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Welcome Back Rebels!
 BY GIULIANA SCARTOZZI

Hello and welcome to the very first edition of the 2022-

2023 Larson Free Press, a place where the students

learn the when and where of the community. And as you

know it’s almost Halloween And if you need ways to get

in the spirit check out holiday traditions,  and a big

thanks to my (spooktacular) team: Mrs. Ulewicz, Merisa

Grebovic, Haasini Venisetty, Sadhana Chandra, Avneet

Cheema, Faith Cotton, Ada Dogramacilar, Maruska

Kadous, Amelia Lazaris, Kang Li, Gianna Madden-Klein,

Lakshya Matele, Lydia Orlik, Abigail Piro, Donovan

Powell, Somali Rana, Nikhil Rao, Giuliana Scartozzi,

Bennett Smitka, Christine Thomas, Jasmine Thomas,

and Akshara Venisetty.

Happy Halloween Rebels!



Let’s learn about
Our community

Greenfield Village 

Rebel Café  is a club students joined in order to
create a tasty breatfast for students and
teachers.  Last Tuesday on the 18th, students
opened the Rebel Café at 7:20 am for the first
time this year!  Students cooked and served
delicious pancakes and hot chocolate!  Free
coffee was also included for all stuff members!  
 Rebel Café will open again twice this year, don’t
miss the upcoming dates!

Hurricane Ian 

Diversity Club is a club that encourages students
to learn about diversity and share their culture in

our community.  The students design a board
near the office that they decorate for different

holidays!  The club is run by Mrs. Stys and Mrs.
Garavanta and they are looking for more

members!  See them if you have any questions or
want to join.

 

Rebel Cafe is Back! Diversity Club

CNN 10
 

Hurricane Ian is a devastating storm that hit Florida and
has affected millions of lives. Not just in Florida, but across

the country as well. Residents had to evacuate from their
homes and leave all their personal belongings, which they

hold dear to themselves. The damage this storm has had
has been tremendous and is worth billions of dollars. Mrs.

Stanley organized a fundraiser to help the survivors of this
storm here at Larson. Then the money was given to the
Red Cross to help the people affected. Be sure to keep

these people in mind. 

As most of you know, Carl Azuz has been an anchor for
CNN 10 for many years now. He was the highlight of the
show, from his funny jokes to tributes, Carl had it all.
But when this school year started, Carl did not return.
Many people started making assumptions about what
happened to Carl and raising concerns about his
absence. But it appears that Carl has left CNN 10. We
don't know the reasons behind this, but some think
that he quit, was fired, promoted, etc. and we may
never know. Regardless of this tragedy, we will all keep
the memories we have with Carl, sacred. 

By: Faith Cotton

By: Avneet Cheema

By: Amelia Lazaris
On Thursday, September 29th, the 8th graders took
a field trip to Greenfield Village. It was for a history

project: they were there to learn about early America
and how life was life back then. The project revolved

around photos, so for fun they also held a photo
contest. The categories were: most imaginative, best
promotion of Greenfield Village, and best depiction

of history. Here are our winners! Congratulations!

Here's what students have to say about the trip:
"It was fun seeing all the horses and people acting

like it was a real town. It was very authentic and
interesting." - Faith Cotton

"I liked walking around and looking at the historical
buildings. I also really liked the Thomas Edison

workplace." - Sadhana Chandra

#32: Most
Imaginative - Ava
Jabour
#61: Best Depiction
of History - Nina
Suttatti
#13: Best Promotion
- Erynna Holbrook



6th Grade: Mrs. Mendola   

STUDENT  S POT L I G H T  

Larson Lights 

Students say Mrs. Garver is very kind
and she makes everyone feel safe and

happy while learning!      

If you were still a kid,
what would

 you dress up as this
Halloween?     

Question of
the Month:  

     “If I was a kid I would be a
ballerina.

 Like a SUPER PROFESSIONAL one!”      

Students say Mrs. Mendola is a cool and funny
teacher. They like the fun way she teaches!     

