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Coventry Board of Education 
Coventry, Connecticut 

 
Regular Board of Education Meeting  

Approved Minutes of Thursday, October 28, 2021 
Administration Building Conference Room 

 
Board of Education Members Present: 
Jennifer Beausoleil, Chairperson 
William Oros, Vice-Chairperson 
Eugene Marchand, Secretary 
Mary Kortmann 
Michael Sobol 
Christina Williams 
Robert Williams 
 
Also Present:  Celia Delvecchio, Board of Education Student Representative 
 
Administrators Present: 
Dr. David J. Petrone, Superintendent of Schools 
Robert Carroll, Director of Finance and Operations 
 
Audience:  Dena DeJulius, CNH Principal; Joseph Blake, CHS Principal; William Trudelle, 
Director of Physical Plant and Facilities; students being recognized and their families; 
retired Chief of Police Mark Palmer; several citizens.  
 
I.  Call to Order 

J. Beausoleil called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 
 
II. Salute to the Flag 

J. Beausoleil led the salute to the flag. 
 
III.  Audience of Citizens 

Robyn Gallager, 984 Main Street, was present to speak about the upcoming elections and 
commended the Board for their work.  Her statement is attached to these minutes. 

Brad Manning, 110 Paden Road, was present to speak about the mask mandate, which is set 
at the state level, and wanted to show support for the Board and district and for the work 
that is being done.  He thanked the Board for keeping students safe. 

Jennifer Petro,17 Debra Drive, was present to thank the Board for the work they are 
doing.  She also wanted to give commendations to GHR and the support they are showing to 
students with disabilities.   

Emma Eaton, 41 Sean Circle, congratulated Chief Palmer on his retirement. She also 
congratulated the students present for receiving the CAPSS awards.  Additionally, she 
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thanked the Board members who are leaving and those who hope to continue on the 
Board.  

William Hall, 1022 Grant Hill Road, was present to talk in favor of unmasking students.  His 
statement is attached to these minutes. 

Rose Hierl, 100 Eric Drive, spoke in support of masks in schools. 
 
IV.  Report of Superintendent 

Dr. Petrone spoke about a few items happening around the district, region, and state.   
 
A. Information: Recognition of Mark Palmer, Retired Coventry Chief of Police 

Dr. Petrone talked about his working relationship with Ret. Chief Palmer.  He thanked him 
for his dedication and support.  The Board Chair thanked Mr. Palmer for his partnership.  E. 
Marchand talked about the outstanding job done on behalf of the community. 

Mr. Palmer thanked Dr. Petrone for his collaboration throughout the years and the Board 
for the recogntion. 
 
B.  Information: Student Recognition - CAPSS Superintendent Student Awards with 
CNH Students, Celina Cunha and James Elliott; CHS Students, Nicholas Wesoloskie 
and Cassandra Hierl 

Dr. Petrone talked about the award and the qualifications needed to receive this award.  He 
introduced Ms. DeJulius, who spoke about eighth grade students Celina Cunha and James 
Elliott.  Mr. Blake spoke about CHS seniors Nicholas Wesoloskie and Cassandra Hierl.   
C. Williams said how awesome these students are.  E. Marchand thanked the parents for 
their hard work. 
 
C. Information:  Coventry Board of Education CABE Board of Distinction Award 2021 

Dr. Petrone gave congratulations to the Board for receiving the recent Board of Distinction 
Level II award through CABE.   
 
D. Information: Student Board of Education Representative Report 

Celia Delvecchio talked about athletics at CHS, spirit week, and how many things are 
turning back to normal at the schools.  
 
V. Report of Chairman 

J. Beausoleil remind people of the vote on November 2.  She thanked Dr. Petrone for the 
recognition celebration held earlier for the Board.  She talked about her visit to the Current 
Issues class at CHS. 
 
VII.  VOTE: Approval of Minutes 

A. Approve Tabled Minutes of September 30, 2021 

MOTION: To approve the tabled minutes of September 30, 2021 as revised 
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 By:  E. Marchand Seconded:  W. Oros 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
B.  Approve the Minutes of October 14, 2021 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of October 14, 2021 
 By:  C. Williams Seconded:  E. Marchand 
 Result:  Motion passes 6-0-1 (W. Oros abstained) 
 
VII.  Old Business 

A. Information: Microgrid Update 

Dr. Petrone said there is not much to report, as meetings have been cancelled.   
 
B. Information and Possible VOTE:  Approve the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
FY2023 - FY2027 

J. Beausoleil asked for questions. 

C.Williams asked for clarification on the priorities. W. Trudelle and M. Kortmann explained 
how the priorities work by year. 

