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Coventry Board of Education 
Coventry, Connecticut 

 
Regular Board of Education Meeting 

Approved Minutes of Thursday, August 26, 2021 
Administration Building Conference Room 

 
Board Members Present: 
Jennifer Beausoleil, Chairperson    
Eugene Marchand, Secretary    
Mary Kortmann  
Michael Sobol  
Christina Williams  
 
Board Members Absent: 
William Oros, Vice-Chairperson    
Robert Williams 
 
Administrators Present: 
Dr. David J. Petrone, Superintendent of Schools 
Robert Carroll, Director of Finance and Operations 
William Trudelle, Director of Physical Plant and Facilities 
 
Audience Members Present: Several citizens were present. 
 
I.  Call to Order 

J. Beausoleil called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
J. Beausoleil set the ground rules for the meeting: masks are required, Audience of Citizens 
addresses are limited to 5 minutes and the Chair has the right to limit further.  
 
II. Salute to the Flag 

J. Beausoleil led the salute to the flag.  

 
III.  Audience of Citizens 

J. Beausoleil read the one email sent in for Audience of Citizens, from Caroline Davis, which 
is attached to these minutes.   

Jacquline Marion of 61 Laurel Drive was present with her children, Bishop and Kortman. 
They spoke against wearing masks in school.  The statements are attached to these 
minutes. 

Dawn Vieira of 337 Swamp Road was present to speak against wearing masks in school, the 
statement is attached to these minutes.  
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William Hall of 1022 Grant Hill Road was present to speak against wearing masks in school. 
He thanked the Board for having in-person learning in 2020-21. 

Caroline Davis of 302 Pine Lake Drive, whose letter is attached, was also present to talk 
about being in favor of masks in school. 

Elizabeth Bauch of 110 Seagraves Road was present to announce, as of September 1, 
Coventry Bridges, the special education parent group she created, will no longer exist. Her 
comments are attached to these minutes. 

Sarah Cook of 253 Stonehouse Road was present to speak against wearing masks in school. 

Andrew Menard of 441 Merrow Road was present to speak against wearing masks in 
school. His comments are attached to these minutes.   
 

IV. Report of Superintendent 

Dr. Petrone shared information on various topics in the district, including the recent 
tropical storm, work over the summer, and professional development activities that take 
place in August. 
 
A. Information:  Opening the 2021-2022 School Year – Update 

Dr. Petrone reviewed the Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services 
Plan 2021-22 and shared a related presentation, both of which are available on the 
district's website. 

There was discussion about various topics, including the following:  

 Pick up and drop off - will look the same at CGS 
 Parent/teacher conference - will be virtual 
 Open Houses - will be virtual 
 Physical Education will be outside when permitable 
 Quarantining - less time needed 
 Vaccinations - required for staff 
 Cleaning - UV lights will continue 
 Lunches - will look the same 
 Room parents - will happen, with vaccination  
 Masks - required 
 Snacks - allowed 
 Birthday - non food treats allowed 
 Substitues - one designated person for each site 

M. Kortmann noted that enrollment looks good.  Dr. Petrone agreed.  J. Beausoleil said there 
is an increase of nearly 60 students. 
 
X. Report of Chairman 

J. Beausoleil thanked the audience members who shared their feedback on a very difficult 
choice that exists in the community.  She said she appreciated their positive behavior. 
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J. Beausoleil talked about the summer coming to a close and noted the excitement of school 
starting again.  She noted her appreciation for the work done on the re-entry plan and 
readying the schools for the start of the year. 

J. Beausoleil mentioned the professional development that was conducted for the Board 
this evening, related to Title IX and FERPA. 

She also mentioned the CABE/CAPSS Convention, taking place on November 12. 
 
VI. Communications 

J. Beausoleil noted the attachment, which was the letter regarding using the 1% account to 
repair the airconditioning compressor at the LMC. 
 
VII. VOTE: Approval of Minutes 

VII. A. Approve Minutes of July 29, 2021 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of July 29, 2021 
 By:  E. Marchand Seconded: M. Sobol 
 Result:  Motion passes 3-0-2 (M. Kortmann and C. Williams abstained) 
 
VIII. Old Business 

Information: Facilities Projects Update 

W. Trudelle shared a presentation with the Board of the various facilities projects that took 
place over the summer [presentation available on the district's website]. 

M. Kortmann asked about the condition of the Pietrantonio field.  Mr. Trudelle said it is in 
good shape. 
 
VIII. A. I. Information and Possible VOTE:  Microgrid Update 

Dr. Petrone said this item is just a placeholder, as there is not much new to share.  Mr. 
Carroll talked about conflicts of interest between the legal teams, which are being worked 
out. 
 
