● 8 Educational modules 
● Pre- and post-tests
● Quizzes along the way 
● Certificate of completion 
● Reporting system with grades

More information on ASPIRE: 
https://www.mdanderson.org/about-md-anderson/community-services/aspire.html 

Tomball ISD Brings ASPIRE Program to District

https://www.mdanderson.org/about-md-anderson/community-services/aspire.html
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TOP TEACHER TWEETS
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TOP TEACHER TWEETS
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DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

LEADERSHIP TOMBALL ISD
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

For an interactive, in-depth, behind-the-scenes 
experience of Tomball ISD, apply now to take 

part in Leadership Tomball ISD.

Applications are available. Deadline to apply is 
Oct. 25. Program runs from November - April.

APPLY FOR LEADERSHIP TOMBALL ISD

TOMBALL ISD TO HOST 
GOOGLE 360° SUMMIT ON OCT. 12 AT TMHS

 
Tomball ISD, in partnership with Google and CDW, 

is excited to present the first annual SET 360° 
Google Summit.

The purpose of the summit is to facilitate learning 
for all stakeholders in the Google environment, 

from Admins to Teachers, from Domain Admins to 
Coaches. 

REGISTER

THS’ LUKE ABRAHAMS PARTICIPATED IN 
BIOMATERIALS LAB INTERNSHIP

THS junior Luke Abrahams had the opportunity 
to participate in the Biomaterials Lab Internship 

program during the 2019 Summer at Rice 
University.

He had the opportunity to learn the basics of 
tissue engineering, 3D printing and medical 

device design.

READ MORE

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/form/leadership-tomballisd
https://events.withgoogle.com/southeast-texas-360-summit/schedule-v1/#
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1084716


JOHN E. MCSTRAVICK  |  THS, ‘83
Tomball ISD School Board, Lawyer
When it comes to defining excellence and understanding growth in our community, 
our Tomball ISD Board of Trustees plays an integral role in implementing change 
for the betterment of our district.

For John E. McStravick, his commitment to the School Board dates back to the 
year 2000 but his love for Tomball has been instilled in him since his childhood. 
McStravick is a 1983 graduate of Tomball High School and with nearly 20 years 
serving as a valued Trustee, he  has been fortunate to experience a multitude of 
change.

“Despite these changes [geographic], the District has, in my opinion, done a great 
job of helping to retain a small community feel within our schools,” McStravick said. 
“That is something I want us to work hard to retain. It is just another facet of what 
makes Tomball ISD unique.”

A proud Cougar he is, McStravick is a native of Tomball. After graduating from 
high school, he ventured off to College Station, receiving a degree in agricultural 
engineering from Texas A&M. He went on to pursue a 10-year career for Halliburton 
Energy Services, holding positions in engineering, management and sales. 

“I had a very rewarding career as an engineer, but when the industry was going through a low cycle in the 90’s, I decided 
I wanted to ‘take more control of my destiny’,” McStravick recalled.

He went on to pursue a law degree and by 1998, he received his Juris Doctorate from St. Mary’s University School of Law 
in San Antonio. He began his law career at a private practice in downtown Houston. He and his wife Jennifer, who he met 
at Texas A&M, decided to plant their roots back in the Tomball area.

“We had one child currently in school and two more who would start school soon, so finding a house in a good school 
district was important to us,” he said.

It wasn’t shortly after his arrival back home to Tomball that McStravick was eager to begin giving back to the community 
that supported him. When Tomball ISD launched a facilities study in 1999 in preparation for Bond 2000, McStravick was 
immediately interested. 

“With three children who were or would be in TISD schools, I decided I would like to be a part of shaping the District 
moving forward and assist in this process. I was asked to be on the steering committee, which gave me the opportunity to 
learn a great deal about the current state of the District and interact with many of the administrators,” he said. 

And for McStravick and Tomball ISD, timing was everything.

“I then learned that a particular board member was not planning to run again. I had a strong desire to continue my 
relationship with TISD so I decided to file for the School Board position being vacated.”

And nearly 20 years later, McStravick still remains a valued member of the Tomball ISD School Board. 

“My parents were living examples of giving back to our community and I want to do my part to carry on their example and 
to respect the work of all those before us,” McStravick said.

A community is only as strong as those who continue to serve and McStravick has committed his life to being a servant 
leader as a father figure, board member, and business leader.

As a proud graduate of Tomball High School, McStravick has had the opportunity to witness all three of his children also 
graduate from THS.