The Board talked about the items on the CIP list and specifically the School Building 
Committee items.   

R. Williams asked about the maintenance truck and didn't we just purchase one.  W. 
Trudelle said that was the utility vehicle.   

MOTION: To approve the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) FY2023 - FY2027 as 
submitted 

 By:  W. Oros Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
C. Discussion and Possible VOTE: Approve NEW Policy 1325.1 Advertising at District 
Athletic Fields 

MOTION: To approve 1325.1 Advertising at District Athletic Fields 
 By:  E. Marchand Seconded:  W. Oros 
 Result:  Motion passes 6-0-1 (J. Beausoleil abstained) 
 
D. Discussion and Possible VOTE(s) -  Approve Policy Revisions 
1231 Non-Discrimination - Community 
1241 Volunteers, Interns and other Non-employees 
1250 Visitors and Observations in Schools 
1330 Use of School Facilities 
3514 Green Cleaning Programs  
3541 Transportation 
3542 Model Code of Conduct Governing Procurements Under A Federal Award 
4115.3 Athletic Coaches - Evaluation, Non-Renewal, and Termination 
4116.1 Non-Discrimination  - Personnel 
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4116.2 - Prohibition of Sex Discrimination and Sexual Harassment in the Workplace 
4116.11 Section 504 ADA 
5122.2 Non-Discrimination - Students 
5127 Graduation Requirements 
5131 - Title IX Prohibition of Sex Discrimination and Sexual Harassment 
5131.7 Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy 
5131.71 Safe School Climate Plan 
5131.72 Child Sexual Abuse and-or Sexual Assault Response Policy and Reporting 
Procedure  
5145.4 Student Privacy 
6146.1 Weighted Grading and Calculation of Grade Point Averages 

MOTION:  To accept all policies for revisions under item VIII. D on the agenda that 
were discussed at length at the last meeting 

 By:  E. Marchand Seconded:  W. Oros 

 Friendly ammendment by C. Williams to exclude policy 5144 Student Discipline 
from the group vote was accepted by E. Marchand. 

 Result:  Motion passed unanimously 
 
5144 Student Discipline 

C. Williams asked that we move health and covid protocol language out of the policy.   

J. Beausoleil explained the process and noted the language could be reviewed at any time.   

M. Sobol said it is covered by whatever the health and safety protocols are at the time.  

M. Kortmann said the sentence does not note COVID-19 specifically; it states the district's 
health and safety protocols need to be followed whatever they are at the time. 

Dr. Petrone said this is generic language that allows us to adapt. 

E. Marchand agreed with M. Sobol.  He said this is enabling language, giving the district the 
ability to manage.   

C. Williams said she is concerned about the discipline chain, without a clear definition.   

Dr. Petrone said a student would not be brought to expulsion for violating these protocols, 
unless a life was threatened.   

C. Williams said this is not clear and unambiguous language.  

M. Sobol said this language is not backing anyone into a corner.  

M. Kortmann noted the current health and safety protocols are listed in the 2021 
Reopening Plan.   

J. Beausoleil added, they are everywhere; teachers review them, they are in the handbooks, 
etc. 

R. Williams said since there is a defined section in the reopening plan, could we have a 
separate document that states those protocols.  J. Beausoleil said that would be an 
unnecessary and complex task. 
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J. Beausoleil noted there was not consensus to change the policy.  

MOTION: To approve revisions to policy 5144 Student Discipline 
 By:  E. Marchand Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
 Result:  Motion passes 5-2 (C. Williams and R. Williams against) 
 
IX. New Business 

A. Information and VOTE:  Approve the 2022 Regular Board Meeting Dates 

MOTION: Approve the 2022 BOE meeting dates 
 By:  W. Oros Seconded:  M. Sobol 

 Discussion:  C. Williams asked about the June dates and if one should be closer to 
the end of the month. M. Sobol said a meeting could be added if needed. The 
Board talked about summer meeting dates.  E. Marchand noted that special 
meetings are added if needed. 

 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
X. Report of Board Members 

A. Information: Transportation Committee Report, Meeting of October 26, 2021 

M. Sobol reviewed the Transportation Committee meeting and noted the Administrative 
Regulation that was revised.  M. Sobol talked about the positive relationship with M&J. 
 
XI.  Adjournment 

MOTION:  To adjourn the meeting at 9:09 p.m. 
 By:  R. Williams Seconded:  W. Oros 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kimberlee Arey Delorme 
Board Clerk 
 
Approved: November 11, 2021 
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