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O U R  M I S S I O N 
D R I V E S  A L L  T H AT  W E  D O.

We welcome submissions from  
all Georgetown Day School 
community members.  

Please contact dina@gds.org to 
learn more. Alumni are encouraged 
to send their news with photos to 
alumni@gds.org for inclusion in 
the Georgetown Days magazine.

Georgetown Day School honors the integrity 
and worth of each individual within a 
diverse school community. GDS is dedicated 
to providing a supportive educational 
atmosphere in which teachers challenge the 
intellectual, creative, and physical abilities of 
our students, and foster strength of character 
and concern for others. From the earliest 
grades, we encourage our students to wonder, 
to inquire, and to be self-reliant, laying the 
foundation for a lifelong love of learning.
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This Fall 2022 edition of Georgetown Days represents a 
transition in our print calendar for the School’s community 
magazine. Our magazine will now be circulated in the Fall and 
Spring of each school year. This issue covers content from 
November 2021 through June 2022. 

The spring of 2022 at GDS was marked by a burst of activity, 
which felt particularly joyous and vibrant following two years 
of pandemic schooling. Spring in School is always busy. 
The seeds of student possibility, which are carefully planted 
in the fall and assiduously cultivated through the winter, 
bloom proudly in the spring in the form of concerts, essays, 
presentations, and an abundance of celebration-worthy 
student work. 

Even during this typically bustling season, the 72-hour 
period that commenced the evening of April 21, 2022 was 
noteworthy. Our community was partially emerging from 
a pandemic of more than two years. We reached deep into 
our School’s past to celebrate the people and relationships 
that have made us who we are, even as we celebrated our 
contemporary strength and vitality and shared excitement for 
the future. 

As you’ll see in other parts of this magazine, that weekend 
was a rich few days for our community:

T H U RS DAY  E V E N I N G ,  A P R I L  2 1

I joined alumni parents on the LMS patio to enjoy drinks, 
hors d’oeuvres and each others’ company. Parents of alumni 
reminisced about their child’s GDS era and shared stories of 
their now adult children thriving in the world, as physicians, 
playwrights, social workers, scientists, policy makers, and 
more. While many marveled at our newly unified campus, 
which they were seeing for the first time, they were reassured 
that, “It still feels like GDS.” As if to emphasize the point, the 
words of student poets drifted across Davenport Street from 
their Slam Poetry Night on the High School balcony.

FRO M  W H E R E 
I  STA N D

Russell Shaw, Head of School

Slam Poetry Night
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F R I DAY  M O R N I N G ,  A P R I L  2 2

Lower School students gathered in the LMS Performing Arts 
Space to celebrate Passover, their first-in person assembly 
in more than two years. The performance took place in the 
round, with old favorites such as “Pass Over All Our Houses” 
and “Dayenu” enhanced with modern dance and vivid 
imagery projected on screens overhead. 

SAT U R DAY,  A P R I L  2 3

Our fields were thrumming with Spring Sports Saturday 
activity, as our lacrosse and softball teams competed on 
campus, our baseball teams played just down the road, and 
we christened a new crew boat. Even as we were cheering 
on our teams, community members also gathered on the 
LMS Driveway for Eco-Market Day, a student-planned 
event with the goal of raising environmental consciousness. 
The event, co-planned by the Student Action Committee 
and Environmental Task Force, featured booths for voter 
registration and a clothing swap, along with opportunities to 
learn about topics such as affordable housing and recycling. 
The lively carnival atmosphere coincided with our first in-
person Alumni Reunion in three years. Alumni enjoyed tours 
of the new building, and returned to the classroom for a new 
offering, Classes Without Quizzes, featuring lessons from 
Kevin Barr, Sue Ikenberry and Bobby Asher. There were also 
affinity gatherings for Black and LGBTQ+ alumni and an 
evening reunion party.

S U N DAY  M O R N I N G ,  A P R I L  2 4

Nearly 200 community members gathered in the LMS gym 
to celebrate the life of Gladys Stern, our third head of school. 
Gladys began at GDS as a parent in the 1950’s, was the 
founding director of the GDS High School, and served as 
head of school for 21 years, from 1975-1996. The celebration 
featured performances from students, faculty, and alumni as 
well as four speakers reflecting on Gladys’s remarkable life 
and her many contributions to GDS. 

As we prepared to welcome students back to campus for the 
2022-23 school year, that whirlwind spring weekend was 
still with me. It reminded me that at GDS, we’re blessed to be 
part of a story that is bigger than all of us. Our programs and 
facilities evolve to meet the needs of the present moment and 
our teaching practices and student supports improve based 
on contemporary research. Even as we evolve to meet our 
present moment, we are anchored in a story, a mission, and a 
web of relationships that make us uniquely GDS.

That weekend in April, as I was surrounded by every type 
of community member, watching our students display new 
forms of advocacy, celebrating Gladys and our Passover 
tradition, and building new connections, I was buoyed by the 
knowledge that we are honoring our past while leaning into 
the possibility of the future, a balancing act that is at the  
heart of GDS.

Passover

Eco-Market Day

Gladys Stern CelebrationW
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4 Where Students Love to Learn

A R O U N D 
C A M P U S L O V E  T O  L E A R N

STITC H E D :  
S TO RY T E L L I N G  A N D  Q U I LT I N G  

In an era of texting, textiles still have a place at GDS. In 
classes throughout the School, students used the art of 
quilting to tell their stories, process what they’re learning, or 
celebrate their communities and identities. “Quilt-making is 
much more than just fabric turned into a blanket,” said Lower 
Middle School art teacher Ashley Ortiz.

Students in Nadia Mahdi’s 12th grade English class 
interpreted scenes from one of three plays—Hamlet, 
Agamemnon, and Trifles—through paintings, collages, 

and other creative projects. Leah Belber created a quilt, 
Ophelia, which she said represents the Hamlet character’s 
“descent into madness as well as her drowning in the creek.” 
Leah chose fabrics that looked like watery reeds and crafted 
an optical illusion to help the viewer experience Ophelia’s fall.

High School students reflected on the historical 
tradition of quilt-making, its evolution, and its 
reimagining as a contemporary art form during the 

African American Quilting Journey workshop. The event took 
place during Social Justice Teach-In Days, a GDS tradition 
that features a variety of seminars (in lieu of classes) to 
honor the work of social justice activists. Fatmata Koroma, 
artist and associate director of college counseling, led the 
quilt-making discussion and encouraged students to create 
their own squares.

Students in Liz Spratley’s 4th grade class pieced 
together drawings of their personal experiences into 
a quilt. The bottom left-hand border quotes from 

Julius Lester’s Let’s Talk About Race: “I am a story. So are you. 
So is everybody.” 

Before they started snipping and sewing, 5th 
graders in Ashley Ortiz and Jenn Heffernan’s 
visual arts classes discussed the work of 

Bisa Butler, who is bridging tradition and contemporary 
storytelling with her vibrant quilted portraits of Black 
Americans. The students also learned of a rural community in 
Alabama called Gee’s Bend, where a decades-old women’s 
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quilting collective gained national recognition 
for using designs and techniques passed down 
through generations of Black women. Nora Son ’29 
(lower right) and her classmates then put scissors 
to fabric and made quilt squares that depict what 
they treasure most in the world.

Students across multiple grade levels 
created artwork in response to new anti-
LGBTQ+ bills passed in state legislatures. 

“Art should always be a space where kids can 
respond to what is happening in the world,” said 
LMS art teacher Jenn Heffernan, who patched 
together the tiled collection and another on the 
war in Ukraine.
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B U I LD I N G 
U N D E R S TA N D I N G

P R E T T Y  CO O L :
L E A R N I N G  CO M E S  A L I V E

W e wouldn’t dare begin an article for Georgetown 
Days by quoting an educational theorist like 
Jean Piaget, who said: “The goal of education is 

not to increase the amount of knowledge but to create the 
possibilities for a child to invent and discover.” A snoozer of a 
sentence like that and you, reader, might drift off to the photo 
captions—though let’s be honest, you’ve probably already 
read those.

Far better to begin with a pair of 6th graders setting sail 
down a Middle School hallway on a Viking ship they crafted 
from cardboard. Or a junior proudly holding in the palm of his 
hand a tiny replica of the Circus Maximus in Rome.

(Though if we did, hypothetically, dare to begin with Piaget—
or John Dewey or Maria Montessori—it would be to offer 
living proof of the active-learning principles they championed: 
Whether constructing with LEGOS®, cardboard, or clay, it all 
just clicks better when students are building it.)

Sixth-grade Viking shipbuilders Parker 
Dunbar and Samuel Leveton raised 
the mast on their warship and invited 
classmates to climb aboard. 

“At first you just learn stuff, which is 
interesting, but then you get to use that 
information to create something,” 4th grader 
Jake Teitelbaum said about the learn-
then-build sequence in 4th grade ancient 
civilizations study. “The feeling of being able 
to make that really cool thing from the parts 
that I have learned about is really fun.”

As students studied ancient India, China, 
Greece, and the kingdoms of West Africa, 
they made models, three-dimensional maps, 
and dioramas. Their “living map” of Africa, for 
example, began only with general geographic 
features but soon grew, like a living thing, to 
include trade routes, salt mines, and other key 
locations that helped the continent’s medieval 
civilizations thrive. 

SA D D L E BAG S  
F U L L  O F  G O L D :
L E A R N I N G  W I T H  P E E RS

History students in 6th grade designed 
exhibits on Mesopotamia, the Malian Empire, 
the Vikings, the Romans, the Aztecs, and 
the Mayans for a fictional museum of ancient 
civilizations called the Mythsonian.

Arav Bapna, Della Blum, Julia Nahon, and 
Nathan Mwenje teamed up to create a three-
dimensional display of a village in ancient Mali 
that Mansa Musa, King of Kings, passed on 
his pilgrimage to Mecca in 1324. The display 
featured a temple, a gold mine, and a camel 
caravan with gold spilling out of the saddlebags.   

“It’s more engaging to build a whole  
village,” Della said. “And having multiple 
people in a group helped us collaborate and 
get more ideas.”

“Or we could give each other feedback,”  
Arav said.

“We were able to offer help if someone 
needed something,” Nathan added.

6 Where Students Love to Learn



Jake Teitelbaum ’30 shows his 
ancient Greek trireme, a war 
galley with three banks of oars.

(L-R) Rafa Westelius, Brendan 
Chu, and Gavin Solomon with the 
Mesopotamian Tower of Babel

(L-R) Sixth graders Christian 
Jackson, Cia Carr, Maceo Lindsey, 
and Layla Squire with their 
Mythsonian Museum exhibition on 
Ancient Rome

(L-R) Welcome to ancient Mali! Diorama 
by 6th graders Julia Nahon, Arav Bapna, 
Della Blum, and Nathan Mwenje

Ella McKenzie ’30 presents her 
project on ancient Greek symbols.

Fellow 4th grader Zuri Wilson deeply 
researched ancient canals in India so she 
could authentically represent the scene in 
her diorama. 

“I brainstormed with some of my friends 
what we would put where,” Zuri said. “We 
needed to know a lot about the color of the 
river and what kinds of plants and trees 
existed in that area at that time. You have to 
know what to put where because you don’t 
want to make something that is not realistic. 
I think that is pretty cool.”

7GEORGETOWN DAYS   FALL 2022



M A RV E L S  O F 
A RC H I T EC T U R E : 
C R E AT I V E  F R E E D O M Noah Shelton ’22 

was intrigued by the 
polyspaston, an ancient 
treadwheel crane.

Roman architectural 
marvels printed by 
students in High School 
Latin Literature.

Mackenzie Williams ’23 said 
she was interested in the way 
the Temple of Vesta, one of 
the earliest and most sacred 
structures in the Roman Forum, 
related to gender dynamics and 
power structures.

In Nicola McCutcheon’s High School 
Introduction to Latin Literature class, 
students worked with digital engineering app 
Tinkercad to create 3-D replicas of Roman 
architectural marvels.

“We had the freedom to get into whatever we 
found interesting,” said Simrin Reed ’22, who 
made an ancient aqueduct model. “As I looked 
into how to build [my model], I learned about 
so many themes and topics,” she explained.
 
Maker-in-Residence Matthew Bachiochi, 
who runs the school’s Innovation Lab, said 
assignments like this open great possibilities 
for teaching and learning.

“It’s fun for teachers to have ways of assessing 
students that aren’t only on a piece of paper,” 
said Bachiochi, who taught the students to 
design and print their 3-D structures. “Creating 
a board game or redesigning a monument 
they’ve been learning about can offer a 
fantastic way to think outside the pantheon of 
traditional assessments.”

8 Where Students Love to Learn



Leo’s 3-D replica of the Temple of Jupiter 
Optimus Maximus, which once stood on 
the Capitoline Hill in Rome, and the tiny red 
temple he created in 5th grade.

Inspired by the interdisciplinary 
modeling projects of their Latin 
Language peers, Yka de Castillo’s 
Spanish students studied and built 3-D 
models of indigenous homes. Speaking 
in Spanish, they described the Casas 
Flotantes of Lake Titicaca, the Hanok 
of Korea, plank houses of the Pacific 
Northwest, and other homes across 
four continents.

For Senior Leo Cooper, the assignment 
was a trip down memory lane. In 5th 
grade, Leo had used one of GDS’s 
(then novel) 3-D printers to make a 
tiny red temple. This year, he revisited 
the concept with a more complex 
appreciation of scale, symmetry, and 
precision. “I found it interesting that 
seven years later, I had tasked myself 
with improving the simple red temple I 
had printed in 5th grade,” Leo said.

9GEORGETOWN DAYS FALL 2022



T H E  VA LU E  O F  A 
G DS  E D U C ATI O N
At GDS, students are taking measure of the world around them as they grow and 
develop their critical thinking skills. They’re learning to gather information, analyze 
it from different perspectives, and collaborate as they tackle a challenge and lead 
ethically. Teaching children to approach complex problems with an open mind and a 
discerning eye is what GDS does best, no matter what the subject. The value of that 
kind of education is simply immeasurable. 

A PPROAC H  A N G L E 
Oliver Malkin ’26 measures Lucas Qi ’26 
before calculating the height of the GDS 
Lower/Middle School building. Middle 
School math teacher Angelique Errett 
walked among the various groups to 
supervise their progress.
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Sosi Audain ’26 and Sanae Debgupta 
’26 untangle a tape measure as 
they prepare for a geometry project 
using similar triangles and shadows 
to indirectly calculate the heights of 
taller objects. 

10 Where Students Love to Learn



S PA R K I N G 
L E A R N I N G
In Polly Martin’s High School chemistry class, 
Christian Charles ’24 and Olivia Brown ’24 
observed the various colors that different 
metal ions emit when burned. Charles used a 
spectroscope to identify the wavelengths of 
light that emanate from the resulting metal 
cations (positively charged ions). 

A  D RO P  I N  T H E  P OT
Alumna Ali Squire ’97 led a workshop on the 
significance of resins in art during the Middle School 
STEAM Day. Serena Wise ’27 (pictured) and her 
classmates measured non-toxic epoxy in a one-to-one 
ratio with a quick-cure hardener before mixing in color. 
Ali (parent of Layla ’28, Elle ’29, and Ruby ’32) guided 
them in creating their own epoxy resin keychain 
souvenirs. The workshop–Exploring Resin: Science 
in Art–was one of many events that day designed to 
engage students in science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and math.   

M E A S U R I N G  T H E 
M A R I G O L D S 
After Earth Week ended on April 22, GDS 4th graders 
counted how many “green actions” Lower School 
students had taken to preserve and protect our planet. 
The whopping tally: 2,949. The actions included using 
both sides of the paper before recycling, turning off 
lights when leaving a room, and riding a bike to school. 
Another team of 4th graders (pictured) measured 
pinches of seeds into 500 packets for distribution to  
the community.

Students and staff took home “Save the Bees” and 
“Bring Home the Butterflies” native wildflower mixtures. 
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Juanita Irving-Pettyjohn Jr. ’24 used a cobalt glass slide to 
spot a second salt masked in a two-salt mixture, while Ella 
Lynn ’24 took a turn holding the double salt in the flame.
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W H AT  I S

M I N I M E STE R? M I N I M E STE R?
It’s a three-day break from the usual High School schedule during which students can pick and choose from a 
catalog of 38 immersive experiences curated and led by faculty and staff. The theme of each offering is based on 
the interests and talents of the individuals who lead them. 

Overnight stays at three historically black colleges in Maryland and Virginia included a stop in Baltimore for a CIAA basketball tournament. 

G E T  O N  T H E  B U S

We made cinnamon buns during Fingerlickin’ 
Buttery French Baking!

F I N G E R L I C K I N ’  B U T T E RY 

F R E N C H  BA K I N G

A R O U N D 
C A M P U S C H A N G E  T H E  W O R L D

12 Learn to Change the World

Browsing a record store as we learned the basics of 
mixing vinyl and digital

T H E  A RT  O F  DJ I N G

From kombucha to kimchi, food chemistry never 
tasted so good!

E X P LO R I N G  T H E  S C I E N C E 

O F  F E R M E N T E D  FO O D S



We dug into the basics of landscape design and 

urban gardening because green space helps the 

mind, body and planet.

T H E  P OW E R  O F  P L A N TS

Who knew math could sharpen our strategy skills? 

Each day, we played backgammon, blackjack, or poker. 

Competition was fierce!

M AT H E M AT I C S  O F  G A M B L I N G

Getting wet and wise as we learn to scuba dive and 
soak up information on underwater exploration and 
marine life conservation.

T H E  B I G  B LU E

13GEORGETOWN DAYS FALL 2022

Woodworking awl the way! Making dovetail joints 
by hand is tough, but everyone got the hang of it. 
We each made a lidded box. 

WO O DWO R K I N G

Pysanky we made using wax and dye, in keeping with an 
ancient Ukrainian egg decorating tradition 

U K R A N I A N  EG G  D ECO R AT I N G

Pilar grilled as our pitmasters smoked meat. Learned 
tricks of the trade from Wagshal’s Pam the Butcher 
and business insights from Hill Country Barbecue. 

BA R - B - C U R I O U S



G DS  I N  AC TI O N

T RY I N G  TO  
D O  G O O D 
When the High School history 
department started brainstorming about 
coursework for its rigorous Upper Level 
classes, the teachers thought about 
ways that would encourage students to 
do something, not just know something.

Against that backdrop, Marjorie Hale* 
figured that “action research projects” 
were a no-brainer for students in her 
UL American Government and UL 
International Relations classes. After 
all, they were studying in the nation’s 
capital, just a stone’s throw from 
Congress and the rest of the federal 
government, not to mention a wide 
range of public interest groups.

So starting in Fall 2020, Marjorie 
started asking her students to identify 
issues they’re passionate about and do 
something—at least three things—to 
influence it. 

“This assignment works because the 
kids really care,” Marjorie said. But 
Caring doesn’t always translate into 
succeeding, and that’s okay too. 

Students may not get a single response 
to letters they’ve written. Articles they 
hoped to publish may get rejected, and 
workshops they’ve organized may not 
attract a single person.
 
“That teaches them something too,” 
Marjorie said. “Sometimes, when we 
push for change, we fail. That doesn’t 
mean that we shouldn’t try to do good 
in the world.”

* Marjorie was an HS history teacher for 11 years, 
and she’s currently in Colombia with her family for 
the school year.

Iman grasped the human toll of the Syrian 
refugee crisis two years ago when she 

watched Salam Neighbor, a documentary that 
chronicled the plight of five displaced Syrians in Jordan’s Za’atari 
camp. For her action research project, Iman wanted to figure out 
how, or even if, she could do anything to help ease the ongoing 
Syrian refugee crisis. She decided to sign up to provide online 
tutoring of Syrian refugee children in the Washington region 
through Solutions in Hometown Connections.

“This project opened my eyes to how international issues can play 
out at home,” Iman said. “It helped me track huge issues somewhere 
else in the world back to myself and my community. …It made me 
feel the scale of the problems.”

Noura examined a Trump-era policy that 
turned away thousands of immigrants at 

the Southern border without giving them the 
opportunity to seek asylum. She designed a poster that highlighted 
the issue and posted 50 copies of it throughout GDS and her 
neighborhood. The poster provided a QR Code that linked to a form 
letter that anyone could send to President Biden urging him to 
repeal the policy.  

“I did research on what a form letter is, how to write it, and how 
to send it,” Noura said. “I took all the information I learned in my 
American Government class about how immigration laws are made 
and who enforces them and channeled it in a way that makes an 
impact on a topic I care about. … I got to understand how to connect 
with our government.”  

Here are what students have to say about 
some of the actions they’ve taken:

I M A N  D O R M A N  ’ 2 2 
   Highlighting Plight of Syrian Refugees

N O U R A  A N G U LO  ’ 2 2
   Helping Asylum Seekers

14 Learn to Change the World



Zachary explored the role of federal 
investment in medical research, focusing 

specifically on racial disparities and a 
legislative proposal that would create an agency 

designed to hasten life-saving medical innovations. 

“You would think that NIH and CDC could do any 
research they want,” Zachary said. “But this project 
showed me there’s so much more out there for them to 
do if they could just get more funding.”

To do his part in bolstering research, Zachary arranged 
a fundraiser for Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, 
which is dedicated to finding cures for childhood 
cancers. As a pitcher for the GDS baseball team, 
Zachary had his friends and family donate money for 
every person he struck out or every game he played. 

“I am hoping in the future that (federally-funded 
programs) will have more money and work alongside 
places like ALSF,” he said. 

S H A I  DW EC K  ’ 2 2  A N D  S E T H  R I K E R  ’ 2 2
Combating Homelessness

Shai and Seth teamed 
up to challenge the 
federal government’s 

response to homelessness in the United States and its 
disproportionate impact on communities of color.

The duo prepared a video that tracked the history 
of homelessness dating back to the pre-Civil War 
era. High School history teacher Topher Dunne, who 
collaborated on the video, plans to use it as a resource 
for Waging Life in the DMV, a track he teaches as part 
of the GDS Policy Institute summer program.

“We wanted to make sure that the legacy of our 
project will live on past our time at GDS and influence 
the education others get at School,” Seth said.  
 

He added that he learned about how mental health and 
so many other social justice issues have contributed to 
the rise in homelessness.

Shai and Seth also released a one-episode podcast 
in which they discussed the relationship between 
homelessness and race as well as what steps listeners 
can take to help ease homelessness in their communities.
 
“This project showed me that it’s easy to become 
knowledgeable on an issue. The harder part is figuring 
out how to take that knowledge and make an actual 
impact,” Shai said. “I don’t know if we completely 
cracked that egg, but hopefully what we put out 
inspired people in some way.”

Z AC H A RY  JAG E R  ’ 2 3
   Bolstering Funding for Medical Research
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With the mental health crisis raging among teens, a group 
of students decided GDS needed more than just a lecture 
or assembly to address the issue. They wanted a full day 
devoted to mental health maintenance, with speakers and 
workshops galore. 

And so the first GDS Mental Health Teach-In Day came to 
fruition on January 6, the culmination of much planning by 
the GDS High School Student Mental Health Collaborative. 

“We wanted to have the day serve as a tool for education 
and connection,” said Sophie Zinn ’22, one of more than two 
dozen student leaders who helped organize the event. “We 
also wanted to bring attention to (the Collaborative), to let 
students know that we are here as a resource for them.”

Keynote speaker Ross Szabo, Wellness Director at UCLA’s 
Geffen Academy, set the tone by emphasizing that mental 
health is something that has to be tended to regularly, not just 
in a crisis situation. “Mental health has to be something you 
foster, grow, and wire in your brain from this time forward, 
much like your physical health,” Szabo told the students.

The day allowed for dialogue in small groups. Max Grosman 
’22, another student organizer, said the topics covered went 
beyond anxiety, depression, and other mainstream mental 

health issues to include less discussed issues, such as the 
intersectionality of mental health and certain identities.

“We made sure we incorporated sessions on masculinity, 
gender, and race,” Max said.

The day, which was divided into morning and afternoon 
sessions, also provided practical how-to instruction on 
everything from meditation to yoga. Students led some of 
the discussions, and the organizers set aside a room for 
anyone who needed to speak to a counselor during the day.

High School counselor Gaby Grebski, who helped organize 
the event, said many students told her the panels were very 
helpful, and she expects GDS will hold a similar teach-in day 
this school year. 

“We now have a good template that will make the event 
easier to organize,” Gaby said. “Students got to explore 
mental health in a way that was positive, and that’s the goal. 
We need to keep talking about it.” 

