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Feline lower urinary tract 
disease (FLUTD)

 FLUTD includes bacterial urinary tract infections, 
bladder crystals and stones, and a common syndrome 
called “idiopathic cystitis.”  Causes painful spasms.

SIGNS: Frequent urination or straining, urinating 
outside the litter box, frequent licking of the genital 
area, prolonged squatting whether inside or outside 
the litter box, vocalizing/crying while urinating, and 
blood in the urine.

Mouth disorders
Many painful oral disorders include ulcers, stomatitis (inflammation 
of the mouth and gums) and feline odontoclastic resorptive lesions 
(deteriorated teeth with erosions developing at the base that
need extracting). 

SIGNS: Chronic bad breath, excessive drooling, teeth grinding, 
bright red gums and difficulty swallowing. Loss of appetite may 
occur, depending on the severity.

Arthritis 
When a joint’s smooth cartilage breaks down painful
wear and tear can occur, leading to arthritis, commonly 
affecting elbow joints or spine; other joints may be affected. 
Cats of all ages can be affected. Cats feel constant pain in the 
joints, making it difficult to move. 

SIGNS: Stiffness, limited movement, trouble getting up, 
lying down, walking, climbing, jumping, difficulty getting 
into a litter box, standing up while eliminating, constipation, 
eliminating outside the litter box, muscle loss, joint swelling 
and a grating sound in a joint.
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Eye ulcers

Repetitively squinting, irritated-looking eyes, or 
excessive tearing may indicate a corneal ulcer. This 
occurs when layers of the cornea are damaged; these 
ulcers are classified as either superficial or deep.

SIGNS: Watery eyes; squinting; pawing at the eyes; 
eye discharge; red, irritated eyes; sensitivity to 
light; a filmy layer over the eye; a tendency to keep 
an eye closed longer than normal.
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Blood clots

A blood clot forms in the heart, pumps through the 
aorta and out into the circulatory system, traveling 
to blood vessels that supply the rear legs, preventing 
blood flow. Lack of blood supply to muscles causes 
pain, weakness and sometimes complete paralysis. 
Thrombosis of the femoral arteries is often the first 
sign of serious heart disease in cats.

SIGNS: The most obvious sign of thrombosis is 
difficulty walking, sometimes dragging the hind 
legs, cold rear paw pads and increased vocalization.

AVERAGE TREATMENT COST*

$441

AVERAGE TREATMENT COST*

$292

AVERAGE TREATMENT COST*

$196
AVERAGE TREATMENT COST*

$436

AVERAGE TREATMENT COST*

$372
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!If you suspect your cat is in pain, 
contact your veterinarian immediately. 

Diagnoses and treatment will vary
based on your cat’s health.

*Nationwide claims data.
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Nationwide covers these cat conditions and more.
Get a quote at PetsNationwide.com • 877-738-7874 

For more pet health and safety tips, visit MyPetHealthZone.com


