What's the Big Deal? Attendance Intervention Parental Responsibilities
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When Your Child is Sick

Unfortunately, no matter how hard we try as par-
ents, sometimes our children still get sick. If this
should occur, we ask that you call the school to
let us know that your child will not be attending
school that day. This allows our staff to mark the
absence as EXCUSED. (The only exception to this
is if your child is already on an Attendance Plan,
which will be addressed in a different section.)
When you call the school, please simply let the
secretary know your name, your child’s first and
last name, and state that your
child will be absent due toill-

ness. You may provide the N
school additional details at

your own discretion.

OTHER REASONS FOR ABSENCES

We acknowledge that there are numerous other
life events and circumstances that may lead to
your child missing school. When this occurs,
please call to ensure the absence is excused.

Attendance Plans

When a student has become either chronically absent

or habitually truant, the school may decide to create a
formal Attendance Plan for a child. An attendance
plan helps provide parents with resources to address
some of the factors that may be contributing to the
students absenteeism. It also changes the conditions
by which absences are excused. When a planisin
place:

1. Parents become responsible for providing docu-
mentation for all absences.

2. School absences are no longer considered
“excused” by a phone call.

3. After the plan is enacted, additional absences may
lead to the school referring the student to the Dis-
trict Truancy Officer.

4. If non-compliance occurs, the truancy officer may
elect to take further action to ensure that the child
is compliant with state and district attendance ex-
pectations.

If you have any questions pertaining to District Policy,
please do not hesitate to contact the District 8
adminastration office @ 719-382-1300. For Mesa
attendance questions, please contact Ashley Newsom
at anewsom@ffc8.org. You may also call the school at
719-382-1370 and request to talk to Ms. Newsom or
the counselor, Mrs. Gregor, at any time. Thank you
for letting us partner with you in your child’s edu-
cational. We consider ourselves privileged to play

a role in your child’s life.

Mesa Attendance Policy

= Why is attendance important?

= What do | do when my child is

sick?

= What do | do if my child doesn’t

want to go to school?

= When does the school

intervene?

= What is an attendance plan?
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