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Join fellow  
alumni, friends,  
classmates,  
and colleagues  
at Fisher’s  
biggest 
celebrations.
No matter when you graduated or 
what degree you earned, club you 
joined, sport you played, or friends 
you made while you were here,  
the thread that binds us together  
is we are Fisher Falcons for life. 

Join us to honor the history of 118 Beacon 
Street, where many Fisher students  
took their first steps. We encourage you  
to contribute in any way you can!

 January 18, 2023
fisher.edu/give

FISHER GIVING DAY

The Fisher College Athletic Program  
will honor Class of 2022 hall of famers.

 April 29, 2023
fisher.edu/halloffame
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Fisher Through 
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1903

Brothers Myron Cornelius Fisher 
and Edmund Hiram Fisher found 
the Winter Hill Business College in 
Somerville. 

1910

The school’s name is changed to 
Fisher Business College. 

1939

Fisher Business College moves to 118 
Beacon Street in Boston.

1944

The school is established as a 
non-profit corporation, and the name 
is changed to The Fisher School.

1945

Florence Hall, at 112 Beacon Street, 
opens as a dormitory for 26 women.

1952 

The Massachusetts Board of Col-
legiate Authority (MBCA) approves 
a name change to Fisher Junior 
College.

1970

Initial accreditation is granted by the 
New England Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools.

1988

Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education approves name change to 
Fisher College. 

1990

Fisher begins offering classes at 
Brockton Hospital School of Nursing.

1998

Men and women are admitted to 
Fisher College day school.

2001

Fisher College establishes its  
athletic program.

2007-2022

Degree programs proliferate, 
including new B.S. degrees, B.A.s, 
and master’s degrees in Criminal 
Justice, Business Administration, 
and Psychology.

2022

Fisher’s Esports program is launched 
(see “They’ve Got Game, page 18).

Alumni 
News

 A Force for Good  
As the head of the 
police department, 
Sherry Belanger ’11, 
’16, ’21 takes the lead 
in keeping the Fisher 
campus safe.
BY PEARL MARVELL
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WHEN BOSTON NATIVE SHERRY BELANGER 

graduated from East Boston High School in 
1998, she set her sights on a good job with 
benefits and the potential for advancement. 
She found it in the law enforcement field 
when she became a corrections officer at 
the Suffolk County Jail. “I was responsible 
for the care, custody, and control of inmates 
awaiting trial and those convicted of misde-
meanors,” she explains. 

In 2006, she responded to a newspaper 
ad for Fisher College’s police department. 
She was hired as a police officer, then 
quickly rose through the ranks, becoming 
sergeant, then lieutenant, and eventually 
captain. Today, she’s proud to say, she is the 
director of public safety and campus police. 

Among the many benefits of working at 
Fisher, she says, was being able to enroll 
in the school’s Criminal Justice program 
at no cost. She first pursued an associate’s 
degree, which she earned in 2011. By 2016 
she had gone on to receive her bachelor’s 
in Criminal Justice, and in 2021 she was 
awarded her M.S. in the field.

“Pursuing my associate’s, bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees while working at Fisher 
College allowed me to not only learn about 

the history of the criminal justice field and 
the theories behind criminal behavior, but 
also to share my professional experiences 
with students who have yet to work in the 
field,” she says. Belanger says that Fisher’s 
staff and faculty were also “truly amazing to 
work with.”

The COVID-19 pandemic changed the 
world as we know it, and it had a major 
impact on college life, which came to a 
complete halt. That didn’t mean Belanger 
and the rest of the police force didn’t have 
anything to do. They spent their time devel-
oping a plan to bring the students, faculty, 
and staff back in a safe manner when the 
College was finally able to welcome people 
back to campus in the fall of 2020.

Belanger is especially proud to have re-
ceived a special recognition award last sum-
mer from the Massachusetts Association of 
Women in Law Enforcement for her work at 
Fisher College. She was nominated for her 
outstanding contributions to community 
policing. “To me, community policing is 
just getting back to policing basics,” she 
says. “It’s getting to know your community 
and working with them to solve problems 
and keep people safe.” She was honored to 
be recognized by what she calls “a group of 
outstanding female police officers.”

Looking ahead, Belanger sees herself 
growing in her new position leading the 
department. “I hope to continue building 
relationships with the staff, faculty, and 
students in order to keep the campus safe,” 
she says. “I also enjoy getting to know the 
students and helping them to understand 
the types of victimizations for which they 
are most at risk and how to best protect 
themselves.”

As a Fisher College alumna who has 
many achievements in community policing 
already, it seems clear that Belanger is more 
than up to the task. 

In 2006, Sherry Belanger was hired 
as a police officer, then quickly 
rose through the ranks, becoming 
sergeant, then lieutenant, and 
eventually captain. Today, she’s 
proud to say, she is the director of 
public safety and campus police. 
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*For solution,  
go to fisher.edu/
fishertoday.

 
 Spot the Difference

 Girls’ Night In
Look closely at this photo of Fisher students in the cozy confines of a dorm room back 
in the 1950s, and you’ll see that a lot more than hair and clothing styles has changed.

*

Dorm life at Fisher College has changed quite a bit since the 1950s. Back then, the women-only college had just one dorm, and the major 
amenity was the payphone. Now three of the four residence halls are co-ed. The old brownstones where students live have modern amenities 
including WiFi, sophisticated security systems, and spacious common areas with fridges and microwaves. See if you can spot the nine 
changes with a second look at 1950s Fisher dorm life.

