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WHAT IS Tomball Talk?
Tomball Talk is a monthly 

eNewsletter  for Tomball ISD. 
Each issue will highlight the 

previous month’s top headlines 
as well as awards, events and 

accomplishments.

SUBMIT IDEAS / NOMINATE
Email 

communications@tomballisd.net 
to submit ideas or to nominate 

an individual for a feature in 
next month’s 

Tomball Talk by December 15.

tomballisd.net

@TomballISD
#DestinationExcellence

Tomball Talk

CONTENTS
1 • Table of Contents

2 • Executive Team / Board	

3 • About Us

4 • Why Tomball?

5 • News Headlines

6 • Social Emotional Learning

7 • Top Teacher Tweets

8 • Top Teacher Tweets

9 • News Headlines

10 • Alumni Spotlight

11 • I’m thankful for...

12 • Homegrown

13 • Thank you, Veterans

14 • Thank you, Veterans

15 • Social Shoutouts

16 • Social Shoutouts

17 • ConnectED Podcast

18 • Athletics

19 • Upcoming Events

20 • Instructional Calendar

SCHOOLMESSENGER IN TOMBALL ISD

LEARN MORE

WHAT IS SCHOOLMESSENGER?
SchoolMessenger allows you to personalize communications from your school 
or district. After logging in, you will be able to:

•	 See your related SchoolMessenger Contacts across schools and districts.
•	 View the last 30 days of SchoolMessenger messages.
•	 Change your SchoolMessenger communication preferences.
•	 Opt-into Push notifications (mobile only).

mailto:communications%40tomballisd.net?subject=
https://www.tomballisd.net/
https://www.facebook.com/TomballISD/
https://twitter.com/TomballISD
https://www.instagram.com/tomballisd/
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/schoolmessenger
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GET TO

KNOW  TOMBALL ISD
			               NOT JUST A DISTRICT, A DESTINATION

Mark Lewandowski
Board President

Position 4

Michael Pratt
Vice President
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Matt Schiel 
Secretary
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Kathy Handler
Assistant Secretary

Position 1

Lee McLeod
Trustee
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John E. McStravick
Trustee

Position 3

Justin Unser
Trustee

Position 6

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tomball ISD is governed by an elected seven-member board. School Board members are guardians of the public trust and, through the 
policies they make, are ultimately responsible for the success or failure of local public education. The board serves as the advocate for 
educational excellence for the community’s youth and puts those interests first. The policies school boards make dictate the standards 
and philosophy by which schools are run and the criteria used to judge whether they are being run well.

Dr. Amy Schindewolf
Chief Academic Officer

Jim Ross
Chief Financial Officer

Jeff McCanna
Chief of Human Talent

Dr. Steven Gutierrez
Chief Operating Officer

Dr. Valerie Petrzelka
Assistant Superintendent
Elementary Schools

Dr. Rick Fernandez
Assistant Superintendent
Secondary Schools

Dr. Michael Webb
Assistant Superintendent
Student Support

Nefertari Mundy
Assistant Superintendent
Strategic Initiatives

Mark White
Assistant Superintendent
Accountability & Governmental Relations

Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora
Superintendent of Schools
3rd Year / 6th Year Overall in TISD

OUR LEADER + EXECUTIVE TEAM
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ABOUT US
Tomball Independent School District is a highly regarded public school system with a reputation for excellence. It serves over 
18,000 students in grades pre-kindergarten through 12 across 20 campuses.

Tomball ISD takes pride in its progressive instructional programs and maintains a strong foundation of guiding principles, 
beliefs, and a visionary mission of the future.

Tomball ISD encompasses 83 square miles in northwest Harris County and southwest Montgomery County, and is located 
30 miles from downtown Houston.

Tomball and its school district are unique because of their heritage, traditions, and hometown appeal. Parents choose Tomball 
ISD because of the district’s unwavering commitment to high student achievement characterized by quality instruction, equality 
of opportunities and resources, demonstrated results, strong parental involvement and community support. In Tomball ISD, 
we believe our students are leading in “Creating the Future!”

VISION
Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

MISSION
Tomball ISD educates students to become responsible, productive citizens by providing innovative, individually rigorous, and 
personally valuable educational experiences.

