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      WWW.INSIGHTALLIANCE.ORG  877-366-7593 
                                                                                       OUR VISION    

A safer, healthier community - through prevention 
 
OUR  MISSION   
Stay Positive - Create Change - Enhance Partnerships - Build a 
Healthier Community 

           A division of the Promise Center     
OUR GOALS 

 -Prevent the onset and reduce the progression of substance use, including underage drinking 
-Reduce substance related problems and consequences 
-Build prevention capacities and infrastructure in Washington County 

 
Our focus areas and current projects:  
 

Underage Drinking and Overserving 
Responsible beverage service training 
Consultation with business owners seeking a beer permit in Johnson City  
ID and safe serving classes 
Social Hosting campaign – Free Ride if you Provide (alcohol to someone underage) 
 
Substance Abuse Awareness  
Campaign - Talk About It! – It’s kind of a big deal. – 
Encourages adults to talk to young people about the 

dangers of substance use and abuse. Children who learn the dangers of drugs, 
alcohol and tobacco from trusted adults are 50% less likely use.  Less than half 
of students surveyed report parents warned them of the dangers in the past 
year.  We have talking guidelines on our website.     

 
Tobacco 
Awareness raising of the dangers of smoking and about the availability of 
smoking cessation classes 
Examine county wide policies on tobacco use 
Increase awareness about the TN QUITLINE 1-800-QUITNOW (784-8669)  
 

Lifeline Project: Provides support and resources to individuals fighting 
addiction and their family.  Assists the community and professionals in 
understanding recovery groups and relapse prevention along with stigma 
reduction of addiction through direct meetings and presentations.  
Call 1-877-366-7593 x 105 during business hours 
 

Prescription Drug Abuse    Safe medication storage and diversion prevention  
-- Count It Lock It Drop It – education about monitoring, safe storage and   
    medication disposal 
-- Lock Box – distribution for people at risk of theft or accidental ingestion 
-- Community and professional Education 
 

Criminal Justice Peer Support Project –.  Provides peers support for to individuals in the criminal justice 
system with substance use or co-occurring disorders who 

• are incarcerated, OR at risk of incarceration (probation or parole) 
• released from incarceration in the past 6 months  
• Who live in Washington County OR who were enrolled while incarcerated in Washington County. 

Contact 877-366-7593 ext 107 or 108 



Are Your Medications Stored Safely and Securely?? 
 
One way to protect your family from theft or illegal use of your medications to track your medications (COUNT IT!) , 
secure or lock up the medications you need (LOCK IT!) and dispose of the medications you don’t (DROP IT!).   
Take time to evaluate the safety of your medications and how to prevent access to protect your family and community.  
Consider these questions: 
 

 I do not have a secure place to lock up my medications - lockbox, locked cabinet/drawer 
 I do not keep a count of my prescription and over the counter medications. 
 I have children/teens in my home 
 I have frequent visitors in my home 
 I have had someone take my prescription medications without my permission  
 I take a medication that is at high risk to be stolen or abused 

If you checked yes to even one of these items your medications may be at risk of theft or accidental ingestion.  If you 
think your family would benefit from a lock box, please call Insight Alliance.  For questions or tips on keeping your 
family safe call Insight Alliance at 877-366-7593. REMEMBER!!  PROTECT YOUR FAMILY AND COMMUNITY. 

COUNT IT!  Every 2 weeks 
LOCK IT! Keep it safe and secure 
DROP IT! At a disposal event or drop box 

 
 

Count It! Lock It! Drop It! Is a trademark of Coffee County Anti-Drug Coalition, Inc. (CCADC) Coffee County, TN 
 

PERMANENT DROP BOX LOCATIONS IN NE TN.  
PLEASE CALL THE LOCATIONS AS THERE MIGHT BE LIMITED ACCESS DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS.  

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
Johnson City Police Department 

Jonesborough Public Safety (Town Hall) 
Washington Co. Sheriff’s Office / Detention Center 
West Towne Pharmacy & JC Med Center pharmacy 

CARTER COUNTY 
Sheriff’s Office 

 
Elizabethton  

Police Department  

SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Sheriff’s Office 

 
Kingsport / Bristol OR Bluff City 

Police Depts. 
GREENE COUNTY 

Sheriff’s Department 
Greeneville Police Dept. 

HAWKINS COUNTY 
Sherriff’s Office 

Mt. Carmel Police Dept 

JOHNSON COUNTY 
Sheriff’s Department 

Johnson County Hospital 

UNICOI COUNTY 
Sheriff’s Department 

Erwin Police Dept. 
If you are not in one of these locations your local law enforcement may be able to assist you in locating a drop box. 

 
Some additional tips: 
1. Take medication only as prescribed or as needed.   Discuss non-addictive alternatives with your doctor. 

2. Anyone struggling with opiate addiction, that person and their friends and family members should get 
Naloxone in case of an opiate overdose.  Contact the ROPS program to get a free dose of Naloxone.  
Recovery is possible if someone is still alive.  Call 423-956-6529 for more information.  

3. Women of child bearing age taking opiates or other addictive medications should discuss Voluntary 
Reversible Long Acting Birth Control (IUD, Depo Shot, Implant) with a doctor or visit the Health Dept.  

 
 

This project is funded under a Grant Contract with the 
State of Tennessee Department of Mental Health  

                                                                                                          and Substance Abuse Services.  



Anthony Jackson, Jr.
Director of Early Intervention

and Prevention
615-585-8956

Anthony.Jackson@tn.gov

TN.gov/behavioral-health/coalitions

FENTANYL AND OVERDOSETENNESSEE OVERDOSE
DEATHS INVOLVING
FENTANYL

Because fentanyl is so strong, people who make illicit 
(illegal) drugs use fentanyl to make their drugs 
cheaper and more powerful. They do not have the 
special equipment that spread out the chemicals 
evenly. Each pill or powder is not the same. It does not 
take a lot of fentanyl to cause on overdose, especially 
for someone who does not usually use opioids. 

Fentanyl has been found in heroin, cocaine, meth 
and pressed into fake prescription pills. While there 
are lots of stories of fentanyl found in vapes, there 
are very few cases in the US when a lab tested and 
confirmed that fentanyl was present.  

TN Dept. of Health data shows illicit fentanyl is 
driving the overall increase in overdose deaths.

Authentic Oxycodone 30 MG Tablets Counterfeit Pills Containing Fentanyl

Can you spot the difference?

Fentanyl is a man-made opioid that’s many times stronger than morphine or heroin.  
Because it is so strong and so addictive, it’s being added to heroin, fake prescription 
pills, even stimulants like cocaine and methamphetamine.  The result is huge 
increases in overdoses, and sadly, more Tennesseans than ever dying.  These deaths 
are preventable with knowledge and tools.
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FENTANYL IS
TIMES STRONGER
THAN HEROIN

TIMES STRONGER
THAN MORPINE

HISTORY AND LEGAL USAGE
CREATED IN 1959. FENTANYL IS USED 

SAFELY DURING SURGERY OR TO 
TREAT CANCER PATIENTS. WHEN 

USED AS DIRECTED BY A DOCTOR, 
FENTANYL IS SAFE AND EFFECTIVE.

COMMON ILLICIT FORMS
ILLICIT FENTANYL IS SMUGGLED IN 
POWDER FORM. IT’S MIXED INTO 

SUBSTANCES INCLUDING HEROIN, 
COCAINE, METH, AND PRESSED INTO 

FAKE PRESCRIPTION PILLS.

FACTS
ABOUT

Knowledge and Tools to Save Lives 
FENTANYL



Cate Faulkner
Manager, State Opioid
Response Prevention

615-840-0382
Cate.Faulkner@tn.gov

This project is funded under a grant contract
with the state of Tennessee Department of 

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services.

Contact your local 
ROPS to schedule 
a training or get 
more info. Scan 

the code for 
details.