Other faculty and staff members supporting the Mental Health 
Collaborative for this event included Gabrielle Holder, Caitlin 
Hutcheon, Bobby Asher, Michelle McKeever, Ricardo Carmona, and 
Quinn Killy.

M E NTA L  H E A LTH 
TE AC H - I N  DAY

16 Learn to Change the World



What does the Hopper Fund do?

E V E RY T H I N G .  E V E RY  DAY.

The Hopper Fund provides critical support for all of our programming, facilities, staff salary, and professional development and 
allows us to offer more robust financial aid packages. Quite simply, the Hopper Fund supports everything, every day. Your gift 
to the Hopper Fund allows us to continue to invest in the people and programs that make GDS unique. 

M A K E  A  G I F T  TO DAY  AT  G D S .O RG /G I V I N G 
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The GDS community gathered in June to celebrate 
the graduation of 130 seniors at George Washington 
University’s Lisner Auditorium, resuming an in-person 
tradition there that was abruptly interrupted by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

In keeping with custom, each graduate handed Head of 
School Russell Shaw a trinket–in this case, a marble–when 
crossing the stage to shake his hand and accept their 
diplomas. “At least now I have some of my marbles back,” 
Russell later quipped. 

The ceremony featured music, song, and a huge pat on 
the back from the graduation speakers, who commended 
students and faculty for their grace and agility in coping 
with the devastating effects of a deadly pandemic that 
upended their high school experience.

“A once-in-a-generation pandemic that has consumed 
half of your high school experience could not knock 
you off course,” said Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, the 
parent speaker and GDS Trustee. “You have finished your 
coursework, and you are here today graduating nonetheless. 
We know that if you can do that, you can do anything.”

Graduates, you will fail. You will try 
something hard, and it won’t work out. 

When you encounter those setbacks your job 
is to say: ‘This is what is happening to me at 
this moment. This is not who I am.’  … One 
thing I hope you’re each taking with you from 
GDS is resilience and the ability to take the 
long view.”

I encourage you to listen to your inner voice. 
Think about what inspires you–the subjects, the 
topics, the things that make you say: ‘This is great. 
I want to do more of this.’ …Let those inner voices 
and values guide you as you shape your own story.”

R U S S E L L  S H AW
H E A D  O F  S C H O O L

S U P R E M E  CO U RT  J U ST I C E 
K E TA N J I  B ROW N  JAC K S O N
PA R E N T  S P E A K E R

PHOTO CREDITS JASON PUTSCHÉ
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Barnard College
Bates College
Bennington College
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Bowie State University
Brandeis University
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
Carnegie Mellon University

Clark Atlanta University
Colby College
Colgate University
Colorado College
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Duke University
Fordham University
Georgetown University

Hamilton College
Harvard University
Harvey Mudd College
Haverford College
Indiana University, Bloomington 
John Cabot University
Macalester College
Massachusetts Institute 
	 of Technology
McGill University

Middlebury College
Morehouse College
New York University
North Carolina A & T  
	 State University
Northeastern University
Oberlin College
Pomona College
Princeton University
Rice University

W H E R E  T H E Y ’ R E  H E A D E D

Sahari Bougier Abney
Avani Ahuja
Miriam Akhmetshin
Ahlyah McKissack Albritton
Reid Caroline Alexander
Halle Michelle Ampey-Howard
Noura Elena Angulo
Caroline Priya Antonipillai
Sophie Danielle Axelrod
Charles D. Baar
Emi Katherine Bailey
Ken Gordon Bailey
Evan Reid Banerjee
Leah Rose Belber
Julien Berman
Pallavi Rani Bhargava
Julius Boxer-Cooper
Phoebe Garcia Braun
Joya Trudie Breinholt
Dylan Alexander Bronner
Kendall Maryce Bullock 
Maxwell Louis Burns
Madeleine June Carroll

Malachi Brandon Cheeks
Isabelle Choi-Orr
Ethan Andrew Cohen
Claire Yasmine Cooper
Leo Jeffress Cooper
Sadie Katharine Cutler
Isaac Robert Cymerman
Antonio Cyrus, Jr.
Brock Kingston Davis
Maggie Millicent Day
Pierce Edward DeCain
Iman Alia Dorman
Kai Dünwald
Shai Noah Dweck
Nolawit Elias
Jon C. Ergun
Colleen Anne Ewald
Eli Anthony Faber
Nadia Alcynthia Fairfax
Madeleine Eliza Feldman
Benjamin Cole Finkelstein 
Leah Morningstar Fitzpayne 
Luke Hahn Flyer

Benjamin Louis Eldridge Freedman
Noah River Freedman
Julian Harper Galkin
Eleanor Caroline Gaugh
Lyra Gemmill-Nexon
Emma Murphy Gillespie
Carmen Adele Mumford Gitchell
Sophia Gore
Jeremy Trister Grace
Haidyn Colby Green
Sofia Jade Greenfield
Max Nathaniel Grosman
Kira Avery Grossfield
Arthur Philip Herman 
Miles Yang Huh
Ethan Patrick Irwin
Leila Abeni Jackson
Benjamin Allen Joseph
Abigail Molly Kanter
Anoush Noah Keinath-Esmail
Jamie Lauren Kleinbord
Aidan M.H. Kohn-Murphy
Eve Spencer Kolker

Jacob Ali Werner Korde
Noah Satin Kubler
Maya Rose Landweber
Adam Simon Leff
Meyer Allen Leff
Lauren Ryan Lemer 
James Matthew Li Lewis
Jane Adelaide Lowenstein
Rahil Shyam Malhotra
Jacob Campbell Markarian
Hayden Charles Martz
John Christopher Massey
Nicolas Jarett McClure
Max Aaron Becker Mendelsohn
Arjun Narayan
Emma Nelson
Edward Peter Nordberg III
Nora Daniels O’Connor
Aaliyah Ojeda-Brown
Harold Edward Oppenheim
Felicia Megan Paul
Natalie Alexander Pearce
Nicholas Harding Penniman

We are showing up to break 
norms and redefine tradition 
to make real change. And if 

this is abnormal, then we must 
continue to redefine normal until the 	

status quo is fair and just.”

M A D D I E 
F E L D M A N 
ST U D E N T  S P E A K E R

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 2

At GDS, having a place to discuss 
the big problems–everything from 
how to care for our mental health 

to the state of our democracy, 
climate change, and racial inequity–

provided me a place to explore what I stand 
for and what provides me with purpose.”

M I L E S  H U H 
ST U D E N T  S P E A K E R
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Thomas Redmond Perry
Jacob Nathaniel Petty
Matteo Gordon Pivato
Madeleine Yelen Popofsky
Simrin Elizabeth Reed
Isabella Flora René
Seth Kiva Riker
Elias Spector Rodriguez
Miles Kofi-Bryant Rollins-Waterman
Elizabeth Margaret Rosenman
Nathan Siff Rubin
N. Alexander Rubinson
Benjamin Steven Sager
Celina Julia Salb
Bearden Sanderson
Isabelle Mara Schiff 
Signe Charlotte Christensen Schowitz
Henry Wolf Schwabacher
Alex Sevak
Aden H. Sheingold
Noah Otis Young Shelton
Jonah Shesol
Joyce Lillian Simmons
Elana Spector
Julie Sherman Steele
Ma’ayan Stutman-Shaw
Bruno John Sullivan
Stella Louise Tongour
Henry Milton Tucker
Alexander Benjamin Verbesey
Hanako Marie Walker
Yael Hannah Wellisch
Harrison Frederick Yellen West
Annabel Skelton Williams
Zorah Coryn Williams
Charles Oakley Winters
Isabella Reese Young
Sophie Leigh Zinn

Savannah College 
	 of Art and Design
Scripps College
Skidmore College
Smith College
Spelman College
St. John’s College 
Stanford University
Syracuse University
The College of William and Mary

The Ohio State University 
Trinity College
Tufts University
Tulane University 
University of California, Davis  
University of California, 
	 Los Angeles
University of Cambridge
University of Chicago
University of Colorado Boulder

University of Maryland  
	 Baltimore County
University of Michigan
University of Pennsylvania
University of St Andrews
University of Toronto
University of Virginia 
University of Washington 
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Villanova University

Virginia Tech
Wake Forest University
Washington University  
	 in St. Louis
Wellesley College
Wesleyan University
Williams College
Yale University

It’s scary to leave a place that has 
provided so much comfort and 

felt like a second home to strike 
out for the unknown. But it’s time. We 

are leaving, and when we get where we’re 
going, … we will look back, and it will all make 

sense, as if the path that had seemed so obscure had 
been clearly laid out for us all along.”

K AT I E  G I B S O N
H I G H  S C H O O L  P R I N C I PA L 
speaking during her fifth and final year at GDS

You’re the class you are 
because of each of the 
individual members of your 

class, each of you a different 
possibility. So while you go spend your 

life advocating for voting rights, while your 
classmate studies 17th century Italian art, and your other 
classmate designs video games, …I hope you will recall 
that they, like you, have been crafted by these years 
that you’ve spent together and that they are bearing out 
another version of what it means to be a member of the 
GDS class of 2022.”

J U L I A  F I S H E R  ’ 0 9
FAC U LT Y  S P E A K E R

PHOTO CREDITS JASON PUTSCHÉ
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The Class of 2026 graduated in June with a ceremony that 
highlighted the strength of character they demonstrated as they 
transitioned from the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
then completed their final year of Middle School.

Middle School Principal Debby Previna praised the students 
for giving generously of themselves, empathizing with their 
classmates, and developing into an outstanding first draft of 
who they will be as adults. “I look forward to hearing how this 
beautiful draft of yourself will continue to evolve,” she said.

The support the class received from family, faculty, and 
peers came through in remarks from the class speakers, who 

each offered anecdotes about the unity and community that 
propelled them through the past few years. The speakers 
relayed the many ways in which they leaned on each other, 
particularly during the pandemic-related lockdown, and how 
doing so built trust.

The class speakers included: Sosi Audain, Iman McNeil, Nakevia 
Brunson, Jonah Phillips, Fiona McDermott, Sarah Sakr, and 
Henry Fragale. The ceremony also featured a piano solo by 8th 
grader John Morsberger and a performance of “Tshotsholoza” 
by our award-winning 8th-grade Chorus.
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The Class of 2030 received words of wisdom, a slideshow of memories, 
and joyful applause as students celebrated their promotion from 4th 
grade into Middle School with family and faculty.

Head of School Russell Shaw told the students that they possess an 
inner light bright enough to fill a space to capacity, like a candle in a cave. 
“Your light matters,” Russell said. “Thanks for sharing your light with us.”

Lower School Principal Cami Okubo expressed gratitude for the 
students and everyone involved in their journey. She urged them to 
reflect on all the people who supported them along the way, and 
Assistant Principal Denise Jones highlighted some of the Lower School’s 
signature programs, offering a snapshot of all they had learned at GDS.

The assembly marked the first in-person promotion ceremony for 4th 
graders after two years of virtual celebration. (Previously, 5th graders 
were part of the Lower School and the celebration marked their 
advancement to Middle School.)

MS Principal Debby Previna

2323



In a series of articles beginning in 2017, New York Times journalists 
Jodi Kantor and Megan Twohey broke the Harvey Weinstein 
scandal, a watershed moment for the #MeToo movement. Their 
reporting, which documented the transformative journeys of the 
women who spoke out, earned them a Pulitzer Prize. In November 
2021, GDS proudly welcomed Jodi into conversation with Peabody 
Award-winning New York Times journalist (and GDS parent) Lulu 
Garcia-Navarro for the 24th annual Benjamin Cooper Memorial 
Lecture. The Lecture Fund, established in memory of Ben Cooper by 
his close friends and endowed by the Cooper-Areen family, enables 
GDS to bring a renowned guest lecturer to the school each year to 
stimulate the kind of dialogue in which Ben loved to participate.

Carrying on a long-running tradition 
of preparing food and then dining as a 
community, High School students and staff 
enjoyed breakfast together in the Internet 
Cafe after Spring Break. The chocolate-chip 
pancakes on the griddle, made-to-order 
parfaits, and good company made for a 
smooth transition back to school.

Though there were no fireworks, GDS celebrated the Lunar New Year on 
February 1 with a veritable explosion of brightly colored tigers, festivities 
across campus, and plenty of loud, joyful voices repelling bad spirits. 
High School students studying Chinese performed three songs in the 
Forum and practiced calligraphy for new year’s cards. They brushed 
red paint and golden glitter onto wooden tiger ornaments carved in our 
High School Innovation Lab along with students studying Chinese in 
the LMS. In visual arts classes, LMS students made tigers for display 
throughout the LMS building. Finally, the Asian American Pacific Islander 
parent affinity group generously hosted a live dumpling-making Zoom for 
families. Happy New Year to all who celebrated!

New York Times reporters Jodi Kantor (left) and Lulu 
Garcia-Navarro with GDS Head of School Russell Shaw

B E N JA M I N  CO O P E R 
M E M O R I A L  L EC T U R E

A  L O O K  B A C K  A T  2 0 2 1 - 2 2

H S  ST U D E N T- STA F F 
B R E A K FA ST

W E LCO M I N G  T H E  
Y E A R  O F  T H E  T I G E R 

A R O U N D 
C A M P U S C O M M U N I T Y  C O U N T S
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In January, the Lower School took on the Great Kindness 
Challenge, a grassroots movement to create habits of 
kindness and gratitude in our lives. Students stayed 
attentive to their actions and celebrated examples of 
caring, generosity, and helpfulness among peers.

From the blistering to the beautiful and everything in 
between, performers at GDS’s first-ever High School 
Poetry Slam Night spoke their truth with wisdom, wit, 
and courageous vulnerability.

On Middle School STEAM Day, students explored topics 
in science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics 
through dozens of workshops, culminating in a high-
energy design challenge competition.

Seventh graders made their annual trek to the 
Chesapeake Bay to learn about water ecology, the 
economy, and the people who depend on the Bay.
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Students came together around shared interests, academic endeavors, and matters of character. Four snapshots:
S P R I N G  S E M E ST E R  H I G H L I G H TS



G L A DYS  M .  ST E R N      
M E M O R I A L  B R U N C H

For decades, the names Gladys M. Stern and GDS 
were practically synonymous. Gladys began her GDS 
journey as a parent before working at the School in 

various capacities from 1954 to 1996. She served as the 
School’s Associate Director and founded the High School 
branch of GDS, becoming its first principal. Eventually, 
Gladys was named the third Head of School and devoted 
most of her waking hours to the position, which she held for 
the final 21 years of her tenure. 

Gladys knew every student 
by name and paired high 
expectations with a warmth 
and desire to meet children 
where they were. Her passion 
to impart a lifelong love of 
learning continues to be a 
guiding ethos at GDS, as is 
her conviction that a good 
education involves shaping 
children into caring adults.

“Together we must take care to see that in addition to 
learning reading, writing, and arithmetic, or narration, 
philosophy and calculus, that our children become 
generous, humane, compassionate, just, and comfortable 
adults,” Gladys once said about the partnership between 
schools and parents.

Gladys passed away on November 14, 2021. She was 
104 years old. 

The School honored the GDS legend with a special brunch 
in April 2022. Family, friends, alumni, former faculty, 
parents, and school leaders gathered to celebrate her life 
through song, dance, and testimonials from those who 
knew her best. GDS alumnus Jay Coleman ’90 painted her 
portrait for the occasion.

Artist and GDS alumnus Jay Coleman ’90 with Head of School 
Russell Shaw

Gladys’s son, GDS alumnus Michael Stern

Alumni parent (and grandparent) speaker Judy Lichtman with 
daughter, Julia Kepniss ’93, and husband Elliott Lichtman

A reunion for former athletic director Kathy Hudson (left) and 
former CFO Kate Lindsey-Kerr with current director of facilities 
and maintenance Kenny Miluk
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One of the greatest joys of campus unification 
is watching our older and younger buddies 
grow close over the course of the year. Students 
met weekly and gathered for end-of-session 
celebrations. The GDS cross-divisional buddy 
program has got a winning recipe with its mix of 
mentorship, careful planning, and heaps of fun.

C RO S S - D I V I S I O N A L 
B U D DY  P RO G R A M

Get your GREEN and WHITE on, Hoppers! As you can clearly see from 
the photos, Lower School students had zero fun and no spirit whatsoever. 
So it goes. Let’s try again next year.

LOW E R  S C H O O L  F I E L D  DAY
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Every student and staff member turned out to 
cheer on the seniors as they crisscrossed campus 
on their last day of school in April. The Senior Walk 
coincided with Community Day, when seniors 
traditionally wear shirts from their chosen colleges.

Shortly after setting out from the High School, seniors 
reached the Pre-K and Kindergarten cheering section!

They looped around the second floor of the Lower/Middle 
School building, where 1st and 2nd graders held signs with 
phrases like, “Stay cla22y!” 

S E N I O R  WA L K

High School students lined the hallways and corridors as 
seniors snaked through that building before exiting onto the 
HS field, where teachers and staff blasted them with bubbles.

Next, they walked the LMS driveway gauntlet to wild 
applause from the 3rd and 4th grades.

28 Community Counts



Seniors were met on the LMS field by Middle 
School students waving pom-poms, not to 
mention some hugs from their former teachers.

In recognition of Earth Day, GDS’s Eco-Market Day was 
planned, staffed, and executed by students from the Student 
Action Committee (SAC). The day’s offerings aligned with 
areas of interest to the SAC, including: voter registration and 
affordable housing booths (civic engagement); a clothing 
swap and an innovation station (sustainability); a sweet treats 
booth (food donations); booths for face painting, murals, 
making pencil holders, and tie-dyeing onesies for donation (art 
advocacy); and stations for making wildflower seed bombs as 
well as learning about composting and local food production 
(environmental action). GDS a capella group Five O’Clock 
Shadow performed three tunes.

ECO - M A R K E T  DAY
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The 2021-22 GDS Women’s 
Varsity Basketball Team

In uniform (left to right), standing: Alex Wood ’23, 
Lina Stensland ’23, Kesi McDuffie ’25, Zania Socka 
’24, Evelyn Chen ’25, Samia Greene ’24; seated: 
Aaliyah Ojeda-Brown ’22, Sofia Greenfield ’22, 
Madisyn Moore-Nicholson ’24

Coaches: Pam Stanfield, Ravilia McMiller,  
and Keisha Cooper

The GDS Women’s Varsity Basketball team won the District of Columbia 
State Athletic Association (DCSAA) Division A championship in Winter 
2022, fulfilling a pledge between head coach Pam Stanfield and  
co-captain Sofia Greenfield ’22 to gain this title before Sofia graduated. 

This year’s road to the championship was marked by a narrow victory 
over Archbishop Carroll in the semifinals (59-55) and preceded by a 
dominant win over Wilson High School in the quarterfinals (67-17), 
during which Sofia hit her 1,000th career basket. 
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STATE 
C H A M PI O N S !
WO M E N ’S  VA RS I T Y  BA S K E T BA L L  G O E S  O U T 
W I T H  A  BA N G  A N D  A  BA N N E R

A R O U N D 
C A M P U S A T H L E T I C S
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(left to right) Sofia Greenfield ʼ22, Coach Pam 
Stanfield, and Aaliyah Ojeda-Brown ʼ22

2021-22 team at the start of the season
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Co-captain Sofia Greenfield ʼ22 drives to the basket.

Next-level family fans
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Pam recruited players who would bring strength to the women’s 
basketball team and mesh well with existing players and the GDS 
community at large. After laying the groundwork over the past four 
years, this year was the team’s first and best chance to put it all 
together. Pam described how exciting it was to watch the players 
celebrate successes and push through hardships. “It wasn’t easy, but 
staying together no matter what is what helped us in the long run,” 
she said. “I’m so proud of them.”

The team persevered despite injuries (including two for co-captain 
Aaliyah Ojeda-Brown ’22) and two seasons’ worth of COVID-19 
setbacks. The players’ stellar performance this season was due in part 
to their training regimen: nearly five months in the fitness center and up 
to six times per week on-court training. During a post-game interview 
with the co-captains, Sofia told director of alumni relations Correy 
Hudson that the team’s ability to “face adversity” led to its success. 

“Aaliyah was hurt towards the end of the season, some people have 
COVID during important games, and we only have a one-person 
bench,” Sofia said. “I feel like we all knew the stakes we were facing 
and fighting through those really held us together.”

Ultimately, Sofia and Aaliyah led the thinly stretched but resilient team 
to a resounding triumph over Benjamin Banneker Academic High 
School (59-26) to claim the championship banner. 

The High School fan community has been on something of a journey, 
too. Five years ago, attendance at games was low and the players’ 
peers were not tuned into the team’s progress, a dynamic that was 
just starting to shift before the pandemic shuttered sports in 2020. 
With the return of athletics, High School fans have rallied around GDS 
teams, especially the women’s varsity basketball team, with renewed 
energy. GDS showed up in huge color-coordinated fan sections during 
each round of the championship tournament. For the first High School 
assembly back in the Forum since COVID-19, school leadership 
and athletic director David Gillespie surprised the community with a 
celebration of the team’s big win.

“It felt nice being appreciated as a women’s basketball team after a very 
long time,” Aaliyah said.

“It was a surreal feeling knowing that everyone in the school was there 
witnessing and supporting us throughout that whole celebration,” 
Sofia agreed. “Knowing that was the first big gathering [in the Forum] 
was really special.”

The co-captains got their chance, as promised, to go out with a bang 
and a banner by the close of their senior season. Already, players are 
back to work in the gym and the fitness center, stepping up to fill the 
big shoes the seniors left behind. This time, though, they can count on 
the momentum of an energized GDS fan base cheering them on. 



Top (left to right): 
Adriano Arioti ’24, Joseph Stocker ’24
Bottom (left to right): 
John Yuan ’23, Curan Palmer ’24

As a sophomore, Adriano Arioti ’24 surged 
through the water, eyes to the ceiling, alternating 
arms arcing up and over his head as his legs 
churned the water white. Reaching for the final 
wall, he couldn’t yet see how dominant his 
performance in the 100-yard backstroke had 
been: He would best the field by more than 
six and a half seconds, claim the Mid-Atlantic 
Conference (MAC) Swimming Championship 
title, and set a new GDS record, just one of four 
he would set by the end of the season.

SWI M M I N G  
I NTO  TH E 
R ECO R D  BOO KS
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Adriano Arioti ’24 glides over the water on his way to winning the MAC Championship title in the 100-yard butterfly. 
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At that meet alone, Adriano won two individual MAC 
championship titles—in the backstroke and the 100-yard 
butterfly—and a team title as the lead-out swimmer for 
GDS’s 400-yard freestyle relay squad. After strong splits 
from Adriano, Joseph Stocker ’24, and John Yuan ’23, anchor 
swimmer Curan Palmer ’24 touched the final wall more than 
ten seconds ahead of the second place team.

Adriano’s 100-yard butterfly time of 49.12 was not only a new 
GDS record but also broke the record in Georgetown Prep 
School’s own swimming pool. Then, just weeks later, he broke 
that butterfly record again, lowering the time even further 
to a 48.87 on his way to a third-place finish (less than one 
second away from winning) in the Washington Metropolitan 
Interscholastic Swimming and Diving Championships (Metros). 

With 55 schools in attendance, he also took third there in the 
200-yard individual medley with a time of 1:48.42. 

These new season-defining times in butterfly, individual 
medley, backstroke (50.09), and breaststroke (100.11), may 
not stand long. The rising junior has two more seasons ahead 
of him as a GDS swimmer. The records are his for the breaking.

As if Adriano’s record setting wasn’t enough, Curan broke a 
GDS record, too: His 500-yard freestyle swim in 5:07.66 is one 
for the books.

SWI M M I N G
I NTO  TH E
R ECO R D  BOO KS
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It took dozens of arm bars, headlocks, and half nelsons, 
but GDS wrestlers captured a 2022 Mid-Atlantic 
Conference (MAC) Championship banner for the first 
time in the history of the program. Just two weeks later, 
the team was celebrating another set of big wins.

The team first staged dominant takedowns of Sidwell 
(54–25), Saint James (60–23), Saint Andrew’s (54–18), 
and Potomac (60–24) during the 2022 MAC Duals 
Championship Tournament, which sends athletes  
from each weight class to the mat through four rounds  
of wrestling. 

While the community was still celebrating, the Hoppers 
pinned themselves a second banner, this time in the 
MAC Individual Championships. This victory was down 
to weight-class wins from gold medalists Beck Holtzman 
’25, Mario Imbroscio ’24, William Edwards ’23, Hayden 
Martz ’22, and Paolo Imbroscio ’25. 

