
 

Greenwich Public Schools Curriculum Overview 
 
Course Name: Public Speaking 
  
Personalized learning is achieved through standards-based, rigorous 
and relevant curriculum that is aligned to digital tools and resources.  
 

 
Note: Teachers retain professional discretion in how the learning is presented based on the 
needs and interests of their students.  

Course Description 
Communications courses offer students specialized training in specific communications skills.  
Students may select only ONE course from this group as part of their English graduation 
requirements. Students may elect additional courses to meet an elective requirement. In a 
coordinated K12 effort, GPS is committed to helping students develop the academic, personal, 
and interpersonal capacities established in the Vision of the Graduate.  The English department 
provides opportunities for students to practice and refine these skills within each of its courses. 
 
The Public Speaking course offers students instruction and practice in a variety of speeches: 
demonstration, persuasion, argumentation, information, and debate. The student learns 
listening as well as speaking skills and will engage in a variety of projects designed to promote 
growth and awareness in all areas of presentation. Students critically evaluate speeches and 
offer and receive feedback. 

Enduring Understandings 
- A speaker uses the writing process to develop and improve communication. 

- One manipulates the spoken word to effectively convey ideas for different purposes and 
audiences. 

- A speaker determines appropriate stylistic and structural choices. 

- An expanded vocabulary and understanding of appropriate language conventions improve 
communication skills. 

- Being an active and engaged member of a collaborative learning community aids in the 
development of one’s communication skills. 

Standards 
Common Core State Standards 
 
Reading 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2: Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on 
one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3: Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to 
develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is 
particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.5: Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an 
author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.6: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in 
which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
 
Speaking/Listening  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CCSS.ELA.Literacy.SL.9-10.3: Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of 
evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
Language Conventions 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Performance Tasks 
Speaking and Listening 
Students will… 

- Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate.  

- Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

- Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 



and tone used. 
- Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

- Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 
among the data. 

- Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest. 

 
Language Conventions 
Students will… 

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

- Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 

- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

- Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

- Acquire and use accurate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering 
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Instructional Resources 
The Art of Public Speaking, 
Student Workbook: The Art of Public Speaking 
AmericanRhetoric.com 
Online resources including articles, instructional videos, speeches, stc. 

Major Units 
- Listening as a Means to Communicate 
- Demonstrative - The How-to Speech 
- The Elements of Persuasion 
- Making Your Case through Argument 
- The Art of Informing 
- No Debating the Value of Debate 
- Impromptu - Ready at All Times 
- The Many Facets of Public Presentation 
- Additional unit(s) with text(s) selected from Instructional Resources 
- Independent Reading 
- Required Sequence of Grammar for 11th/12th grade 
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