FENTANYL TEST STRIPS
You can’t tell if a drug has fentanyl in it 
by smelling, tasting, or looking at it. 
Fentanyl test strips are the best way to 
find out if fentanyl is in the substance. 
Test strips help prevent overdose and 
death, and they can lead to changes in 
a person’s drug use. Engaging people, 
promoting health, and meeting people 
where they are has been proven to 
help people see their self-worth and 
seek recovery. 

SAVE A LIFE WITH NALOXONE
Naloxone is a medication that 
reverses opioid overdose so a 
person can breathe until EMS 
arrives. It comes in several 
forms including nasal sprays 
and injectable liquids. You can 
get naloxone from a pharmacy 
without a prescription.  Many 
insurances including TennCare 
cover naloxone at a minimal 
cost. Remember: the only way to 
misuse naloxone is to not use it!

Free and Confidential Referrals to 
Addiction Treatment and Other Services

STATEWIDE

CRISIS LINE
HELP IN A MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS

TN.gov/CrisisLine855-CRISIS-1

Overdoses happen when too many opioids attach to receptors in the brain and 
cause you to stop breathing. You can not overdose on fentanyl just by touching it. It 
has to get into your blood to get to your brain.  If you think fentanyl may be present, 
avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth so it cannot get into your bloodstream and 
travel to your brain. Wash your hands with soap and water. Do not use hand 
sanitizer. It does not remove the substance from your hands.  

You can save a life by responding to an opioid overdose with naloxone!

Knowledge and Tools to Save Lives 
FENTANYLFENTANYL FACTS

ABOUT

1 2 3 4 5CALL 
911

Immediately

Give the 
person 

NALOXONE
if you have it.

Try to 
keep the 

person 
AWAKE AND 
BREATHING.

Prevent 
Choking:

Lay the person 
ON THEIR 

SIDE.

STAY
WITH

THE PERSON 
until help 

arrives.



With the growth of social media and the proliferation of smartphones, a dangerous and deadly new 
drug threat has emerged: criminal drug networks are abusing social media to expand their reach, 
create new markets, and target new clientele. This includes by selling deadly fake fentanyl and 
methamphetamine pills, often to unsuspecting teenagers, young adults, and older Americans, who 
think they are buying the real thing. 

No longer confined to street corners and the dark web, criminal drug networks are now in every home 
and school in America because of the internet apps on our smartphones.

WHAT WE KNOW

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

HOW IT WORKS

Drug traffickers have turned smartphones into a one-stop shop to 
market, sell, buy, and deliver deadly, fake prescription pills and other 
dangerous drugs. In just three steps, deadly drugs can be purchased 
and delivered to your home just like any other good or service. 

ONE-STOP SHOP

Drug traffickers advertise on social media platforms like Facebook, 
Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, Twitter and YouTube. These 
advertisements are in disappearing, 24-hour stories and in posts, 
which are promptly posted and removed. Posts and stories are often 
accompanied by known code words and emojis that are used to 
market and sell illicit and deadly drugs on social media. These code 
words and emojis are designed to evade detection by law enforcement 
and by the preset algorithms used by social media platforms. 

ADVERTISE

1. Advertise

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Drug Trafficking Threat

#ONEPILLCANKILL dea.gov/onepill

JANUARY 2022

1



SOCIAL MEDIA 
Drug Trafficking Threat

Prospective buyers contact drug traffickers on social media apps 
in response to their advertisements – either using direct 
messaging or by commenting on a post. Once contact is made, 
drug traffickers and potential buyers often move to an encrypted 
communications app like WhatsApp, Signal, and Telegram. Drug 
traffickers typically switch to these encrypted communications 
apps to arrange drug deals with prospective buyers. 

After a deal is made, drug traffickers request payment using 
one-click apps like Venmo, Zelle, Cash App, and Remitly.

CONNECT

& PAY

2. Connect

3. Pay

COMMON EMOJI CODES

#ONEPILLCANKILL dea.gov/onepill

JANUARY 2022

2

Disclaimer:  These emojis reflect common examples found in DEA investigations. This list is not all-inclusive, and the images above are a representative sample.



WHAT YOU CAN DO 

● Stay vigilant and aware of the drug trafficking threats on smartphone apps.

● Know the dangers of counterfeit pills: their accessibility, availability and 
increasing lethality.

● Share message the message that One Pill Can Kill.

● Visit DEA.Gov/onepill to learn more.

DEA has found drug trafficking on internet 

apps nationwide — across urban, suburban, 

and rural communities.  In 2021, DEA has 

investigated more than 80 cases involving 

drug trafficking on internet apps. 

Social media drug 
trafficking impacts all age 
groups, but adolescents 
and young adults are 
particularly susceptible 
given their high-rates of 
social media usage. 

WHERE IT’S HAPPENING 

DEA has directly connected social 
media drug sales to overdose deaths.

1

2

3

4

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Drug Trafficking Threat

#ONEPILLCANKILL dea.gov/onepill
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1-800-LUNGUSA | Lung.org

E-cigarettes & Vaping
What Parents Should Know 

As the trusted champion for lung health, we are committed to creating a tobacco-free future and 
saving lives. We have helped a million people quit smoking, advocated for smokefree public spaces 
and worked to achieve tobacco regulation to protect public health. 

Today’s threats to lung health include what the U.S. Surgeon General has called a youth vaping epidemic. 
We are moving swiftly to bring medical expertise to the conversation, create new programs for teens 
and schools, advocate for federal regulation and help people end their addiction to vaping. 

Because, when you can’t breathe, nothing else matters®.

1  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Tobacco Product Use and Associated Factors Among Middle and High School Students — United States, 2019. Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report. December 6, 2019; 68(SS12):1-23.

Are e-cigarettes less harmful than cigarettes?

There is no FDA oversight of e-cigarettes—which means there is no oversight regarding potentially harmful 
ingredients. 

•  E-cigarettes are highly effective at delivering nicotine through a liquid that produces a chemical-filled aerosol.

•  Acrolein, a known ingredient of many e-cigarettes, causes irreversible lung damage. Nicotine exposure during 

adolescence can harm the developing brain. 

• E-cigarettes are available in a variety of types of devices. JUUL is the among the most popular with teens.

• The e-liquids come in flavors including mint and fruit that appeal to youth.

•  No e-cigarette has been found to be safe and effective by FDA in helping smokers quit.

31%
Use by “friend or family member” Availability of “flavors such as 

mint, candy, fruit, or chocolate” 

22%

Most common reasons kids vape include:1

55%
“Curious about them”



1-800-LUNGUSA | Lung.org

Is there a difference between  
vaping and JUULing?

•  No. JUULs may look different, but they’re actually a type 
of e-cigarette. 

JUUL is more discreet and looks like a USB drive.  
Other e-cigarettes may look like pens or other 
objects that can conceal the vaping device.

•  All JUUL pods—like all e-cigarettes—contain nicotine—
something many youth don’t realize. 

•  Cartridge-based e-cigarettes like JUUL contain nicotine 
salts that produce less visible aerosol, so it is easier  
to hide.

Is youth vaping really an epidemic?
•  E-cigarettes are the most commonly used tobacco 

products among kids, with nearly 28% of high school 
students nationwide vaping. 

•  Many youth don’t realize how they are harming their 
lungs and brains by vaping.

Impact of vaping on teens
The bottom line: vaping is unsafe, especially for teens.

•  E-cigarettes are designed to deliver nicotine quickly, 
which is highly addictive and can harm adolescent 
brain development. 

•  Kids don’t realize how addictive nicotine is and that 
they might be signing up for a lifetime of nicotine 
dependence.

•  It’s not just harmless water vapor. E-cigarettes contain 
diacetyl, a chemical linked to serious lung disease; 
volatile organic compounds such as benzene, which is 
found in car exhaust; and heavy metals, such as nickel, 
tin and lead.

•  E-cigarettes are designed to appeal to and be used by 
teens and can go undetected by adults.