6th Grade: Mrs. Garver   

6th Grade: Nolan Bieniek  

6th Grade: Aiden Gucaj 

7th Grade: Tala Sabra   8th Grade: Caleb Nast  

8th Grade: Allison Gebal    7th Grade: Jude Stys  

Mrs. Stone nominated Nolan Bieniek for Larson
Lights pretty quickly because he is such a great

student. Nolan can often be found helping a special
needs student he sits next to in class. He is great at

building a strong relationship with a student that
may need a little more help. He is a great

embodiment and example of the Larson pillar of
Relationships. Keep the relations strong Nolan!   

Ms. Christiansen always notices Aiden Gucaj
working hard to persevere through hard times. And
even through any challenge he is thrown, he always

turns in high quality work on time that exceeds
everyone’s expectations. Aiden’s secret? Well we
don’t know exactly but Ms. Christiansen did note

how he is always being responsible for the work he
is given regardless of distractions around him. Keep

it up Aiden, and always soar above the bar!   

Mr. Ivanko nominated Caleb Nast simply
because he does everything he should.

Caleb is always being respectful towards
everyone and everything. He also always

finishes all his work on time. Caleb is a great
example of what everyone at Larson should
be and what they should stand for. Keep on

growing, Caleb! 

Ms. Parker chose Allison Gebal because of
her exemplary behavior of integrity or doing

the right thing even when no one is
watching. Along with this Allison is a great
leader in a classroom, which she respects,

full of people whom she also respects
greatly. Allison shows all of the 4 Larson

Pillars in and out of the classroom. Great
Job, Allison, and keep those pillars strong!  

Mrs. Garver chose Jude Stys for many reasons. One
of those reasons is that he’s always going above

and beyond for everything he does. No matter how
hard, Jude is always working hard to crush

expectations. But while doing this effortlessly, he
also shows creativity and problem-solving skills

along the way. Jude is also not one to shy away from
taking risks in order to do great things. Great job in

being a creative beacon for others, Jude!   

Mrs. Cain is practically best friends with Tala Sabra and
therefore notices all the things she does for her

classmates. Not only does she help everyone succeed
in the class, she is also a very approachable, kind, and
considerate person. Tala often displays her amazing
leadership abilities when a task is given to the class.

She helps everyone find a place in our big Larson
community and makes them feel welcomed. We just
want you to know Tala, everyone aspires to be you! 

8th Grade: Mr. Knaus   
T E ACHERS  S POT L I GH T  

 
 
 
 

“I would dress up as Hanna Montana because I loved
the show as a kid!”

    

8th grade students say Mr.
Knaus makes learning fun.

They love that he is funny and
sarcastic. 

“I would be a werewolf.”        



BeReal and its Impact on Social Media Platforms
By Nikhil Rao  

 If you have ever struggled with comparing yourself to people online, social media has not been great
for your wellbeing or mental health. Unfortunately, many teens and young adults suffer from this

problem. With photos of people looking like nothing they do in real life popping up on your feed every
day, it’s hard to not think you should look that way too. This has been an issue in the industry for years.

Well, there’s good news for you. A new craze has recently taken the internet by storm, coming in the
form of an app attempting to eliminate “fake” photos, looks, and lives. This app, named “BeReal,” was
created by French entrepreneurs Alexis Barreyat and Kévin Perreau. Their goal is simple, and it's even

in the app’s motto; “Your Friends, for Real.” BeReal was initially released in 2020, but only gained
mainstream attention and popularity in early to mid 2022. The app gives you a 2-minute timer at a

random time in the day to post a snapshot into your unpolished daily life. The picture simultaneously
takes the front and back cameras, allowing for full visibility into you and the things around you. BeReal

is seen by most as an anti-Instagram platform, as Instagram is notorious for its polished, edited, and
“fake” photos. Although BeReal does have a comment option, most users opt for the “RealMoji”

reaction photos. These reactions add another layer of authenticity to the app experience, as if you
are showing your friend a photo and they react in some sort of way. 