Coach Grayson Shepperd ’11 said the team’s success 
has to do with its added breadth and depth. Previously, 
the team did not have enough wrestlers to put 
forward in each category for the Duals or Individual 
Championships, and therefore faced forfeits that took 

2021-22 GDS Varsity Wrestling Team 

Wrestlers (L-R): Drew Lamel ’25, Alex Marchand ’24, Luis Martinez 
’24, Adam Harris ’23, Henry Tucker ’22, Beck Holtzman ’25, Anoush 
Keinath-Esmail ’22, Tyler Smallwood ’25, Hayden Martz ’22, Paolo 
Imbroscio ’25, Ewan Porter ’24, Mario Imbroscio ’24, Daniel Reilly ’25, 
and William Edwards ’23. Not pictured: Henry Mitchell ’24

Coaches (L-R): Grayson Shepperd ’11, Josh Perelman, and Chris Oster
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William Edwards ʼ23 drives for a takedown.
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Hayden Martz ʼ22 controls the arms.

PI N N I N G  DOWN 
A  PA I R  O F  M AC  C H A M PI O N S H I P  BA N N E R S
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C H R I S T E N I N G  T H E 
“ K AT H Y  H U D SO N ”

During Spring Sports Saturday, GDS christened its 
newest crew boat, the “Kathy Hudson,” in celebration 
of  the former athletic director (third from right) and 
her 23 years of service to the School. The 53-foot long, 
200-pound carbon-fiber Vespoli is an “eight” and is the
latest shell to join the GDS fleet since the “The Hopper
Clipper” in 2017. Thanks to all who helped deliver on
this dream…boat!
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Champions again, two weeks later

them out of the running for a championship title. “We’ve always 
been short-handed,” said Grayson, who was a GDS wrestler. 
But times have changed. “This is what it looks like when we 
have a full team,” he said.

Boosting the number of wrestlers well before the start of the 
season was the first challenge for the team. “Beck has really 
been the MVP of recruiting,” Grayson said.

Team captains Hayden and Henry Tucker ’22 believe the  
team’s success will continue, especially given the talent  
among the underclassmen, who stepped up this year in 
competition. The 2021-22 team boasted five freshmen and 
four sophomore wrestlers.

Grayson, with coaches Chris Oster (GDS’s transportation demand 
manager) and GDS parent Josh Perelman, also highlighted 
campus unification as a critical factor in the team’s success.

With the construction of the Lower/Middle School building, a 
new dedicated wrestling room allowed the team to meet and 
build foundational skills and team unity before the start of 
the season. Prior to unification, the wrestling mats had to be 
removed constantly to make room for other school activities and 
were almost never available beyond winter. 

Grayson has also found that practicing in the LMS has sparked 
a lot of interest from younger students, and he’s scouting 
for future prospects among the Middle School wrestling 
team, which currently includes six girls. The GDS team has, 
historically, been a place of great success for women wrestlers, 
most recently Ela Rockafellow ’18 and EJ Joseph ’21. 

In mid-February, dangling above the GDS-green pads on the 
back wall of the GDS wrestling room, fifteen single sheets of 
paper bore goals handwritten on the first day of the season. 
“Win MACs;” “Increase intensity;” “Win MACs; “Dominate 
Sidwell;” “Win MACs;” and “Win MACs.” Needless to say…
Check. Next!
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M A R I E 
A N TO I N E T T E 
S TO R M S  T H E  G D S  B L AC K B OX

Live theater came charging back into the GDS Blackbox in the fall of 2021 like French revolutionaries into the Bastille. The High 
School show, Marie Antoinette, was a lavish affair: garish costumes, impressive sets, accomplished acting, and voguing aristocrats 
(pictured above). Hundreds of community members attended in person before the guillotine fell, the monarchy dissolved, and the 
curtain closed on the final performance. 

H E A R D  O N STAG E

“�Sometimes I feel like a 
game that other people 
play without me.”

– Marie Antoinette

Young Marie (Ava Blum ’23) with Joseph 
(Julian Galkin ’22)

“�Beaux rêves venez à mon 
bébé” (sweet dreams 
come to my baby)

– Louis

Older Marie Antoinette (Jacqueline Metzger-Taylor ’23) complains about finances 
to her husband, Louis (Wesley Brubaker ’23). Her secret lover, Ferzen (Eli Faber 
’22), leans in while a palace servant (Olivia Brown ’24) attends.

“�I can’t even do basic 
math. How am I to make 
sense of my life?”

– Marie Antoinette

Older Louis sings a lullaby to Dauphin (Alessandro Alfandari ’25) and older Marie, 
while young Louis (Henry Cohen ’25) and young Marie look on from upstage.

PHOTO CREDITS MICHAEL DESAUTELS

A R O U N D 
C A M P U S

A R T S  &  P E R F O R M A N C E S
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Costumes
The costume team injected 
a mix of the opulent and the 
sedate into its fashion choices. 
Costume designer Eve Kolker 
ʼ22 said that the team paired 
ensembles for older/younger 
counterparts in the show. For 
instance, Young Marie’s eye-
popping pink gown matured 
into the more muted hue of 
older Marie’s garments; Older 
Louis donned the more mature 
gold lapel embroidery, while 
Young Louis wore a more simple 
gold embellishment.

Floor
High School technical director and drama teacher Christal Boyd 
recently took an intensive scene-painting course and applied 
her expertise to help students create historically accurate set 
designs. The set’s checkerboard floor, modeled after the black 
and white tiles in the Palace of Versailles, strained students’ 
stamina as they toiled to create precise 45º angles with tape and 
paint (for two weeks!). Students who were interested in GDS 
theater, but could not fully commit to the hours, stopped into 
work on the flooring and left knowing they’d made a meaningful 
contribution to the show. 

Guillotine
Constructing the guillotine 
took several tries as students 
struggled to get the dimensions 
and drop just right so heads 
could roll. “Building the guillotine 
is one of my favorite Marie 
memories,” said set designer 
Maya Landweber ’22. “We got 
to play around with different 
dimensions, materials, and 
techniques. When it was finally 
finished, we had truly designed 
it from scratch.”

O N STAG E  E L E M E N TS

Eli Faber ’22 goofs around 
with the bloody guillotine 
during mic testing.

(L-R) Wesley Brubaker ’23, Laura 
Rosberg, and Henry Cohen ’25 
make a theater-director sandwich.

MICHAEL DESAUTELS

S PR I N G  M U S I C A L

FO OT LO O S E

After dancing around a bit of COVID-case 
mayhem, the cast, crew, directors, and designers 
of Footloose finally got their time in the spotlight 
in early May. The four rescheduled shows 
delivered the right balance of fun, good humor, 
and even some serious consideration of weighty 
topics—such as misogyny and censorship. 

Congratulations to the whole team for getting to 
curtain close!
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The newest mural in the GDS High School, a multi-media 
installation created by Addie Lowenstein ’22 and Annabel 
Williams ’22, adds to the building’s rich collection of art made 
by students during their senior year. 

For their Senior Quest, Addie and Annabel created a piece 
designed to capture some defining events of their high school 
days, including: the polarizing 2020 election, the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Black Lives Matter movement, the January 6 
insurrection, gun control debates, the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, book bans, the effects of climate change, the fight 
for abortion and LGBTQ+ rights, and the confirmation of four 
Supreme Court Justices. 

Addie and Annabel watched these events unfold and explored 
the fallout through their AP art portfolios. For this project, 
they gathered their talents and ideas to create a mural that 
tells their story for future generations. The mural includes 
artifacts, newspaper clippings, and symbolism to capture the 
complexity of their experiences. They painted GDS students in 
the foreground. 

The mural is displayed in the glass stairwell beside the High 
School field. 

“One of the things that is most striking about the GDS High 
School building is the large array of student artwork on display, 
especially the murals painted on the building walls,” Addie and 
Annabel wrote in their project proposal, adding that the artwork 
allows for student self-expression and adds to the building’s 
charm. “We love that we could contribute to that.”

(above) Addie and Annabel gathering materials for the mural’s 
background collage

(left) HS studio art chair Michelle Cobb with Addie and Annabel

SO C I A L  J U S T I C E  M U R A L  C A P T U R E S 

T U R B U LE N T  T I M E S
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I D E N T I T Y  A R T  S H OW

Students explored their identities through art for the GDS 
High School Identity Art Show. Their sculptures, photo 
collections, paintings, and other pieces answered the 
question, “Who am I?” For the first time, all students in 
the studio arts classes had the chance to participate in the 
February show, which previously was reserved solely for 
artists in upper level classes. 

The Identity Art Show gallery, February 2022

S T U D E N T  A R T 
F R O M  AC R O S S  T H E  Y E A R S 
D E C O R AT E S  T H E  H S 

Mai-Hân Nguyen ’17 spent roughly 
a year creating Mangrove Mural, 
which spans 120 square feet of wall 
space along the High School’s science 
wing. Her portrait of mathematician 
Paul Erdos is displayed in the math 
hallway above the Forum alongside 
eight other alumni artworks of famous 
mathematicians, including Leonhard 
Euler by Pasha Feinberg ’07, 
Ramanujan by Ellie Lasater-Guttmann 
’13, and Katherine Johnson by 
Jazzmin Cox-Cáceres ’19 (pictured).

The walls of the building’s main 
staircase, the Fishbowl Stairwell, 
feature underwater scenes from the 
ground floor to the roof, painted by 
members of the Class of 1988, then 
restored in 2000 and again in 2008, 
after the construction of the new 
wing. One level below the new social 
justice mural (see left) is a massive 
map of Washington, DC painted by 
Joanna Millstein, Leni Hirsch, and 
Nomi Miller from the Class of 2013 
during their Senior Quest. Graffiti art 
by students, including GRAMMY-
nominated poet Sekou Andrews ’90, 
covers the walls of the back stairwell 
on the other side of the building. 

Washington, DC map painted by Joanna Millstein, 
Leni Hirsch, and Nomi Miller from the Class of 2013 

Jazzmin Cox-Cáceres ’19 beside 
her portrait of Katherine Johnson

Fishbowl Stairwell

The Mangrove Mural, Mai-Hân Nguyen ’17
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Brad Linde had an “aha” moment when a young 
saxophonist played a “very avant-garde” solo in his 
9th grade class and credited her inspiration to Wadada 
Leo Smith, the musical giant she’d heard perform at 
GDS two years earlier.

“I knew right then that I would invite Wadada back for 
her senior year,” said Brad, director of jazz and creative 
instrumental music at the high school.

Fast forward to May 2022. Brad made good on his 
promise. Wadada returned for a three-day residency 
at GDS and reunited with many of the students he had 
dazzled during his initial visit to the School in 2017, 
when he was a keynote speaker for what was then 
known as the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Social 
Justice Days.

During his recent residency, the avant-garde trumpeter 
and composer held a concert at the LMS Flexible 
Performing Space, where he unveiled a new piece 
commissioned by GDS and Brad. Wadada dedicated 
the piece–”The Sonic Structure of a Blue Diamond”–to 
GDS and U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson, who was a GDS parent and Board member at 
the time.

The concert’s opening set featured performances 
by Claire Cooper ’22 (the saxophonist who idolized 
Wadada) and her senior bandmates Jake Markarian, 
Harrison West, Max Mendelsohn, Abby Kanter, Jonah 
Shesol, Meyer Leff and Harold Oppenheim. They 
honored the avant-garde spirit of Wadada’s music, 
playing pieces by Ornette Coleman and John Zorn.

“Listening to Wadada made me understand how 
music can be a form of self expression,” said Claire, 
who wrote her college essay on how Wadada affected 
her musical style. “You should create your own story 
through music. Even if it sounds unconventional, 
people will want to hear it if you pour yourself into it.”

Jake said sharing the spotlight with Wadada was 
thrilling. “We looked up to him for all our high school 
career,” Jake added. “He shaped the music we chose 
and the way we played, so being on the same stage as 
him was fantastic.”

Brad, who studied with Wadada in 2013, joined in 
on the fun. He and Claire performed a duet he wrote 
called “On Two” and Anthony Coleman’s “Blackboard 

C R E ATI N G
M U S I C  W ITHDA N C E

High School dance group Fata Morgana returned to live 
shows in the 2021-22 school year with winter and spring 
showcases choreographed and performed by students. 
Each showcase featured group dances, solos, and a 
wide range of styles. Students performed routines set to 
everything from Beyoncé to Blackpink and James Bay to 
“Cell Block Tango” from the Broadway musical Chicago. 
High School dance teacher and Fata faculty advisor Maria 
Watson also hosted “Lunchbox” performances throughout 
the year to put class-based dances in the spotlight.

Middle School dancers put on winter and spring shows, 
including a bonus 8th Grade Solos performance the day 
after MS graduation. The larger showcases featured all 
of dance teacher Felipe Oyarzun Moltedo’s dancers from 
grades 5 through 8, as well as students from his High 
School modern dance class.

Above: Fata Morgana celebrated the opening of their Spring 
2022 Showcase. 

Below: 8th graders performed their self-choreographed solos.
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Helene Burwell ’26 Nate Zia ’26
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WADADAWADADA
Jungle #5” before Brad joined Wadada’s Thunder ensemble 
for the main act.

Earlier in his residency, Wadada held a masterclass, where he 
discussed his writing process. Abby said she was surprised to 
learn how much intention he put into writing his solos, which 
he prefers to call “creating music” instead of “improvising.” 
Wadada doesn’t create on the fly, she said, but rather sets 
aside time and space to tap into his creativity, an insight she 
appreciated when listening to his new piece.

“Knowing the process behind [‘The Sonic Structure of a Blue 
Diamond’] made the listening experience more valuable,” 
Abby said. “It’s cool to hear somebody playing their music 
knowing exactly how they sat down and created it.”

Wadada, 80, spent his formative years as an artist in Chicago 
in the renowned Association for the Advancement of Creative 
Musicians, a collective of black musicians that cultivated a 
defiantly experimental approach to jazz. In 2013, he was 
named as a Pulitzer Prize finalist in music for his work “Ten 
Freedom Summers,” which memorializes key moments in the 
civil rights movement.

“Georgetown Day is a wonderful place to have a musical 
residency because the students here are so inquisitive,” 
Wadada told students. “Remember that this art is  
about creation.” 

(left to right) Thunder’s Aaron Quinn on guitar, Patrick Booth on 
soprano saxophone, Brad Linde on bass clarinet, and Wadada 
Leo Smith on trumpet

Masterclass with Wadada Leo Smith and his 
Thunder ensemble

GDS senior musicians open for Wadada. 

Claire Cooper ’22 and Wadada Leo Smith, five years after 
their first meeting
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S T U D E N T 
C R E AT I V I T Y
S H I N E S  AT  G D S

Tuan Nguyen’s 3D Modeling and Design 
class, which just wrapped up its second year, 
continues to light a bold new path in High 
School studio arts. Here are three different 
approaches to the light fixture project.

S U PE R I O R  SO N G  &  SO U N D : 
7 T H  &  8 T H  G R A D E  C H O R U S  A N D  B A N D 
K N O C K  I T  O U T  O F  T H E  PA R K

In May, the GDS 7th and 8th Grade 
Chorus won Hershey Park’s Music in the 
Parks Festival and earned a “Superior 
Rating” for the first time since the singers 
started performing at the competition four 
years ago.

Their first piece, “Tshotsholoza: South 
African Freedom Song,” featured soloists 
Iman McNeil ’26 and Oliver Malkin ’26, who 
was also named “Best Overall Vocalist” 
in the festival. Their second piece, “I 
Believe” by Mark A. Miller, featured soloists 
Sarah Sakr ’26, Zuri Jones ’26, and Violet 
Ikenberry ’26.

“Achieving a ‘Superior’ score was my 
goal for us,” Keith Hudspeth, LMS choral 
director and arts department Chair, 
wrote in a congratulatory email to the 
chorus. “Though winning is not the most 
important, it does make things feel better!”

The 7th and 8th Grade Band finished 
second in the competition after receiving 
an “Excellent Rating.” The band performed 
“Finale, Symphony #1” by Brahms and 

“Denbridge Way” composed by James 
Swearingen. Under the direction of Sasha 
Soper, the band has won the competition 
three times and finished in second place 
once before.

The singers and musicians tackled 
formidable pandemic-related challenges 
leading up to their wins with guidance 
from their LMS teachers, including: Keith, 
Sasha, John Barnes, Regina La Valley, and 
Heather Philips.

COVID-19 shut down all on-campus 
singing for 2020. When singing returned 
in early 2021, it was masked, distanced, 
and outdoors–where the wind carried away 
student voices…and their sheet music. 
Band practices were held in the garage 
until fall 2021 and wind instrumentalists 
used specially-fitted filters for nearly all 
of this year. Even when singing moved 
indoors, singers had to be distanced and 
face a single direction. The scaling back of 
distancing, and to a lesser extent masking, 
began in 2022.

Acrylic geometric assembly 
by Ashwin Colby ’25

Natural 
construction 
with pine and 
deciduous sticks, 
crafted by Isaiah 
Lewis ’25

Laser-cut wooden bloom, 
fabricated by Julia Young ’25
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C E L E B R AT I N G  CO LO R 
A N D  E X PR E S S I O N 
7 T H  &  8 T H  G R A D E  A R T  S H OW

In May 2022, GDS opened its first Middle School art show 
on Davenport Street. The gallery featured portraits of 1st 
graders by 8th-grade artists, spherical-perspective-painted 
disco balls, yarn painting, and mixed media animal collages. 
There were also landscape paintings, prints of peace 
messages in Arabic, and 7th-grade imaginary-creature 
sculptures. The show represented a huge body of work 
that 7th- and 8th-grade artists created over the course of 
several months, guided by our Lower/Middle School art 
teachers Ashely Ortiz, Jenn Heffernan, and John Headley 
(pictured left to right). 

SAV E  T H E  O C E A N

LMS art teacher Ashley Ortiz’s 3rd-grade class 
created striking mixed media pieces to convey 
how man-made pollutants destroy the oceans. 
In the main body of work, students learned how 
to mix hues of blue to represent water. They 
painted black silhouettes of animals and gave 
viewers a glimpse of healthy oceanic ecosystems. 
Then, they overlaid everyday plastics collected 
at school on top of their paintings, in effect 
superimposing stark reminders of the damage 
we inflict on the oceans. 

Melissa Gosset ’31 Gabriella Seay ’31
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Eduardo Gonzalez wielded a quiet influence during his 29 years at GDS, 
his wisdom and supportive energy guiding so many of his high school 
students through lessons in Spanish literature–and in life.

Before retiring in the spring, Eduardo played many roles beyond 
“teacher.” He led several student trips to Cuba and one to Puerto Rico 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria. For 20 years, he took charge of the 
High School’s Latino Assembly, a tradition he created from scratch in the 
late 1990s. He served as coach for the GDS baseball team at one point 
and as faculty advisor for the Spanish club as well as HOLA, the High 
School’s affinity group for students with Latine heritage.

Along the way, Eduardo influenced the trajectory of many students’ lives.

Lily Meyer ’09 credits Eduardo for her career choices. “I became a literary 
translator in part because of him,” said Lily. “I always had the feeling 
that I was learning both from him and with him. I never stopped reading 
Spanish-language literature after taking Eduardo’s class.”

Eduardo’s support extends to the present day, 
said Lily, who released an English translation of 
Peruvian writer Claudia Ulloa Donoso’s Little Bird. 
When Politics & Prose bookstore featured Lily’s 
work at a recent gathering, Eduardo was there to 
cheer her on. 

Lucie Johnson ’23 said she’s drawn to Eduardo’s 
engaging style of teaching. “He always had an extra 
story to tell us or life lesson to impart,” Lucie said. 
“I really looked forward to every class because he 
always seemed genuinely happy to be teaching us, 
even when we were just doing grammar review.” 

Eduardo first visited GDS after receiving a PhD in 
History, Literature, and Ideology from the University 
of Maryland. He found in GDS a community that 
allowed for authenticity and self-expression. “I 
always appreciated that at GDS I had the freedom 

Eduardo Gonzalez beside the salt 
flats in Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico

Eduardo Gonzalez works 
with GDS maintenance 
team member Moris Melara 
and former Assistant Head 
of School Crissy Cáceres 
during a GDS service trip to 
Puerto Rico in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Maria.

H A S TA  PRO N TO, 
E D UA R D O !

A R O U N D 
C A M P U S F A C U L T Y
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FO R  E D UA R D O 
from former Associate Head of School 
Kevin Barr

I often think that we don’t really change 
that much as we grow older, we just 
become ever more ourselves. In some 
cases, that’s a bad thing. In others, 
though, it is a very good thing. In the 
case of Eduardo, it is a great thing. Third 
Head of School Gladys [Stern] used 
to say the kids are only interested in 
knowing two facts about their teachers: 
do they know what they are talking 
about and do they love them? In the best 
of all worlds, the answer is yes. From 
the very first time, Eduardo stepped 
into a classroom at GDS, it has been the 
best of all worlds for his students and 
his colleagues. My daughter often said 
that Eduardo’s class was the toughest 
class she ever took at GDS and one of 
the best. He taught her to think and 
to feel, to realize that language was a 
tool that could unlock cultural doors 
that might otherwise remain forever 
closed. Eduardo believes so deeply in 
students’ abilities that not rising to his 
expectations is not really an option. His 
muchachas and muchachos, as he calls 
them, dwell in an ethereal realm, fed 
with deep thinking and the development 
of a social conscience. From our 
conversations, I knew that he was doing 
in his class everything we were trying 
to do in our upper level English and 
literature classes, and he was doing 
it in Spanish! And when he came into 
my class to share his love for the poet 
Federico García Lorca, who loved Walt 
Whitman, and helped me teach Lorca’s 
“Ode to Whitman,” I too caught a 
whiff of the wonder that was this man. 
Eduardo will step into a much-deserved 
retirement. Te saludo, Eduardo.

to be myself and express my 
feelings,” Eduardo said. “And GDS 
gave me the freedom to teach my 
way and respected different points 
of view.”

His success at GDS comes in 
part from his focus on building 
a relationship of mutual respect 
with his students. Eduardo also 
values punctual feedback. In his 
nearly three decades at GDS, he 
returned quizzes, tests and exams 
to students by the following day.  

“The first things I do in a classroom 
are to make the students feel 
comfortable, trust me, and be 
ready to work hard,” Eduardo said. 
“Little by little, I raise the level of 

challenge without causing stress 
so that students are developing 
good habits of learning and 
academic study. I am teaching 
them to teach themselves.”

Eduardo may be out of GDS, but 
we’ll definitely spot him on campus 
given that his wife, Maribel, remains 
chair of the World Languages 
Department. He therefore leaves 
us with the same parting words 
he had for his students at the 
end of each class: “Hasta pronto, 
muchachos y muchachas. ¡Adios!”

Eduardo Gonzalez, students, and staff arrive in San Juan, Puerto Rico in January 2018.

Eduardo Gonzalez (center) and the 2021-22 World Languages Department
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Laura Buck Tolliver always admired the 
lively art scene in Washington, DC and 

worked to pass on that appreciation 
to her students before retiring 
earlier this year from GDS, where 
she helped shape the studio arts 
curriculum for 41 years.

“One of the wonderful things about 
teaching at GDS is the number of 

available places for field trips and 
photo shoots,” Laura explained, as 

she sat surrounded by a mix of modern 
and classic art in her Maryland home. 
Her classes took frequent trips to 
the Hirshhorn Museum, the National 
Gallery of Art, and photography 
exhibitions at the (now-defunct) 
Corcoran Gallery. “In the early days,” 
she said, “we would go down into the 
tombs of the Freer Gallery and pass 
antiquities around the table.”

Excursions weren’t just to view art 
but also a chance to be “out in the 
field and working,” Laura explained. 
Students captured scenes at famous 
locations throughout the DC metro 
area—including the National Mall, the 
National Zoo, the Glenstone Museum, 
and more—as well as practiced street 
photography throughout our vibrant 
city’s neighborhoods.

After trips, assignments, and critiques 
were completed, Laura worked to 
put up exhibitions at GDS as quickly 
as possible. Showcases were an 
important way to celebrate student 
work, regardless of students’ long-term 

commitment to the arts. “You don’t 
always expect your students to go on 
with careers in the arts, but the work 
they do nurtures a lifetime appreciation 
for art and design in their lives,” Laura 
said. Even still, many of Laura’s alumni 
do go on to pursue a career in art: Sean 
Fine ’92 won an Academy Award in 
2013, Lindsey Max ’11 is a freelance 
documentary photographer, and 
Michelle Clair ’98 is currently the senior 
manager of visitor experience at the 
Glenstone Museum.