American Lung Association Resources
•  N-O-T® (Not On Tobacco) is a teen vaping and smoking 

cessation program and provides the tools, information 
and support to quit for good. Lung.org/NOT

•  INDEPTH® is an alternative to suspension program for 
students who violate school tobacco use policy. Led 
by an adult facilitator at a school or community-based 
setting. Lung.org/INDEPTH

•  Our Vape-Free Schools Initiative helps schools 
navigate the public health crisis of youth vaping 
and allows them to become a recognized leader by 
offering students education, cessation and support.  
Lung.org/vape-free-schools

Contact
Our Lung HelpLine is a free service staffed by registered 
nurses, respiratory therapists, pharmacists and certified 
tobacco cessation specialists. 

 1-800-LUNG-USA (1-800-586-4872) 
Lung.org/helpline

  Learn more about these and other programs  
at Lung.org. 

Contact your local American Lung Association office for 
information on youth leadership groups and other youth 
tobacco initiatives. 1-800-LUNGUSA



 
VAPING / Marijuana and vaping

8   |   Vaping Guide for Families   |   drugfree.org 

Marijuana and Vaping
The practice of using vaping devices to consume marijuana or cannabis 
products is becoming increasingly widespread. Recent data show that many 
youth who vape, especially older teens, are not just vaping nicotine. Many are 
vaping THC, the psychoactive ingredient in marijuana that produces a high. 
National data from 2019 show that 21% of 12th graders, 19% of 10th graders 
and 7% of 8th graders reported vaping marijuana in the past year, each a 
significant increase over the previous year. Other national data show that 15% 
of middle and high school students, and 43% of those who ever used vapes, 
have vaped marijuana.  

Different from most plant-based marijuana, the level of THC in marijuana vapes 
can be far higher. Therefore, vaped marijuana tends to be much more potent 
than smoked marijuana.  

Some marijuana vapes look like nicotine vaping devices (e.g., PAX brand, which 
resembles JUUL products); come in loose leaf, concentrate or extract forms; 
are available in youth-friendly flavors and names; and are virtually odorless. 
The THC inhaled when vaping enters the bloodstream quickly and can lead to 
overuse, addiction and other negative health consequences. Vaping marijuana 
can cause bloodshot eyes, dry mouth, increased appetite, mood swings and 
can increase the risk of depression, psychosis and suicidality. Marijuana vaping 
has also been implicated in the recent spate of vaping-related lung injuries and 
deaths known as EVALI (E-cigarette, or Vaping, product use Associated Lung 
Injury). 

Marijuana use, regardless of how it is ingested, can have long-lasting 
effects on the developing teen brain. Negative effects include:

 ▶ Impaired attention, learning,  problem-solving skills, memory and  
other cognitive functions

 ▶ Impaired reaction time and coordination, especially related to driving

 ▶ Academic or job difficulties, school dropout

 ▶ Increased risk of mental health issues including depression, anxiety 
and, in some cases, psychosis and suicidal thoughts

 ▶ Marijuana use disorder (addiction) and other substance use and  
addiction

 

The level of  
THC in marijuana  
vapes can be far 
higher. Therefore, 
vaped marijuana 
tends to be much 
more potent  
than smoked 
marijuana.  

https://drugfree.org
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2757960?guestAccessKey=ed8256f1-6c66-41d8-b834-055ab7bb1ce1&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=121719
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2757959
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-disease.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-disease.html


 

 
 

 

SAMHSA’s “Talk.  They Hear You.”® Campaign 
Launches New Mobile App for Parents  
 

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s (SAMHSA) new “Talk.  They Hear You.”® 
campaign mobile app helps parents and caregivers prepare for 
some of the most important conversations they may ever have 
with their kids. The app shows parents how to turn everyday 
situations into opportunities to talk with their kids about alcohol 
and other drugs. It also equips them with the necessary skills, 
confidence, and knowledge to start and continue these 
conversations as their kids get older. 
 

Features of the new app include:  
• Sample conversation starters 
• Ways to keep the conversation going 
• An interactive practice simulation section 
• The opportunity to earn badges for practicing and 

having real-life conversations  
• A resources section with informative and useful videos, 

fact sheets, brochures, infographics, guides/toolkits, 
and more 

Download the App Today! 
Parents and caregivers can download the app today to see how easy it can be to 
talk with their kids about underage drinking and other drug use. The app is 
available for free on the App Store, Google Play, and the Microsoft Store. 
 
Scan the QR code or visit https://www.samhsa.gov/talk-they-hear-
you/mobile-application to:  

• Watch the app’s promo video.  
• Learn more about the app and see how it works. 
• Find out how to download the app. 

https://www.samhsa.gov/talk-they-hear-you/mobile-application
https://www.samhsa.gov/talk-they-hear-you/mobile-application


Research shows that kids who learn a lot about the risks of 

drugs from their parents are up to 50% less likely to use. By 

talking to your kids about drugs and alcohol, you can help them 

make better choices and live safer, healthier lives.  The enclosed 

booklet will give you the tools you need to start that 

conversation, no matter what their age.  There are age-

appropriate examples for each stage of development from 

preschool through college.  It’s never too late to start that conversation.  If you or 

someone you know is struggling with addiction or have questions, give us call for 

information or resources.   877-366-7593.   

Talking with Kids™ about Drugs and Alcohol 

The issue of drugs can be very confusing to young children. If drugs are so dangerous, then why is the family 

medicine cabinet full of them? And why do TV, movies, music and advertising often make drug and alcohol use look 

so cool? 

We need to help our kids to distinguish fact from fiction. And it’s not too soon to begin. National studies show that 

the average age when a child first tries alcohol is 11; for marijuana, it’s 12. And many kids start becoming curious 

about these substances even sooner. So let’s get started! 

Listen carefully -  Student surveys reveal that when parents listen to their children’s feelings and concerns, their 

kids feel comfortable speaking with them and are more likely to stay drug-free. 

 

Role play how to say “no” -  Role play ways in which your child can refuse to go along with his friends without 

becoming a social outcast. Try something like this, “Let’s play a game. Suppose you and your friends are at Andy’s 

house after school and they find some beer in the refrigerator and ask you to join them in drinking it. The rule in our 

family is that children are not allowed to drink alcohol. So what could you say?”  If your child comes up with a good 

response, praise him. If he doesn’t, offer a few suggestions like, “No, thanks. Let’s play with Sony PlayStation 

instead,” or “No thanks. I don’t drink beer. I need to keep in shape for basketball.” 

Encourage choice- Allow your child plenty of opportunity to become a confident decision-maker. An 8-year-old is 

capable of deciding if she wants to invite lots of friends to her birthday party or just a close pal or two. A 12-year-old 

can choose whether she wants to go out for chorus or join the school band. As your child becomes more skilled at 

making all kinds of good choices, both you and she will feel more secure in her ability to make the right decision 

concerning alcohol and drugs if and when the time arrives. 

Provide age-appropriate information - Make sure the information that you offer fits the child’s age and stage. 

When your 6 or 7-year-old is brushing his teeth, you can say, “There are lots of things we do to keep our bodies 

healthy, like brushing our teeth. But there are also things we shouldn’t do because they hurt our bodies, like 

smoking or taking medicines when we are not sick.” 

If you are watching TV with your 8 year-old and marijuana is mentioned on a program, you can say, “Do you know 

what marijuana is? It’s a bad drug that can hurt your body.” If your child has more questions, answer them. If not, let 

it go. Short, simple comments said and repeated often enough will get the message across. 

You can offer your older child the same message, but add more drug-specific information. For example, you might 

explain to your 12-year-old what marijuana and crack look like, their street names and how they can affect his body. 

 
This project is funded by a Grant Contract 
with the State of Tennessee Department of  
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services. 

 



Establish a clear family position on drugs - It’s okay to say, “We don’t allow any drug use and children in this 

family are not allowed to drink alcohol. The only time that you can take any drugs is when the doctor or Mom or Dad 

gives you medicine when you’re sick. We made this rule because we love you very much and we know that drugs 

can hurt your body and make you very sick; some may even kill you. Do you have any questions?” 

Be a good example - Children will do what you do much more readily than what you say. So try not to reach for a 

beer the minute you come home after a tough day; it sends the message that drinking is the best way to unwind. 