IX. New Business 

IX. A. Information and Possible VOTE:  Use of Remote Learning on Two Inclement 
Weather Days 

J. Beausoleil talked about last year's pilot of using remote learning days on snow days.  She 
said tonight the Board can decide to consider using up to two days of remote learning on 
inclement weather days. 

Dr. Petrone reviewed the survey data, noting about 71% of parents wanted to do some type 
of remote learning on snow days. 

MOTION: To authorize the Superintendent to allow for remote learning on up to two 
inclement weather days during the 2021-22 school year 

 By. M. Kortmann Seconded:  E. Marchand 
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Discussion:  C. Williams said she likes traditional snow days, and would like to 
see these remote days used later, after a couple of real snow days.  M. Kortmann 
said there are storms when you know there will be more than one day closed 
and she would like to see it split.  She said since we can only use two, she would 
like to see them used when there are multiple snowy days together.   M. Sobol 
said at first he was against the remote snow days, but in the end it worked out 
well, especially because they were half days and he appreciated that the students 
were out earlier in June.  He stated that he is for using two days as remote.   

Dr. Petrone, from a Superintendent's point of view, said he likes the idea of using 
the days up front. 

J. Beausoleil said she would like to see them get used before February vacation, 
so vacations are not disrupted.  

E. Marchand was in favor of leaving it up to Dr. Petrone. 

M. Sobol said he believes Dr. Petrone has heard the feedback and will use his 
best judgement.   The majority of the Board agreed. 

Result:  Motion carries 4-1 (C. Williams against) 
 
IX. B. Information and Discussion: Policies for Revision (To be warned for a VOTE at a 
future Board meeting) 

IX. B. 1. 1252 - Possession of Deadly Weapons or Firearms 

E. Marchand reviewed the legislative language added by Shipman and Goodwin. 

There were no questions; there was consensus for the policy to move forward to the full 
Board. 
 
IX. B. 2. 9150 - Official Duties – Chairperson 

E. Marchand reviewed the language added to this policy. 

C. Williams said all feedback is usually included in an evaluation even though not everyone 
agrees.  She said this language limits the good conversation.  E. Marchand disagreed and 
stated that this clarifies what we already do and confirms that the Board has to agree on 
what is included.  C. Willilams said it is too rigid.   

E. Marchand said language is needed.  J. Beausoleil reminded the Board that the 
Superintendent's evaluation is not confidential.  M. Sobol said he likes that this language 
says it can't be just the Board Chair.  The Board discussed these different opinions. 

E. Marchand asked that we move it forward, based on the Policy Committee being 
unanimous.  C. Williams said she would like to push it back to the Committee. The Board 
continued the discussion.   

J. Beausoleil asked if there were any other members who would also like to send it back.  M. 
Sobol said we have all year and there is time to consider different language. M. Kortmann 
said she would like to see it move forward, but she is not opposed to sending it back if it 
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can move along.  J. Beausoleil asked that C. Williams send her suggested language to the 
Policy Committee for their consideration. 
 
X. Report of Board Members 

A. Information:  Fiscal Committee Report - Meeting of August 26, 2021 

M. Sobol noted that all Board members were present during the meeting.  He added that it 
is still early in the year and they are hopeful things will stay on a positive track. Mr. Carroll 
noted that we have applied to the FCC for some e-rate funding and it will be a little while 
before we hear about it.  He said that the ARP/ESSER grant was submitted as well.   
 
XI. Adjournment 

MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 10:06 p.m. 
 By:  C. Williams Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Kimberlee Arey Delorme 
Board Clerk 
 
Approved: September 9, 2021 



From: Caroline Davis
To: audienceBOE
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In Support of School Masking
Date: Sunday, August 8, 2021 11:02:23 PM

To the Coventry Board of Education,

I would like to address my fears regarding the “Unmask Our Children” campaign and 
express my overwhelming support for a mask mandate inside all school buildings during 
the 2021-2022 school year. My concerns do require an understanding of some basic 
neuroscience, but I’ll do my best to keep the explanations clear and concise. I am a teacher 
with a Masters degree in Child Development with an emphasis on neuropsychological 
development and evaluation, and educational therapy. In short, I studied the brain and its 
many complex roles in learning, memory, language, and behavior. This background has 
been crucial to my understanding of how covid impacts the brain now, and for considering 
how it may impact the brain in the future.