Donor 
Q+A

 Delia  
 Brimmer ’14
The financial services  
professional on why she 
gives back to Fisher.

Why did you give to Fisher 
College? I always felt grateful 
for the scholarships I earned and 
the experiences I was able to 
participate in at no cost thanks to 
Fisher’s endowment. Since grad-
uating, I have happily donated 
lots of my time to the College, but 
this year I felt ready to commit to 
donating financially. 

Why did you choose to 
attend Fisher? When I was 
applying to colleges, I decided 
I’d like to be in Boston. A friend of 
mine who was a year ahead of me 
in high school went to Fisher and 
loved it, so I decided to apply. On 
Accepted Students Day, my dad 
got to talking with the women’s 
soccer coach and by the end of 
the day I was slated to play for 
the team. So I got involved with 
building a community early on.

How did your education set 
you up for success in life? 
Fisher was the perfect sand-
box for me. It gave me so many 
opportunities to try a vast array of 
things. I was an RA, played three 
sports, worked in the housing and 
admissions offices, volunteered 
at weekly soup kitchens, and 
traveled with the Semester at Sea 
program. I said yes to as many 
opportunities as I could, and it all 
shaped me into who I am today. 

What motivates you to 
continue to support Fisher? 
Without Fisher, I wouldn’t have 
had the opportunity or means to 
experience as much as I did in 
just four short years. Now that I’m 
able to be supportive financially, 
it feels great to be able to help 
another student have those 
same opportunities. To donate, 
please visit fisher.edu/give. 
–Paula M. Bodah

The Rev. Beatrice Helen McKusick Violette ’53  
valued education. Violette, who became a 
minister in 2002 after graduating from Andover 
Newton Theological School with an M.A. in Divin-
ity, served the Sebec (Maine) Village Community 
Christian Church from 2003 until shortly before 
her death last July at the age of 89. In fact, she 

preached her last sermon less than two weeks 
before she passed away. 

Violette and her late husband, Bob, were 
grade-school sweethearts who were married for 44 
years, but never had children. Her longtime friend 
and the executor of her will, Sharon McKusick,  
says Violette chose to leave the bulk of her estate 
to several of the schools she went to, and Fisher 
is among the lucky beneficiaries. “She was always 
very good at school,” McKusick says, “and she 
always loved school.”

Although Violette didn’t specify how she 
wanted her bequest to be used, McKusick is sure 
she would be pleased to know the college she 
attended so long ago will benefit.

Photograph by Christopher Churchill

Beatrice Helen McKusick 
Violette ’53 Remembered 
Fisher in Her Will

Violette’s 1953 Fisher Junior College yearbook photo.

Donor 
Profile

“Without Fisher, I 
wouldn’t have had 
the opportunity or 
means to experience 
as much as I did in 
just four short years. 
It feels great to be 
able to help another 
student have those 
same opportunities”
DELIA BRIMMER ’14
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Artifact

Photograph by Christopher Churchill

Dr. Scott Adams Fisher enjoyed entertain-
ing, whether that meant a reception for 
prospective students and their parents, 
holding a Rotary Club meeting, or throw-
ing a holiday party for faculty and staff of 

Fisher College. A get-together might well 
include refreshments served on a plate 
commemorating the gracious marble 
staircase at 118 Beacon St., the building 
the College bought from the Henry Par-

sons King family in 1939. Commissioned 
during Dr. Fisher’s first stint as President 
in the 1970s, the collection of 64 plates 
was made in England by the venerable 
Wedgwood company. —Paula M. Bodah

Next Steps
1 / The staircase at 118 Beacon 
is one of only two free-floating 
marble staircases in the U.S. 
2 / It has 32 steps. 3 / It was 
crafted in Italy and shipped in 
three sections to be installed 
in the Boston house. 4 / Both 
Henry Parsons King and his 
wife, Alice, were waked under 
the stairs after their deaths.  
5 / The College displays its 
holiday tree under the stairs.

PLATE COMMEMORATING  
THE STAIRCASE AT 118 BEACON

BEQUEST 
A gift made through a will is a simple  

and high-impact way to support Fisher College 
and can be for a specific amount,  

a percentage, or a residual portion.

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 
A donor may earn income throughout  
their life (payable quarterly) based on  

their age and the amount of the  
contribution. A minimum contribution  
of $10,000 is required. Tax advantages  
include a partial tax exemption on the  

annuity income and a charitable  
income tax deduction for a portion  

of the contribution.

ASSIGNMENT 
Insurance policies and retirement  
benefits such as pensions and IRA  

accounts can be assigned by naming  
Fisher College as the beneficiary.

TRUST 
A trust allows the donor to use  

stocks and other assets—and receive  
current tax benefits—while declaring  

their commitment to Fisher.

RESTRICTED ENDOWMENT 
This is a durable gift made with  

a specific purpose.

We would be honored to have a conversation about how you can make a difference  
through a planned gift. We invite you to contact the Office of Advancement and Alumni Engagement 

at 617-670-4419 or moliveira@fisher.edu or visit fisher.edu/give.

Leave your mark on the future of Fisher.

Are you ready to make a difference to  
Fisher students for generations to come?

Planned gifts offer special opportunities to support Fisher College. Solidifying the future  
of Fisher can be simple and satisfying—and make a difference in the lives of many students.  

A planned or deferred gift is one that is planned for today and allocated at a future date through  
a bequest, assignment, trust, charitable gift annuity, or restricted endowment. 