Offer dinner guests non-alcoholic drinks in addition to wine and spirits. And take care not to pop pills, even over-the-

counter remedies, indiscriminately. Your behavior needs to reflect your beliefs. 

Discuss what makes a good friend -Since peer pressure is so important when it comes to kids’ involvement with 

drugs and alcohol, it makes good sense to talk with your children about what makes a good friend. To an 8-year-old 

you might say, “A good friend is someone who enjoys the same games and activities that you do and who is fun to 

be around.” 11 to 12-year-olds can understand that a friend is someone who shares their values and experiences, 

respects their decisions and listens to their feelings. Once you’ve gotten these concepts across, your children will 

understand that “friends” who pressure them to drink or smoke pot aren’t friends at all. Additionally, encouraging 

skills like sharing and cooperation—and strong involvement in fun, healthful activities (such as team sports or 

scouting)—will help your children make and maintain good friendships as they mature and increase the chance that 

they’ll remain drug-free. 

Build self-esteem – Kids who feel good about themselves are much less likely than other kids to turn to illegal 

substances to get high. As parents, we can do many things to enhance our children’s self-image. Here are some 

pointers: 

Offer lots of praise for any job well done. - If you need to criticize your child, talk about the action, not the person. 

If your son gets a math problem wrong, it’s better to say, “I think you added wrong. Let’s try again.” 

Assign do-able chores. A 6-year-old can bring her plate over to the sink after dinner; a 12-year-old can feed and 

walk the dog after school. Performing such duties and being praised for them helps your child feel good about 

himself. 

Spend one-on-one time with your youngster. Setting aside at least 15 uninterrupted minutes per child per day to 

talk, play a game, or take a walk together, lets her know you care. 

Say, “I love you.” Nothing will make your child feel better. 

Repeat the message - Information and lessons about drugs are important enough to repeat frequently. So be sure 

to answer your children’s questions as often as they ask them to initiate conversation whenever the opportunity 

arises. 

If you suspect a problem, seek help - While kids under age 12 rarely develop a substance problem, it can—and 

does—happen. If your child becomes withdrawn, loses weight, starts doing poorly in school, turns extremely moody, 

has glassy eyes—or if the drugs in your medicine cabinet seem to be disappearing too quickly—talk with your child 

and reach out to any one of the organizations listed here. You’ll be helping your youngster to a healthier, happier 

future. 

Questions & Answers 

Why do people take bad or illegal drugs? 

There are lots of reasons. Maybe they don’t know how dangerous they are. Or maybe they feel bad about 

themselves or don’t know how to handle their problems. Or maybe they don’t have parents they can talk to. Why do 

you think they do it? 

Why are some drugs good and some drugs bad for you? 

When you get sick, the drugs the doctor gives you will help you get better. But if you take these drugs when you’re 

healthy, they can make you sick. Also, there are some drugs, like marijuana or crack that are never good for you. 

To be safe, never ever take any drugs unless Mom, Dad or the doctor says it’s okay.



Preschool 

Tips for guiding your child through the preschool years. 

Since the foundation for all healthy habits — from nutrition to toothbrushing— is laid down during the 

preschool years, this is a great time to set the stage for a drug-free life. The following 7 tips will help you work 

with your preschooler so that he or she will grow up happy, healthy and drug-free. 

 Talk to your child about the joys of healthy living. Explain the importance of taking good care of our bodies 

– eating right, exercising and getting a good night’s sleep. Discuss how good you feel when you take care of 

yourself — how you can run, jump, play and work for many hours. A great conversation starter: “I’m glad I’m 

healthy because I can…” 

 Celebrate your child’s decision-making skills. Whenever possible, let your child choose what to wear. 

Even if the clothes don’t quite match, you are reinforcing your child’s ability to make decisions. 

 Stress the need for your child to take personal responsibility for his own health, well-being and 

personal environment. Your instructions should be concrete, related to your child’s experiences, and stated 

positively. Turn chores like brushing teeth, putting away toys, wiping up spills, and caring for pets into fun 

experiences that your child will enjoy. Break the activities down into manageable steps so that your child 

learns to develop plans. 

 Help your child steer clear of dangerous substances that exist in her immediate world.Point out 

poisonous and harmful chemicals commonly found in homes, such as bleach, kitchen cleansers and furniture 

polish. Read the products’ warning labels out loud to your child. Explain that she should only eat or smell food 

or a prescribed medicine that you, a relative or other known caregivers give to her. Also, explain that drugs 

from the doctor help the person the doctor gives them to but that they can harm someone else. 

 Help your child understand the difference between make-believe and real life. Preschoolers give 

meaning to things they don’t understand in order to make sense of their world — but their meaning doesn’t 

necessarily reflect the real world. Ask your child what he thinks about a TV program or story. Let your child 

know about your likes and dislikes. Discuss how violence or bad decisions can hurt people. 

 Turn frustration into a learning opportunity. If a tower of blocks keeps collapsing during a play session, 

work with your child to find possible solutions to the problem. 

 Tell your child how proud you are of her when she helps you with things. There’s never a bad time to 

give your child a boost of self-esteem. 

 Substances in your preschooler’s world can include: 

Tobacco, Alcohol, cleaning supplies. 

WHAT TO SAY ?  OVER-- 

 

  



Conversations are one of the most powerful tools parents can use to connect with — and protect — 

their kids. But, when tackling some of life’s tougher topics, especially those about drugs and alcohol, just figuring 

out what to say can be a challenge. The following scripts will help you get conversations going with your child at 

different ages.  (Source: drugfree.org) 

 

WHAT TO SAY TO YOUR 2 – 4 year OLD 

Scenario 

Giving your child a daily vitamin. 

What to Say 

Vitamins help your body grow. You need to take them every day so that you’ll grow up big and strong like 

Mommy and Daddy—but you should only take what I give you. Too many vitamins can hurt you and make you 

sick. 

Scenario 

Your kids are curious about medicine bottles around the house. 

What to Say 

You should only take medicines that have your name on them or that your doctor has chosen just for you. If 

you take medicine that belongs to somebody else, it could be dangerous and make you sick. 

Scenario 

Your child sees an adult smoking and, since you’ve talked about the dangers of smoking, is confused. 

(Parenting expert Jen Singer says the same script applies to grade-schoolers.) 

What to Say 

Grownups can make their own decisions and sometimes those decisions aren’t the best for their bodies. 

Sometimes, when someone starts smoking, his or her body feels like it has to have cigarettes—even though 

it’s not healthy. And that makes it harder for him or her to quit. 
 

  



Kindergarten to 3rd Grade 

Tips for guiding your child through kindergarten to 3rd grade. 

5-to-8-year olds are still tied to family and eager to please but they’re also beginning to explore their 

individuality. In addition, your grade-schooler begins to spend more time at school and with peers and to 

collect information (including messages about drugs and alcohol) from lots of new places like the media and 

popular culture. It’s very important that you continue talking to your child about a healthy drug-free lifestyle and 

stress that of all the voices your child hears, yours should be the guiding force. 

Here are 9 tips to help you guide your child toward a healthy, drug-free life: 

1. Keep your discussions about tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs factual and focused on the present. 

Long-term consequences are too distant to have any meaning. Let your child know that people who drink too much 

alcohol get sick and throw up, or that smoking makes clothes stink and causes bad breath. 

2. Talk to your kids about the drug-related messages they receive through advertisements, the news 

media and entertainment sources. Some TV shows or movies may even glamorize drug use. Remember to ask 

your kids how they feel about the things they’ve heard — you’ll learn a great deal about what they’re thinking. 

3. Consider the following topics when discussing drugs with your child: what alcohol, tobacco and other 

drugs are like; why drugs are illegal; what harm drugs can do to users. You should also consider talking 

about the differences between the medicinal uses and illegal uses of drugs, and how drugs can impact the families and 

friends of users. 

4. Set clear rules and behave the way you want your kids to behave. Tell them the reasons for your rules. If you 

use tobacco or alcohol, be mindful of the message you are sending to your children. 

