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WHAT IS Tomball Talk?
Tomball Talk is a monthly 

eNewsletter  for Tomball ISD. 
Each issue will highlight the 

previous month’s top headlines 
as well as awards, events and 

accomplishments.

SUBMIT IDEAS / NOMINATE
Email 

communications@tomballisd.net 
to submit ideas or to nominate 

an individual for a feature in 
next month’s 

Tomball Talk by September 15.

tomballisd.net

@TomballISD
#DestinationExcellence
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SCHOOLMESSENGER IN TOMBALL ISD

LEARN MORE

WHAT IS SCHOOLMESSENGER?
SchoolMessenger allows you to personalize communications from your school 
or district. After logging in, you will be able to:

•	 See your related SchoolMessenger Contacts across schools and districts.
•	 View the last 30 days of SchoolMessenger messages.
•	 Change your SchoolMessenger communication preferences.
•	 Opt-into Push notifications (mobile only).

mailto:communications%40tomballisd.net?subject=
https://www.tomballisd.net/
https://www.facebook.com/TomballISD/
https://twitter.com/TomballISD
https://www.instagram.com/tomballisd/
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/schoolmessenger
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GET TO

KNOW  TOMBALL ISD
			               NOT JUST A DISTRICT, A DESTINATION

Mark Lewandowski
Board President
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Michael Pratt
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Secretary
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Kathy Handler
Assistant Secretary
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Lee McLeod
Trustee
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John E. McStravick
Trustee

Position 3

Justin Unser
Trustee

Position 6

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tomball ISD is governed by an elected seven-member board. School Board members are guardians of the public trust and, through the 
policies they make, are ultimately responsible for the success or failure of local public education. The board serves as the advocate for 
educational excellence for the community’s youth and puts those interests first. The policies school boards make dictate the standards 
and philosophy by which schools are run and the criteria used to judge whether they are being run well.

Dr. Amy Schindewolf
Chief Academic Officer

Jim Ross
Chief Financial Officer

Jeff McCanna
Chief of Human Talent

Dr. Steven Gutierrez
Chief Operating Officer

Dr. Valerie Petrzelka
Assistant Superintendent
Elementary Schools

Dr. Rick Fernandez
Assistant Superintendent
Secondary Schools

Dr. Michael Webb
Assistant Superintendent
Student Support

Nefertari Mundy
Assistant Superintendent
Strategic Initiatives

Mark White
Assistant Superintendent
Accountability & Governmental Relations

Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora
Superintendent of Schools

3rd Year / 6th Overall in TISD

OUR LEADER + EXECUTIVE TEAM
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ABOUT US
Tomball Independent School District is a highly regarded public school system with a reputation for excellence. It serves over 
18,000 students in grades pre-kindergarten through 12 across 20 campuses.

Tomball ISD takes pride in its progressive instructional programs and maintains a strong foundation of guiding principles, 
beliefs, and a visionary mission of the future.

Tomball ISD encompasses 83 square miles in northwest Harris County and southwest Montgomery County, and is located 
30 miles from downtown Houston.

Tomball and its school district are unique because of their heritage, traditions, and hometown appeal. Parents choose Tomball 
ISD because of the district’s unwavering commitment to high student achievement characterized by quality instruction, equality 
of opportunities and resources, demonstrated results, strong parental involvement and community support. In Tomball ISD, 
we believe our students are leading in “Creating the Future!”

VISION
Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

MISSION
Tomball ISD educates students to become responsible, productive citizens by providing innovative, individually rigorous, and 
personally valuable educational experiences.

GOALS
1.	 Tomball ISD will develop, continuously enhance and utilize rigorous college, career, and life ready curriculum that is 

responsive to the needs of individual learners.
2.	 Tomball ISD will provide multiple sources of high quality academic content that infuses technology in learning experiences 

and instruction.
3.	 Tomball ISD will attract, develop and retain high quality staff through a well –defined, personally valuable professional 

development plan and support structure.
4.	 Tomball ISD will foster a culture of caring and compassionate educators to provide a supportive learning environment.
5.	 Tomball ISD will promote academic success by engaging students through real world experiences while cultivating 

independent thinking and creative problem solving.
6.	 Tomball ISD will prepare our graduates to succeed in the college/career path of their choice.
7.	 Tomball ISD will promote an emotionally and physically safe and secure learning environment.
8.	 Tomball ISD will be fiscally responsible while meeting the educational and facility needs of the students.
9.	 Tomball ISD will inspire students to develop and exhibit character traits that are reflective of community standards.
10.	 Tomball ISD will actively engage and involve parents and the community.
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TOMBALL ISD

 BRAG BOOK
Tomball ISD was rated an 

‘A’ school district 
for the second straight year in 

TEA’s new acountability 
system.