“I’m very pleased that they were able to experience, first hand, quality educators who I also had while in Tomball. I am more 
convinced today than ever that we made the right decision to move into this District,” McStravick said.

In 2014, McStravick started a solo practice and currently practices law at the Law Office of John E. McStravick. 

“The Tomball community is blessed to have had visionaries who helped make this community what it is today. The torch 
has been passed, as it should be, and it is up to us to carry that torch to take this community into the future being true to 
the legacy of those before us.” 10September 2019 • Tomball Talk •

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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TMHS HOMECOMING
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BEHIND THE SCENES HERO
BETH YOUNG
CAFETERIA MANAGER
DECKER PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY

Beth Young is in her 6th year with Tomball ISD Child 
Nutrition and 5th year at Decker Prairie Elementary 
as Cafeteria Manager.

In Child Nutrition, Beth and her team prepare meals 
for breakfast and lunch for any student and staff 
on campus. As manager, she is also responsible for 
planning, ordering, receiving, preparing, cooking, 
cleaning, and maintaining a healthy inventory level 
and flow. 

“Most importantly, it is my job to make sure that these kids get a healthy meal with a smile.”

When asked why she loves working for Tomball ISD ...
“I love working for TISD because, as a college student, and mother of five kids, this job allows me to 
see my family while still doing a job that I find exceptionally rewarding. It also gives me an opportunity 
to meet and hopefully make an impact on the lives of the fabulous students at DPES.”

Outside work, Beth is pursuing her Masters degree in counseling. She loves to read and has been 
fortunate to share her love of reading with students at DPES by reading to some of them after work 
every week for the past few years.

ROBERT IBNOUSALAH
TOMBALL ISD ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS 
SENIOR TECHNICIAN
Robert Ibnousalah has served Tomball ISD for 15 
years as a technician. He currently is a journeyman 
in communication and electronic systems. In that 
role, he handles work on fire alarms, PA/intercom 
systems, athletic scoreboards, auditorium sound 
and lighting, school bus two-way communication 
and electronic circuits.

When asked why he serves Tomball ISD...
“It’s the opportunity to work for and with great 
people in the Ancillary Department as well as the pleasure of knowing so many wonderful and 
dedicated TISD school staff. I also have the opportunity to come to work each day with energy and 
enthusiasm, face a plethora of technical challenges and have a chance to resolve the issues as 
quickly as possible in order for schools to operate with ease.”

Outside work, Robert enjoys gardening, classic movies and music, reading, biking, traveling, 
woodworking and spending time with family and friends.
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DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

WWJH’S ANJANI MALHOTRA ATTENDS 
STEM CAMP AT RICE UNIVERSITY

Willow Wood Junior High student Anjani 
Malhotra was among a select group of elite 
students from around the state to attend the 

prestigious Tapia Say STEM Camp at Rice 
University.

 
READ MORE

CREEKSIDE FOREST ELEMENTARY
DONATES 5,800 POUNDS OF PEANUT 

BUTTER
In an effort to remain committed to its community, 
Creekside Forest Elementary continued its Caring 

Hearts Giving by collecting 5,800 pounds of peanut 
butter, which will be donated to local food banks.

In just two weeks, the school community came 
together to support those in need.

READ MORE

CPJH’S JENNIFER HOBBS CREATES
FIRST SILENT WIDGET PEN

Mesh-It pen is the world’s first silent fidget pen 
designed by Texas teacher, Jennifer Hobbs.

“After 16 years of teaching, I identified a 
desperate need to find a resource for my 

students and colleagues that would keep their 
hands occupied with minimal distractions.”

READ MORE

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1084038
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1096978
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/meshitpen/mesh-it-the-silent-fidget-pen?ref=project_link
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DESTINATION EXCELLENCE
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SOCIAL #SHOUTOUT
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SOCIAL #SHOUTOUT
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TOMBALL ISD RANKED #1
IN HARRIS COUNTY WITH A+ RATING 

BY NICHE
 

Niche released its 2020 Best Schools in America 
Rankings and Grades and Tomball ISD ranked 

#1 in:

#1: “Best School Districts in Harris County”
#1: “Best Places to Teach in Harris County”

#1:  “Districts with the Best Teachers in Harris County”
#1: “Safest School Districts in Harris County”

STUDENT SUPPORT BRINGS HOME 
AWARD #TISDSHOUTOUT

Tomball ISD Student Support was awarded 
the bronze medal from the Center for School 
Behavioral Health for the implementation of 

the Emotional Backpack Project.

pictured: 
Dr. Michael Webb, Ashlee Sumrall, Samora Davis, Tweaka Dilek, Keri Williams

TISD TO HOST REALTOR SHOWCASE

Tomball ISD will host its 3rd Annual Realtor Showcase 
on Tuesday, October 15 from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. in the 

Board Room. 