5. Help your child explore new ways to express their feelings. Kids who feel shy in one-on-one conversation 

might open up through painting, writing, or emailing a friend or relative. 

6. Work on problem solving by focusing on the types of problems kids come across. Help them find long-

lasting solutions to homework trouble, a fight with a friend, or in dealing with a bully. Be sure to point out that quick 

fixes are not long-term solutions. 

7. Give your kids the power to escape from situations that make them feel bad. Make sure they know that they 

shouldn’t stay in a place that makes them feel uncomfortable or bad about themselves. Also let them know that they don’t 

need to stick with friends who don’t support them. 

8. Get to know your child’s friends — and their friends’ parents. Check in by phone or a visit once in a while to 

make sure they are giving their children the same kinds of messages you give your children. 

9. Sign your kids up with community groups or programs that emphasize the positive impact of a healthy 

lifestyle. Your drug-free messages will be reinforced — and your kids will have fun, stay active and develop healthy 

friendships. 

  

Substances in your K-3 child’s world can include: 

Tobacco, Alcohol, Ritalin. 
  



Conversations are one of the most powerful tools parents can use to connect with — and protect — 

their kids. But, when tackling some of life’s tougher topics, especially those about drugs and alcohol, just figuring 

out what to say can be a challenge. The following scripts will help you get conversations going with your child at 

different ages.  (Source: drugfree.org 

WHAT TO SAY TO A 5 – 8 YEAR OLD 

Conversations are one of the most powerful tools parents can use to connect with — and protect — 

their kids.  But, when tackling some of life’s tougher topics, especially those about drugs and alcohol, just 

figuring out what to say can be a challenge. The following scripts will help you get conversations going with 

your 5 to 8 year old child. 

Scenario 

Your child tells you he was offered prescription drugs by a classmate — but said no. 

What to Say 

After praising your child for making a good choice and for telling you about it, let him know that in the future, 

he can always blame you to get out of a bad situation. Say, “If you’re ever offered drugs at school, tell that 

person, ‘My mother would kill me if I took that and then she wouldn’t let me play baseball.’” 

Scenario 

Your grade-schooler comes home reeking of cigarette smoke. (YES, this is the age group where most young 

people report their first exposure / experimenting with cigarette smoking) 

What to Say 

I know you’re curious and you wanted to see what smoking was like, but as you can see, it’s pretty disgusting 

and it probably made you cough and gag a lot. Your clothes and your breath and your hair all stink. Is that how 

you want to be known? As the kid who stinks? 

Scenario 

Your child has expressed curiosity about the pills she sees you take every day — and the other bottles in the 

medicine cabinet. 

What to Say 

Just because it’s in a family’s medicine cabinet doesn’t mean that it is safe for you to take. Even if your friends 

say it’s okay, say, “No, my parents won’t let me take something that doesn’t have my name on the bottle.” 

Scenario 

One in seven teens in America has tried huffing—inhaling the fumes from everyday items like nail polish 

remover, hair spray, and cooking spray. It’s probably been a while since you’ve talked to your child about the 

dangers of the products under the kitchen sink—but it’s important to reiterate the warning. 

What to Say 

I know it’s been a while since I talked to you about the dangers of cleaning products and that they should only 

be used for cleaning. But I’ve heard that some kids are using them to get high. I just want to let you know that 

even if your friends say, “Hey, we can buy this stuff at the supermarket so it’s totally okay to sniff it,” it’s not. 

Inhaling fumes from cleaners or products like cooking spray and nail polish remover is as dangerous as doing 

all the drugs we’ve talked about, like marijuana. 

Now, let’s talk about ways you can get out of the situation if that happens. What do you think you should say? 

Remember, you can always blame me and say, “My mom would kill me if I tried that!” 

 

  



4th to 6th grades 

Preteens: They’re on a quest to figure out their place in the world. When it comes to the way they view that 

world, they tend to give their friends’ opinions a great deal of power while, at the same time, they’re starting to 

question their parents’ views and messages. Your advice may be challenged — but it will be heard and will 

stay with your child much more than he or she will ever admit. 

Here are 8 tips to help you help your preteen live a healthy, drug-free life: 

1. Make sure your child knows your rules — and that you’ll enforce the consequences if rules are 

broken. This applies to no-use rules about tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs — as well as bedtimes and homework. 

Research shows that kids are less likely to use tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs if their parents have established a pattern 

of setting clear rules and consequences for breaking those rules. 

2. Act out scenes with your child where people offer her drugs. Kids who don’t know what to say or how to get 

away are more likely to give in to peer pressure. Let her know that she can always use you as an excuse and say: “No, my 

mom [or dad, aunt, etc.] will kill me if I smoke a cigarette.” Explain why she shouldn’t continue friendships with kids 

who have offered her cigarettes, alcohol or pills. 

3. Tell your child what makes him so special. Puberty can upend a child’s self-esteem. Feelings of insecurity, doubt 

and pressure may creep in. Offset those feelings with a lot of positive comments about his life and who he is as an 

individual — and not just when he brings home an A. 

4. Give your children the power to make decisions that go against their peers. You can reinforce this message 

through small things such as encouraging your child to pick out the sneakers he likes rather than the pair his four friends 

have. 

5. Base drug and alcohol messages on facts, not fear. Kids can’t argue with facts but their new need for 

independence may allow them to get around their fears. Also, kids love to learn facts — both run-of-the-mill and truly 

odd. For drug and alcohol facts, visit our drug guide.  www.drugfree.org/drug-guide 

6. Preteens aren’t concerned with future problems that might result from experimentation with tobacco, 

alcohol or other drugs, but they are concerned about their appearance — sometimes to the point of 

obsession. Tell them about the smelly hair and ashtray breath caused by cigarettes. Make sure they know that it would 

be hard to perform in the school play while high on marijuana. 

7. Get to know your child’s friends — and their friends’ parents. Check in by phone or a visit once in a while to 

make sure they are giving their children the same kinds of messages you give your children about alcohol, tobacco and 

other drugs. 

8. Help children separate reality from fantasy. Watch TV and movies with them and ask lots of questions to 

reinforce the distinction between the two. Remember to include advertising in your discussions, as those messages are 

especially powerful. 

 

Substances in your fourth to sixth grader’s world can include: 

Tobacco, Alcohol, Ritalin, Adderall, Inhalants, Marijuana. 

  



Conversations are one of the most powerful tools parents can use to connect with — and protect — 

their kids. But, when tackling some of life’s tougher topics, especially those about drugs and alcohol, just figuring 

out what to say can be a challenge. The following scripts will help you get conversations going with your child at 

different ages.  (Source: drugfree.org) 

What to say to a 9 – 12 year old 

Scenario 

Your child is just starting middle school and you know that eventually, he will be offered drugs and alcohol. 

What to Say 

There are a lot of changes ahead of you in middle school. I know we talked about drinking and drugs when 

you were younger, but now is when they’re probably going to be an issue. I’m guessing you’ll at least hear 

about kids who are experimenting, if not find yourself some place where kids are doing stuff that is risky. I just 

want you to remember that I’m here for you and the best thing you can do is just talk to me about the stuff you 

hear or see. Don’t think there’s anything I can’t handle or that you can’t talk about with me, okay? 

Scenario 

You find out that kids are selling prescription drugs at your child’s school. Your child hasn’t mentioned it and 

you want to get the conversation about it started. 

What to Say 

Hey, you probably know that parents talk to each other and find things out about what’s going on at school… I 

heard there are kids selling pills – prescriptions that either they are taking or someone in their family takes. 

Have you heard about kids doing this? 

Scenario 

Your child’s favorite celebrity—the one he or she really looks up to—has been named in a drug scandal. 

What to Say 

I think it must be really difficult to live a celebrity life and stay away from that stuff. Being in the public eye puts 

a ton of pressure on people, and many turn to drugs because they think drugs will relieve that stress. But a lot 

of famous people manage to stay clean – like [name others who don’t do drugs] – and hopefully this incident is 

going to help [name of celebrity] straighten out his life. Of course, people make mistakes – the real measure of 

a person is how accountable he is when he messes up. It will be interesting to see how he turns out, won’t it? 