** Back-to-Back highest rated in NW Harris County
A

Tomball Education Foundation awarded
									         in educational grants 
									         during 2018-2019 		
									         school year.
$86,064.51

Tomball ISD opened its new 
Two-Way Dual Language 

Academy, located at Rosehill 
Elementary in August 2019.

TISD Finance Department 
earned another 5-star rating 

by TXSmartSchools.
[cost-effective spending + 

high academic achievement]

5



TOMBALL ISD

 BRAG BOOK
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Tomball ISD
CHILD NUTRITION
implements new Afterschool 

Meals Program district-wide at 
NO COST to students.

 

 

Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays & Thursdays

2:45 - 3:45 p.m. at THS

$21.8 MILLION IN 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS EARNED IN 2018-2019!
Tomball ISD
welcomes

144
new

teachers
to the

district.

Opens its doors in August 2019 to 
Tomball ISD families as a print-rich, 

literacy-based childcare facility.

Tomball ISD surpassed the

student enrollment mark for 2019-2020!

Tomball ISD begins school 
year with FIVE 
new campus principals:

1.	 Dr. Mike Metz - TMHS
2.	 Samora Davis - TIS
3.	 Dr. George Flores - OIS
4.	 Brenda Blackmon - DPES
5.	 Gloria Vasquez - RES

Congratulations to our 2018-2019 Secondary Teacher 
of the Year Janet Stackhouse from TMHS on being 

named a Region 4 Finalist.

18,000 
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PRINCIPAL PARTNERS FOR A DAY 
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

 Parents, business, and civic leaders are invited 
to serve as Principal Partners in Tomball ISD on 

Tuesday, November 19. 

This program allows community leaders to 
partner with a Tomball ISD campus principal 

and serve as a Principal for a Day. 

APPLY TO BE A PRINCIPAL PARTNER

TOMBALL EDUCATION FOUNDATION
CELEBRATES ITS FOUNDING DONORS

Tomball Education Foundation celebrated its 
founding donors with a Thank You breakfast to 

open the 2019-2020 school year. 

In its first full year established, the Tomball 
Education Foundation raised over $200,000 
and awarded over $86,000 in teacher grants 

across Tomball ISD.

EDUCATORS LEARN THROUGH 
INNOVATIVE & INTERACTIVE 

COLLABORATIVE

Preparation for the start of another school year 
continued as Tomball ISD educators came 

together for its annual District Collaborative, an 
interactive and innovative learning experience 

meant to inspire educators in all areas of 
education.

READ MORE

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/form/principal-partners
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1080681
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1072071
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IMPACT STORY
Tomball ISD continues to strive to go above and beyond for the well-
being of every student it serves district-wide. Whether it’s an afterschool 
activity or an enrichment program, Tomball ISD has placed an emphasis 
on serving students at the highest levels across all departments.

The Child Nutrition Department, led by Director Whitney Johnson, 
has shifted its focus from school meals to the ‘providing nutritionally 
sound meal choices, attractively served in a pleasant environment by 
professionally trained staff members.’

From innovative meal choices to a nutritionally-based plan, the Child 
Nutrition Department added to its repertoire and unveiled a new 
Afterschool Meals Program to Tomball ISD students at the beginning 
of the 2019-2020 school year. 

The Afterschool Meals Program provides students who participate in 
afterschool and extracurricular activities with healthy meals free of charge to the student.

“We noticed a desire for this program as many of our students participated in athletics, fine arts or academic extracurricular 
activities. This program is a benefit to Tomball ISD because it provides our students an extra source of nutrition that will hold 
them over before they return home from their extended school day,” Johnson said.