Six years after graduating from GDS, 
a photograph from a series that 
Lindsey created for her Masters of 
Fine Arts thesis was displayed in a 
gallery at Alexandria’s Torpedo Factory 
Art Center. Laura showed up at the 
exhibition to support her.

“Laura always had a strong bond with 
her students,” said Michelle Cobb, High 
School studio arts department chair. 
“She was able to develop their work 
because they really trusted her advice 
and knew that she cared deeply about 
their individual progress.”

Teachers’ rapport with students was 
one of the things that first drew Laura 
to the School in 1979, when Debbie 
Haynes, former art department head, 
brought her on board to set up a 
ceramics program at the High School, 
then located at 4880 Macarthur 
Boulevard. In no time, it became clear 
that Laura was a master at connecting 
with students, and she continued to 

G DS  R E FLEC TE D 
I N  L AU R A’S  LE N S
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G DS  R E FLEC TE D
I N  L AU R A’S  LE N S

“ �L AU R A  A LWAYS  H A D  A  S T RO N G 
B O N D  W I T H  H E R  S T U D E N T S .” 
—  M I C H E L L E  C O B B , 

        H S  S T U D I O  A R T S  C H A I R

build relationships over the course of 
her four decades with GDS studio arts. 
“Although I had thought this would be a 
short-term gig, I discovered what a unique 
school GDS was in its commitment to the 
value of each student,” she said.

Ella Farr, Class of 2021 president, said 
Laura clearly went out of her way to 
support her students by encouraging them 
in class or simply allowing them to vent 
about their personal lives. “She also was 
really good at giving constructive criticism 
that somehow felt like a compliment,” 
Farr said. “She’d look at a picture and 
talk about how cool it was while also 
suggesting another way we could have 
looked at a scene or edited differently to 
allow for a different tone in the image.”

William Goldberg, one of the student 
speakers at Graduation 2019, said 
he still appreciates the fundamental 
lessons of light, color, and composition 
that Laura taught him. “More than 
technical photography skills, though, I 
remember Laura’s classes for the creative 
independence that she gave us and the 
fun we had,” William said. “There was 
always good banter in the photo lab, as 
people looked at each other’s work, and 
Laura walked around the room, offering 
constructive criticism and explaining how 
to use the software to turn an idea into a 
real design.”

Throughout the years, Laura helped guide 
the evolution of the art department, setting 
up the ceramics and photography studios 
in the High School’s new building on 

Davenport Street in 1986, transitioning 
the photography dark rooms to digital 
processing, and creating the Mac Lab for 
digital design and filmmaking. She advised 
the students and editors on yearbook 
production for 20 years. And she taught 
in every discipline the High School Studio 
Arts Department offered during her time 
at GDS. 

“The School has always been supportive 
and always been there for me,” Laura 
said. “The caliber of students and the 
fast-growing technological advancements 
in creating art—that was supported by 
GDS—definitely kept me coming back.” 

These days, no longer tied to a school 
schedule, Laura is enjoying a bit more 
spontaneity, taking opportunities to 
spend time with her own children, GDS 
lifers Dylan ’08 and Danielle ’11, who 
currently live in Los Angeles and Boston, 
respectively. In the spring and summer 
months, when not connecting with her 
kids or visiting art museums, you’ll find her 
practicing shinrin-yoku (forest bathing) in 
her garden among the hostas, hydrangeas, 
and weeping cherries.

Laura Tolliver from an early 1980s 
GDS yearbook photo
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At GDS, four instructional coaches collaborate with teachers to enhance the faculty’s professional growth and 
support student learning. Here the coaches shine a spotlight on some great moments in teaching and learning.

Katherine Dunbar observed C.A. Pilling teach a 
lesson on population ecology in her High School 
Upper Level Environmental Science class. 

When it came time to teach her students the concept of 
“oscillation” in population sizes, C.A. did not ask them to 
open their textbooks or examine a chart. Instead, she took 
them to the field and split them into two groups.

At one end of the field was the designated “deer” group and 
at the other was the “resource” group, which represented 
water, shelter, food, and love. “When C.A. said ‘Go,’ the deer 
dashed across and grabbed a resource,” Katherine said. “It 
was wonderful and totally lively.”

For ten rounds, C.A. stood on the sidelines to track the 
number of deer that survived or perished as well as the 
shifts in resources. (Love was the most popular.) Back in 
the classroom, the students read aloud the data points C.A. 
collected as she plotted the population and resource curves. 

“The kids were learning an incredible amount,” Katherine said. 
“It goes to show that the most advanced scholarly work can 
be joyful and exuberant.”

Cara Henderson watched High School students in 
Michelle Cobb’s Foundations in Digital Media and 
Graphic Design critique each other’s magazine cover 
designs.

The students, mostly 9th graders, projected the magazine 
covers they’d designed onto the classroom screen, and their 
classmates did not hold back. 

“I was struck by how thoughtful they all were,” Cara said. 
“They provided positive and constructive comments. You 
could tell the gears were turning.”

Each student chose one of six concepts for a fictional 
magazine cover, such as a gardening concept for Oasis. They 
then did a deep dive into the demographics of the target 
audience and scoured the internet for inspirational images. 
But it wasn’t all big-picture thinking. 

“There was a lot of talk about style, font size, color choice, 
placement on the page,” Cara said. “Michelle gave them 
prompts to encourage discussion, but she also gave them a 
lot of space to have their own back and forth.”

Jules Schneider ’29, 
joyful builder, in  
Gary Cutler’s class

S POT TE D  I N  C L A SS
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Azureé Harrison appreciated the hallway display of 
collages made by 3rd grade students and inspired by 
painter Jacob Lawrence’s famous Migration Series.

The 3rd grade social studies curriculum covers coming-to-America 
stories as well as the stories of migration within our borders. The 
collages were specifically influenced by the Great Migration unit, 
which covered the American diaspora from the rural South to the 
urban Northeast, Midwest, and West from 1910 to 1970.

Azureé said the students used the collages to express their ideas 
on what it must be like to leave behind all that is familiar in search 
of a more hopeful future elsewhere. 

“It’s great seeing how the teachers really built the Great 
Migration unit into the larger arc of migration stories and helped 
the students engage with that part of American history and 
Black history in ways that are art-immersive and connected in 
the human experience,” said Azureé. “That really shined through 
in the artwork.” 

Jana Rupp dropped in on Gary Cutler’s 
5th grade science class, where students 
were designing simple machines they 
called automatons.

Gary’s class had studied the engineering design 
cycle earlier in the school year. “The automaton 
project [later in the year allowed students 
to] clearly demonstrate everything they had 
learned,” Jana said. “...the need to ask questions, 
implement a plan, and solve a problem.” 

Gary set up a “stuck station,” where students 
could document on an iPad the challenges 
they were facing and possible solutions. Jana 
found that idea particularly clever. “Engineers 
troubleshoot,” she said. “That’s part of the cycle. 
It’s good for kids to know that they’re not going 
to design something that works on the first try.”

The 72 automatons were on display in the 
Lower/Middle School lobby as the academic 
year came to a close. Jana said she saw the 
kids’ personalities come through in their choice 
of design.

Aliana Cromer 
precision drilling 
with Middle School 
science teacher 
Gary Cutler

By Karina Logan ’31 By Paul Bloch-Prime ’31By Cassenia Hider ’31

Molly Kaplan with 
her in-progress 
automaton: Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor 
with gavel
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K AT H LE E N ’ S  TO P  10
B E S T  H I K E S  I N  T H E  R EG I O N
Lower School science instructor Kathleen Dawson pairs her knowledge of science and nature with her 
love of the outdoors and her quest to inspire future nature lovers. Her science classes include regular 
nature walks; she runs a GDS 360 outdoor education class and a GDS Summer Camp dedicated to 
hiking (with fellow science teacher Jay Tucker). Before the pandemic, she even ran a business called 
Trails & Ales, which arranges hikes as well as brewery and vineyard tours for the 21-year-old+ crowd. 
Her goal is to encourage students (and adults) to enjoy and respect the outdoors as much as she does. 

So who better to turn to for a list of the best hiking spots in the region?

�A N ACO ST I A  R I V E R  T R A I L 
N AV Y  YA R D  M E T RO  ( D C )
Best hike reachable by public transportation

The highlights on this easy-to-access and long trail 
include the Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, the Southwest 
Waterfront, and the new Frederick Douglass Memorial 
Bridge. “There are tons of places to stop and get lunch or a 
drink, and you often see wildlife,” said Kathleen.

S KY  M E A D OWS  STAT E  PA R K 
D E L A P L A N E ,  VA
“Maybe my happiest place of all of these.”  
(~1 hr 15 drive)

This 1,860-acre park includes a historic farm and connects 
to the Appalachian Trail. “It feels like you’re hiking in a 
bucolic painting,” said Kathleen. The meadows make this 
park especially unique in the DC region. “Most of the hikes 
in this area, you’re walking through the forest.” She adds 
that it’s so big (with 22 miles of hiking trails) that “even if 
the parking lot looks full, you can still feel like you’re on your 
own.” Tent camping is pretty accessible here with a one-
mile hike in from the parking lot. 

�S U G A R LOA F  M O U N TA I N 
D I C K E RS O N ,  M D
Best hike within an hour of DC

The northern beginning of the Blueridge Mountain Range, 
Sugarloaf Mountain is the “closest mountain peak to DC,” 
Kathleen said. It offers a variety of trails for different skill 
levels. Kathleen recently took GDS summer camp kids to 
Sugarloaf for some outdoor fun. 

D I F F I C U LT  R U N  T R A I L 
G R E AT  FA L L S ,  VA
Best hike less than an hour away

This trail is accessible from Great Falls and Riverbend 
Parks. With this hike, you “get it all—water, views, and 
forest walks,” Kathleen said. “I love this roughly 5-mile hike 
because it goes through multiple unique ecosystems.”

�C ATO C T I N  M O U N TA I N  
N AT I O N A L  PA R K 
T H U R M O N T,  M D
Best hike a little over an hour away in Maryland  
(~1.25 hr drive)

Go a little further on your trip north to this sweet park in 
the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Kathleen 
recommends the Chimney Rock hike (“some great views!”) 
or linking up with Cunningham Falls State Park, which 
features the largest cascading waterfall in Maryland.

1
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H O N O R A B L E  M E N T I O N S 
(all of these are kid friendly)

C A LV E RT  C L I F FS  STAT E  PA R K  –  LU S BY,  M D
(beach with hike!)

H U N T L E Y  M E A D OWS  –  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA
(accessible boardwalk trail!)

S COT TS  R U N  P R E S E RV E  –  M C L E A N ,  VA 
(closest waterfall to DC!)

�B UZ Z A R D  RO C K  N O RT H 
ST R A S B U RG ,  VA
“Best bang for your buck!” (~2 hr drive)

Part of the George Washington Forest (and less crowded 
than nearby Shenandoah National Park), this “not too 
difficult 4-mile hike” makes the list due to its panoramic 
views with the least amount of effort. It’s a “great ridgeline 
hike that is not super technical,” Kathleen said.

D O L LY  S O D S  W I L D E R N E S S 
S PA N S  M U LT I P L E  
W E ST  V I RG I N I A  CO U N T I E S
“Truly unique wilderness!” (3+ hr drive)

Also in the Monongahela National Forest, this 17,000+ acre 
wilderness area is “like nothing else around,” said Kathleen. 
It has unique meadows (a result of logging in the early last 
century), bogs, and heath shrubs–giving it a Northwest feel. 
“You can see forever, as much of the vegetation is composed 
of shrubs (blueberry bushes, delicious in the summer!) and 
smaller trees,” said Kathleen. “There is an amazing cliff line 
with the best sunset views in West Virginia.”

S H E N A N D OA H  
N AT I O N A L  PA R K 
LU R AY,  VA
Best hikes in Virginia (~1.5 hr drive)

Any list of DC-area hikes would not be complete without 
a mention of Shenandoah National Park. Kathleen 
recommends White Oak Canyon (Lower Falls), which has 
“amazing waterfalls and swimming holes.” For sunset, she 
suggests the short one-mile hike, Bear Fence, which offers 
outstanding views. Consider visiting when it snows. Skyline 
Drive is often closed during inclement weather, and you 
can park at an entrance and walk along the scenic drive for 
a different experience.

W E V E RTO N  C L I F FS 
K N OXV I L L E ,  M D
“Less traveled, but similar to Harpers Ferry.” 
(~1.5 hr drive)

This “shorter and more accessible hike than the Maryland 
Heights hike” (the more well known trail in Harpers Ferry) 
has excellent views and more parking, Kathleen said. Plus, it 
connects to the Appalachian Trail, giving options to extend 
the hike. Harpers Ferry Adventure Center is minutes away, 
with lots of fun activities for the family (including tubing). 
Harpers Ferry Brewing shares the property.

C H I M N E Y  TO P 
C A B I N S ,  W V
“Constant amazing views!” (2+ hr drive)

In the Monongahela National Forest, this strenuous hike 
offers an “amazing ridgeline hike with views, views, views!” 
Kathleen said the North Fork trail is the shortest way up 
(still an almost 2,000 foot ascent) and back. It has multiple 
camping sites.
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M E E T  G D S’S  N E W  A S S O C I AT E 
H E A D  O F  S C H O O L  T H RO U G H 
T H E  L E N S  O F  H E R  i P H O N E . M I KSAN G

			     		    W I T H  M EG

Meg Goldner Rabinowitz brings more 
than 30 years of experience as a 
classroom teacher, diversity leader, 
teacher educator, and administrator in 
independent schools in Philadelphia, 
Seattle, and Honolulu. The veteran 
educator, gardener-poet, and mother 
of three grown children is also a 
practitioner of miksang, a Tibetan 
art form fusing meditation and 
contemplative photography. Meg 
began her practice during a time 
of grief and loss. “I found miksang 
photography to be a way of saying, 
‘even amidst the great despair of 
a moment, there is inexpressible 
beauty.’” Her photography also keeps 
her connected to the people she loves.

1 . �C H A L L A H .  H E R I TAG E .  H O M E . 
With weekly homemade challah, Meg holds her Jewish cultural heritage close. The 
traditional loaf evokes her family roots in Philly, where she was raised, educated, 
and spent 30 years teaching at Germantown Friends School (GFS) and 12 years
teaching teachers at the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of Education. 

2 . �P E AC E F U L  PA D D L I N G 
From the Schuylkill River in Philly (pictured) to a Martha’s Vineyard pond, Meg 
knows the power of calm-water kayaking to soothe an uneasy soul. Soon, she’ll be 
touring our Potomac River and other Chesapeake Bay waterways. Meg will also be
on the lookout for single buds and blooms—her specialty—like this lovely Anemone 
coronaria ‘Blue Poppy’ that she found in Pennsylvania’s Longwood Gardens.

3 . �H A P PY  P L AC E 
“Sea glass, beach, sunset, some kids, and Jack [the dog],” Meg said, are
guaranteed to get her to her happy place. And Martha’s Vineyard doesn’t
disappoint: she loves a lobster at Larsen’s in Menemsha, a gallery visit in
Vineyard Haven, or a walk along the shore to watch the waves roll in. She
spotted this pipestem clematis in Edgartown.

4 . �T H E  OT H E R  COA ST 
After four years as Assistant Head of School at the Northwest School in Seattle, she 
has hundreds of nature snaps of dahlias (pictured), berries, and Rainier cherries, not
to mention walks with visitors, including her middle child, Ethan (pictured).

5 . �D E ST I N AT I O N  D C 
Meg kept track of her journey from Seattle, Washington to Washington, DC
with simple dashboard designs and photos along the way. Meg’s children (left
to right) Simon, Lucy, and Ethan celebrated her arrival in DC after her cross-
country road trip to deliver her defenseless dependents—beloved succulents,
tropical shrubs, and orchids—safely to their new home.

6 . �A BOV E  T H E  C LO U D S 
With travels across Europe and Asia during years of school choir trips, an around-
the-world solo sabbatical, a teaching stint in India, presentations during social 
justice-focused conferences across the country, an 11-year partnership with
the Punahou School in Honolulu as founding teacher and instructional designer
for Global Online Academy, and visits to her children living in Atlanta, L.A., and
New England, this is a familiar view for Meg, who captured this gobsmacking 
view from her airplane seat. Mary Oliver, one of Meg’s favorite poets, once wrote,
“Instructions for living a life / Pay attention. / Be astonished. / Tell about it.” With
her miksang (“good eye”) and contemplative photography, Meg folds a grateful
outlook into her self-described ”collaborative, strategic, and balanced” work style.

Faculty5454 Faculty



1

3

4

5 6

5

3 4

22

55GEORGETOWN DAYS FALL 2022



“I am the only member of my family born in the United States,” said Yom, who was raised in Clinton, New York. 
Her parents are from Ghana, and her two older siblings were born and raised there. “I was the only one who didn’t 
have that experience,” she added. Yom’s parents sent her to Ghana to attend sixth grade. While English is the 
country’s official language, this small sub-Saharan nation is home to about 50 indigenous languages, and Yom is 
familiar with some of them. “I understand more than I am able to speak,” she said.

A Fun YOMpilation
A few minutes into conversation with Yom Odamtten Fox, it’s clear that the new GDS 
High School principal appreciates a well-structured narrative. When she’s not reading 
a good book, she’s listening to a podcast, perusing a short story, or perhaps watching 
celebrated actors read from short stories at the Symphony Space arts center (a 
favorite pastime when she lived in NYC.) 

And she’s always on the lookout for David Sedaris. 

If the award-winning humorist reads his work to live audiences wherever she’s 
living, Yom shows up. Every year since 2004, she has attended a Sedaris reading 
or book signing. His books line a shelf in her home, and wedged between them is a 
keepsake box with trinkets from her wedding, her children’s first sonograms—and 
Sedaris ticket stubs.

What is it about the author? “He shows in his writing that it’s okay to be 
complicated,” says Yom. “He writes about himself, his family, his friends in a way 
that can seem deprecating. Maybe he’s saying something uncomfortable. But 
you still lean in because there’s a great amount of vulnerability in the sarcasm 
and humor he presents. I have profound respect for that.”

Perhaps it’s all that time with Sedaris and his books, but Yom too has a knack for 
telling a good story. Here are snippets of the ones she shared about herself with 
Georgetown Days: 

Yom Fox, a David Sedaris uber fan and 
devoted attendee at his book signings

Yom received her yoga certification in Denver, but started teaching in New York when she was a graduate 
student in need of a part-time job. (Yom earned an M.A. in Teaching Social Studies and an M.Ed. in Private School 
Leadership from Columbia University’s Teachers College.) “I answered an ad on Craig’s list, and the [now defunct] 
David Barton Gym in Chelsea hired me,” Yom said. “It was quite the scene. The gym had a huge disco ball and 
giant skulls for door handles.” CNN’s Anderson Cooper and actor Ethan Hawke were regulars. 

She spent a year in Ghana. 

She was a yoga instructor.
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She has taught English 
and/or History for the past 
18 years. 

That Peloton ad.

Before the school year started, Yom asked the High School teachers to complete a few workbook exercises, encouraging 
educators to reflect on how their values, identity, behaviors, and cultural frame of reference relate to their work. “To cultivate 
an inclusive school community, we need an environment of active engagement and purposeful exploration that requires 
the ability to look at the world from various perspectives,” Yom said. “We can then model that to students and create 
classrooms and spaces in school that seek to validate and affirm students’ varied experiences. But it requires us to stretch 
and be vulnerable.”

Yom honed her teaching skills in California, Colorado, 
Connecticut and, most recently, at The Dalton 
School in New York. At Dalton, she was hired as 
a history teacher, but her role evolved to include 
coordinating K-12 service learning and running the 
global initiatives program. She then served as Interim 
Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. High school 
is her happy place, even when she herself was a 
teenager. “Those four years hold so much potential. 
Academically, socially, physically,”  Yom said. “To get 
to be a part of someone’s life in those moments? What 
an amazing gift!.”

By now, some of you may know that Yom was featured 
in Peloton’s 2021 Superbowl ad campaign, all because 
she completed the company’s phone survey. A work 
crew set up shop in her cramped New York City 
apartment for 12 hours, at the height of COVID-19 
pandemic, to shoot the one-minute spot. In the ad, 
Yom is seen huffing and puffing on her Peloton, 
teaching on Zoom, and tending to her  kids–Poppy, 
Ollie, Benji–in between.

Yom standing in front of a Peloton billboard ad featuring 
her and her children

A former colleague carved a bird out of wood for 
Yom, with two stripes on its beak, a green one for 
GDS and a blue one for Dalton. 
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M E E T  T H E  N E W 

TRUSTE E S
We are pleased to welcome six new Board members to the Georgetown Day School Board of Trustees for the 2022-23 school year: 
Audrey Choi, Nicole DeYampert, Deneen Howell, Cecilia Kang, Nick Penniman, and Donald Saelinger. They join an active board 
composed of parents, alumni, and other members of the GDS community who collectively oversee the financial health of the School 
and reinforce GDS’s commitment to an equitable and inclusive community. The board’s dedication to policies that combat systemic 
racism, bigotry, and oppression is in line with the founding principles of the seven families that established GDS in 1945.

All members of the Board also serve on at least one of 10 Board committees. For more information on all the board members, go to 
www.gds.org/about/leadership-and-faculty/board-of-trustees.

Audrey Choi is a Senior Advisor at Morgan Stanley, where for 
the last 15 years she has led the firm’s efforts to promote global 
sustainability through capital markets. Audrey founded the 
Institute for Sustainable Investing and in 2017 became the first 
Chief Sustainability Officer on Wall Street. Previously, she served 
as Domestic Policy Advisor to Vice President Al Gore and Chief of 
Staff of the Council of Economic Advisors. Audrey was a foreign 
correspondent, investigative reporter, and bureau chief at The 
Wall Street Journal prior to her government service.

Why GDS? 
Our family joined the GDS community in 2016, shortly after we 
moved to Washington, DC. We were drawn to GDS because 
of its deep commitment to social justice and its passion for 
nurturing the individual spark in each student. While almost 
every school proclaims a passion for intellectual curiosity, 
individual expression, and diversity and inclusion, we felt that 
GDS embodied and centered on those values in a far deeper way.

What is your favorite GDS memory? 
Despite the nervousness around returning to in-person school in 
the midst of a still-evolving pandemic, it was amazing to witness 
how excited our daughter was to introduce her younger brother 
(then in the middle of 9th grade) to his first moments of in-person 
high school. From stepping through the doors of the High School 
for his first time, to meeting teachers and friends in person, to 
showing him key shortcuts and special spots around the building, 
the joy and pride she felt in welcoming him into her high school—

now theirs— spoke volumes about the strength, energy, and spirit 
of the GDS community.

What is your favorite family tradition? 
At New Year’s we spend most of the day (and night) with the 
whole family together, making dumplings from scratch. We 
fill them, making tray after tray of dumplings of varying sizes, 
shapes, and degrees of structural integrity, while telling stories, 
talking about (but often neglecting to actually make) our New 
Year’s Resolutions, and of course cooking and eating them 
throughout the night as we wait to ring in the New Year.

What expertise do you bring to the Board?
I am excited to bring to the Board my expertise integrating 
sustainability into an organization—not only as an aspirational 
goal but also as a fundamental part of operations and business 
strategy. I am also excited to contribute my perspectives on 
diversity, equity, and inclusion and how we can engage ever 
more deeply in envisioning and operationalizing a truly inclusive 
culture and community. 

AU D R E Y  C H O I

Mark ʼ24, Audrey Choi, Sookie Choi, Bob Orr, Isabelle ʼ22
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N I C K  P E N N I M A N

Nick Penniman is a nonprofit executive and journalist who serves 
as the founder and CEO of Issue One, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to strengthening American democracy. Previously, 
Nick founded the Huffington Post Investigative Fund. He also 
served as the Washington director of the Schumann Center for 
Media and Democracy, publisher of The Washington Monthly 
magazine, and an editor of The American Prospect. In 2016, 
Penniman co-authored Nation on the Take: How Big Money 
Corrupts Our Democracy and What We Can Do About It.

Why GDS?  
The dynamism! There are–as we parents know so well–
other competitive independent schools in the DC area, but 
none have the same dynamic, creative energy and sense of 
community. GDS is like a big popcorn machine overflowing 
with positive possibilities. 

What is your favorite GDS memory? 
The first time I walked into the High School. Kids were  
high-fiving and laughing. Teachers were hanging out in the 
Forum with small groups of students. Everyone seemed helpful 

and welcoming. It just felt the right kind of place to send my 
kids. My family became part of the GDS community four years 
ago, when my oldest of three kids (Nick ʼ22) entered as a 
freshman. Since then, our middle and youngest kids (Mac ʼ25, 
Winnie ʼ26) have become Hoppers.