The thing is, when a person uses drugs and alcohol—especially a kid because he’s still growing—it changes 

how his brain works and makes him do really stupid things. Most people who use drugs and alcohol need a lot 

of help to get better. I hope [name] has a good doctor and friends and family members to help him/her. 

  



MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARS.   

You’ve been anticipating this for the past few years — your child’s transition from elementary school to middle 

school. Be warned, this is a critical time and calls for extra vigilance on your part. Your son or daughter may 

still seem young, but their new surroundings can put them in some mature and tempting situations. 

 The likelihood that kids will try drugs increases dramatically during this year. Your child is going to meet lots of 

new kids, seek acceptance, and start to make more — and bigger — choices. For the first time, your kids will 

be exposed to older kids who use alcohol, tobacco or other drugs. New middle- or junior high-schoolers often 

think these older students are cool and may be tempted to try drugs to fit in. 

 

 One type of drug in particular to watch out for is inhalants, since they tend to be abused at a very young age. 

Inhalants are ordinary household products that are inhaled or sniffed by children to get high — but can cause 

serious brain damage, among other side effects. 

 

 A 2007 study shows that 20 percent of 6th graders have tried inhalants. Another disturbing fact is that from 

1998 to 2007, the percent of middle-school students agreeing strongly that sniffing or huffing things to get high 

can kill you significantly decreased from 61 percent to 54 percent. This is a potential signal of concern 

because the more risky an adolescent thinks a substance is, the less likely he / she is to abuse it. (Partnership 

Attitude Tracking Study). Therefore, it’s important to be aware of these harmful chemicals and be sure to 

educate your children on their effects as well. 

 

 To many middle-school kids, peer approval means everything and your child may make you feel unwelcome. 

He is going through a time where he feels as though he should be able to make his own decisions and may 

start to challenge your values. While your child may physically and emotionally pull away from you to establish 

his own identity — and may even seem embarrassed by you at times — he actually needs you to be involved 

in his life more than ever before. 

 

 Also, be aware that your child is going through some major physical and hormonal changes. Her moods may 

vary as she tries to come to terms with her ever-changing body and the onset of puberty. Keep yourself 

educated on what to expect — if you reassure her that nothing is out of the ordinary, your child can relax 

knowing that what she’s going through is normal. 

 

  



Middle School … continued 

To help your child make good choices during this critical time, you should: 

  Make it very clear that you do not want her to use alcohol, tobacco, marijuana or other drugs. 

 

 Find out if he really understands the consequences of alcohol, tobacco and other drug use. 

 

 Get to know her friends by taking them to and from after-school activities, games, the library, and movies 

(while being sensitive to her need to feel independent). Check in with her friends’ parents often to make sure 

you share the same anti-drug stance. 

 

 Be sure you know his online friends – as well as his other online activities such as websites he visits, with 

whom he emails, chats and instant messages, his MySpace or Facebook page, and who he text messages. 

 

 Volunteer for activities where you can observe him at school. 

 

 Hold a weekly family meeting to check in with each other and address problems or concerns. 

 

 Get your kids involved with adult-supervised after-school activities. 

 

 Give kids who are unsupervised after school a schedule of activities, limits on their behavior, household 

chores to accomplish, and a strict phone-in-to-you policy (along with easily accessible snacks). 

 

 Make it easy for your child to leave a situation where alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs are being used. 

 

 Call kids’ parents if their home is to be used for a party; get assurance that no alcoholic beverages or illegal 

substances will be at the party. 

 

 Set curfews and enforce them. 

 

 Encourage open dialogue with your children about their experiences. 
 

 

  



TIPS FOR TALKING WITH YOUR 13 to 15 year old 

For parents, this is a pivotal time in helping kids make positive choices when faced with drugs and alcohol. 

The average age kids try drugs for the first time is 13. If your child is 13, says Amelia Arria, senior scientist 

with Treatment Research Institute, you should assume that he or she has been offered drugs or alcohol. But 

you can help your teen stay healthy and drug-free — and beat the negative statistics about drug use among 

teens. Kids who learn about the risks of drugs from their parents are up to 50 percent less likely to use (2011 

Partnership Attitude Tracking Study). So, most importantly, stay involved. Young teens may say they don't 

need your guidance, but they're much more open to it than they'll ever let on. Make sure you talk to them 

about their choices of friends — drug use in teens starts as a social behavior. 

Here are 5 tips to help you guide your teen toward a healthy, drug-free life: 

1. Make sure your teen knows your rules and the consequences for breaking those rules — and, most 

importantly, that you really will enforce those consequences if the rules are broken. This applies to no-use 

rules about tobacco, alcohol and other drugs, as well as curfews and homework. Research shows that kids are less likely 

to use tobacco, alcohol and other drugs if their parents have established a pattern of setting clear rules and consequences 

for breaking those rules. [Guo, Hawkins, Hill, and Abbott (2001)] And kids who are not regularly monitored by their 

parents are four times more likely to use drugs (Metzler, Rusby & Biglan, 1999). 

 

2. Let your teen in on all the things you find wonderful about him. He needs to hear a lot of positive 

comments about his life and who he is as an individual — and not just when he makes the basketball 

team. Positive reinforcement can go a long way in preventing drug use among teens. 

 

3. Show interest — and discuss — your child's daily ups and downs. You'll earn your child's trust, learn how to 

talk to each other, and won't take your child by surprise when you voice a strong point of view about drugs. 

 

4. Tell your teen about the negative effect alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs have on physical 

appearance. Teens are extremely concerned with their physical appearance. Tell them about a time you saw a friend or 

acquaintance get sick from alcohol — reinforce how completely disgusting it was. 

 

5. Don't just leave your child's anti-drug education up to her school. Ask your teen what she's learned about 

drugs in school and then continue with that topic or introduce new topics. A few to consider: the long-term effects that 

tobacco, alcohol, and other drugs have on the human body; how and why chemical dependence occurs — including the 

unpredictable nature of dependency and how it varies from person to person; the impact of drug use on society — societal 

costs of impaired health and loss of productivity; maintaining a healthy lifestyle; positive approaches to stress reduction; 

or setting realistic short- and long-term goals. 

  

Substances in your seventh to ninth grader's world can include: 

Tobacco, Alcohol, prescription drugs such as Ritalin or Adderall, Inhalants, and illicit drugs such as Marijuana, 

Ecstasy, Herbal Ecstasy, Cocaine/Crack, GHB, Heroin, Rohypnol, Ketamine, LSD, Mushrooms 

  



Conversations are one of the most powerful tools parents can use to connect with — and protect — 

their kids. But, when tackling some of life’s tougher topics, especially those about drugs and alcohol, just figuring 

out what to say can be a challenge. The following scripts will help you get conversations going with your child at 

different ages.  (Source: drugfree.org) 

 

WHAT TO SAY TO YOUR 13 – 15 year old 

Scenario 

Your child is just starting middle school and you know that eventually, he will be offered drugs and alcohol. 

What to Say 

There are a lot of changes ahead of you in middle school. I know we talked about drinking and drugs when you 

were younger, but now is when they’re probably going to be an issue. I’m guessing you’ll at least hear about kids 

who are experimenting, if not find yourself some place where kids are doing stuff that is risky. I just want you to 

remember that I’m here for you and the best thing you can do is just talk to me about the stuff you hear or see. 

Don’t think there’s anything I can’t handle or that you can’t talk about with me, okay? 

 

Scenario 

You find out that kids are selling prescription drugs at your child’s school. Your child hasn’t mentioned it and you 

want to get the conversation about it started. 

What to Say 

Hey, you probably know that parents talk to each other and find things out about what’s going on at school… I 

heard there are kids selling pills – prescriptions that either they are taking or someone in their family takes. Have 

you heard about kids doing this? 

Scenario 

Your child’s favorite celebrity—the one he or she really looks up to—has been named in a drug scandal. 