 BeReal has made everyone re-think the way they socialize online. The introduction of such a
refreshing, new idea has made users more aware of online toxicity and how much it can impact

impressionable teens. BeReal won’t just be remembered as a fast-fashion media app, but instead will
forever reshape the future of online communication.  

Paris Fashion Week
By: Merisa Grebovic
Early this October, the annual Paris Fashion Week took place. Big names in fashion such as Chanel, Dior,
Saint Laurent, Valentino, Balenciaga, etc. presented their new spring/summer collections for 2023. So,
if you missed it, don’t worry, I got your back.
If we start by talking about the general aesthetics of each designer, they varied. Dior went for a more
Victorian inspired look. With corsets, lace items, floral patterns, gloves, and platform heels. With lots of
neutral tones going on. Balenciaga definitely had an interesting presentation. Guests were invited in
the form of a stolen wallet they were to bring back to a certain address, and the runway was piles of
dirt, so models walked over puddles of mud. The aesthetics went for a darker approach with leather
pants, cargo jackets, lace-up boots, futuristic glasses, bright colored scarves, and maxi bags. And
finally, Chanel. They went for their signature, timeless, light feminine look. This collection being drawn
on inspiration from Coco Chanels 1961 spring/summer collection. With light color tones, simple
makeup and hairstyles, chunky jewelry, tweed suits, and party dresses. Another memorable moment of
this week came not from a big-name designer, but a small French label by the name of Coperni’s. As a
part of their show, Bella Hadid had a dress spray-painted on her live, and it quickly made headlines. So,
with yet another Paris Fashion Week come and gone, we can already start to think about the future of
fashion, and what lies ahead in the next seasons.

Gilmore Girls: It’s That Time of Year Again 
By: Merisa Grebovic
Now that schools back in session, the early 2000’s show “Gilmore Girls” has risen back to its
annual popularity. If you have no idea what I’m talking about, “Gilmore Girls” is a show that follows
the Gilmore girls Lorelai and her ivy-bound daughter Rory, as they navigate the ups and downs of
life in their small town of Stars Hollow. And at the beginning of every school year, students pride
themselves on being just like Rory Gilmore (me included). Smart, hardworking, determined. 
So where does this motivation come from? Why is “Gilmore Girls” as popular as it is? I’m currently
rewatching the series, and I can add a few of my own thoughts and opinions to the topic. As I said
before, every year students set this goal to be just like Rory. This goal gives students a kind of
motivation to work harder in their studies. Because when we are given a character such as Rory
Gilmore, we can see ourselves through parts of her. So, as we see Rory being successful, we want
these things for ourselves. And there it is: the academic motivation. Which is why the show
becomes so popular in the fall, as everyone wants to start the school year off right. So, if you’re
looking for the perfect show, I highly suggest starting “Gilmore Girls.” And trust me, you’ll already
feel Rory rubbing off on you after only a few episodes.

Pop Culture  



Flag Football
By: Faith Cotton
Intramurals Flag Football started September 12th at 2:45pm!  The club was run by Mr. Grayson at the end
of school!  The club taught students the basic and fun of flag football.  The club has had a great season,
and hopefully there’ll have just as much fun next year! Thank you, Mr. Grayson!

SPORTS

DIWALI
Written by Sadhana Chandra
Did you know, more than 1 billion people around the world
celebrate Diwali? Diwali is one of the largest festivals in the world!
It is mainly celebrated in India. 
What is Diwali about? Diwali is about celebrating the triumph of
light over darkness (good over evil).  It’s also about the goddess
Lakshmi, goddess of wealth. This festival is celebrated by
watching fireworks, eating traditional food, and gathering with
family and friends. Some people also pray at temples on this day.
What do people wear on this special day? People wear Indian
traditional clothing such as: kurthis, kurthas (for males), saris, etc. 
What food do people eat on this day? People usually eat many
sweets, and they also eat spicy food. Some popular foods they eat
are: ladus,  gulab jamuns, samosas, etc. 
How do others celebrate this holiday? Here is a student who
would like to share about how they celebrate Diwali:
Haasini Venisetty: “We have a pooja. And dress in Indian clothes
(gagras and saris). We also do firecrackers and have lots of
sweets.”

