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5.3 Diagnostic Assessment Data to Assist 
with Identifying Student Needs

Terms

Screener Assessments - are  the first step in determining 
students' readiness for on-grade level instruction. It is a brief 
initial step in identifying children who may need extra or 
alternative forms of instruction to make adequate progress in 
reading and/or in need of further diagnosis.
Example screeners in use: STAR 360 and The Developmental Spelling Analysis 
(DSA)

Diagnostic Assessments - help teachers plan instruction and 
determine possible intervention strategies related to the needs 
of the student. These assessments could be used if a student is 
performing above or below on-grade level instruction.
Example diagnostic assessments in use: Acadience,  CORE Phonics Survey, Informal 
Decoding Inventory
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Mastery of Features Based on 
Developmental Spelling Assessment 

ENCODING



Student Snapshots
Fall

Spring



September 2021
Letter Name Spelling Assessment (lowest level)- 13/25 
words correct
Within Word Spelling Assessment- 0/25 words correct

December 2021
Letter Name Spelling Assessment - 25/25 words correct  

June 2022
Within Word Spelling Assessment -
20/25 words correct

September June



https://youtu.be/LLNxTmk6ju0