In order to provide this service, organizations have to meet the following criteria:
•	 be organized primarily to provide care for children after school
•	 provide organized, regularly scheduled activities
•	 include educational or enrichment activities open to all students
•	 be located in an eligible area

Tomball High School met the necessary criteria to host the new program. This program is funded through the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and they work with State agencies to administer the program and communicate with both 
USDA and Tomball ISD. 

Currently, breakfast and lunch meals are offered through a reimbursement program but students must qualify to either be 
placed in either the free or reduced category. The Afterschool Meals Program is also an entitlement program similar to 
breakfast and lunch but every meal offered in this new program is considered a part of the free reimbursement category. 

The money Tomball ISD receives through the reimbursement program is put directly back into the cost of meals and labor to 
provide the best nutrition and quality for all students.

Due to the high volume of students remaining on campus after school hours for extracurricular activities or tutoring made 
Tomball High School an ideal location for the hosting site of this new program. This program is not only available to just 
Tomball High School students, but open to all Tomball ISD students at no cost. At this time, students must find their own 
transportation to THS for the afterschool program.

The program currently serves free afterschool meals from 2:45 p.m. 
to 3:45 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays in the cafeteria 
at Tomball High School. 

The Afterschool Meals Program has proven its success thus far, 
serving over 200 meals a day during the first two weeks of school. 

“We will continue to monitor the Afterschool Meals Program and 
the logistics we have put in place to begin the program and make 
changes if we feel like they are needed. We are very pleased with the 
response thus far and are happy to provide our students this service 
after a long day in the classroom,” Johnson said.

Child Nutrition Unveils New Afterschool Meals Program at No Cost to Students
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TOP TEACHER TWEETS
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TOP TEACHER TWEETS
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DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

WELCOME TO TOMBALL ISD,
NEW TEACHERS & STAFF

New teachers had the opportunity to mix and 
mingle at Meet the Superintendent Night in late 
July before being welcomed to Tomball by the 

district’s leadership team at the annual New 
Teacher Breakfast held at Tomball Memorial 

High School.

EARLY EXCELLENCE ACADEMY 
WELCOMES IN NEW FAMILIES WITH 

GRAND OPENING

Tomball ISD welcomed in new families and 
officially celebrated the grand opening of 

its Early Excellence Academy, the childcare 
center available for district employees, during 

an open house and meet & greet event.

READ MORE

TOMBALLISD.NET & CAMPUS WEBSITES 
ARE NOW RESPONSIVE

TomballISD.net and all Tomball ISD campus 
websites recently underwent a major facelift.

Viewers will now be able to experience a more 
visually-appealing look that is responsive to all 

devices.

VIEW TOMBALLISD.NET

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1066210
https://www.tomballisd.net/


DR. MIKE METZ  |  THS, ‘98
Tomball Memorial High School Principal
Coming home was never a question for him.

“I wanted to be able to feel that connection of pouring back 
into something, and a place, that invested so much in me 
and really shaped me as a young man.” 

As the new principal of Tomball Memorial High School, Dr. 
Mike Metz will have the opportunity to continue to pour into 
the district he calls home.

His parents bought a house in Tomball in 1979.  After 
graduating from Tomball High School (Class of ’98), he 
attended Texas A&M University, where he received a 
Bachelor of Science Degree.  Continuing his education, he earned a Master of Education Degree from Sam 
Houston State University, and later a Doctorate in Educational Leadership from Lamar University.

Returning to Tomball in 2004, Dr. Metz started his professional career as the head soccer coach at Tomball High 
School, coaching the team he played on during high school. In 2009, he got the opportunity to be an assistant 
principal at Northpointe Intermediate, and in 2012, he became an assistant principal at Tomball High School.  
In 2014, he left the district to take the principal role at Magnolia Junior High, and later Magnolia High School.

While Tomball today may be bigger than the Tomball Dr. Metz grew up in, to him, it is still the small town 
community that he grew to love.  

“It has the advantages of a bigger district, but it still has the personal touch of a small town that truly cares about 
its kids and its community, and cares about the future of our nation.  And you can see that.  You can see little 
glimpses of that all over,” Metz said. “Which is exactly why we chose to live here and it is exactly why I came 
back.”  