What is your favorite family tradition? 
Taking long weekend walks in Rock Creek Park, especially 
in the fall. 

What expertise do you bring to the Board? 
Entrepreneurialism, communications and a passion for 
strengthening democracy (including helping GDS play a 
role in doing so). 

(left to right) Nick Penniman, Sarah Harding, Winnie ʼ26, Mac ʼ25, 
and Nick ʼ22

Nicole DeYampert is a board-certified dermatologist and has 
held multiple governance roles with the American Academy 
of Dermatology. She served as an active duty United States 
Air Force physician for four years. During that time, Nicole was 
a flight surgeon at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland and 
responded to the 9/11 attack on the Pentagon. Nicole completed 
her military service as the Officer in Charge of the dermatology 
clinic at Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska. She currently practices 
in Arlington, Virginia for the Defense Health Agency.

Why GDS? 
We joined the GDS community in 2015, when Adrienne ʼ28 
enrolled in kindergarten. We were initially drawn to GDS because 
of its commitment to the development of the whole child. Years 
later the result is a self-motivated and confident student who 
is able to freely display the full expression of herself, while 
developing the skills that embody “A GDS Student Will…” [the  
list of tenets that GDS strives to instill in students each day]. 

What is your favorite GDS memory? 
Country Market Day 2019, which was the last on the MacArthur 
campus. Parents, faculty, staff, and administrators volunteered to 
create a fabulous event for the school  community. The positive 

energy was palpable on 
the campus as games, 
music, food, and books 
were enjoyed. Watching 
the parent volunteers’ faces 
as they ran through the 
obstacle course at the end 
is an indelible memory. The 
community building of that 
day also had the additional 
benefit of the proceeds 
supporting the Hopper Fund.

What is your favorite family tradition? 
Our family relishes celebrating Christmas together. We decorate 
the tree, while listening to music, and eating home-made 
gingerbread cookies. We are also fond of skiing, attending 
tennis tournaments, and playing board games.

What expertise do you bring to the Board? 
I offer my ability to actively listen, connect with a broad range 
of individuals, and recognize strengths to amass the backing of 
shared community goals. I have been deeply involved in GDS 
as a volunteer and served as an Admissions and Hopper Fund 
Ambassador, co-chair of Country Market Day, and co-chair of 
the Hopper Fund. 

(left to right) Albert Mosley, 
Adrienne ʼ28, Nicole DeYampert
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Deneen Howell is a partner at the law firm of Williams & 
Connolly LLP, where she serves as Chair of the firm’s Budget 
Committee and co-chairs the firm’s Transactions and Business 
Counseling Group as well as its Employment Counseling Group, 
concentrating her practice on the representation of fiction and 
non-fiction authors, former government officials, journalists, 
senior executives and other fiduciaries in their professional, 
academic, media, and publishing pursuits. 

Why GDS?  
My family joined the GDS community in the fall of 2019, when 
our son, Jasper ʼ28, entered the fourth grade. (Amalia ’31 joined 
this fall.) Jasper was unequivocal in his determination to attend 
GDS after finishing third grade at Beauvoir, and we were easily 
persuaded that it was a perfect fit both for him and for our family. 
We were drawn to its mission, its dedication to diversity, equity 
and inclusion, its commitment to the educational development of 
the whole person, its devotion to positive change, and its warm 
and welcoming community.

What is your favorite GDS memory? 
It’s hard to choose a single favorite GDS memory. But, one that 
stands out in particular is the experience of attending the Middle 
School Band and Chorus concerts this past Spring, watching Jasper 
play in the percussion section and then going back the next night to 
support his friends who were singing in the chorus. They were both 
spectacular evenings packed with parents and siblings and friends, 
great music, and wonderful “potluck” treats and opportunities to 

connect afterwards with 
people I hadn’t seen in 
person for far too long. It 
was also an evening full of 
nostalgia, having played 
the clarinet and sung in the 
school chorus throughout 
my own middle school and 
high school years with my 
own family looking on and 
bringing brownies.

What is your favorite 
family tradition? 
My favorite family tradition 
is getting take-out Indian 
food from the same 

restaurant, Heritage India, and enjoying it while watching a 
movie or TV show nearly every Friday night since before our kids 
were born.

What expertise do you bring to the Board? 
I bring to the Board over two decades of experience as an 
attorney, with a practice that includes extensive experience 
in the areas of media and content development, executive 
compensation (representing, among others, leaders of major 
non-profit institutions and colleges and universities), publishing 
(representing both fiction and non-fiction authors), 
and corporate governance. I also bring past and concurrent 
board experience, having previously served for ten years on the 
board of the Folger Shakespeare Library and currently serving 
on the boards of The Fuller Project, the White House Historical 
Association, and Cogent Communications.

(left to right) Katherine Dube, Nate ʼ28, Hazel ʼ32, 
Donald Saelinger

Donald Saelinger is the President of Flashpoint, a cybersecurity company that 
protects commercial and government enterprises from threats and cyber risk. At 
Flashpoint, Donald leads the company’s strategy and go-to-market functions, 
including corporate and business development, marketing, customer success, 
legal, and the company’s national security business. 

As a lawyer and entrepreneur, Donald has helped rapidly growing, mission-
focused technology companies expand and succeed through key stages of 
maturity. Prior to Flashpoint, he was Chief Operating Officer and General 
Counsel of Endgame, Inc., a cybersecurity software company. Donald was also 
General Counsel at Opower, Inc. and an attorney at Covington and Burling, LLP. 

Why GDS? 
We joined the GDS community in the Fall of 2014, when our oldest Hopper 
(Nate ʼ28) started in Barbara and Nichelle’s Pre-K class. (Daughter, Hazel 
ʼ32, is also a Hopper.) GDS’s balanced approach to academic achievement 

Jasper ʼ28, Deneen Howell, 
Amalia ’31 
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Cecilia Kang is a national correspondent for The New York 
Times, focused on technology and public policy. She was a 
finalist for the 2019 Pulitzer Prize and received the Gerald 
Loeb and George Polk journalism awards along with a team of 
reporters for their coverage of technology. Cecilia is a co-author 
of An Ugly Truth: Inside Facebook’s Battle for Domination. Prior 
to the Times, Cecilia was the senior technology writer for The 
Washington Post and Seoul bureau chief for Dow Jones.

Why GDS? 
We joined seven years ago when our son, Tigin ʼ25, entered 3rd 
grade. It’s hard to find a more compelling reason to join GDS 
than to look at its origin story as Washington’s first integrated 
school. Seventy-five years later, GDS has stayed true to its 
commitment to diversity, inclusion, and social justice. We have 
been struck by the joy students and teachers bring each day to 
the classroom. We’ve seen how the Free to Be Me assembly, 
high school clubs, and Lunar New Year festivities celebrate the 
diversity of our student body. We’ve also seen how Hill Day and 
the Civic Lab push students to think critically and as citizens of 
the world.

What is your favorite GDS memory? 
Just one? A few favorite events include the Lower School dance 
assembly, the Free to Be Me assembly, and Country Market Day. 
But if I were to choose one memory, it would have to do with an 
endearing thing known as “the necessary.” Yes, I’m talking about 
Turkey Run, the beloved third-grade tradition that brought students 

and their families just a few miles outside DC to recreate life in 
colonial times. We cooked on open fires, hiked the woods and slept 
in cloth tents. We really got to know each other, especially after 
digging, sharing, and then covering up the “necessaries.”

What is your favorite family tradition? 
On New Year’s day, we have a Korean tradition of paying 
respect to elders and ringing in the new year with a bowing 
ceremony. Since my parents are on the West Coast, that means 
Zoom New Year’s celebrations for the extended family. 

What expertise do you bring to the Board?  
I’m a communicator with subject expertise in governance, public 
policy, and technology. I have served on the board of a charter 
school in Washington, DC.

and social justice is the ideal formula to help kids grow into 
smart, empathetic, humble, and innovative young citizens. GDS 
prepares its students to tackle the world as it is today…which is 
imperfect and complex, but with untapped potential. This is the 
result of tireless work by the school faculty, staff, and leadership, 
along with the entire student and family communities. I have 
loved seeing the impact that this approach has had on our 
kids, as GDS helps them become creative, confident, and well-
rounded young adults.

What is your favorite GDS memory?  
Memorable moments at GDS are too many to count, but I’ve 
always loved joining the camp trips at Camps Letts, Pecometh, 
and Overlook. Getting to see the kids out of their element and in 
the wild is a blast. 

What is your favorite family tradition?  
Board game nights and weekend family hikes with the dog.

What expertise do you bring to the Board?  
In my professional roles, I have helped mission-driven 
organizations mature and grow, without sacrificing their 
distinctive culture, their commitment to their core values, or 
their ability to succeed. My background as both a lawyer and 
entrepreneur has instilled a view on how to balance institutional 
risk and boldness, and will help me bring a consistent, 
creative, and collaborative voice to GDS leadership. Finally, 
having served on and worked closely with successful boards 
in the past, I understand and am committed to the board’s 
mandate to support GDS’s near-term needs, while ensuring 
that the institution is making the right decisions for long-term 
sustainability and success. 

(left to right) Leyla, Oltac Unsal, Tigin ’25, Cecilia Kang

C EC I L I A  K A N G

61GEORGETOWN DAYS FALL 2022



BelongingBelonging
What it is and why it matters

Belonging is a heavy word, complex and fraught with layers.

Intuitively, it’s associated with acceptance in a group—an antidote 
to loneliness and rejection. The desire to belong is rooted in our 
evolutionary history, when our ancestors relied on group living for 
hunting, food gathering, and safety; in other words, for their very 
survival. It’s a primal craving so hard-wired in our brains that the 
humanist Abraham Maslow placed “love and belonging” half way 
up the hierarchy of basic human needs, a prerequisite to living up to 
one’s full potential.

But does belonging to one group mean breaking away from 
another? Is one excluded when another belongs? Does belonging 
mean fitting in by changing who you are? In schools, the term has 
become a buzzword because a growing body of research shows 
belonging contributes to academic success, peer bonding, and 
better emotional and physical health. Still, as a concept, belonging 
is tough to measure. 

“That’s why we’ve been working hard to define what belonging 
means to us at GDS, as individuals and as a community,” said Marlo 
Thomas, the School’s director of diversity, equity, and inclusion 
(DEI). “We’re grappling with two truths. The diversity in our School 
lends itself to more inclusivity, more breadth and depth of cultural 
awareness. But it also presents more opportunities for conflict 
because that’s what happens when more people come into a space 
together. Now, our values have more tension points.”

Adding to the tension are the alarming trends in mental health 
among youth. One in three high school students nationwide have 
persistent feelings of sadness or hopelessness, a 40 percent jump 
from 2009 to 2019, according to federal statistics. The COVID-19 
pandemic exacerbated the mental health crisis, prompting U.S. 
Surgeon General Vivek Murphy to issue a call to action, in which 
he emphasized the role schools can play in helping students find “a 
sense of purpose, fulfillment, and belonging.”

At GDS, belonging has been a pillar of the School’s 
mission since it opened its doors in 1945, an integrated 
institution in a city that kept its public schools 
segregated. But GDS is not immune to the political and 
social strife outside its doors, which is why it’s been 
doubling down on its effort to further infuse belonging 
into its culture.

The approach makes sense because any cognitive 
energy that kids spend feeling uncomfortable or out of 
place at school comes at the expense of their classroom 
performance, said Bobby Asher, director of student 
life and wellness at GDS. “We want kids to feel that 
school is home,” Bobby said. “Belonging is bigger than 
‘nobody makes fun of me.’ It’s feeling ownership, equal, 
positioned in space, empowered.”

Fun? 
What a strange concept 
By several measures, GDS is making progress on all 
those fronts.

Our students consistently report a very high “sense 
of belonging” on average compared to the hundreds 
of other schools surveyed by Challenge Success, a 
nonprofit school reform organization affiliated with 
Stanford University. The results show very little 
variation when the data are disaggregated by race 
and gender. The most recent 2021 survey ranked GDS 
on the high end of the range compared to schools of 
similar size and type nationwide, said Sarah Miles, 
research director at Challenge Success.
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The results showed that roughly two thirds of GDS High 
School and Middle School students somewhat or strongly 
agree that they “feel accepted” at the School and that 
“other students like me the way I am.” In describing GDS, 
“fun” and “caring and welcoming” were among the top 
three terms cited by students in both divisions.

Drew Schrader, a school program manager at Challenge 
Success, said he rarely sees “fun” as a top descriptor 
among high school students in particular and notes that 
“fun” and “belonging” are mutually reinforcing concepts. 
“We never have fun in a place where we feel we don’t 
belong, or that we’re a bad match, or that we’re being 
judged,” Schrader said. “We call fun the ‘tailwind.’ You 
can have interesting, meaningful, hard work. But wow, 
doesn’t it make everything easier if it’s fun?”

A group of GDS students reached similar conclusions 
after they spent the 2021-22 school year gauging the High 
School’s culture of belonging. In a paper presented to the 
School’s leadership team, the group concluded that GDS 
does a great overall job of making community members 
feel welcomed and appreciated, though new students 
entering 9th grade felt less integrated than students who 
had been attending GDS for years. 

“We had a few suggestions of what we could do to kind of 
help the freshmen out a little bit,” said Deepa Bhargava 
ʼ23, one of the students involved in the research, which 
took place in an Upper Level class called Youth-led 
Participatory Action Research (YPAR). “But seeing that 
a lot of  students in 10th, 11th, and 12th grades felt they 
belonged means that in time, these freshmen hopefully 
will feel the same way when they become more familiar 
with the teachers, their classmates, and the building.”

Deepa speaks from experience. Having joined GDS in 
first grade, she’s grown to appreciate the School’s rituals 
and traditions. Calling teachers by their first names, she 
said, makes them feel more accessible to her. She loves 
that Head of School Russell Shaw knows everyone by 
name and greets students at the door most mornings. 
And she’s deeply bonded with her varsity volleyball 
teammates and her co-leaders on the Environmental 
Task Force, which hosted the school’s first-ever Eco-
Market Day in spring.

“I’m passionate about sustainability, and at GDS, I found my 
space with a niche of students who feel the same way I do,” 
Deepa said. “Doing this event with them is one of the reasons I 
feel I belong here.”

Affinity Groups 
Why it’s not all about making friends 
Finding a “niche” is the key. Research shows that simply having 
friends or being surrounded by people is not enough to foster self-
esteem and a sense of belonging. Far more important is being part 
of a group with people with whom you identify, as in people who 
are “psychologically important and internalized as part of social 
identity,” according to a 2015 study published in PlosOne.

Jacqueline Elna Metzger ’23 instinctively understood the need for 
that kind of engagement in 2020. The pandemic had shut down 
in-person schooling. The police killings of Breonna Taylor and 
George Floyd had riveted the nation. And Black GDS students 
started posting on social media about incidents in which they felt 
devalued at the School, where 48 percent of the student body and 
47 percent of faculty and staff identify as people of color.

Even while the School began digging into a proper organizational 
response to these events, Jacqueline and some of her friends were 
inspired to create CROWNS, an affinity group for GDS female 
students who identify as Black, African American and/or of 
African descent. “We really wanted a space where we could talk 
comfortably about experiences that are specific to being Black and 
female,” said Jacqueline, whose mother is from Sierra Leone. “I 
named it CROWNS because Black women’s hair is so politicized. 
It’s one thing that connects all women who identify as Black.”

The group discussed how it feels when other people touch their 
hair, even when the gesture is well-intentioned. They often talk 
about colorism, or skin-tone discrimination that favors light 
skin over dark skin in the same racial or ethnic group, especially 
among women. They notice how so many Black women are 
murdered or go missing without much attention. 

Having this outlet not only offers her some psychic relief, but it 
also raises social awareness schoolwide, Jacqueline said. “We’ll 
leave a meeting and talk to our friends who are not Black, who 
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are not female, about the things we’ve discussed, and they’re 
all curious and open to listening,” she said. “Even if it’s a casual 
conversation at lunch, people outside of the affinity group still get 
something out of what we’re doing and talking about.”

Words Hurt and Ache 
The emotional distress, or “social pain,” brought on by 
social rejection and exclusion has become a growing area of 
neuroscientific research. One study shows that acetaminophen 
(the active ingredient in Tylenol) can help reduce social pain the 
same way it does physical pain because both types of suffering 
are activated in the same region of the brain. Other research 
concludes that prolonged exposure to racial offenses can lead to 
headaches, chest pain, and other physical reactions. So basically, 
words really do hurt. 

In his graduation speech to the Class of 2022, Miles Huh said 
that the GDS community “offered the safety for me to develop 
my own identity and become comfortable in my own skin,” and 
he credited that in part to his membership in Triple A, the Asian 
American affinity group. 

Miles, who is of Chinese and Korean descent, said that he had a 
“complicated relationship with race” prior to joining GDS in 9th 
grade. His middle school had few Asian Americans, and he always 
felt that his culture was the butt of lots of jokes. Classmates spoke 
in stereotypical Asian accents around him, asked him if he eats 
dogs and cats, and questioned whether his vision was impaired, 
Miles said more recently.

“You give up on correcting people. I felt defeated,” Miles said. “I 
was afraid of confrontation, so I made excuses for them. … I’m 
not proud to say this, but I’d sometimes laugh along or do the 
voice. It was easier than saying: ‘Hey, that’s not cool.’”

But at GDS, students promoted self advocacy, especially his older 
peers in Triple A, who acted as mentors. They spoke about hot-
button issues, such as the legacy of the Korean-Black conflict in 
the wake of the 1992 L.A. riots and the “Tiger Mom” narrative. 
At School, he felt he could sit or talk to anyone without fear of 
ostracism. He even felt welcomed into the theater community, 
knowing full well he wasn’t a great actor. “I wasn’t dealing with 

microaggressions anymore,” Miles said. “That worry 
lifted off of me and allowed me to grow into the person 
that I am now.”

The summer after his freshman year, Miles finally spoke 
up. He was volunteering at a camp, where some of the 
8-year-olds he was overseeing would make “squinty
eyes” and speak with an accent when they saw him.
“Time at GDS gave me the voice to say: ‘It’s not okay,’”
Miles said.

Identity and Social-
Emotional Skills Go 
Hand-In-Hand 
Starting this school year, a new provision in the GDS 
enrollment contract mandates that parents and students 
support the School’s effort to actively work against 
racism, hatred, oppression, and bigotry.

GDS also initiated a third-party audit of its DEI practices 
that led to immediate actions, including a commitment 
to integrate a multi-year DEI vision into the School’s 
strategic planning starting this year. In addition, the 
School is  adopting restorative practices to resolve 
conflicts and repair relationships. It’s gathering data to 
gain insights into the community’s vital DEI indicators, 
such as student achievement, incident reporting, and 
hiring/retention. And it’s monitoring its progress on 
a dashboard that’s currently being developed.  All of 
these steps are part of a broader anti-racist initiative 
underway at the School.

At the granular level, the focus on the intersection 
between belonging and identity is being bolstered with a 
health education curriculum steeped in SEL, also known 
as social-emotional learning. SEL focuses on developing 
self-awareness, regulating emotions, and building 
interpersonal skills. 

“DEI and SEL go hand in hand,” said Bessie Oster, a 
health education consultant working with GDS. “If we’re 
talking about body image, are we talking about White 
beauty standards? If we’re talking about nutrition, 
what does that mean in different cultures? What does 
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it mean in terms of 
socioeconomic status?” 
If pricey organic food is 
presented as a marker 
of healthful eating, she 
said, that might not feel 
right for some kids and 
erode their sense of 
belonging in the class.

Caitlin Hutcheon, GDS HS health and wellness teacher, 
said that when she’s teaching students about stress, 
she delves into how racism plays a role. Her lessons 
on intimacy include talk about healthy LGBTQ+ 
relationships. “And I’m always having them think about: 
If you’re in an unhealthy relationship, or suffering from 
addiction or suicidal ideation, which adult will you go to 
about it?” Caitlin said. 

What Students 
Bring to Class  
Challenge Success, the Stanford University affiliate, 
reported that more than 70 percent of GDS students said 
they have an adult they can go to at school if they have a 
problem. In a recent meeting with faculty and staff, Head 
of School Russell Shaw said the results underscore the 
awesome influence educators wield in students’ lives. 

“Each student arrives in the classroom with their own 
story. This story, shaped by life experience, is sometimes 
rich and joyful and sometimes deeply painful,” Russell 
said. “A student’s story informs how they show up each 
day, even when it’s a story of which they’re not completely 
conscious. Our job as educators is to take time to know 
our students and their stories. When we do, they feel it, 
and they are more likely to thrive.” 

Marlo, the DEI director, said that it’s incumbent on 
educators to do the same kind of self-reflection that 
we’re asking students to do about their identities and 
unintended biases. Speaking at an orientation for new 
faculty and staff, Marlo urged everyone to think about 
their own personal journeys as students, when or if they 

ever saw reflections of 
themselves at school, 
and whether they 
found emotional and 
psychological  
safety there.

“We remember the 
teachers we loved, and 

we remember the teachers who we didn’t like so much,” Marlo 
said. “And that’s for good reason.”

High School learning specialist Meredith Chase-Mitchell 
remembers her school days in Brooklyn, NY. The daughter of two 
Caribbean immigrants, she moved to the U.S. with her parents. 
Meredith remembers placing her home-packed lunch on her lap, 
trying to hide it from her classmates in the cafeteria. She wanted 
to toss the mango and fresh carrot juice and replace it with pizza 
or anything that would help her fit in.

It wasn’t until she joined a black sorority in her predominantly 
white college that she connected with other girls whose parents 
came from other countries and whose moms had accents. “Being 
in that sorority taught me that you have to love yourself before 
you can branch out and fully embrace others,” she said. Now, 
as faculty advisor to CROWNS, she’s gratified to see that the 
members are learning that lesson earlier than she ever did.

Meredith likes to think it’s because GDS practices and reminds 
students of the values it cherishes: kindness, activism, anti-
racism, self-advocacy. “But young people are hard to read,” she 
added. “Are they all getting it?”

Jacqueline said she does. She remembers how, during her 
sophomore year, GDS gave her a “collective hug” when her 
mother died of cancer. Her math teacher would make sure she 
got her lunch. Her theater friends dedicated that year’s show to 
her mother. A GDS couple now acts as her guardians. Jacqueline 
said she wants to pay that kindness forward through CROWNS 
and her new role as GDS Staff-Student Council president.

“I really want to make sure that everyone at this School 
understands that nobody has to leave key parts of their identity 
at the door to fit in,” Jacqueline said. “In the end, that’s what 
belonging really means.”
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Kevin Sheekey’s path to knighthood started five years ago in a 
Frankfurt airport, when he read a newspaper article about how 
President Trump’s looming decision to withdraw from the Paris 
climate accord would create a huge funding gap in the fight 
against global warming.

Within minutes, Sheekey ʼ84 was calling his billionaire 
philanthropist boss, former New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, with a proposal: What if Bloomberg’s charitable 
foundation pledges up to $15 million to cover the U.S.’s unmet 
financial obligation? The plan expanded. Since Sheekey and 
Bloomberg were already in Europe on business, why not unveil 
the funding pledge in Paris?

And so it was that Sheekey found himself arranging a meeting 
within 48 hours between Bloomberg, French President 
Emmanuel Macron, and Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo at the  
Élysée Palace. The meeting led to a press briefing hours after 
the White House withdrew from the deal. Bloomberg, flanked 
by Macron and Hidalgo, told the world that the United States 
would fulfill its financial obligations under the climate pact, with 
or without Washington’s support.

In April 2022, the French government bestowed Sheekey with the 
Insignia of the Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite, in effect 
making him a knight for his work on behalf of the landmark climate 
deal. The honor marks the latest in a string of career successes 
for Sheekey, who has earned a reputation as an astute political 

strategist after 25 years by Bloomberg’s side. It also offers insight 
into how Sheekey prefers to get things done: off center stage. 
“I basically view politics as a great stage play, and that’s not 
to take away the positive impact it can have,” said Sheekey, 
who joined GDS in 5th grade. “But I do enjoy watching who is 
good at it, who is bad, who succeeds. I enjoy being part of the 
production, but I’d rather do it from the wings.”