GOALS
1.	 Tomball ISD will develop, continuously enhance and utilize rigorous college, career, and life ready curriculum that is 

responsive to the needs of individual learners.
2.	 Tomball ISD will provide multiple sources of high quality academic content that infuses technology in learning experiences 

and instruction.
3.	 Tomball ISD will attract, develop and retain high quality staff through a well –defined, personally valuable professional 

development plan and support structure.
4.	 Tomball ISD will foster a culture of caring and compassionate educators to provide a supportive learning environment.
5.	 Tomball ISD will promote academic success by engaging students through real world experiences while cultivating 

independent thinking and creative problem solving.
6.	 Tomball ISD will prepare our graduates to succeed in the college/career path of their choice.
7.	 Tomball ISD will promote an emotionally and physically safe and secure learning environment.
8.	 Tomball ISD will be fiscally responsible while meeting the educational and facility needs of the students.
9.	 Tomball ISD will inspire students to develop and exhibit character traits that are reflective of community standards.
10.	 Tomball ISD will actively engage and involve parents and the community.
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   @TOMBALLISD 

STATE-OF-THE-ART STADIUM COMING SOON
DISTRICT OF INNOVATION 

REPUTATION OF EXCELLENCE

SMALLER SCHOOL COMMUNITY
OUTSTANDING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATIONS HIGHLY RATED

A DESTINATION
ENGAGED FAMILIES

*new A-F rating system

2017-18A
2018-19A HIGHEST

RATED
SCHOOL
DISTRICT
in NW Harris County

BACK-TO-BACK



5 • Tomball Talk • November 2019

TWO TEACHERS NAMED PAEMST FINALISTS

For their commitment to quality education and 
community connection, Willow Wood Junior 

High School seventh grade math teacher Amy 
Edmondson and Tomball High School dual credit 

biology, anatomy and physiology teacher Markaela 
van Putten were two of six teachers in the State of 
Texas named PAEMST Award Finalists, announced 

by the Texas Education Agency.

READ MORE

CANYON POINTE ELEMENTARY
NAMED A PLC MODEL SCHOOL

Canyon Pointe Elementary was recently 
recognized by Solution Tree for its sustained 
success in raising student achievement. The 

school’s successful implementation of the 
Professional Learning Communities at Work™ 
process was a major contributing factor in the 

improved achievement of its students.

READ MORE

TMHS SENIOR BRAEDON NUTTER HONORED 
AS A SCHOLAR-ATHLETE FINALIST

Tomball Memorial High School senior student-
athlete Braedon Nutter was recently honored as a 
2019 High School Football Scholar-Athlete finalist 

by the Touchdown Club of Houston.

READ MORE

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1121648
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=306342&type=d&pREC_ID=1777473
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1122602
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1127328
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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL

The Harris Center is the largest mental health and 
developmental disability care center in Texas. This center 
has an inherent passion for helping those with mental 
illness and/or intellectual and developmental disabilities 
live to their fullest potential. 

Tomball ISD has partnered with the Harris Center to 
create a Harris Center Co-Location Program, located at 
Tomball High School, that is available to provide mental/
behavioral health support and solutions to TISD students. 

The Harris Center partners with hundreds of community advocacy organizations, hospitals, foundations, 
governmental entities, non-profit groups, and others to connect consumers with the best available care. 

They are working hard to reduce the stigmas that surround mental illness and intellectual & developmental 
disabilities through the provision of high quality services that include community outreach and education.

The Harris Center team is comprised of skilled physicians, clinicians and support staff fluent in several 
languages to meet the needs of Harris County residents.

As the state-designated Local Mental Health Authority and Local Intellectual and Developmental Authority 
for Harris County, The Harris Center provides services and supports that are as high quality, efficient, 
and cost effective as possible such that persons with mental disabilities may live with dignity as fully 
functioning, participating and contributing members of our community, regardless of their ability to pay. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE HARRIS CENTER

HARRIS CENTER CO-LOCATION IN TOMBALL ISD
Provides mental/behavioral health support and solutions

https://sites.google.com/tomballschools.net/behavioralhealth/wrap-around-services/harris-center?authuser=0
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TOP TEACHER TWEETS
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TOP TEACHER TWEETS
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DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

TOMBALL ISD CAMPUS LEADERS HOST 
PRINCIPAL PARTNERS DAY

Tomball ISD had the opportunity to host its sixth 
annual Principal Partners Day, which welcomed 
in community members, business leaders and 

parents for a behind-the-scenes look into learning 
environments across the district.

READ MORE

TISD STUDENTS ATTEND STEM CAMP AT 
BAKER HUGHES

 
The Tomball Economic Development Corporation (TEDC), 

Tomball ISD and Baker Hughes partnered to host 20 
Tomball sixth-grade students at a half-day STEM camp. 

Students were able to learn more about the energy 
industry and heard from Baker Hughes employees about 
their work to help solve real-world challenges to produce 
safer, cleaner and more efficient technology for people 

and the planet.

READ MORE

TOMBALL ISD STUDENTS TO APPEAR IN 
HOUSTON REPERTOIRE BALLET’S 

PERFORMANCE, THE NUTCRACKER

Three Tomball ISD students have been cast in the Hous-
ton Repertoire Ballet’s 21st annual performance of Tchai-

kovsky’s The Nutcracker.

The Nutcracker performances are December 6, 7, and 8.