What to Say 

I think it must be really difficult to live a celebrity life and stay away from that stuff. Being in the public eye puts a 

ton of pressure on people, and many turn to drugs because they think drugs will relieve that stress. But a lot of 

famous people manage to stay clean – like [name others who don’t do drugs] – and hopefully this incident is going 

to help [name of celebrity] straighten out his life. Of course, people make mistakes – the real measure of a person 

is how accountable he is when he messes up. It will be interesting to see how he turns out, won’t it? 

The thing is, when a person uses drugs and alcohol — especially a kid because he’s still growing — it changes how 

his brain works and makes him do really stupid things. Most people who use drugs and alcohol need a lot of help 

to get better. I hope [name] has a good doctor and friends and family members to help him/her. 

 

 

 

 

  



TIPS in talking with 16 – 18 year olds 

When it comes to drugs, teens are a savvy bunch. Drugs and messages about living drug-free have been part 

of their lives for years. They can make distinctions not only among different drugs and their effects, but also 

among trial, occasional use and addiction. They’ve witnessed many of their peers using drugs — some 

without obvious or immediate consequences, others whose drug use gets out of control. By the teen years, 

kids have also had to make plenty of choices of their own about drug use: whether they should give in to peer 

pressure and experiment with drugs, or go against some of their peers and stay clean. 

Here are 6 tips to help you help your teen continue to live a healthy, drug-free life: 

1. Don’t speak generally about drug- and alcohol-use— your older teen needs to hear detailed and 

reality-driven messages. Topics worth talking about with your teen: using a drug just once can have serious 

permanent consequences; can put you in risky and dangerous situations; anybody can become a chronic user or addict; 

combining drugs can have deadly consequences. 

 

2. Emphasize what drug use can do to your teen’s future. Discuss how drug use can ruin your teen’s chance of 

getting into the college she’s been dreaming about or landing the perfect job. 

 

3. Challenge your child to be a peer leader among his friends and to take personal responsibility for his 

actions and show others how to do the same. 

 

4. Encourage your teen to volunteer somewhere that he can see the impact of drugs on your 

community. Teenagers tend to be idealistic and enjoy hearing about ways they can help make the world a better place. 

Help your teen research volunteer opportunities at local homeless shelters, hospitals or victim services centers 

. 

5. Use news reports as discussion openers. If you see a news story about an alcohol-related car accident, talk to 

your teen about all the victims that an accident leaves in its wake. If the story is about drugs in your community, talk 

about the ways your community has changed as drug use has grown. 

 

6. Compliment your teen for the all the things he does well and for the positive choices he makes. Let him 

know that he is seen and appreciated. And let him know how you appreciate what a good role model he is for his younger 

siblings and other kids in the community. Teens still care what their parents think. Let him know how deeply 

disappointed you would be if he started using drugs. 

  

Drugs in your teen’s world can include: 

Tobacco, Alcohol, prescription drugs such as Ritalin, Oxycontin, Vicodin, Valium and Xanax, Inhalants, 

Marijuana, Ecstasy, Herbal Ecstasy, Cocaine/Crack, GHB, Heroin, Rohypnol, Ketamine, LSD, Mushrooms. 

  



Conversations are one of the most powerful tools parents can use to connect with — and protect — 

their kids. But, when tackling some of life’s tougher topics, especially those about drugs and alcohol, just figuring 

out what to say can be a challenge. The following scripts will help you get conversations going with your child at 

different ages.  (Source: drugfree.org) 

WHAT TO SAY TO YOUR 16 – 18 year old. 

Scenario 

Your teen is starting high school — and you want to remind him that he doesn’t have to give in to peer pressure to 

drink or use drugs. 

What to Say 

You must be so excited about starting high school… it’s going to be a ton of fun, and we want you to have a great 

time. But we also know there’s going to be some pressure to start drinking, smoking pot or taking other drugs. A 

lot of people feel like this is just what high school kids do. But not all high school kids drink! Many don’t, which 

means it won’t make you weird to choose not to drink, either. You can still have a lot of fun if you don’t drink. 

You’ll have a lot of decisions to make about what you want to do in high school and you might even make some 

mistakes. Just know that you can talk to us about anything – even if you DO make a mistake. We won’t freak out. 

We want you to count on us to help you make smart decisions and stay safe, okay? 

Scenario 

Every time you ask your teen how his day was, you get a mumbled, “Whatever, it was okay,” in return. 

What to Say 

Skip asking general questions like “How’s school?” every day. Instead, ask more specific questions on topics that 

interest both you and your teen (“Tell me about the pep rally yesterday.” “Are there a lot of cliques in your 

school?” “Fill me in on your Chemistry lab test.”) You can also use humor and even some gentle sarcasm to get the 

conversation flowing. Try, “Oh, what a joy it is to live with a brooding teenager!” to make your child laugh and 

start opening up a bit. 

Scenario 

Your high-schooler comes home smelling of alcohol or cigarette smoke for the first time. 

What to Say 

“The response should be measured, quiet and serious–not yelling, shouting or overly emotional,” says parenting 

expert Marybeth Hicks. “Your child should realize that this isn’t just a frustrating moment like when he doesn’t do 

a chore you asked for; it’s very big, very important, and very serious.” 

Say, “I’m really upset that you’re smoking/drinking. I need to get a handle on how often this has been happening 

and what your experiences have been so far. I get that you’re worried about being in trouble, but the worst part of 

that moment is over – I know that you’re experimenting. The best thing you can do now is really be straight with 

me, so for starters, tell me about what happened tonight…” 

Scenario 

Your teen has started to hang out with kids you don’t know — and dropped his old friends. 

What to Say 

It seems like you are hanging with a different crowd than you have in the past. Is something up with your usual 

friends? Is there a problem with [old friends’ names] or are you just branching out and meeting some new kids? 

Tell me about your new friends. What are they like? What do they like to do? What do you like about them? 

 



 

 

IF  YOU THINK THEY’RE  USING:  
DRUG ABUSE IN TEENS 13 -18  
If you’re at all concerned that your teenager is using drugs or alcohol, take action right now to 

help your child get back on track to a healthy life. 

 Look for the warning signs of drug or alcohol use or addiction. Keep in mind: Most of these 

symptoms tend to be gradual so you need to watch for them over time. Don’t jump to conclusions, but do 

investigate any suspicions you have as fully as possible. Trust your intuition. Please note: Many of the 

warning signs for teen drug abuse are the same as those for depression or for the ups and downs of being a 

teenager. There’s also the possibility it’s a physical or emotional problem. 

 

 Talk to your teen about drug abuse without going on the attack. Also, don’t try to talk with 

your child if he or she seems under the influence. Wait for a calm moment and then explain the behavior 

you’re worried about. Don’t do all the talking; give your child the chance to explain his behavior. 
 

 

 Ask a doctor, mental health professional, or a professional substance abuse counselor 
for help if your teen seems evasive or if his or her explanations are not convincing. This 

step will help you rule out physical or mental illness. If your child is using, a 

health professional skilled in diagnosing adolescents with alcohol or drug 

problems will help you figure out the best addiction intervention program for 

your teen’s needs. Programs for teen drug abuse come in many types including 

self-help, outpatient, in-patient, and 24-hour hospitalization programs. To find 

treatment programs in your area, call your family doctor, local hospital, county 

mental health society, or school counselor for a referral. You can also call 800-

662-HELP (800-662-4357) or the Partnership’s Bilingual Helpline (1-855-

DRUGFREE)  

 

 Get your family the help it needs. Consider personal or family counseling. 

Live or online support groups will help you move forward and teach you how 

to help your teen through recovery and into the future and most groups are 

offered in Spanish. Also, Al-Anon and Alateen are support groups that help 

families and friends of people with alcohol problems recover from the effects of 

living with a problem drinker — whether the person is still drinking or not. 