Kevin Barr, who was Sheekey’s advisor throughout his High 
School years, was among the few dozen people invited to the 

Insignia of the Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite
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Sheekey talks about a 
career “in the wings”

Kevin Sheekey (second from right, back row) and Kevin Barr 
(fourth from left, back row) at GDS

Kevin Sheekey and Kevin Barr at Sheekey’s  
decorating ceremony

T H E N N OW

66



private decorating ceremony at the DC 
residence of the French ambassador to 
the United States, Philippe Étienne. Barr 
described it as an “august” occasion. The 
ambassador’s praise of Sheekey was 
exalted, he said, and Bloomberg spoke of 
Sheekey the way a proud father would of 
a beloved son.

“Kevin was honored and moved and, at 
the same time, so genuinely himself,” 
Barr said. “He’s always combined 
this wonderfully ebullient, outgoing, 
generous, deeply curious, fascinated, 
optimistic personality with a lot of 
integrity. … When he’s his warm, friendly 
self, it’s not an act. From the time he was 
a kid, he was that way.”

“ T H E  B LO O M B E RG 
W H I S P E R E R ” 
The 56-year old DC native grew up the 
oldest of three children in a civic-minded 
household. His father, Arthur, helped 
create the Department of Education in 
the 1970s. His mother, Kathleen, was 
legislative director at Common Cause for 
a decade.

Sheekey said that his family and his GDS 
education taught him to care about his 
community and fostered his willingness 
to engage people, traits that served him 
well professionally. But it was his mom 
who gave him his big break in politics. 
Her Capitol Hill connections helped him 
land a summer internship with Rep. James 
Scheuer (D-NY) after his junior year at 
Washington University in St. Louis.

“Don’t ever apologize for how you got 
into the door because, I’ll tell you, I’ve 
never seen anyone succeed because of 
who got them in,” Sheekey said. “That 
may not be true everywhere, but in most 
places, once you’re in, you have to work 
hard, think smart, and work well with 
others to succeed.”

The internship paved the way for a 10-
year career on Capitol Hill; five years with 
Scheurer after graduation and another 
five with the legendary Sen. Daniel 

Patrick Moynihan starting in 1992. The 
four-term senator from New York was 
a notoriously tough boss whose office 
was always teeming with talent. Within 
a year, Sheekey went from managing the 
senator’s schedule to managing his 1994 
re-election campaign. He kept climbing, 
moving on to serve as the senator’s press 
secretary and then his chief of staff.

The run in Moynihan’s office was “the 
best professional education of my life,” 
Sheekey said. But he felt that he’d hit 
the glass ceiling on the Hill and started 
shopping around for a lobbying job, with 
an eye toward a media or finance firm 
in New York that wanted to build its 
Washington presence. “I stumbled across 
[Bloomberg LP] and it checked all the 
boxes,” Sheekey said. 

Michael Bloomberg hired Sheekey as 
chief Washington lobbyist in 1997 and 
tasked him with raising the company’s 
profile and dealing with its mounting 
regulatory demands.

Today, a quick online search turns up 
dozens of articles about Sheekey. They 
mention his “blarney-coated candor” 
(The Atlantic), his tendency to “speak 
without periods” (New York Times), and 
always his trademark “tieless preppy 

look” (Esquire). Many also refer to his 
mischievous streak. Case in point: As a 
college freshman, Sheekey was elected 
dorm president promising frequent 
parties for all (New York Magazine).

The headlines usually highlight Sheekey’s 
role as the architect of Bloomberg’s 
political rise from a little-known 
billionaire with a growing media empire 
to three-term mayor of New York City 
and presidential contender.  

“The Bloomberg Whisperer,” one headline 
read. “Mike’s Brain,” read another. 

U P RO OT I N G  T H E  FA M I LY, 
S E T T L I N G  I N  N E W  YO R K
When Bloomberg mounted his longshot 
bid for mayor in 2001, it was Sheekey 
who ran the campaign, despite misgivings 
about his boss’s chances of winning. 

In a joint interview with his wife, Robin 
Caiola, Sheekey told New York Family 
that he was commuting between 
Washington and New York in those early 
days. “Every Friday night I would get 
home and Robin would say, ‘If he wins, 
we’re not moving to New York,’” Sheekey 
said. “And I would say, ‘Don’t worry, 
we’re not going to win.’” 

Kevin Sheekey (left) and Michael Bloomberg (right) lobbying for the climate in 
Brussels at the EU parliament
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A LU M N I  P RO F I L E S

But his outlook changed when the 9/11 
terrorist attack devastated New York and 
the nation. “Kevin knew what to do with it 
politically,” Hank Sheinkopf, who worked 
for Bloomberg’s 2001 opponent, told 
New York Magazine. “Instead of talking 
about the towers falling they talked about 
leadership and management. … Kevin 
understood organically what had to be 
done. That’s a big skill.”

It didn’t hurt that Bloomberg pumped 
$75 million of his own fortune into the 
campaign, switched parties to run as a 
Republican (a strategic move to avoid 
competing in the crowded Democratic 
primary), and won the coveted 
endorsement of his predecessor, Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani.

Come January 2002, the Sheekeys were 
moving to New York with their infant 
twins in tow. (Dillon and Samantha are 
now sophomores at Brown University 
and Duke University, respectively.) They 
now call New York home.

S L E E P I N G  L I K E  A  BA BY 
During the mayor’s 12 years in office, 
Sheekey considered exploring other 
career paths a few times: in 2003, when 
he felt restless at City Hall; in 2004, after 
he helped lure the Republican National 
Convention to New York and ran the 
event on behalf of the city; and in 2005, 
after the mayor’s re-election when he got 
an offer to run California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s re-election campaign.

But Bloomberg convinced him to stay 
and appointed him deputy mayor of 
government affairs in December 2005, 
a new post that enhanced Sheekey’s 
political influence. “He knows everybody 
on the Democratic side, particularly in 
Washington, and then he was my guy 
to do the city’s half of the Republican 
convention, so he got to know everybody 
on the other side of the aisle,” the mayor 
said at the time.

Sheekey says he’s proud of the role he 
played in his boss’s success: reviving 
New York City post 9/11, turning around 
a dysfunctional public school system, 
and pushing for sustainability long 
before it was cool. Sheekey helped 
create Bloomberg’s PlaNYC in 2007, 
an ambitious, long-term, environmental 
agenda for the city that turned into a 
“passion project” for him.  His interest 
in sustainability has grown and evolved 
ever since, hence his effort to get his 
boss involved in the Paris climate accord 
in 2017. (Under President Biden, the U.S. 
has since rejoined the treaty. Bloomberg 
Philanthropies kicked in roughly $7.5 
million during the Trump years.)

Sheekey is not too disappointed in 
Bloomberg’s failed 2020 presidential bid 
either, even though he’d been urging his 
boss to run for years and managed his 
self-funded presidential campaign. “Our 
early polling for the Democratic primary 
never showed that Mike could win,” said 
Sheekey, who is known for his number-
crunching prowess. “But he didn’t want 
to sit on the sidelines. He got in with a 
singular focus: defeat Donald Trump. We 
were determined that Mike would be 
the nominee or he would be part of the 
campaign that removes Trump from office.”

Bloomberg, who ran as a Democrat, 
spent  $275 million of his own fortune 
on negative Trump ads that Democrats 
needed to win in the general election. 
And when Biden won the Democratic 
primary, Bloomberg spent a lot of money 
on the Biden campaign, $100 million 
in Florida alone. “Had Mike not run that 
campaign, it is my belief that Trump 
would still be in office,” Sheekey said. “So 
I can go to sleep at night, no problem.

Today, Sheekey is global head of external 
relations at Bloomberg LP, splitting his 
time between New York and London for 
the job. A few years after Bloomberg left 
office in 2013, Sheekey briefly considered 
running for mayor himself, at his 

daughter’s urging, but decided against it.

“Let’s just say my skills are better put to 
use electing other people, and making 
sure others don’t get re-elected,” 
Sheekey said. “Sam is still a bit upset. … 
Perhaps one day she will run and I can 
help run her campaign.”

Kevin Sheekey with French 
President Emmanuel Macron,  
Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, and 
Michael Bloomberg

On the campaign trail with 
Bloomberg in 2005, Dillon Sheekey 
rides on his dad’s shoulders.
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D E R R I C K  R U T L E D G E  ʼ 79 :
M A K E U P,  M U S I C  &  M AG I C
Celebrity makeup artist Derrick Rutledge ’79 
on life’s layers

Derrick Rutledge ’79 is a work in progress. At 61, with the face 
and buoyant spirit of a 38-year-old, he’s like a phoenix rising 
from all the broken bits and anguish of life. 

Derrick was a bullied child, who found refuge at GDS—only 
to have his musical dreams deferred in college. Instead, he 
found his calling through the pages of fashion magazines. 
Barely a few years out of college, he became known as the 
“big man who could ‘beat face’”—shorthand for applying 
makeup with breathtaking results.

He gained devoted clientele among the stars, then the 
superstars. Early 2009 found Derrick splitting his days 
between the East Wing of the White House with First Lady 
Michelle Obama; Chicago, South Africa, and Los Angeles 
with Oprah Winfrey; church on Sundays; and his mother’s 
Washington, DC bedside as she battled cancer. 

As much as he’s gained in the last two decades, he’s also lost 
a lot. From just before his 40th birthday until today, he lost 
both hip bones (since replaced), pieces of his pelvis, and 300 
pounds from his lifelong struggle with obesity. He lost his 
mother to cancer and nearly lost his life, when an 18-wheeler 
flung his car from the road.

And still, he’s rising. The “Makeup Maestro’s” art now graces 
countless covers of those same fashion magazines that 
emancipated him. 

In a 2011 Washington Post article on Derrick, reporter Keith 
L. Alexander wrote, “Derrick’s magic rested beyond his 
brushes and powders, in his demeanor. The man who was 

often hurt by others’ words used his own words to make 
people feel confident.”

Every Oprah public appearance in the last 12 years, including 
all her movies, show tapings, and magazine covers, has 
showcased Derrick’s handiwork. He runs two cosmetic 
brands—Derrick Rutledge About Face (DRAF) and Perfecting 
Your Presence (PYP)—works out daily, and works tirelessly to 
help others achieve the best version of themselves.

“I see my time on this Earth as a healer,” Derrick said.

PR I M E R

L I ST E N  W H I L E  YO U  R E A D 
Derrick’s 12+3 Tunes that Take Him Back

Derrick Rutledge ’79 with Oprah Winfrey
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Derrick always struggled with his weight and his self-esteem, 
particularly in the face of actual (and perceived) persecution 
by his peers. In public elementary school, he protected himself 
by doing their homework and hiding. He was different and 
smart, teachers said; when his handwriting was recognized on 
others’ pages one too many times, they urged his family to find 
a private school.

Derrick attended GDS from 7th grade to graduation and 
keeps up with friends, including Kamal Ali ’80, Marc Fuller 
’79, Thomas Johnson ’79, Ron Lucas ’79, Leroy Nesbitt ’78, 
and Scott Shepperd ’79, several of whom also sent their own 
children to GDS.

He remembers close relationships with teachers, among others, 
Kevin Barr—“Love me some Kevin Barr!”—Harold McNeill—“He 
was like a big brother to me!”—and Dorothy Jackson—“I’m 
getting the chills seeing Dorothy’s number is still in my phone!” 
They stayed in touch regularly until her passing in 2010.

Derrick was an artist and a talented singer at GDS, who 
performed in all the musicals, seder programs, and Christmas 
assemblies. “Music has always been in my soul,” he said. 
Derrick was a superfan of the ‘Godmother of Soul’ herself, 
Patti LaBelle, who used to pick him out of the crowd at her 
concerts and invite him onto the stage to sing his heart out 
on “Lady Marmalade.”  (Several years after a vocal coach at 
Webster University shut down his dreams of ever being an 
opera lead because of his big body, he would go on to spend 
nearly 20 years on tour with LaBelle, not as a singer, but as her 
makeup artist).

“I ended up really loving GDS,” Derrick said. “I never felt that I 
fit in, even though I had a good life there. Not to say that people 
treated me badly but rather because I didn’t feel good about 
myself. That [feeling] expanded into how I believed people felt 
about me. I always believed that weight was an issue. Dorothy 
was a person I could talk to about that. She taught me that I 
could believe in myself and go after what I really wanted to do.”

Fashion and art were his means of 
escaping. He picked up photography 
in college, attempting to mimic what 
he saw in magazines. Later, with a 
tackle box of cheap wet n wild beauty 
products, he began to do free makeup 
for female classmates; and, after college, 
he continued with the free or $5 makeup 
audition jobs for producers he met at 
fashion shows. A few good breaks later, 
he got a call from Black Entertainment 
Television (BET) because Miss USA 
Kenya Moore had requested him for her 
appearance on the network. He stayed 
with BET for almost a decade, doing 
makeup for the hosts and celebrity guests, 
including a young Beyoncé with Destiny’s 
Child, Sisters With Voices (SWV), TLC, 
En Vogue—“all the girl groups from the 
90’s”—as well as Lil’ Kim, Aaliyah, and 
Queen Latifah.

Despite his size, Derrick had a way of 
positioning himself out of view: hidden in 
corners to eat alone, watching the stars 
from offstage, and working behind the 
makeup chair. Even when his five-foot 
seven-inch frame at one point carried 
nearly 600-pounds, with a 72-inch waist, 
he managed to conceal himself—and his 
deteriorating physical and mental health—
behind the beautiful faces and the work. 

In 1999, Derrick underwent gastric bypass 
surgery and began the long journey to 
health, wellness, and self-esteem.

A young Beyoncé Knowles from her 
Destiny’s Child days with makeup artist 
Derrick Rutledge ’79
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H I G H L I G H TS
Derrick knows and follows the latest makeup trends but is known for 
giving timeless looks. You’ve seen his work, even if you didn’t realize it. 
After hanging up on a White House phone call, thinking it was a prank, 
Derrick began working with FLOTUS, and it was her TIME magazine cover 
that caught Winfrey’s eye. His artistry for Winfrey’s turn as Mrs. Which 
(pictured) in Disney’s 2018 film A Wrinkle in Time is unmatched. 

S H A D OW,  E Y E B ROWS ,  L I PS
Derrick works happily in the shadow of all these stunning Black women, 
but he’s learned to spread his wings. He’s perfecting his presence and 
adopting some of his most confidence-boosting techniques on his own 
face, including his signature arched eyebrows. Makeup with Derrick is 
joyful work: music is ever-present, whether he’s singing and dancing with 
his clients, including the former First Lady, or hearing Whitney Houston in 
his head as he does Ms. Winfrey’s lips, while she reviews a script or reads 
a book for an author visit. (“You’re the lip master,” she tells him.) Other 
times, they’ll pop on some Teddy Pendergrass or the Aretha Franklin 
gospel album, sing, and reminisce. 

Ms. Winfrey as Mrs. Which in Disney’s 2018 A 
Wrinkle in Time. Makeup by Derrick Rutledge ’79.

These days, he’s looking after himself, even while bouncing 
between time zones, weddings, funerals (including for Ms. 
Winfrey’s father in July 2022), movies, and magazine shoots. He’s 
been at this work long enough that those first brides he made up 
for next to nothing when getting his start are now calling him up to 
do their daughters’ wedding makeup.  

“He makes every day your prettiest day, and every woman is looking 
for her prettiest day,” Ms. Winfrey told The Washington Post.

His smile and soft speaking voice radiate warmth. “The makeup 
person is the last person you see before you go on set, and his 
energy affects your energy,” Moore said of Derrick for the 2011 
Post feature. “He has the most beautiful spirit.”

“There are a lot of layers to me and my life,” Derrick said. “I’m a 
constant work in progress, always looking to be a better Derrick and 
help someone along.”

That’s a legacy worth leaving. 
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P L A N N I N G  FO R  A LU M N I  W E E K E N D  2 0 2 3

Celebrating classes ending in 3 and 8!
Help us the plan the weekend as a Class Reunion Chair. Email Correy at chudson@gds.org for more information.

High School history teacher Sue Ikenberry featured teacher 
during Classes Without Quizzes

Artist Caitlin Greenhill Caldera ’10 at the Alumni Art 
Show and Reception

All-Alumni Party

A LU M N I  W E E K E N D  2 0 2 2
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It was an honor 
to be nominated 

as Chair of the Hopper Alumni Network in 2021 and a thrill 
to hit the ground running. In the past year, we’ve hosted an 
array of events designed to connect GDS alumni of all ages 
and affinities to one another and to the School. Our alumni 
weekend in April—the first we’ve held in person since the 
pandemic hit in 2019—offered more than the traditional 
class reunions and our signature party. It featured our first 
LGBTQ alumni happy hour, the first Black Alumni Day party, 
an alumni arts show, and a “Night at Nats Park” with our 
Young Alumni Council. Legendary GDS educators Kevin Barr, 
Sue Ikenberry, and Bobby Asher graciously held lectures that 
weekend for visitors yearning for their old school days. 

Alumni events were held year-round with panel discussions 
on important topics, such as the war in Ukraine and the 
changing landscape of Washington, DC, all of which featured 

alumni speakers. We kept our doors open to any GDS alumni 
who wanted to share their expertise, career paths, and 
passions with GDS students and faculty. In the past year, 
we heard from Jacob Kaplan ’16 (comedy writing for TV), 
Andrew Weiner ’90 (co-writing a graphic novel with Alicia 
Keyes), and Sheldon Gay ’00 (STEM careers for men of color). 
We also spread our wings beyond the District and held a 
GDS alumni reception in New York, which roughly coincided 
with the High School chorus’s performance at Carnegie Hall 
in May. 

To all the Hoppers, past and present, please know that the 
Hopper Alumni Network is working hard to celebrate your 
talents and serve as a resource. Let us know what you’re 
doing, how you’re doing, and what we can do for you. You 
can reach us at alumni@gds.org.

CO R D E N I A  PA I G E  ’ 8 3

U PDAT E S  O N 

TH E  H O PPE R 
A LU M N I  N E T WO R K

Black Alumni Day Party during All-Alumni Weekend
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W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N OW  I N

ATH LETI C S

Seniors Arjun Narayan, Haidyn Green, Claire Cooper, 
and Hayden Martz at the GDS College Athlete 
Recognition Event on May 4, 2022

S O CC E R
Arjun Narayan ’22 (pictured above) will start his collegiate 
soccer career at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Hayden Shepperd ’21 is currently playing with 
Copenhagen-based club Boldklubben Frem.

Mike Klain ’12 completed his collegiate career with Division 
I Harvard, where he led the Ivy League with five assists in 
his senior season. He recently graduated from the JD/MBA 
program at Harvard, where he served as an Editor of the 
Harvard Law Review. 

W R E ST L I N G
Speaking of the Shepperds, Grayson Shepperd ’11 
wrestled at Princeton University, where he twice won the 
Navy Classic. He now coaches the GDS wrestling team. 
Under Grayson’s leadership,  the wrestlers won their first 
two MAC Championship banners in the history of the 
program (see page 34).

Captain Hayden Martz ’22 (pictured above) will be 
wrestling at Trinity College. 

N E W  M E M B E R S
A LU M N I  B OA R D

C O R N E L I U S  G AU LT  ’ 9 8 
Cornelius, a native Washingtonian, still 
wears his GDS Men’s Varsity Basketball 
warm-up jersey around the house. Since 
graduating from Northeastern University 
in 2003, he’s enjoyed a career in federal 

contracting, most recently at Booz Allen Hamilton, where he 
is a Procurement Compliance Manager. Cornelius is also a 
licensed real estate agent in the DC region, a freelance voice-
over actor, an event emcee, and a wedding officiant. At GDS, 
he felt surrounded by a community that worked to promote 
diversity and inclusion. On the alumni board, he hopes to 
assist in keeping that culture alive.  

SA R A H  D OW N I E  ’ 9 9
Sarah, a Silver Spring resident, started 
attending GDS in kindergarten and 
credits the School for fostering her love 
of learning and social consciousness. For 
more than 15 years, Sarah has worked 

in public policy and social science research. She currently 
specializes in health policy as a Senior Research Director 
at the Bethesda office of NORC, a non-partisan research 
institution at the University of Chicago. Sarah received a B.A. 
in sociology from the University of California San Diego and an 
M.A. in Public Policy from George Washington University. On
the alumni board, Sarah will work to encourage connections
between alumni and with current GDS students.

I S SA  B R A I T H E WA I T E  ’ 07
Issa helps various brands humanize data 
and better understand the drivers of 
consumption. He is constantly watching 
or talking to people and learning about 
them and their behavior (himself 

included). Issa, a Washington DC native, graduated from Ohio 
University in 2011 and moved to Vancouver four years later. 
He received an MBA from the University of British Columbia 
in 2017. Always tinkering and trying new things, Issa enjoys 
many hobbies, including sailing, photography, comedy 
improvisation and hosting Off the Beat & Path on CiTR 
community radio. He credits his curiosity to his years at GDS. 

O F  T H E
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R U N N I N G
Leo Cooper ’22 is planning to run track at Williams after having earned himself the fourth fastest 800 meter time in GDS history.

Ziyah Holman ’20 has continued to set and reset records at the University of Michigan, where she competed in the NCAA National 
Outdoor Championships for the second straight year in the 400 meters.

Jacob Gaba ’18 closed out his collegiate running career at Haverford College in June, earning himself the Pop Haddleton Award for his 
excellence. He’s starting at GWU Law School this fall.

W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N OW  I N

ATH LETI C S

BA S E BA L L
Jaren Zinn ’17 signed to the Washington 
Nationals organization in July 2022 after a 
standout collegiate career with the Harvard 
University Crimson. He posted a team-best 
63 strikeouts over 42 innings—1.5 strikeouts 
per inning—ranking sixth in the Ivy League in 
strikeouts. Let’s show some Natitude as this 
#Hopper4Life makes his start in pro baseball.

Leo Cooper ’22 center left and the Class of 2022 mens 
track team

VO L L E Y BA L L
Claire Cooper ’22 (pictured to left) is off to play volleyball at 
Hamilton College after leading the GDS women’s volleyball 
team to its first state championship appearance, setting 
GDS records for career assists (1,448), season assists 
(567), season aces (89), and wins in a season (20). 

Former teammate Thandiwe Eversley ’19 is playing at Bryn 
Mawr College, where she averaged 3.90 digs per set as the 
starting libero for the Owls.

T E N N I S
Haidyn Green ’22 (pictured to left), who finished third in 
the DC State Championships in May 2022, will play at 
Brandeis University.

75GEORGETOWN DAYS FALL 2022



YO U R  LEG ACY.  T H E I R  F U T U R E .

H AV E  YO U  CO N S I D E R E D  M A K I N G  A  G I F T  TO  G D S 
I N  YO U R  W I L L?

A charitable bequest is a written statement in a will directing that 
a gift be made to Georgetown Day School upon the death of the 
donor. It is simple to execute, and it is the most popular method for 
establishing a legacy gift. 

A  B EQ U E ST  CO U L D  B E  R I G H T  FO R  YO U  I F:

• You want to make a gift to GDS.
• You want continued access to your assets, should you need it.
• You want the flexibility to change your mind.
• You are concerned about outliving your resources.

Your bequest may be a specific dollar amount, a percentage of your 
estate, or the remainder after all other provisions are specified.

T H E  G L A DYS  ST E R N  S O C I E T Y

By establishing a legacy gift, you join the 
Gladys Stern Society. Gladys served GDS for 42 
years, 21 of them as our Head of School. Your 
legacy gift remembers Gladys and provides an 
investment in our future.

W E  A R E  H E R E  TO  A S S I ST:

For more information, please visit legacyplanning.gds.org. You may 
also contact our Development Office by calling 202-295-6239, or 
by sending an email to legacy@gds.org.
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As I reflect on the 2021-22 year, 
I am buoyed by the spirit of the 
Georgetown Day School community. 
This spring in particular, as our 
community partially emerged from 
a pandemic of more than two years, 
we welcomed parents to campus for 
concerts, presentations, promotion 
ceremonies and more. As I took in the 
incredible student work and marveled 
at the promise of our students and 
the dedication of our faculty, I was 
overcome by a profound sense of 
gratitude. Gratitude for this community, 
which has held each other through 
extraordinary times. Gratitude for our 
tireless faculty who shepherd our 
young people through their academic, 
social, and emotional growth. And of 
course, gratitude for the philanthropic 
support of our community which has 
made it all possible.

In that spirit of appreciation, I am 
proud to present the Report on 
Philanthropy for the 2021-22 year. 
Thank you for your philanthropic 
support of our students, our 
community, and our mission this year. 