Guests will hear a brief presentation from district 
administration and have an opportunity to ask 

questions.
A light breakfast will be served. 

 
Please email if you are interested in attending.

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

mailto:janicetadlock%40tomballisd.net?subject=
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ATHLETICS

Tomball ISD fall athletics is well underway with 
many success stories thus far in 2019.

Football, Volleyball, Tennis, Swimming, Cross Country, Golf

For a complete schedule of events for high school & junior high, 
CLICK HERE.

Tomball High School Results + More Tomball Memorial High School Results + More

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/events/2019/10/?id=0&id=2
https://thscougarsathletics.com/
https://tmhswildcatsathletics.com/
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CONNECTED PODCAST

ConnectED Podcast with Dr. Z features special guests in a 
monthly episode that provides valuable insight into Tomball ISD 

and how it’s defining excellence in education and 
connecting with the community.

The Human Talent department in Tomball ISD is a 
critical piece to its success. Chief of Human Talent 
Jeff McCanna joins Superintendent Dr. Martha 
Salazar-Zamora to talk about how important 
supporting teachers and celebrating success is in 
the district.

CLICK TO LISTEN TO
EPISODE 1

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1635046&type=d&pREC_ID=1776250
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DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

WATCH STEAM CONFERENCE PROMO VIDEO

STEAM Conference 2019 is a half-day conference designed to expose Tomball 
ISD students in grades 3 - 8 to Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Mathematics through: 
 
• Hands-on activities
• Education about majors, colleges, and careers
• Mentoring opportunities with college students, professors, and professionals
• Critical thinking and discussion exercises
• Discussion on current STEAM issues
• Concurrent sessions that allow students to learn about all disciplines of STEAM
 

Date/Time: 10/19/2019 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Location: Tomball Junior High
Registration: $15 payable online (includes t-shirt)

REGISTER FOR STEAM

2019 STEAM FLYER

http://www.tomballisd.net/apps/video/watch.jsp?v=223910
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfc6UHjOLcyZ8BCtjsCcNFqI6PfLKQNnJe4dRl_j4nOn389hw/viewform
https://4.files.edl.io/10c3/09/11/19/193937-821b01b4-8f16-4a84-b2e0-2fbf922d0ea4.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER

2
THS Homecoming Parade | 6 pm

3
District Zone Committee Meeting | 9 am

4
THS Homecoming Football Game | 7:30 pm

7
Community Conversations

Cisco’s Salsa Company - 11:30 am
Gianna’s Italian Kitchen - 5:30 pm

10
District Zone Committee Meeting | 9 am

14
October Board Workshop Meeting | 5:30 pm

15
October Board Meeting | 5:30 pm

17
District Zone Committee Meeting | 9 am

For the full events calendar, including fine arts and athletics,
CLICK HERE.

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/events/2019/10/?id=0&id=1&id=2
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1 2 3 Staff & Student Holidays 1

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
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Staff Development/Workdays
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1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
27 28 29 30 31 Early Release Days 26 27 28 29 30

All Schools:  Oct. 11, Dec. 20, May 28 
S M T W T F S High Schools Only:  Dec. 19, May 27 S M T W T F S

1 2 Make Up Days (if needed) 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 February 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 March 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 May 29 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
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Approved by the Tomball ISD Board of Trustees February 13, 2018

DECEMBER 2019

SEPTEMBER 2019

OCTOBER 2019

NOVEMBER 2019

August 6-8 (New Teacher)
 August 12-16

August 19
October 14
January 6-7
January 20

February 14, 17
March 16
May 29

Independence Day - July 4                         
Labor Day  - September 2

Thanksgiving - November 25-29
Winter Break - Dec. 23-Jan. 3

Spring Break - March 9-13 
Good Friday - April 10
Memorial Day - May 25

MARCH 2020

APRIL 2020

JUNE 2020

MAY 2020

JULY 2019 JANUARY 2020

AUGUST 2019 FEBRUARY 2020

First Day of School
August 20, 2019

Last Day of School
May 28, 2020

2019-2020 Calendar