Moving into his new role as principal of Tomball Memorial High School, Metz will have the opportunity to 
reconnect with the community he built as a teacher and assistant principal at Tomball High School, and as an 
assistant principal at Northpointe Intermediate School.  

“All of those relationships that I had built was the most reinforcing thing about me coming back to Tomball.”

The value of relationships, as well as of work ethic, were instilled in Dr. Metz throughout his childhood in Tomball.  

“There was always a sense of pride and accomplishment in the actual work we were doing and in the product 
you were producing,” said Metz.  “It helped me to be creative and have a vision for a future brighter than it is 
today, but then also gave me the work ethic to make sure that vision came to life.”

It is this work ethic and vision that have brought him back to Tomball, time and time again.

“I have an opportunity to get a front-row seat to work with a staff, to cast a vision, and to inspire kids to achieve 
beyond whatever they thought possible,” Metz said.

“There’s no greater job than that.”
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT



13• Tomball Talk • August 2019

PATRIOTIC SHOW
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PATRIOTIC SHOW
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DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

ALLISON BEARDEN NAMED AN 
ECORISE AMBASSADOR

Allison Bearden was one of just 21 educators 
from across the country selected to represent 
EcoRise, inspire change, and empower other 
teachers in their communities to ignite a new 

generation of green leaders. 

Teacher Ambassadors are trailblazers in 
sustainability education and cultivate a national 

community of like-minded individuals.

READ MORE

#TISDMVV HONORED 
BY HUMAN TALENT DEPARTMENT

Tomball ISD will continue its recognition of 
valuable employees by honoring the district’s 

Most Valuable Veterans.

Dr. Valerie Petrzelka has served 35 years in 
Tomball ISD and, as a TISD alumni and current 

Assistant Superintendent of Elementary 
Schools, has showcased loyalty and 

commitment to excellence in Tomball ISD.

THS TEACHER SHARON FINGER SERVES 
AS AP CALCULUS READER FOR 4TH YEAR

For the fourth time, THS Math teacher Sharon 
Finger was selected as an AP Reader, who 

evaluated and scored AP students’ free 
responses, ensuring that high school students 

receive AP grades that accurately reflect college-
level achievement in a specified discipline. 

She joined over 18,000 AP teachers and college 
faculty from across the country to help score 

more than 25 million constructed responses from 
nearly 5 million AP Exams.

DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

https://t.co/uNREnAa3Kx?amp=1
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DESTINATION EXCELLENCE

With the 2019-2020 school year just around the corner, Tomball ISD welcomed back over 2,300 employees at its annual 
Convocation event. 

As the #HappiestDistrictonEarth, Tomball ISD held the annual celebration at Champion Forest Baptist Church and along with 
sights and sounds from the Disney-themed event, the district was well-represented with enthusiasm during roll call, karaoke 
and recognitions. 

To kick off the event, Tomball ISD employees dressed as Disney characters greeted the smiling faces of teachers and staff to 
the back-to-school event as they arrived campus-by-campus. 

The program began with Tomball ISD Superintendent of Schools Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora celebrating the success stories 
from the 2018-2019 school year. From opening a Two-Way Dual Language Academy and Early Excellence Academy to 
breaking ground on construction projects and to maintaining exemplary scores, Tomball ISD had an eventful and memorable 
year. Dr. Salazar-Zamora also took the time to recognize the Tomball Education Foundation who donated over $86,000 in 
teacher grants last year as its first full year as a Foundation.

Decked out in spirit gear, the annual tradition of roll call followed as 20 campuses and several district administrative 
departments showcased their talents all for a chance to win the coveted Spirit Stick award.

Coming away with the Spirit Stick following their performances were Willow Creek Elementary, Tomball Star Academy and 
Transportation. 

As excitement filled the room, Director of Fine Arts JD Janda, who was Aladdin for the day, took over to MC campus karaoke 
and improv competitions on stage with TISD Digital Learning Coach George Williams on the piano as Mickey Mouse.

The 2018-2019 Principals of the Year Kim McKinney (TSA) and Chad Schmidt (TES) along with Teachers of the Year Stephanie 
Scott (CES) and Janet Stackhouse (TMHS) and Paraprofessionals of the Year Karen Smith (TCES) and Deb Rigg (TCA) were 
honored.