With gratitude,

Russell Shaw
Head of School

TR E A S U R E R ’ S 
R E P O RT2 0 21-22

I write this letter with the hope that our GDS community members are healthy 
and participating in the joys of the new school year. I think we all expected our 
lives to return to normal by now, but the post-COVID world is vastly different 
than we could have imagined when the pandemic started. As is the case each 
year, the Treasurer of the Board of Trustees writes to report on the financial 
position of the school and to thank our community for your philanthropic 
partnership. While these are challenging times, I’m proud to report that the 
financial state of the school is strong.

The work of managing GDS and its finances is a priority for school leadership 
and a governance focus for the Board of Trustees. GDS maintains adequate 
reserves, runs a balanced budget, and regularly receives clean financial audits. 
The endowment, while modest for a school of GDS’s size, is invested sensibly 
and used prudently. Further, the Board of Trustees actively monitors the 
school’s debt levels to ensure the financial health of the institution.

Once again, our GDS community was incredibly generous this year, through 
donations to the The Hopper Fund and financial aid. Your support is vital 
since tuition covers just 90% of the cost of educating each student. Each year, 
this gap is closed through philanthropic gifts and a draw from the school’s 
endowment. Thank you for supporting GDS!

When setting the school’s budget, the Board of Trustees prioritizes financial aid 
to expand access to GDS. Today, 24% of our students receive financial aid with 
an average award of over $34,000. In all, GDS awarded $8,298,050 in financial 
aid for the 2021-22 school year.

As we begin another successful school year in September, my hope is that 
there are increasingly more opportunities to connect with one another and be in 
community. On behalf of the Board, we are so grateful for your support of GDS 
and dedication to fulfilling our mission. 

Warmly,

Ciera Ashley
Board Treasurer (2021-22 school year)
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Total Cash  
Received 2021–22:

 

$  7, 8 35, 9 6 3

$ 1 , 0 3 5 , 8 6 0

Other

$ 2 , 3 8 4 , 5 1 8

Hopper Fund

$ 3 , 3 7 3 , 3 9 3

Building Fund 
Pledge payments

Financial Aid

$ 1 , 0 4 2 , 1 9 2

TOTA L  A M O U N T  R A I S E D  F RO M  A LU M N I :

$ 8 1 3 , 9 8 7

4 3 3

TOTA L  N U M B E RS  O F 
D O N O RS  2 0 2 0 – 2 1 :

N U M B E R  O F  H O P P E R  F U N D 
L E A D E RS H I P  D O N O RS :

N U M B E R  O F  N E W 
D O N O RS / D O N O RS  W H O  M A D E 
T H E I R  F I RST  G I F T  I N  2 0 2 1 - 2 2 :

TOTA L  N U M B E R  O F  G I F TS 
F RO M  A LU M N I :

3 1 8

1 5 1

1 , 4 9 8
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AC A D E M I C  E XC E L L E N C E  
A N D  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  COAC H I N G 

The Hopper Fund provides critical support for all of our programming, facilities, staff salaries, 
and professional development and allows us to offer more robust financial aid packages. 
Quite simply, the Hopper Fund supports everything, every day. Your gift to The Hopper Fund 
allows us to continue to invest in the people and programs that make GDS unique. 

I believe so strongly in the transformative power of instructional coaching because it helps 
us be committed to equitable practices and its focus on relationships. The ongoing one-
on-one relationship developed between a coach and a teacher directly and measurably 
supports that teacher in their individual growth and helps sharpen their focus on equitable 
practices–all of which is carried directly into their classrooms and to their students.

– �K AT H E R I N E  D U N B A R 
HS Instructional Coach, HS English Teacher

Academic excellence is paramount to the GDS education, 
realized through academic skill building, differentiation, and 
robust course offerings. Thanks to your support, we were able 
to build on our excellent academic program and provide ongoing 
professional development for our faculty with the addition of four 
full-time instructional coaches in the 21-22 year. 

Much of the appeal of instructional coaching as a professional 
learning program is that it’s ongoing, on campus, and relationship-
based. It’s also backed by reputable research.

Our experience at GDS this year affirms that research. We 
found that instructional coaching encourages collaboration and 
reflective practice and reminds us that we can rely on one another 
as thought partners and that we all need ongoing opportunities 
to learn and grow. Instructional coaching leads to an increase 
in teachers’ use of data (everything from assessment data to 
observational data) to inform practice that centers the needs and 
interests of our students. Instructional coaching also promotes a 

collaborative culture and distributed leadership model for teaching 
and learning efforts. Instructional coaching correlates with greater 
job satisfaction, allowing us to co-create a healthier school culture 
and a deeper sense of belonging. 

High School instructional coach Cara Henderson described the 
process: “With all colleagues, conversations began with sharing 
our professional journey stories, our teaching philosophies, and 
the values that guide our practice. Then, we turned our focus to 
goal-setting. For some colleagues, this involved the development 
of rubrics that were clear and supported the success of all 
students. For others, this involved creating the time and space 
for regular reflection on noticings from student interactions in 
both teaching and advising contexts. Instructional coaching ( just 
like teaching and learning) looks different for each colleague and 
changes over time. As coaches, it is important for us to be fully 
present during our conversations so that we can adapt to the 
needs and interests of our colleagues.”
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I N V E S T I N G  I N 
PEO PL E  W I T H  
EQ U I TA B L E 
CO M PE N SAT I O N

In addition to providing resources for professional 
development, staff benefits, and salaries, The 
Hopper Fund supports our commitment to 
equitable faculty compensation. In the 2021-
22 school year, we invested in examining our 
compensation structure and realigning it with 
current standards. The Hopper Fund allowed us 
to increase our median salary bands to ensure 
our teachers are fairly compensated and that we 
are in line with best practices and peer schools. 
This project is key to helping us recruit and retain 
excellent faculty and staff, which The Hopper 
Fund helps make possible. 

“�Change starts with us, first. If we wait for 
another person or another time to give, 
change will not happen. Giving to deserving 
causes like the Hopper Fund is a lesson we 
want to teach our daughter. We believe 
it’s crucial to continue to build a legacy of 
equity and inclusion at and beyond the 
walls of GDS.”

N I CO L E  L E W I S  T YS O N  
&  D E R R I C K  T YS O N

GEORGETOWN DAYS   2021–22 Impact Report 81

AT  G DS



Georgetown Day School 
recognizes that there is a 
direct relationship between a 
student’s overall health and 
their ability to learn. With 
your support, we have been 
able to expand our Student 
Support and Wellbeing teams 
to 15 people, including nurses, 
counselors, and learning 
specialists. Our collective goal 
is to do all we can to help 
students thrive academically, 
socially, and emotionally. In 
addition to providing individual 
support to students who need 
it, whether it be for a specific 
moment in time or throughout 
their journeys, the team is 
also committed to providing 
resources and support for GDS 
students both in and outside of 
the classroom. 

With consideration for the 
whole child, our student 
services encourage students 
and families to lead balanced 

lives by providing both 
preventative and supplemental 
assistance. Our team provides 
resources, guidance, advocacy, 
and support for students, 
families, faculty, and staff 
through distinct but interrelated 
areas of learning, health, 
wellness, and counseling.

By investing in this critical 
infrastructure, we have 
the scaffolding to support 
students at all levels and to 
more effectively coordinate 
all efforts between academic 
support and social and 
emotional support. At all three 
divisions, our Student Support 
Teams, which also include 
administrators, meet weekly to 
discuss individual students and 
to develop “student success 
plans” with specific strategies 
and interventions designed to 
help students flourish.

S T U D E N T  S U PP O R T  A N D  W E L L B E I N G 

The timing could not have been 
better for hiring two additional 
full-time counselors and increasing 
a part-time position to full time. 
With the pandemic, increased 
social stressors, and other things 
impacting students, having a 
team of six counselors has been 
incredible. We are committed to 
caring for students and supporting 
our adult community too. With 
two counselors in every division, 
we can collectively do so much 
more to promote mental health 
and wellbeing for all, and that is 
incredibly powerful.

– �M E RY L  H E Y L I G E R 
Counseling Services Department Chair
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“�I attended GDS from kindergarten through 8th 
grade. GDS wove a love of learning, sports, 
play, art, diversity, and social justice into my 
experiences—and these values date back to its 
founding as the first racially-integrated school 
in Washington, DC. I support GDS because it’s 
the type of education that every student should 
experience, and I think I owe my career in education 
to those formative and joyful school days.”

JA R E D  J O I N E R  ’ 0 1

“�My 12 years at Georgetown Day School set the stage for the rest of 
my life. GDS taught me to approach issues critically and to reflect on 
real-world problems through a lens of equity; ultimately GDS fostered 
a lifelong love of learning. By celebrating uniqueness and promoting 
inquiry, GDS students graduate with a desire to make the world better, 
and I hope that GDS continues to serve as a model for promoting 
diversity, fairness, and inclusion within education in the face of a world 
that is increasingly unkind. By supporting the Hopper Fund, my goal is 
to provide this experience to current and future students.” 

C H R I S T I N A  L IN D G R E N  ’ 9 8

In these especially challenging times, GDS has prioritized the health and 
wellbeing of our students and their families. In addition to redesigning Health 
programming for students at all three divisions, the School has doubled our 
number of counselors and learning specialists over the past couple years. I feel 
both lucky and inspired to work with a group of true professionals who work 
tirelessly on behalf of our kids and who give so much of themselves every day.

– �B O B BY  A S H E R 
Director of Student Life and Wellness
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At GDS, our North Star remains fostering a community in which 
each child experiences a deep sense of belonging, allowing 
them to thrive. Our recent Equity Audit has helped us to better 
understand the ways in which we’re delivering on this goal, 
and where we still have work to do. The work of fostering 
belonging will always be a priority at GDS. The audit revealed 
that many of our community members have been drawn to 
GDS because of our history and our institutional commitment to 
diversity and inclusion. However, the audit also made clear that 
community members have disparate views of the relevance of 
our DEI principles to today’s learning environment, and do not 

always appreciate the connection between DEI and academic 
excellence. One key take away was the importance of clearly 
articulating our DEI philosophy, with the goal of fostering a 
shared community vision, including identifying specific and 
shared priorities, goals, and metrics.

Support for The Hopper Fund helped make the Equity Audit 
possible and will be key to ensuring GDS has the necessary 
resources to implement the Audit’s findings and recommendations. 

“�I have a very special affinity for GDS, as I served 
on the Board of Trustees and volunteered for the 
Hopper Fund with Steve. All done because we 
believed that GDS was the best fit for our daughter, 
Christina’s, educational pursuits. In addition, we 
wanted to help GDS be the first choice for other 
families, especially those who needed support, 
financially. This is also why I think it is important to 
continue to support GDS financially.”

L I V I N G  O U R  M I S S I O N  
A N D  B U I L D I N G  CO M M U N I T Y

We are grateful for every 
contribution to the Hopper Fund, 
which supports the advancement 
of DEI initiatives, including the 
Equity Audit. Our DEI work is one 
of many ways we live our School’s 
mission and commitment to 
‘honor the integrity and worth of 
each individual within a diverse 
school community.’ This work 
results in a community where 
each individual has a strong sense 
of connection and belonging and 
contributes to each student’s 
ability to thrive academically and 
social-emotionally.

– �M A R LO  T H O M A S 
Director of Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion

A N N E  &  ST E V E  W H AT L E Y
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Georgetown Day School has a strong commitment to 
financial aid, which is rooted in our deep belief that a 
community of students from a broad range of socioeconomic 
backgrounds enhances the experience of all GDS students 
and prepares them for success in the world. By making 
GDS accessible to a broad range of students, your support 
for financial aid helps bring our mission to life. In the last 
decade,we have been able to nearly double our financial aid 
budget, thanks in large part to the philanthropic support of 
our community. Thanks to your generosity, we are providing 
a wide range of students with access to a GDS education 
and making our mission possible for the next generation. 

2012–14

$3.7M

2022

$8.2M AWARD RANGE:

24% 
OF STUDENTS 
RECEIVING AID

F I N A N C I A L  A I D  B U D G E T
to full tuition

$500

$34,008
AVERAGE FINANCIAL 
AID AWARD AMOUNT

15% 
OF APPLICANT FAMILIES 
APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID

F I N A N C I A L  A I D

GDS’s generous financial aid budget reflects its strong commitment to socioeconomic 
diversity, allowing families who wouldn’t otherwise consider an independent school 
education to shift their thinking without tuition costs being a barrier.

– �C H R I S  L E V Y 
Director of Enrollment Management and Financial Aid
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“�GDS is our family’s highest philanthropic priority. 
Over the last eight years, we’ve seen firsthand 
the tremendous social and academic foundation 
that has been laid for our girls. We want to do our 
part to help provide this opportunity for as many 
families as possible.”

“�The running program at GDS is so special. It attracts 
a large, diverse group of kids and cultivates an ethos 
that is very healthy for young athletes. I admire 
what the team has built over the years. I see how 
it resonates for my son, and I want to support the 
program, not just while our son is here, but for years 
to come.” 

G D S  D E V E LO PM E N T  T E A M

Jeffrey Delozier
Associate Director 
of Development
jdelozier@gds.org
202-295-6239

Ashley Doherty
Director of Annual Giving
adoherty@gds.org
202-295-1070

Alison Grasheim 
Interim Director of 
External Relations
agrasheim@gds.org
202-274-3294

Lindsey Jacobson
Associate Director  
of Development
ljacobson@gds.org
202-295-1061

Miriam Laing
Advancement Systems  
& Data Reports Manager 
mlaing@gds.org
202-295-6238

Our Report on Philanthropy provides 
a glimpse into what your generosity 
helps us accomplish, this year and 
beyond. We are deeply grateful to the 
alumni, parents, trustees, parents of 
alumni, grandparents, faculty, staff, 
and friends whose generosity makes 
our mission possible for generations of 
GDS students. 

GDS’s Advancement Office strives to 
ensure the listing of donors’ names in 
this report is accurate and complete. 
If there are errors or omissions, please 
accept our sincere apologies and 
contact Miriam Laing, Advancement 
Systems and Data Reports Manager at 
mlaing@gds.org or 202-295-6238.J E F F  B LU M  &  M I K E  R E I L LY

PAT R I C E  WO L F
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Anonymous (17)
Peter Aaron
Sonya and Kenneth Abney
Jenny Abramson ’95 and Jake Maas
Nora Abramson ’97 and David Nathan
Mala Adiga and Charles Biro
Nathaniel Ahlers ’06
Saif Ahmad and Sanaa Aijaz
Jessica Ahn
Malini and Sanjeev Ahuja
Vinita Ahuja
David Ain ’00 and Andrew Fish
Folasade Akinkuotu  
	 and Olatunji Osholowu
Katherine Lew and Andrew Akman ’94 
Jennifer Akman ’97
Susan and Jerome Akman
Dina Al Sabah and David Alden
Mishima Alam and Vikas Kumar
Brooke Alexander and Robert Brown
Sarah Alexander and William Pearce
Camille Alexander and Jim Reining
Lisa and Stefanie Alfonso-Frank
Laurence Allain
Mr. and Mrs. David Allen
Stuart and Benjamin Allen
Lois Alperstein
Michele Altemus and Joseph Cullen
Veronica Ampey
Tamer Amr ’88
Jacob Anbinder ’10
Christopher Anders and Aaron Schuham
Ms. Felicia Angulo
Jennifer and Sanford Anopolsky
Keiko Antoku and Chris Papageorgiou
Tara and Justin Antonipillai
Nicole Anzia and Michael Davies
Alfredo Apolloni ’84
Judy Areen and Richard Cooper
Evan Argintar ’97
Christine Arnold-Lourie 
	 and Benjamin Lourie
Mrs. Jean Aserkoff
Tricia and Bobby Asher
Ciera and Trevor Ashley
Katherine Atha ’07

Rosina and Kafu Awunyo
Jami and Matt Axelrod
Victoria and Rahsan Baatin
Samantha ’86 and Matthew Babcock
Caroline Babson ’95
Jiyun Back and Jiwen Chen
Mr. and Mrs. Miguel Bacsinila
Mari and Michael Bailey
Laura ’91 and Grant Baldwin
Holly and Bill Balshem
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Bamford
Heather Bamford and Sam Gallimore
Marcie Bane and Mike Imbroscio
Mrs. Angela Bangert
Julie Banzhaf Stone and Steven Stone
Nancy Bard and Donald Baer
Barbara Bares and Marc Efron
Betty Barker
Kevin Barker ’96
Alison Barnes and Stephen Cohen
John Barnes
Betsy Barnett
Kim Barnette
Leah Barr and Brian Joseph
Susan Barragan ’86
Sofia Barretto Thomas  
	 and Stephen Thomas
Kelli Barron and Jacques Walker
Mary and Bertram Bartlett
Michael Basen ’98
Robyn and Jeremy Bash
Rabbi and Mrs. Marvin Bash
Jessica Bauman ’85 and Ben Posel
Dr. Virginia P. Baxt
Elena Baylis and Donald Munro
Mr. Charles Beard
Charles Becker ’72

Jane Becker ’75
Nashida Beckett and Alfred Guillaume
Rose Bednar and Lee Schachter
Anna and Behdad Behnam
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Beidler
Mr. Henry Belber
Lewellyn and Anthony Belber
Johanna Bell ’94
Ayer Bellerman
Kanya Bennett Burch and Edgar Burch
Marilyn Benoit and Geoffrey Brown
Natasha Berendzen ’89
Carol and Michael ’62 Berenson
Jessica ’01 and Mark ’00 Berenson
Rod Beresford ’75
Amy Berger and Glen Nager
Rachel and Jeffrey Berger
Deborah Berkowitz and Geoffrey Garin
Andrew Berman and David German
Blair Berman and Beth Diamond
Kim Berman and Farzad Mostashari
Shelly and Peter Berman
Justin Bernstine ’95
Nancy Bernstine
Mary Lou Berres
Jennifer and Matthew Berzok
Jyothi and Ramesh Bhargava
Sara and Karan Bhatia
Ashley Cooper Bianchi 
	 and Dominic Bianchi
Melissa Bianchi and Emanuel Pastreich
Mrs. Barbara Bianchi Dunbar 
	 and Mr. Paul Bianchi 
Sarah Bianchi and Grant Vinik
Ms. Carol Bindeman
Lemoyne Blackshear ’77
Jennifer ’02 and Thomas ’03 Blair

We express our deep gratitude to the members of our community who have made GDS a philanthropic priority this year. 
Collectively, your philanthropy makes our mission possible. The spirit of generosity in our community has been truly 
inspiring and will benefit our School and our students for generations to come.

The following represents donors who made a gift, in any amount, to Georgetown Day School through June 30, 2022. 

T H E  P OW E R  O F  PH I L A N T H RO PY

Want to make sure your name is here next year?Want to make sure your name is here next year?
Make a gift today at www.gds.org/GivingMake a gift today at www.gds.org/Giving
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Kova Blake
Thomas Block ’81
Diane and Willie Blount
Julia Blount ’08
Mrs. Carol Blum
Wen and Mark Blum
Liz and Lane ’85 Blumenfeld
Norman Blumenfeld
Cora Bock
Erica and Daniel ’02 Bodansky
Peter Bogard ’03
Elizabeth and Richard Bohrer
Aisha Wilson Bond ’93
Natalie Bookey-Baker and Michael Baker
Brooksley Born and Alexander Bennett
Amy Borrus and Rich Miller
Catherine Botticelli and Michael Spafford
Desriann Bouadi
Suzanne Boughner and David Miller
Eve Harmon Bould ’92
Serpil and Robert Bouza
Sarah Boxer and Harry Cooper
Avery Boyce ’97
Marissa Boynton ’01
Lori Brainard and Robert Liebowitz
Joyce Branda and Stanley Reed
Tory and William Brangham
Grant Braswell ’02
Marina and Philip Braswell
Rebekah Braswell ’99
Jan Braumuller
Patricia and Daniel Braun
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Brauner
Sharon Breggin ’82
Joyce Ann Brentley
Krista Brentley ’94

Kathleen Breslin
Rita and David Brickman
Malia Brink and Matthew Holmwood
Marilyn and David Brockway
Julia Broder ’04
Toni and Ned Brody
Brooke and Philip Bronner
Dr. and Mrs. Lee Roy Bronner
Virginia Navarrete Brooks
Bericka Broomfield
Bruce Brown
Elizabeth Brown ’97
Jamie and Scott Brown
Jennifer Brown Lerner and Jeff Lerner
Judy Brown
Kendra and Jay Brown
Madeline Brown ’19
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Brown
Perry and Taylor Brown
Raïna Brubaker and Jessica Hough
Rachel and Christopher Brummer
Vatima Brunson
Tamara and Joel Buchwald ’72
Mary Anne Bull and David Baar
Darlene Bullock
Barbara and David Buonora
Ann-Marie and Bill Burke
Sylvia and Stephen Burwell
Toni and Dwight Bush
Ellen and Allison Butts
Camilla and Steen Byskov
Molly Cadwell ’12
Maria Calvet and Anne Angiolillo
Avery Campaigne
Ms. Duffy Campbell
Elyssa Caplan ’03

Ms. Diana Cardenas 
	 and Mr. Thomas Hooton
Erin Carmany and Jack Chu
Elizabeth and David Carmen
Mary Carpenter
Siobhan and Neil P. Carpenter
Prudence Beidler Carr and Kevin Carr
Rachel Carren and Mark Young
Katherine and Tom Carroll
Elizabeth and Todd Carter
Michelle Carter and Josh Head
Terence Carter ’97
Paige Chabora and Jared Freedman
Ms. Louise Callahan Chambers
Reid P. Chambers
Marilyn and Raymond Charity
Nancy Chasen and Don Spero
Herlene Chatha and Kevin Reed
Maria Checchia-Ciazza and Eric Ciazza
Irica and James Cheeks
Heather Chen-Mayer and Rulon Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Chick
Raquel Chmielewski and Teoman Ozsan
Audrey Choi and Robert Orr
Chang Choi and Byung Yoo
Sue Choi and Sydney Mintzer
Mr. L. Frank Chopin
Nancy Christiansen
Judy Chudars
Melissa Clark
Geoffrey Claussen ’97
Lisa Cleveland ’82
Mary Clute
LaMecca Coates
Cori Coats
Michelle Cobb
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Caleb Luke Coffman ’17
Lynn and Robert Coffman
Jocelyn and Mark ’80 Cogen
Jaclyn Cohen ’03 and Will Rapaport
Julia Cohen and Neil Barrett
Laurie ’93 and Gary Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cohen
Miriam Cohen ’97
Nicole Cohen ’92
Virginia Grace Cohen and Eli Cohen
Antoine Colaço ’90
Kimberly Colden-Massey 
	 and John Massey
Schatar Sapphira Collier ’88
Abigail Colucci ’90
Bella Combs ’86
John Comer ’90
Sheila Compton
Joy and Eric Contee
Paola and Marvin Contreras
Kathryn and David Cook
Amy Gerstin Coombs ’75
Nicole Jacoby and Alexander Cooper ’87
Carter Cooper ’18
Debby and Bob Cooper
Kate Heinzelman 
	 and Jonathan Cooper ’01
Renata Kendrick Cooper 
	 and James W. Cooper
Ricky Cooper ’18
Sharmini Coorey and John Hicklin
Irene Cortese and T. Christopher Borek
Rachel Cotton and Philip Trout
Susanna Cowen ’97
Ana Coyne
Patricia Crawford
Brent Creelman ’76
Alison Murray Cromer 
	 and Warrick Cromer
Erika Cross ’96
Charlotte and Shane ’02 Crowley
Connie Crowley
Tara Cryer ’91
Emily and Robert Culp
Maria Casarella Cunningham 
	 and Ralph Cunningham ’79
Cheryl Curtis and Dana Foster
Caitlin Adams and Gary Cutler
Kirsten and Paul Cutler
Lara and Nicolas ’98 Cuttriss
Wanjiku and Antonio Cyrus
Miriam Daniel and Larry Wolff
Elan Daniels ’97
Leah Daniels ’98
Kelly Dau
Katherine and Michael David-Fox
Erin Davis and Jonathan Etter