The least discussed and most terrifying aspects of covid are its neurological symptoms and 
their similarities to those of Alzheimer’s Disease(*). This specifically includes loss of smell, 
brain fog, language retrieval problems, and other memory problems. It’s crucial to this 
conversation that you understand that our sense of smell (via the olfactory center of the 
brain) is directly connected to our hippocampus. The hippocampus does two absolutely 
critical things: (1) forming, storing, and retrieving long and short term memories, and (2) 
regulating executive functions, which are necessary for effective high-level cognitive 
processing skills (exerting impulse- and self-control, accessing and utilizing working 
memory, the ability to plan ahead, judge time, organize and prioritize new information, 
etc.). Therefore, as I’m sure you have surmised, our sense of smell via the olfactory center 
is inextricably linked to our neurological ability to form, store, and retrieve memories. As 
we also all know by now, covid has been scientifically linked to both loss of smell and 
memory retrieval difficulties(**). This link implies that even fairly mild covid cases may have 
serious neurological impacts that we are unlikely to fully understand for years to come. 
Scientists can begin their studies now, but we cannot know just how detrimental covid will 
be to our brains as we age until we, well… age. 

My sister-in-law has her PhD in neuroscience and microbiology and is a research scientist 
at NYU's Neuroscience Institute in Manhattan. At the height of the early pandemic in 2020, 
she was pulled off of her own projects and asked to section the brains of hundreds of 
deceased covid patients for further research (i.e., cut them into thin slices, much like a loaf 
of bread). She has described to me many times her horror of seeing just how much 
hemorrhaging was visible throughout every single brain she sectioned. She was specifically 
distraught about the amount of hemorrhaging she found in the hippocampus of each 
brain(***), which, again, is the area critical to memory. Her concern, and mine as well, is 
that if this is what has happened to the brains of covid patients who have passed away, 
what will the brains of covid survivors look like in 5, 10, or 20 years? It is especially 
concerning for those who are long haulers, those who have permanently lost their sense of 
smell (and taste), and those who are having memory problems, but we must also consider 
those who had moderate or mild cases. Covid may not have damaged their hippocampi 
enough to have caused noticeable problems at this point in time, but again, we have no 
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idea how that past illness will play out.

Do you want to be the one to find out? Do you want your children to be the ones to find 
out? If you could drastically reduce your child's chance of experiencing something akin to 
Alzheimer’s Disease later in life, would you do it? I can’t imagine a world in which any of 
you would want that possibility hanging over yourself, let alone your children. I know you 
love and care about your children, their well being, and their futures - it's why you have 
dedicated yourselves to serving this town.

Do right by your children and their futures and require that masks be worn in their schools 
to protect them from covid. Its long term impacts will be serious and they will be scary - 
and that’s all without even getting into the numerous, long-term pulmonary and cardiac 
issues that we are already becoming too familiar with.

Show us that you not only recognize, but also truly respect the role and value of science in 
keeping our town safe and healthy, even if it’s an unpopular truth. We have all had to tell 
someone we care deeply about a hard truth. It’s not fun and it’s not easy, but do not shy 
away from scientific research and evidence. Your jobs on this council are all about stepping 
up to make the hard choices that you know will keep our children, teachers, and residents 
safe and healthy.

This really all comes down to whether to wear a piece of cloth. Please do not choose to 
actively expose our children to the potential of life-altering memory disorders over of a 
piece of cloth. Masks must be mandatory in all Coventry schools for everyone’s health and 
well-being - both now, and in twenty years.

I know this has been a long letter, so thank you for taking the time to read it, and thank 
you for respecting the safety and mental and physical health of the many students and 
teachers in our town.

Respectfully,
Caroline Davis
302 Pine Lake Drive

(*): https://www.alz.org/aaic/releases_2021/covid-19-cognitive-impact.asp
(**): https://www.cedars-sinai.org/blog/covid-19-brain-fog.html
(***): https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/04/covid-19-damages-brain-
without-infecting-it-study-suggests
(****) https://www.pnas.org/content/114/30/7892

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.alz.org%2faaic%2freleases_2021%2fcovid-19-cognitive-impact.asp&c=E,1,k3-ehFRh9a4varT6_Bc4zvRel98TSIw19R65QsXwx86OOxZkT2x96Z6r8hWP3NVusXl4qCKvKBXM-wT635a6vw1D7rXtvhsK0T7DR_6E4_Zn_WA0RriannfY8QTh&typo=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cedars-sinai.org%2fblog%2fcovid-19-brain-fog.html&c=E,1,FTnF7BmjAnXcUQcp-9ryHTGjstl2h9S6kuS9_4OEe_N1mKIHcnDgAFan3Clae6PKoj0pQf2F4bMRiFTlOrf1R5R-fzwlD6ZZW8ToKfkzEs8O5LM,&typo=0
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/04/covid-19-damages-brain-without-infecting-it-study-suggests
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/04/covid-19-damages-brain-without-infecting-it-study-suggests
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.pnas.org%2fcontent%2f114%2f30%2f7892&c=E,1,iiwPV_Q0jXJTz46zNRwwp0Y0pZMkbwSYnQfRGDoBZpPyly7HSZ4SUFEKHSCw4Dg-ntCQ95qfgIrKt_G_64NavInewercyM6SShkx5NFVoEj3pm5jxHmW5w,,&typo=0
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