READ MORE

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1127587
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1127849
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1127924


JIMMY ROGERS  |  THS, ‘06
Founder of Boots For Troops
He is an honorably discharged veteran who has devoted his adult life to giving 
back. 

For Tomball High School graduate Jimmy Rogers, it was a personal experience 
that motivated him to begin the powerful and uplifting care package program, 
Boots For Troops.

It all started when Rogers began his military career in 2011, enlisting in the 
United States Navy. His time away from home was hard at times.

“I saw and experienced the loneliness and challenges that come with being 
on the other side of the world away from the ones you love,” he recalled. 

It was the year 2015 when Rogers really noticed a need and reached out to his 
wife Lindsey back home. 

“My fellow crewmen were often lonely and missing the comforts of home, and 
when care packages came, they didn’t seem to be as personal as they could 
be so right then I decided to launch a GoFundMe campaign that was the start 
of Boots For Troops. I wanted to make getting a care package an exciting 
moment for each service member,” Rogers said. 

With the support of Lindsey, a THS graduate as well, Rogers built a program that not only brings a community together for one 
purpose, but creates a memory for those who deserve it the most.

“The one thing that always made you smile and got your mind off missing home even for a brief moment was a care package. 
I was motivated to start a program where each package was custom to one recipient, therefore providing the biggest morale 
boost possible.”

Not only does each care package come personalized for each service member, each one comes with a new pair of boots. 

Through many email exchanges, Boots For Troops earned its 501 c(3) status and shortly following Rogers was officially 
discharged and returned home to the Tomball area.

When it comes to community support, he reflects on growing up in the Tomball community. Even though his life wasn’t perfect 
growing up, the experiences he had allowed him to personally connect with Boots For Troops.

When asked ‘what drives you to give back?’, Rogers pondered the question a bit.

“I have not always been so lucky to be in the position I am today. There was a time in my life when I needed help, and people 
helped me. I remember those times. They stay close to my heart, and keep me driven to help others.” 

Four years ago, Boots For Troops was a start-up. Now, it has grown into a community-supported program that has inspired so 
many to become involved.

“The community helped build Boots For Troops into what it is today,” Rogers said. “Some local businesses and residents 
helped fund our dream and the community has completely embraced this program and I’m very proud of what we are 
accomplishing together.”

The community of Tomball has the ability to really support one another and for Rogers and Boots For Troops, his hometown 
never disappoints. 

“We absolutely love this community and are proud that we can give the people somewhere to support our deployed troops.”

Boots For Troops has delivered over 1,200 packages and helped over 85 troops return home and they aren’t done yet. 
Whether it’s community packing events or hosting the largest concert in the area each fall, Concert in the Country, Boots For 
Troops values its volunteers and the commitment they all share to spread kindness throughout the community.

And for Rogers, his ability to reconnect with his hometown has empowered so many to understand the true essence of giving 
back. 

To support Boots For Troops or learn more about the care package program, visit http://www.boots4troops.org/. 
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Photo: Jason Fochtman, Houston Chronicle

http://www.boots4troops.org/
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING
I’m thankful for ....

Kinverly Ibarra, 7th Grade, CPJH
“ I’m thankful for my family, friends, and the 

life and health I have today. ”

Autumn Shipp, 2nd Grade, LES
“ I’m thankful for my mother and my father and my school because 

they help me learn. ”

Maxwell Carr, 2nd Grade, CFES

“ I’m thankful for a lot of things. I am thankful for my brother 
and my dogs. I am thankful to come to Creekside Forest. ”

Elise Labove, Kindergarten, WCES

“ I’m thankful for my family and my dog. ”

Victoria Aguilar, 4th Grade, CPES
“ I’m thankful for having an awesome family, magnificant 

teachers and friends and for food that helps me grow up and 
have a healthy body. ”

Trisha Omolon, 9th Grade, TMHS
“ I’m thankful for the TMHS Student Council because they 

make me feel at home. ”
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HOMEGROWN
SARAH WADE
Adaptive Behavior/Special Education Teacher
7th year at Decker Prairie Elementary

Sarah Wade has spent seven years at DPES as a kindergarten and first grade 
teacher prior to her new role as an AB teacher.
She is a 2004 graduate of Tomball High School and attended Tomball Junior 
High and Tomball High School.
She graduated in 2011 from Stephen F. Austin State University (SFA).
“I love working in Tomball because of the relationships I have with my staff and 

students. My goal throughout school and college was to teach in TISD.  Attending and graduating from 
TISD schools was a very positive experience that I want my children to enjoy as well.”

KEVIN WHITE
Assistant Director of Child Nutrition
7th year in Tomball ISD
Kevin White returned home to TISD in 2013 and has served as at Assistant 
Director of Child Nutrition ever since. He’s also been a registered dietitian for 
24 years.

He is a 1988 graduate of Tomball High School and attended Tomball 
Elementary, Tomball Intermediate, Tomball Junior High and Tomball High 
School.