More than likely, someone at an Al-Anon meeting knows of a counselor who 

specializes in substance use disorders. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.drugfree.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/howtohelp2.gif


TIPS FOR TALKING WITH YOUR 19 – 25 year old    

As you prepare your child for life after high school you can help guide him to a healthy experience. And you 

don’t have to tread on his independence to do it. You let him know you have his back,” says Amelia Arria, 

Senior Scientist at Treatment Research Institute.  This doesn’t mean he doesn’t have responsibilities of his 

own, or that he isn’t responsible for making his own bed or contributing to the household. 

Wrapping Up High School 

 Ideally, you’ve already been talking to your kids about drugs and alcohol during middle school and high school. Research 

shows students who drank in high school are three times more likely to begin heavy episodic drinking in college 

[Weitzman, Nelson & Wechsler (2003)]. 

 Don’t buy into the myth that allowing teens to drink around you will help them deal with alcohol issues when they’re on 

their own. Research shows that, no matter who they drink with in high school, “they’ll sustain and increase their drinking 

level” in college, says Arria. 

Off to College 

 Make sure you keep an open line of communication with them. “It’s not all about the topic of drinking 

and drug use,” says Arria. “It’s about maintaining that really supportive relationship.” Your child 

needs to know that if any problems or difficult situations arise, she can turn to you for help. Be an at-

home resource for your college student. 

 Don’t want to come across as over-protective? “I do think the quality of the parent-child relationship 

has to change but I don’t think [parents have] to back off,” says Arria. “Rather than asking about her 

friends, you might be asking about her classes and what she’s interested in.” 

 Stay alert to possible mental health issues. “Between the ages of 18 and 25 are when a lot of things pop 

up, if they haven’t already in adolescence, like anxiety disorders,” says Arria. There is a strong link 

between mental and physical health issues and the use of drugs and alcohol. Just in case something 

does happen, make sure you know wha campus mental health resources are available to your child. 

 

Prescription Drugs in the Dorms and in your child’s post high school life 

While the most popular drugs on college campuses are alcohol and marijuana, non-medical 

use of prescription stimulants, analgesics (painkillers), and tranquilizers is on the rise 

[McCabe, West, & Wechsler (2007)]. Though prescription drugs do have an important role when prescribed by 

a doctor, unsupervised use of them can be extremely harmful. While some parents turn a blind eye because 

they think the drugs may help their child do better in school, this is something you definitely want to 

disapprove of. Keep in mind: 

 Abusing painkillers is like abusing heroin because both drugs’ ingredients (both are opioids) are very similar. 

 Many pills look pretty much the same, but depending on the drug and the dosage the effects can vary greatly from mild to 

lethal. 

 “Non-medical use of prescription drugs is actually associated with decreased academic performance, not an increase,” 

says Arria. She adds that there also seems to be “a strong relationship between the use of other drugs and non-medical use 

of prescription stimulants.” Researchers believe that students get into a cycle of spending a lot of time with friends, doing 

drugs and drinking, instead of going to classes. Then they turn to prescription stimulants to help them get through. The 

combination does not work. For more information, visit The Medicine Abuse Project at medicineabuseproject.org. 

http://www.medicineabuseproject.org/


Young Adult.. Continued 

 

Drugs in your college post-high school-aged child’s world can include: 

Tobacco, Alcohol, prescription drugs such as Ritalin, Oxycontin, Vicodin, Valium or Xanax, and illicit drugs 

such as Marijuana, Cocaine, Methamphetamine, Heroin. Inhalants, Marijuana, Ecstasy, Herbal Ecstasy, 

Cocaine/Crack, GHB, Heroin, Rohypnol, Ketamine, LSD, Mushrooms. 

 

Conversations are one of the most powerful tools parents can use to connect with — and protect — 

their young adults. But, when tackling some of life’s tougher topics, especially those about drugs and 

alcohol, just figuring out what to say can be a challenge. The following scripts will help you get conversations 

going with your 19 to 25 year old. 

 

Scenario 

Your adult child is moving to her own apartment or into a college dorm 

What to Say 

I know you’re off to start your own life but please know that I’m always here for you. I respect that you’re old 

enough to make your own choices, but if you ever want another perspective on things, give a shout. I’ll try my 

hardest to help you out without judging you for your decisions. Sound good? 

Amelia Arria, senior research scientist at the Treatment Research Institute, also suggests: There are certain 

things that you can count on in life and one of the things you’re going to be able to count on is me. As your 

parent, I am always here for you. Remember, I am your support. I’m the one who can guide you. 

 

Scenario 

After watching a movie portraying drug use together, you want to gauge your adult child’s opinion on drugs. 

What to Say 

I know you’re going to think that I’m over-protective or meddling, and I’m sorry. But that movie really disturbed 

me and I just have to ask: is there a lot of drug use at your college/in your new town? Do the new friends that 

you’ve made dabble in drugs at all? How do you feel about it? 

  



IF  YOU THINK THEY’RE  USING:  
YOUNG ADULTS 19 -25  
The most important step you can take in addiction intervention for an adult is to speak up and urge him or her 

to get help. This is especially crucial if you notice any of the early signs of alcohol or drug dependence, like 

excessive use and/or drinking at inappropriate times or places (e.g., during work or while playing sports), or if 

they have suffered negative consequences as a result of use, such as absenteeism from classes or work, or 

arrests. 

Don’t try to determine the severity of your child’s substance problem yourself — urge him or her to get help as 

quickly as possible. As you go through the process of helping your child, keep in mind: 

 If your child is experiencing medical or legal crises, point to these as examples that show the extent of the problem. When 

the acute impacts of the crisis have been alleviated, talk about the need for help. In these situations, help has a very good 

chance of being accepted. 

 

 Resist the urge to enable the substance use to continue by rescuing your child from the negative consequences without 

pressuring him to seek help. People often decide to change their behavior because they experience painful crises. If you 

rescue your child, you will reduce the impact of those experiences. Do not tell lies to cover for your child’s behavior. Do 

not let your son stay at your home when he’s been thrown out of his home. Do not explain to your daughter’s boss that 

her belligerent behavior is not really “her” but caused by “stress.” 

 

 You need to set boundaries. If you think your child has a substance use problem, you can start setting limits by not 

allowing drinking or drug use around you. Be clear about what behavior you will and will not tolerate. Don’t be afraid to 

set clear rules including 1) Do not come to my home drunk, high, or with drugs on you. 2) If you visit us when you are 

high, we will not let you in. 3) None of your friends can come here drunk, high, or with drugs on them. 4) If you or your 

friends refuse to leave, we’ll call the police. 

 

 Tell your child that you won’t accept verbal promises and that he must take positive action to back up his words. 

 

 Get support for yourself. Al-anon and/or professional help can help give you the confidence to take a firm stand with your 

child — and maintain it for the long haul. Also, support will help you take care of yourself — one of the most important 

steps you can take to help your son or daughter. 

  



How to Get Treatment 

If your child agrees to treatment, or even agrees to consider it, make connections with a treatment center right 

away. Have phone numbers for alcohol and drug counseling services, physicians who are knowledgeable 

about alcoholism and drug dependence, local hospitals that treat alcoholics and addicts, and Alcoholics 

Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous available and ready. 

You may have to be the one to choose the treatment. This task may seem daunting, but remember: there are 

no “right” or “wrong” choices, and any health care professional with knowledge of substance use disorders can 

help you. To find treatment programs in your area, call your family doctor, local hospital, county mental health 

society, or school counselor for a referral. You can also call 800-662-HELP (800-662-4357) or do a search on 

the Substance Abuse Treatment Facility Locator. 

Don’t stop there. Remember that agreeing to treatment is only the first step toward getting well. Your child will 

need your direct support and steady involvement every step of the way if he or she is to get well. 

If Your Child Refuses Treatment 

If your adult child refuses to go for treatment immediately, show your willingness to do anything to help your 

child get treatment in the future. For example, you can say: “I will go with you to Twelve Step meetings. I will 

go with you to meet with a physician, counselor, social worker or family therapist. I will be involved in whatever 

way the treatment program thinks I could be of most help.” 

If all else fails, you may need to withdraw financial and emotional support or end all contact with your child. Let 

your child know that you will always be available when he or she decides to get help. 
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