And wrapping up the event was Toro from the Houston Texans joined by community partner Andrew Meese, Vice President 
of First Community Credit Union of Tomball, to award Texans tickets to several lucky employees. 

Tomball ISD Deemed #HappiestDistrictonEarth
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SOCIAL #SHOUTOUT



18August 2019 • Tomball Talk •

SOCIAL #SHOUTOUT



19 • Tomball Talk • August 2019

OUR VOICE
Why I love my elementary school ...

Paige Bachmann, 5th Grade, CES

“ Creekview Elementary is a place where everyone is special. 
You can be unique and don’t have to hide your differences. ”

Matthew Paul, 1st Grade, TCES

“ I love Timber Creek Elementary and being in Ms. Shockley’s 
class because we do fun things like play games on new 

computers and iPads. ”

Roberta Nunez, 4th Grade, CFES

“ What I love about Creekside Forest Elementary is the 
teachers are very kind, helpful, sweet and respectful. ”

Madalyn Neff, Kindergarten, DPES

“ I love recess at Decker Prairie Elementary. 
Our teachers let us play. The teachers are fun. ”

Abby Browne, 3rd Grade, RES
“ I love Rosehill Elementary because of all the hard working 

teachers that won’t let us give up, and our librarian who 
selects all the fabulous chapter books we can explore! ”

Audrey Herrera, 4th Grade, TES
“ I like Tomball Elementary because it is educational and 

teachers understand if work is a little hard. They are helpful, 
kind and inspiring. They give you courage on days you don’t 

want to try because the work is hard. ”
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OUR VOICE

Pia Grace Bacalso, 3rd Grade, CPES
“ Canyon Pointe Elementary is the best school in Tomball ISD. I love all 

the teachers because they work so hard everyday. We are also a GE 
Model School and we have so many kind and responsible kids. ”

 

Why I love my elementary school ...

Roberto Cavazos-Lopez, 4th Grade, LES
“ I like coming to Lakewood Elementary because I feel like it helps me 

with my education better than other schools, and I feel very comfortable 
at LES because I have been here ever since Pre-K.  I feel like the 

teachers are very kind and respectful, as well as my peers. ”

Baylee Roberts, 4th Grade, WCES
“ I love Willow Creek Elementary because there are a bunch of sweet 

teachers and because it is a place where learning is fun! ”

Caleb Garcia, 4th Grade, WES
“ I like Wildwood Elementary because it’s big and there’s a lot of room 

for what we all need. ”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER

9
Board Meeting | 5:30 pm

10
Board Meeting | 5:30 pm

18
TMHS ‘Rock the Block’ Homecoming Parade

20
TMHS Homecoming Football Game | 7 pm

OCTOBER

2
THS Homecoming Parade 

4
THS Homecoming Football Game | 7:30 pm

For the full events calendar, including fine arts and athletics,
CLICK HERE.

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/events/2019/9/?id=1&id=2
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1 2 3 Staff & Student Holidays 1

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
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Staff Development/Workdays

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Student Holidays 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 29 30 31
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1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
27 28 29 30 31 Early Release Days 26 27 28 29 30

All Schools:  Oct. 11, Dec. 20, May 28 
S M T W T F S High Schools Only:  Dec. 19, May 27 S M T W T F S

1 2 Make Up Days (if needed) 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 February 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 March 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 May 29 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S Reporting Periods End: S M T W T F S
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Approved by the Tomball ISD Board of Trustees February 13, 2018

DECEMBER 2019

SEPTEMBER 2019

OCTOBER 2019

NOVEMBER 2019

August 6-8 (New Teacher)
 August 12-16

August 19
October 14
January 6-7
January 20

February 14, 17
March 16
May 29

Independence Day - July 4                         
Labor Day  - September 2

Thanksgiving - November 25-29
Winter Break - Dec. 23-Jan. 3

Spring Break - March 9-13 
Good Friday - April 10
Memorial Day - May 25

MARCH 2020

APRIL 2020

JUNE 2020

MAY 2020

JULY 2019 JANUARY 2020

AUGUST 2019 FEBRUARY 2020

First Day of School
August 20, 2019

Last Day of School
May 28, 2020

2019-2020 Calendar