Sports and Holidays  
By: Gianna Madden-Klein
Photographers: Abbey P and Ellie T.
Wednesday, October 12thfrom 3:45-5:00 pm is a football game at Smith. At the football game, 
the Larson Rebels went against the Smith Knights. Smith’s cheerleaders cheered for their school
 and the football players played. The adults and kids cheered. Overall, the winner was Smith. 
Thursday, October 13th is a girls’ basketball game. 
The Lady Rebels are going against VanHoosen.
On October 17th was a basketball game against Boulan. Sadly, we lost to the Boulan Broncos.Larson scored
quite a few points and so did Boulan. It was a nice game, but we didn’t win. Everybody playing did their best.



Midnights: Taylor Swifts Best Album Yet?
By: Merisa Grebovic

Unless you’ve been living under a rock, then you would know that on October 21st, Taylor Swift
released her tenth studio album: “Midnights.”  Taylor first announced the album at the 2022

VMA’s on August 28. That same day, when she posted on all social media platforms about the
new album, she said: “Midnights, the stories of 13 sleepless nights scattered throughout my life,

will be out on October 21. Meet me at midnight.” Swiftes around the world (including me) were
shocked to say the least because we were expecting another re-recording, not completely new

music. “Midnights” marks Taylor’s first new album since her 2020 albums “Folklore” and
“Evermore.” (Wow it's been that long?) 

Back to present day, “Midnights” has been out for less than a week and already taking the
world by storm. It’s the top-selling album of 2022, broke the record for the biggest pop album

of all time on Apple Music by first day streams, and broke Spotify’s record for the most-
streamed album in a single day. Now the real question: is it worth all the hype? My answer:

absolutely. I myself am a big time swiftie, and I often find it hard to choose which albums of
hers are my favorite. But with the recent release of “Midnights,” I’m sure it’s solidified its place
as number one. The album consists of 13 songs, and the 3 A.M. edition adding another 7 songs.

What makes this album so unique is the variety of the styles used/topics discussed in each
track. When listening, I could hear hints of her previous albums: “1989”, “Reputation”, and a
little bit of “Folklore.” Taylor also states the 5 things that inspired this album: “self-loathing,

fantasizing about revenge, wondering what could have been, falling in love, and falling apart."
Another exciting part is the collaboration with Lana Del Ray (a friend of Taylors) on 4th track:

“Snow on the Beach.” (I will admit I was a little disappointed by the song as Lana only vocalized
with Taylor.) But from the first track, I was in love. Although I loved her “Folklore”/ “Evermore”
era, I didn’t release how much I missed her pop songs until I heard “Lavender Haze.” And well

I’m obsessed with the entire album, some of my favorite songs include: “Lavender Haze,”
“Maroon,” “Bejeweled,” “Karma,” “The Great War,” “Paris,” and “Glitch.” So, if you haven’t

already, open the music app of your choice and stream “Midnights” right now (trust me, you
won’t regret it).