He graduated with a Bachelors degree from the University of Texas in 1994 
and with a Masters degree from Texas A&M in 1996. 

“In Tomball, I feel like I’m working from “home”. I’m surrounded by good relationships and good people 
that are passionate about what they do every day. My wife teaches in Tomball and my kids attend 
our schools, so having my entire family in one hometown location is very comforting. Seeing the 
transformation of Tomball from little town and little district that I grew up in to what it has become has 
been amazing.”

KERI BURNS
Speech-Language Pathologist
7th year in Tomball ISD

Keri Burns is in her 7th year as a Speech-Language Pathologist in TISD. This is her first 
year serving at TIS, having spent many years at CFES, TCES, CPJH and TJHS.

She is a 2007 graduate of Tomball High School and attended Lakewood Elementary, 
Tomball Intermediate, Tomball Junior High and Tomball High School.

She graduated with a Bachelors degree from Texas State University in 2011 and with a 
Masters degree from Our Lady of the Lake Univesity in 2013.

“It’s special working for Tomball because it’s my community!  I live in the heart of 
Tomball, participate in city events, and attend church locally.  I love that I get to see familiar faces around town, 
get to know students and families outside of the classroom, and see the impact that TISD educators make on 
these kiddos.  This is the kind of town I want my children to grow up in and I’m happy to be a part of it.”
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THANK YOU, VETERANS
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THANK YOU, VETERANS
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SOCIAL #SHOUTOUT
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SOCIAL #SHOUTOUT
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CONNECTED PODCAST

The Tomball Education Foundation has been able to develop and allocate resources to enrich, enhance, 
and maximize the quality of education since its inception in 2017 by providing teacher grants all across 
the district. Dr. Z was joined by TEF President Susan Cline & VP of Marketing & Events Amanda Bass for 
episode 3.

CLICK TO LISTEN TO
EPISODE 3

ConnectED Podcast with Dr. Z 
features special guests in a monthly 

episode that provides valuable insight 
into Tomball ISD and how it’s defining 

excellence in education and 
connecting with the community.

LISTEN TO EPISODE 1
HUMAN TALENT

PODCAST SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY

LISTEN TO EPISODE 2
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1635046&type=d&pREC_ID=1776250
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1635046&type=d&pREC_ID=1806938
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1635046&type=d&pREC_ID=1776250
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1635046&type=d&pREC_ID=form.TOMBALL-D.rFDVeGt.2mw
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1635046&type=d&pREC_ID=1785132
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ATHLETICS

Tomball ISD fall athletics is well underway with 
many success stories thus far in 2019.

Football, Volleyball, Tennis, Swimming, Cross Country, Golf

For a complete schedule of events for high school & junior high, CLICK HERE.

Tomball High School Results + More Tomball Memorial High School Results + More

Congratulations to TMHS Football!
10-win season

District Champions / Bi-District Champions
First playoff win in school history

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/events/2019/12/?id=2
https://thscougarsathletics.com/
https://tmhswildcatsathletics.com/
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DECEMBER-JANUARY

2-6
Inclusive School Week

9
December Board Workshop Meeting | 5:30 pm

10
December Board Meeting | 5:30 pm

23-Jan.3
Winter Break

Jan. 6-7
Student Holiday / Staff Development

For the full events calendar, including fine arts and athletics,
CLICK HERE.

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/events/2019/12/?id=0&id=1&id=2&id=3
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S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 31

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 Staff & Student Holidays 1

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
Staff Development/Workdays

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Student Holidays 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 29 30 31

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
27 28 29 30 31 Early Release Days 26 27 28 29 30

All Schools:  Oct. 11, Dec. 20, May 28 
S M T W T F S High Schools Only:  Dec. 19, May 27 S M T W T F S

1 2 Make Up Days (if needed) 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 February 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 March 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 May 29 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S Reporting Periods End: S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 October 11 31 1 2 3 4 5 6
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 December 20 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 March 6 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 May 28 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
29 30 31 28 29 30

Approved by the Tomball ISD Board of Trustees February 13, 2018

DECEMBER 2019

SEPTEMBER 2019

OCTOBER 2019

NOVEMBER 2019

August 6-8 (New Teacher)
 August 12-16

August 19
October 14
January 6-7
January 20

February 14, 17
March 16
May 29

Independence Day - July 4                         
Labor Day  - September 2

Thanksgiving - November 25-29
Winter Break - Dec. 23-Jan. 3

Spring Break - March 9-13 
Good Friday - April 10
Memorial Day - May 25

MARCH 2020

APRIL 2020

JUNE 2020

MAY 2020

JULY 2019 JANUARY 2020

AUGUST 2019 FEBRUARY 2020

First Day of School
August 20, 2019

Last Day of School
May 28, 2020

2019-2020 Calendar


