National Native American Heritage Month
Atelihai in Inuktitut! Aaniish naa in Eastern Ojibwe!
Hello in English! Yá’át’ééh in Navajo! Halito in Choctaw!

NATIVE
AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

Let’s celebrate Native American Heritage Month with the many
wonderful languages of the American Indigenous people. In
this list, you will find Indigenous authors and stories for
everyone in your family. Students can check out these books
from the HB Library or from your local library. Whether book,
eBook, or audiobook, reading helps your imagination grow.
♥ HB Librarians

Indigenous Authors
Louise Erdrich

Julie Flett

(Young Adult / Middle / Older Children)

(Children)

A member of the Turtle Mountain
Band of Chippewa and the author of
many novels as well as volumes of
poetry, children’s books, and a
memoir. Many students have read her Birchwood House
novel. Her novel The Round House, Love Medicine and
LaRose have all received awards. Erdrich is the owner of
Birchbark Books, a small independent bookstore. Her most
recent book, The Night Watchman, won the Pulitzer Prize.

A Cree-Métis
author and
illustrator,
known
for
her work in children's literature centered around the life and
cultures of Indigenous Canadians. Flett is best known for her
illustrations in books such as Little You, and When We were
Alone, as well as for her written work in books such as
Birdsong.

Cynthia Leitich Smith (Middle

Robin Wall Kimmerer

/ Young Adult)

(Middle / Young Adult)

A citizen of the Muscogee
Nation, which is the fourth
largest Native American
tribe, a NSK Neustadt
Laureate, & NYT bestselling author. Cynthia has received
many awards for her novels Hearts Unbroken, Ancestor
Approved: Intertribal Stories For Kids, and Sisters Of The
Neversea. Her debut tween novel Rain Is Not My Indian
Name was named one of the 30 Most Influential Children’s
Books of All Time by Book Riot. Her 2023 releases are the YA
novel Harvest House and the MG graphic novel, The Blue
Stars: Mission One: The Vice Principal Problem, co-authored
by Kekla Magoon.

A mother, scientist, professor, and
enrolled member of the Citizen
Potawatomi Nation. She is the
author of Braiding Sweetgrass:
Indigenous
Wisdom,
Scientific
Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants, which has earned
Kimmerer wide acclaim. Her first book, Gathering Moss: A
Natural and Cultural History of Mosses, was awarded the John
Burroughs Medal for outstanding nature writing. In 2022,
Braiding Sweetgrass was adapted for young adults by Monique
Gray Smith. This edition reinforces how wider ecological
understanding stems from listening to the earth’s oldest
teachers: the plants around us.

Brittany Luby

Tommy Orange (Young Adult)

(Young Adult / Middle / Children)

She is the many - greats granddaughter
of Chief Kawitaskung, an Anishinaabe
leader who signed the North-West
Angle Treaty of 1873. With a pen
stroke, Kawitaskung agreed to share parts of what is now
northwestern Ontario with settlers and their descendants.
Because of her many-greats grandfather, Brittany believes
that ink is a powerful tool. The words we write lay the
foundation for our future. Brittany writes for social justice.
Her works include Encounter, and Dammed.
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He is a citizen of the Cheyenne and
Arapaho tribes, one of the many
brilliant Indigenous authors to come
out of Oklahoma. In his debut novel,
twelve
characters
from
Native
communities are traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow, and
they’re all connected – though they don’t yet know it. There
There is one of the best Indigenous books for showcasing the
diversity of stories within these communities, expanding our
definition of what it means to be “Native.”

Books can be accessed in several formats

Physical Book
Mac’s Backs Book Store($) ~ Amazon($)

eBook
CLEVNET Library ~ Amazon Kindle($)

👂

Audiobook
CLEVNET Library ~ Amazon Audible($)

Book covers used under the Fair Use provision. *Summaries provided by publisher or author

National Native American Heritage Month

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OUR LIBRARIANS
An Indigenous Peoples' History of the
United States for Young People
by Mendoza, Reese, and Dunbar-Ortiz
(YA) Going beyond the story of America as a
country “discovered” by a few brave men in
the “New World,” Indigenous human rights
advocate Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz reveals the
roles that settler colonialism and policies of
American Indian genocide played in forming
our national identity.
Notable native people : 50 indigenous
leaders, dreamers, and changemakers
from past and present by Keene
(YA/MG/Older children) An illustrated
book profiling 50 notable American
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian people, from NBA star Kyrie
Irving of the Standing Rock Lakota to
Wilma Mankiller, the first female
principal chief of the Cherokee Nation.
An American Indian Library Association Youth Literature
Award Young Adult Honor Book!

#NotYourPrincess : voices of Native
American women
edited by Charleyboy and Leatherdale
(YA) Whether looking back to a troubled
past or welcoming a hopeful future, the
powerful voices of Indigenous women
across North America resound in this
book. #NotYourPrincess presents an
eclectic collection of poems, essays,
interviews, and art that combine to
express the experience of being a Native woman.
Two roads by Joseph Bruchac
(Middle Grade) It's 1932, and Cal Black and
his Pop have been riding the rails for years
after losing their farm in the Great
Depression. Cal likes being a "knight of the
road" with Pop, even if they're broke. But then
Pop has to go to Washington, DC and Pop
tells Cal something he never knew before: Pop
is actually a Creek Indian, which means Cal is
too. And Pop has decided to send Cal to a
government boarding school for Native Americans in
Oklahoma called the Challagi School.

Misewa saga Graphic novel series
by David A. Robertson
(Middle Grade) Morgan and Eli, two
Indigenous children forced away from their
families and communities, are brought
together in a foster home in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. They each feel disconnected,
from their culture and each other, and
struggle to fit in at school and at their new
home -- until they find a secret place,
walled off in an unfinished attic bedroom.
I Sang You Down From the Stars

by Tasha Spillett - Sumner
(Children) She creates a sacred
bundle- A white feather, cedar and
sage, a stone from the river . . .each
addition to the bundle will offer the
new baby strength and connection to
tradition, family, and community. As
they grow together, mother & baby
will each have gifts for each other.

At the Mountain's Base
by Traci Sorell
(Children) With an author's note that
pays homage to the true history of
Native
American
U.S.
service
members like WWII pilot Ola Mildred
"Millie" Rexroat, this is a story that
reveals the roots that ground us, the
dreams that help us soar, and the
people and traditions that hold us up.

The First Blade of Sweetgrass
by Suzanne Greenlaw &
Gabriel Frey
(Children) In this Own Voices Native
American picture book story, a
modern Wabanaki girl is excited to
accompany her grandmother for the
first time to harvest sweetgrass for
basket making.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mhlio69H9Wk&list=PL4LZu375VpS2UGJjBWfunANG9KOmKHsEA&index=7&t=7s
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