How a Small Kitchen Spice Turned into Autumn’s Most Famous
Drink 
By Nikhil Rao 
Just as the temperature starts to drop, the air gets crisper, and the leaves turn pretty shades of
orange, red, and yellow, hundreds of thousands of teens and millennials rush in to the nearest coffee
shop and bombard the baristas with orders of pumpkin spice everything. From lattes to cold brews,
espressos to iced coffee, these pumpkin hungry autumn fans will stop at nothing to try every drink
imaginable in this iconic flavor. Every corner you turn you’re bound to hear the rattling of an iced
pumpkin spice something, or somebody chit-chatting about how much they just love the flavor and
how it reminds them of fall. But why does the autumn season come with this sudden, giant craze?
Well, the pumpkin spice flavor itself was created in 1934 by McCormick, the world’s largest producer
of spices (and other food products) worldwide. Pumpkin spice was never really supposed to flavor
coffee, a fact confirmed by Senior Director of Consumer Communications at McCormick; Laurie
Harrsen, “The original purpose was to flavor pumpkin pie.” This is where the name comes from,
originally McCormick branded the flavor as “Pumpkin Pie Spice”. But despite pumpkin spice being
such an integral part of the autumn season nowadays, it was only introduced in 2003 by Starbucks.
The company had been wanting to create a pumpkin spice drink for a while, because their holiday
drinks tend to be massive successes everywhere. Turns out Starbucks never had to (not that they
did) worry about releasing the famous Pumpkin Spice Latte; people all over the globe drank it up. It
quickly gained more and more popularity over the mid to late 2000’s. Part of its massive success was
that it was only available in the fall season, causing even more people to flock Starbucks just as
September and October settle in. 
Whether you like pumpkin spice lattes or not, they have made themselves widely known over the
past two decades and most beverage-goers can’t say they haven’t had even a little sip. This spice
that started out as a simple all-in-one for ease of making pumpkin pies has cemented its place in pop
culture forever.  

Pop Culture  



With the Might of Angels By: Andrea Davis Pinkney 
Dawnie Rae Johnson lives in the 1950s, and at this
time its hard being a black girl. She goes to an all
black school, but is soon accepted to a white
school. She faces lots of challenges, such as being
judged for the color of her skin but not only her
peers, but the teachers too. But eventually she finds
friends who love her for who she is. This is an
amazing story that shows there can be good in the
world and that kindness comes back. 5/5 stars.

READ MORE

Monthly Recommendations   

Code of Honor By: Alan Gratz
If you ask anyone who is Phoenix High School, they’ll say
that Kamran Smith is the most popular guy in the school.
He’s their star football player, dates the most popular girl,
and once he’s done with school, he’ll go straight to the
army, just like his big brother Darius. But on Kamran’s
homecoming, a video gets leaked of Darius, talking about
betraying the U.S. And it leaves Kamran’s life in ruins. And
then he realizes Darius is leaving clues for him. And even
though no one believes him, Kamran is willing to do
anything to find out what Darius wants him to see.

 

Restart By: Gordon Korman 
Chase Ambrose isn’t the greatest kid. He’s a bully
and everyone knows it. But then he fell off a roof,
and lost his memory. He doesn’t remember what a
bad person he was before, and is confused by how
others are treating him. He soon finds out what a
bad person he was before, and discovers how nice it
is to be good! This is an amazing book about how
kindness spreads around, and it tells it perfectly as
represented by various perspectives.

Book Reviews:

Movies Reviews:

Written By: Jasmine Thomas and Lydia Orlik

Genius Begins Again By: Alicia D. Williams
Genius Anderson wants to be a normal 13-year-old girl
living in Detroit, but her dad‘s addictions to alcohol and
gambling gets in the way of that. They have to move
(AGAIN) and she has to switch schools. It doesn’t help
that her family and herself hate her dark skin. Genesis
even has a list with 97 reasons to hate herself. But as
months pass by, she learns that those rules belong in
the trash. 5/5 stars. 

The School for Good and Evil
By: Merisa Grebovic
Fall is officially here, which means cozy sweaters, pumpkin spice, cold days, and back
to school. So, with winter slowly approaching, we have to use up our very short fall
time wisely. Since its getting colder we’re spending more and more time indoors, and
what better way to spend it than watching some great fall movies? So, I’ll be
recommending a movie for you to watch over the weekend. This is a new Netflix film
based on the beloved book series: “The School for Good and Evil.” It’s about two girls,
Agatha and Sophie, who are whisked away to The School for Good and Evil. Where
students learn to become the heroes and villains in fairytales. The two get caught up
in an elaborate scheme for the fight between good and evil. Growing up, I never read
the books, but I truly enjoyed the movie. It’s perfect for any fall day: it’s entertaining
(which can be hard for fantasy movies), and it’s a decently long movie. I highly
recommend the new Netflix movie: “The School for Good and Evil!”
 

Hocus Pocus 2
By: Sadhana Chandra and Amelia Lazaris
This is a sequel to the 1st movie, Hocus Pocus where 3 witches come back to life and
look for children to eat. This is part 2 and I’ll give you a few hints of the movie: The 3
witches are back and you get to learn about their backstory. This movie seems like a
great movie for fantasy lovers and family movie nights. Especially near the spooky
season, this movie is definitely recommended for those who love witches and
wizards. Here is a movie review by Amelia Lazaris: This movie was a really fun sequel
because no one was expecting it and here it is! After so many years the actresses still
got it! Another thing to point out is that there are new characters as well! There are 3
new additional characters in the sequel. I hope you enjoy this beWITCHING movie!



Many people think Sea World and the zoo are amazing and totally safe to the animals, but they may be wrong,
very wrong. Sea World on the ground up seems like an animal sanctuary. But it is quite the opposite.  
There are three Sea Worlds in the United States of America. One in Texas, one in California and another in
Florida. But what do all of these parks have in common? They all are parks in popular areas with rides, that’s
not all that bad, but when you start including the animals that is when the cons over way the pros. 
One of the more popular questions you may wonder is if any workers have died at Sea World? The answer to
that question is yes. On February 21, 1991, trainer Keltiy Byrne fell into a large pool with 3 orcas, and then
suddenly an orca named Tilikum, dragged her down to the depths of the pool were he sadly drowned.  
But that’s not it, later Tilikum the orca, the same orca that killed Keltiy Byrne killed Daniel P. Dukes in 1999. 
And finally in 2010, the exact same orca (Tilikum) killed Dawn Braneheau in 2010 and that is not even all of the
fatalities that happened at Sea World, but more on that later.  
But now let’s see on what 2 people think. One has been to Sea World and the other hasn’t. The first has not
been to Sea World. Introducing Mr. Henning. 
Mr.  Henning has not yet been to Sea World, so let’s see what he has to say. “I see it as the zoo. As much as it’s
sad to see all the animal's captive, it’s cool to see them up close. I really just see it like the zoo.” And here is
someone who has been to Sea World.  Say hello to Bennett Smitka. 
“I think Sea World  is zoo,  but it just needs to get rid of the orcas and the dolphins and it’s great. If Sea World
had all the money in the world, they would probably make like really realistic robot dolphins and stuff.” 
In only a span of ten years, more then 60 dolphins have sadly died, 50 of those deaths could have been
perverted. 
 At Sea World, millions of people every year have joy and happiness waiting for the next show, or the next
dolphin to jump. In 2021, 20.2 million people showed up to one Sea World  
park. To put that into perspective only 9.974 million people currently live in Michigan
In the Sea World community there are many different opinions. For example, out of 23 people, 15 said Sea
World was amazing and awesome. But only 8 people said Sea World was bad, and miserable. Sea World gives
their animals some care, but not always. If you just want to see animals do tricks, then Sea World is the place
for you. But, if you know what happens behind the curtains, just remember the cruel truth about Sea World. 

The Thing I Wish I Knew Before

Animal Awareness 
The Thing I Wish I Knew Before

The one thing I wish I knew before is to have the courage to live a life true to yourself, not the life
others expect of you. I would always ask if my work was good enough and how I realize that believing in

myself is more important than other people's opinions.  
Let's see what others wish they knew before. 

6th grader, Maruska Kadous  
If you can be kind, do it. Kindness comes and goes around. 

7th graders, Divya Pujari and Liyn Frisen 
Take time to know yourself, take care of yourself, make sure you know your boundaries. 

8th grader, Merisa Grebovic 
As an 8th grader homework starts piling up fast, time management is key to completing assignments.

Learn to use your class time wisely, trust me it will help a LOT as you get older. 

By: Avneet Cheema

Sea World: Amazing or Abuse? 
By: Donavan Powell