Laurie Davis and Joseph Sellers
Marcia and Brian Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Davis
Shawn Davis-Wilensky 
	 and Peter Wilensky
Kathleen Day and Charles Rothfeld
Ariel and Rajesh De
Diana de Brito and Jonathan Gottlieb
Yka de Castillo
Sarah de Ferranti ’86
Philip Dean
Polly Dean
Gema and Paul DeCain
Florri and Kenneth DeCell
Eric Deinoff ’98
Jennifer and Joseph Del Guercio
Corazon dela Santa
Emmanuele Delot
Jeffrey M. Delozier
Jill Delston ’01
Rachel Delston ’98
Lauren Demers ’09
Erica DeMille
Huanhuan Deng and Bing Qi
Marie Henriette dePelet-Colaço 
	 and Francis Colaço
Angelique dePlaa 
	 and Christoph Duenwald
Amanda Deringer
Mr. Shailesh Desai
Vyjayanti and Sanjay Desai
Noami Devore ’93
Nicole DeYampert and Albert Moseley
Lauren Dickert
Laura Dickinson and Paul Berman
Jennifer and Viet Dinh
Laisha and Horace Dismuke
Amy Dixon and Gregg LoCascio
Mr. David Dixon
Allison Dodge ’95
Diane and Lowell Dodge
Ashley Doherty
Clare Doherty and Bob Ewald
Mary Jo Dolphin
Linda Donaldson
Nicole Donath and Sean Lev
Karen Donfried and Alan Untereiner
Danielle and John Dooley
Nada Doraid and Basil Ramzy
Uzma and Larry Dorman
David Driscoll ’04
Jonathan Drobis ’98
Jennifer Drogula and David Wohlstadter
Lammot J. du Pont
Yan Duan
Katherine Dube and Donald Saelinger
Ms. Kristine Ducharme

Maureen Duignan
Andrianna and Kelly Dunbar
Cynthia Dunbar and Charles Cerf
Anita Dunn and Robert Bauer
Karen Dunn and Brian Netter
Topher Dunne
Ashley Durmer and TJ Leonard
Rebecca and Jacob Dweck
Jeffrey Dygert and Mark Seifert
Alexis Dyschkant and Rizwan Ahmed
Derek Dyson
Helen Dyson
Farleigh Earhart and Jeffrey Stensland
Rasha Ebeid and Khaled Sakr
Allan Ebert
Carolina and Ryan Edwards
Kaye Edwards
Rachel Eggleston ’08
Barbara Eghan
Juliet Eilperin ’88
Amira El Sherif
Dina Elboghdady and James Cooper
Janann Eldredge ’90
Lucy Eldridge and Larry Freedman
Alexia Elejalde-Ruiz ’97
Molly Elkin and Ivan Wasserman
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Elkin
Nicole Elkon and Neal Wolin
Linda Elliott and John West
Ian Eppler ’09
Ms. Karen V. Epstein
Rebecca Epstein and Jeff Shesol
Nicole Erb ’85 and Henry Farrell
Funda Ergun and Cenk Sahinalp
Angie Errett
Vivian Escobar-Stack and Robert Stack
Marie-Jose Etheart and Jay Feldman
Shamita and Ralph Etienne-Cummings
Barbara Etkind and Jack Luxemburg
Andrew Ryan Eugene ’09
Jennifer and Ronald Eugene
Anne Evans and William Wallace
Monica and Richard P. Evans
Ingrid and Theodore Evers
Ellen Eyster
Fatima Fairfax ’14
Lisa and Roger Fairfax
Oren and Jessica Falkowitz
Julie Fanburg ’89
Allison and William ’96 Fastow
Elaine Feidelman
Joel Feidelman
Barbara Felber and George Pavlakis
Batya Feldman ’07
Ilana Feldman ’87
Michael Feldstein
Amma Felix
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Alison Fellowes Comly and Nate Comly
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Fellowes
Julie Fernandes and Avner Shapiro
Alexandra Field and Michael Gaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Field
Lois and Michael Fingerhut
Christina and Jon Finkelstein
Aaron Fisher ’14
Julia Fisher ’09
Ms. Tamar Hendel Fishman
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Fitzgibbons
Shimae and Peter Fitzgibbons
Leanne Fitzner ’11
Ms. Elizabeth Fitzpayne
Mrs. John E. Fletcher
Rachael and Olivier Fleurence
Esther and Bert Foer
Abby Greensfelder and Franklin Foer ’92
Ilana Fogelman
Sasha Fombrun-Rene and Alex Rene
Cynthia and David Fontaine
Janet and Emidio Forlini
Daniel Forman ’08
Chris France
Patricia Francis
Jackie Frank
Shelley and Dwight Franklin
Mareesa Frederick
Mr. and Mrs. William Frederick
Mrs. Bathsheba Freedman
Jessica Freedman ’92
Karin and Tom Freedman
Kimberley Edelin Freeman
Rhonda Freeman Jackson ’80 
	 and Edward Jackson
Lisa Freifeld and James Boles
Joseph Fridling
Lois Fried
Aileen Mannix and Eric Friedenson
Julie Polinger Friedlis ’01 
	 and Zachary Friedlis
Nancy and Michael Gaba
Vince Gabor ’95
Gillian Galen ’97
Ramona and Thomas Gann
Aisha and Garland Gantt
Robert Ganz ’90
Jamie Gardner and Jonathan Stern
Melinda and William Gardner
Kate and James Garland
Alison Kadzik Gathright ’00
Cornelius Gault ’98
Holly and Rudolph Geist
Mati Bardosh and Asher Gelman ’02
Susie and Michael Gelman
Anabel and Christian Genetski
Garance Genicot and Shub Debgupta

Robert Gerber ’61
Emily and Marc Gerson
Leah and Myles Getlan
Barbara and Charles Gholz
Susan and Lawrence Gianinno
Kirstin Gibbs and Stephen Fedorchak
Katie Gibson
Ms. Linda Gibson
Mary Jo and Wesley Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Gilbert
Catherine and Michael Gildenhorn
Jessica and David Gillespie
Jeanne and James Gilroy
Ellen and David Ginsberg
James Ginsburg ’83
Gina Gionfriddo ’87
Angela and Joel Glazer
Emily and David Glendinning
Neal Glickfield
Danielle Glosser and Howard Riker
Scott Glosserman ’95
Bryce Gold ’07 and Elliott Gold
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gold
David Goldberg ’98
Ms. Jo-Anne Goldberg
Tara and Steve Goldenberg
Sarah Goldfrank and Aileen Johnson
Lee and Robert Goldman
Arthur Goldschmidt, Jr. ’51
Ellen and Joseph Goldstein
Rachel and Paul ’94 Goldstein
Catherine and David Goldwyn
Olga Gomez and Pablo Gistau
Christine and John Gordon
Mrs. Toni Gordon
Ms. Diane Gorman
Lisie and Michael Gottdenker
Gene Grace
Karen Trister Grace ’87 and Peter Grace
Sandy Grace
Cari and Bill Gradison
Alison Graham and Richard Messina
Jo Ann Grainger and John Devlin
David E. Gralla ’18
Alison and Adam Grasheim
Karen and Andrew Green
Rozita and Frank Green
Rochelle Greenberg
Marcia and Michael Greenberger
Karen and George Greenfield
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Greenstein
Elaine Greenstone
Priya and Deep Grewal
Stacey and Sherlock Grigsby
Lynne and Alfred Groff
Judith and Albert Grollman
Jennifer and Jeffrey Grosman

Diane Gross and Khalid Pitts
Kira Grossfield ’22
Nienke Grossman ’95
Brenda Gruss and Daniel Hirsch
Tara Guelig and Yuri Horwitz
Diana ’76 and Tom Gustafson
John Guttmann
Thu Ha and Ngoc Chu
Joy Drucker and Jeremy Haft
Janet Hahn and Kenneth Simon
Winnie Hahn and Jack Flyer
Laila Haider and Niklas Westelius
Catherine and Joe Hall
Daniel Hamilton ’85
Karen Feidelman Hamlin ’87
David Hannallah ’90
Elizabeth Hannold and Douglass Delano
Janet Hanson
Jamie and David Hantman
Sarah Harding and Nicholas Penniman
Maureen and John Hardwick
Nancy Hardy and Joshua Farber
Tirra Hargrow
Gail and John Harmon
Amari Harrington
Ellen Harris and David Zinn
Shelley Harris
Stephen Harris
Florence and Peter Hart
Christi and Reginald Hay
Mrs. Earlean Hay
Nicholas Hazen ’99
William Heinsen ’18
Eric Heist
Jennifer and Matthew Hellman
Sarah Helmstadter and Gregg Solomon
Adam Hemmer ’08
Alex Hemmer ’04
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Henderson
Cara Henderson
Margaret Hennessey
Juhee Her
Regan Herald ’99 and Patrick Herald
Nancy Hersh and Randal Burns
Meryl and Jevon Heyliger
Jessica Heywood and Gregory Kaufman
Laura and Paul Higday
Sharon and Scott Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hill
Carole Hirsch ’94
Leni Hirsch ’13
Alexander Hirschhorn ’01
Liza Gookin Hodskins ’76
Ann Hoenigswald and Nicholas Thorner
Eve Hoffman ’05
Sydney Hoffmann and David Krakoff
Gabrielle and Rod Holder
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Holly Holland
Ann and Darrin Holley
Samantha Holloway ’99
Rashida Holman-Jones
Diane Holt and Michael Feldman
Julie Hong and Julian Kim
Terry Hong and Gregor Bailar
Angela Hooks
Angela Hooton and Brent Wible
Marshall Horowitz ’81
Jessica Hortman
Yuriko Horvath
Larry and Arthur House
Jeffrey Houser
Anna Goldstein Howe 
	 and Thomas Howe
Louise and Mark Howe
Sean Howe ’16
Deneen Howell and Donald Vieira
Yueshan Hu
Ayanna Hudson ’89
Correy Hudson
Ms. Julia Hudson
Keith Hudspeth
Karen and Richard Huff
Tracey Hughes and David Stern
Catherine Humphries 
	 and Eric Schneider
Lisa Berenson Hurst ’97 
	 and Frederik Hurst
Carole and Melvin Hurwitz
Holly Idelson and Donald Simon
Olivia and Danilo ’93 Ikenberry
Judith Ikle ’81
Sam’n Iqbal and Shehzad Sheikh
Geraldine Kierse Irwin 

and Stephen Irwin

Hailey Irwin ’19
Branden Isaac ’08
Mrs. Carol Isaak
Zhanna and Timur Issatayev
Ayoka Neal Jack ’86
Brandon Jackson-Baird ’04
Mr. and Mrs. F. Gardner Jackson
Hillary and Jodi Jackson
Isaiah Jackson
Joyce Jackson-Pierce 
	 and Theodore Pierce
Linda Jackson
Ronnie and Alan Jackson
Toni Michelle Jackson
Benjamin Jacobs ’02
Lindsey and Evan Jacobson
Lisa and David Jager
Sonali Jain-Chandra

and Rinku Chandra
Jennifer James and Arthur Hepler
Julian Jamison ’91
Regina and Erwin Jansen
Amy Jeffress ’83 and Casey Cooper
Jonathan Jeffress ’90
Judith and Bill Jeffress
Jesse T. Jenkins, Jr. ’62
Wendy Jennis and Douglas Mishkin
Phebe Jensch and Donald Baur
Libby Jewett and Stephen Teach
Folasade Jimoh ’04
Mojisola Jimoh ’07
Patricia and Daniel Jinich
Julia ’98 and Mark Joachim
Ms. Nonie Johnson
Erin and Matthew Johnston
Jared Joiner ’01
Roz Jonas

Amy and Josh Jones
Ava Jones ’02
Denise Jones
Kim Jones and Aaron Muhammad
William Jordan, Jr.
Jackie Judd and Michael Shulman
Terri Judge and Philip DeCola
Aicha and Nooman Kacem
Sandi Kaczmarczyk
Melissa Kadzik ’99
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Kamya
Larry Kanarek
Morgan ’07 and David ’06 Kanarek
Cecilia Kang and Oltac Unsal
Lisa and Jonathan Kanter
Eli Kaplan ’02 
Hope Wachter Kaplan 
	 and Robert Kaplan
Tara Swaminatha 
	 and Robert Kaplan ’87
Davida and Alan Kashdan
Carrie and Daniel Kasper ’97
Noah Kaswell ’09
Sherry and Stuart Kaswell
Anjali Kataria and Vinay Bhargava
Patricia Katayama and Francis Dobbs
Hikuepi Katjiuongua and Elliot Mghenyi
Dara Katz ’93
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Katz
Laura and Michael Kaufman
Jenny and Chris Kaufmann
Lindy and Jason Kearns
Hilina Kebede and Nahom Gebre
Elizabeth and Michael Keeley
Kathy and Mark Keenan
Jessica Keimowitz ’90
Sabine Keinath and Talib Esmail
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Karen and Joseph Kelliher
Cameron Kennedy and Rick Desimone
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Alonzo Kennerly
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Kepniss
Julia Lichtman Kepniss ’93 
	 and Matthew Kepniss
Simmie Kerman and Steven Aarons
Mr. and Mrs. William Kerr
Alka and Sudhakar Kesavan
Regina and Jeffrey Kessler
Sharapat and Eric Kessler
Julie and Rob Khuzami
Yool Kim and Gregory Mallory
Linda and Michael King
Lauren Kinnard
Seema and Rohit Kinra
Brady Kirchberg ’01
Michael Kirchberg
Isabel Lucienne Kirsch ’18
Josephine Kiyenje
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Klein
Jack Alexander Klein ’19
Jennifer Klein and Todd Stern
Hilary ’86 and Steve Klein
Debbie and Brian Kleinbord
Jamie Lauren Kleinbord ’22
Mr. and Mrs. John Klem
Lisa Klem and Scott Harris
Leesa Klepper ’92
Virginia Kling ’76 and Jonathan Greenbaum
Julie and Andy Klingenstein
Jocelyn and Brian Kmet
Lynn and Edwin Kneedler
Selene Ko
Sandy Koenig ’17
Mrs. Roberta Koepfer and Mr. Peter Chabora
Kate Koffman and Sid Banerjee

Aimee Kohn ’88
Laurie Kohn
Miriam and Martin Kohn
Cara Spencer and Daniel Kolker ’88
Peter Kolker
Mr. and Mrs. John Korns
Mr. and Mrs. John Kossow
Irene and James Koukios
Karissa and Mark Kovner
Arthur Kowitch ’82
Margaret Koziol and Matthew Anderson
Marcia Kraft ’65
Ryan Allen and Caleb Kramer ’87
Laurie Kramer
Samantha and James Kreindler
Kimberly and Christopher Kubler
Jamie Rose Kuhar ’05
Mary Kwak and Simon Johnson
Toussaint and Ateesha Lacoste
Miriam Laing
Meredith Persily Lamel and Joshua Lamel
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Lamont
Michael Landweber
Jennifer Landy ’97
Leslie and Bruce Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Lang
Tatyana and Juan Lara
Martha and Eugene Larkin
Roberta and Charles Larson
Vanessa Larson ’97
Belinda Lartey and Kwame Pobee
Janna and George Laudato
Kenneth Lay
Andrew Lazarus ’74
Susie and Andrew Lazerow
Mr. and Mrs. William Leadbitter
David Leary and Seth Perretta

Deborah and Roger Lebbin
Grace and Craig Lee
Lisa and Benjamin Leff
Stephanie and Keith Lemer
Michael Lenkin ’82
Taylor and Scott Lerner
Lauren LeRoy and Jaime Biderman
Jill Lesser and Jonathan Diesenhaus
Will Letchinger ’13
Amy and Jay Leveton
Meredith Kopit Levien
Susan Levin
Virginia Levin and Bruce Vinik
Carin Rosenberg Levine ’93 
	 and Jason Levine
Daniel Levine ’81
Elizabeth Levine ’02 and Brian Rafkin
Laura and Barry Levine
Mrs. Cathy Levinson
Molly Levinson and Josh Wachs
Barbara and David Levitt
Joan Bialek Levitt and Louis Levitt
Michelle and Chris Levy
Nancy Levy Szor
Elizabeth Lewis and David Fahrenthold
Katherine and Brian M. Lewis
Stephen Lewis ’82
Denise Li and Shing Fung
Grace Li and Zhu Wang
Guohua Li and Raphael Lam
Linchun Li and Jun Wang
Li Li and Xudong Gu
Fan Liang and Zhi Lin
Judith Lichtenberg and David Luban
Judy and Elliott Lichtman
Simma and Ronald Liebman
Denise and Alexander Liebowitz
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Li Lin and Xin Zhang
Sharon and Marc Lindsey
Kate Lindsey-Kerr
Ling Ling and Hang Yuan
Harriet Lipkin and Chris Sautter
Mr. and Mrs. David Lipman
Eva Sereghy and Andrew Lipps
Linda Lipsett and Jules Bernstein
Susan Liss
Avivah Litan and Stephen Stein
Lys and Ian Litmans
Kathleen Liu and Weili Shaw
Sue Liu and Raul Gonzalez
Yang Liu and Chungang Li
Emily and Kevin Livelli
Helen Louise Loennig ’86
Jacqueline Rosenberg London 
	 and Paul London
Laura London ’07
Hannah Loonsk ’12
Harper Loonsk ’14
Dana Louttit and John Loonsk
Johannah ’05 and Jeremiah Lowin
Andie Sussman Lozouski ’85
Dana and Donald Lucas
Linda and Thomas Lucatorto
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Lyders
Jennifer and Tricia Lynn
Tim Lyons
Chanda Macias and Michael Bobo
Conor Mack ’98
Lynne Mackay-Atha and Donald Atha
Cathy MacNeil-Hollinger 

and Mark Hollinger
Lynn and Matthew Mahaffie
Amanda Maisels 

and Thomas Oscherwitz
Ellen and Gary Malasky
Mitchell Malasky ’04
Deepti and Vivek Malhotra
Charlye and Hunter Malloy
Kate Maloney
Maria Manzano and Jacob Otto
Sherry and Marlon Maragh
Vicky Marchand
Rachel Marcus ’85
Ruth Marcus
Aleta Margolis and Michael Brodsky
Linda Marison
Tami Mark and Theodore Goldstock
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Markarian
Wendy Wilk Markarian  
	 and Tom Markarian
Jaclin and David Marlin
Carlton Marshall ’14
Katherine Marshall
Dee Martin and Vijay Shanker

John Martinez
Paul Martorana
Jennifer and Raymond Martz
Dr. and Mrs. John Mason
Thea and Gary Mason
Leslee Matthews
Adriana Maximiliano 

and Bernardo Weaver Barros
Ronald Maxwell ’74
Deanne Maynard and Charles Rawls
Loren Mayor  
	 and Alexander Hoehn-Saric
Tanya and Alejandro Mayorkas
Vonya McCann and Richard Roberts
Nicole and George McClure
William T. McCormick ’17
Kim McDaniel
Marna and Thomas McDermott
Princess and Kenyan McDuffie
Marlyn McGrath and Harry Lewis
Ambassador Donald McHenry
Louise McIlhenny  
	 and Hugh Riddleberger
Crystal and Ray McKenzie
Deryl McKissack
JaJuana and Akito McMillian
C. Lynn McNair
Elaine and Peng Mei
Vesper Mei and Mark Bellermann
Jacqueline and Mark Mendelsohn
Kasia Mendelsohn ’87 and Paul Gresens
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Mendelsohn
Micaela and Jack Mendelsohn
Eric Menell ’93
Jane and Howard Menell
Seth Menell ’97
Roshni Menon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Menschel
Sabina Menschel and Bill Priestap
Ron Merenstein
Semra Mesulam and Kristoffer Garin
Daniel Metcalf ’97
Elaine Metlin and Andrew Clark
Katharine and Gregory Meyer
Megumi and Christopher Meyerson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Michaux
Mrs. Marsha Kay Middleton
William Miezan
Stephanie Migdail ’08
Alexandra Migoya and Paul Feedman
Anne Milgram and Manuel Cerqueiro
Mr. and Mrs. William Milgram
Elaine and William A. Miller
Harrison Miller ’04
Susan and Leonard Miller
Laura Pearlstein Mills ’03
Sandra and Christopher Minor

Sapna Mirchandani and Matthew Strada
Rebecca Mishuris ’97
Kelly Mistretta ’94
Sarah and Alexis ’92 Mitchell
Suzanne and Yuichi Miyamoto
Jacqueline ’88 and Alexander Moen
Megan and Christopher Mohr
Danielle Moita-Robles and Leonel Robles
Kyle Money
Mary Beth Moore and Douglas Ruby
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Moore
Nadirah Moreland
Marina Moretti and Stefan Sullivan
Mrs. Carolyn Morgan
Tessa Adelaide Morgan ’77
Jill Morningstar and Alastair Fitzpayne
Sydney Morris ’14
Nancy and Lou Morsberger
Adele Mouzon and Mark Perry
Tessa Muehllehner and John Day
Nayantara Mukerji 
	 and Thomas Dohrmann
Dana Mulhauser ’97
Kelly and James Mulvihill
Elizabeth Mumford and Joseph Gitchell
Mr. William Murray
Betty W. Mwenje
Annalise Myre ’19
Mr. and Mrs. John Myre
Cindy Boyle Naatz and Daniel Naatz
Ron Nahr
Geeta Nanda and Manish Bapna
Arjun Narayan ’22
Tulika and Ambar Narayan
Anya Naschak and Douglas Escola
Laila Nashid ’19
Yolanda and Salim Nashid
Githa and Arun Natarajan
Yvonne and Prince Neal
Susan Neely
Elizabeth Nelson
Louise Nelson and David Smith
Sarah Newhall and Elliot Tarloff
Elsa Newmyer
Harold Newton
Mr. and Mrs. David Nexon
Maia Gemmill and Daniel Nexon ’91
May Ng and Gilles Alfandari
Anne and Peter Nguyen
Mai-Han Nguyen ’17
Deirdre Nicholson
Grayce Niles ’14
Carolyn and Edward Nordberg
Katharine Norris
The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Nowak
Kakenya Ntaiya and Michael Mugoh
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Aisulu Nurgozha and Adil Sailau
Inna Dexter and Benjamin Nussdorf ’00
Melanie Nussdorf
Sarah and Jed Nussdorf ’98
Sarah Nutman ’07
Christine O’Connell ’04
Daphne and Thomas O’Connor
Laura and Timothy O’Shaughnessy
Amy Oberdorfer Nyberg ’91 
	 and Dan Nyberg
Leslie and John Oberdorfer
Denise Odell ’84
Zadinga and Ceda Ogada
Michel Woodard Ohly ’93
Lisa Ojeda-Brown
Cami Okubo and Roger Gula
Suzanne and Michael Oliwa
Maryana Olman and Brian Malkin
Nancy and Adam ’85 Oppenheim
Ellen Opper-Weiner
Jackie Greene and Joshua Orenstein ’86
Karen and Jan Orenstein
Barbara Ormond and Ted Ahlers
Robin and Gary Orseck
Leila Orszag ’18
Joshua Orszag ’20
Sima Osdoby and Arthur Katz
Cordenia Paige ’83
Gina Paige-Gobourne ’84
Freeman Palmer ’75
Megan Palmer ’97
Geremia Palomba
Kim Palombo
Polly Panitz and Allen Joseph
Irene Pantelis and Andre Bhatia
Kimberly Parker and Daniel Mach
Lydia and Sanford Parnes
Naomi Parnes ’05
Sonija Parson ’02
Jami and William Passer
Amy and Peter Pastan
Molly and Bryan Patten
Nancy Furman Paul and Marc Paul
Mrs. Suzanne Paul
Alexandros Pavlakis ’14
Vasiliki Pavli and Danny Stock
Eli Pearlstein ’06
Skylé Pearson
Ann Pelham and Robert Cullen
Constance Pendleton and Jason Gross
Ms. Elisabeth Pendleton
Jonathan Penn ’97
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Penniman
Carol and David Pensky
Elvin Peprah
Eva Perdahl and Bill Wallace
Stacey and Josh Perelman

Heather and Hector Perez Saiz
Elana and Jonathan Perl
Laura Perl
Debra and Jonah Perlin
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Perretta
Deborah and Lewis Perry
Alissa Peruzzini
Beth and Charles Peters
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Petricone
Fiore Robert Petricone ’21
Allison Noble Petro ’78
Joanne and Joshua Petty
Margaret and Sandy Pfunder
Tanya Phattiyakul ’97
Grace R. Phillips ’15
Christy Pichichero 

and Thomas Escourrou
C.A. Pilling
Sarah Pilzer ’01
Joshua Pincus ’06
Sheila Pires and Kathy Lazear
Fox Pitocchelli ’32
Hayley Gordon Pivato ’88

and Gianluca Pivato
Tia Piziali ’21
Susan Pleming and David Satola
Diane and Arnold Polinger
Fred Pollack
Amy Pollick and Joshua Lipman
Melanie Pontz ’97
Jean and Terry Pool
Jennifer Popek ’93
Jean and James Preer
Debby and Frank Previna
Mr. and Mrs. Elijah Price
Maribel Prieto and Eduardo Gonzalez
Rebecca Prime and David Bloch
Nina Prytula
Charles Psychos
Teresa and Jeffrey Puretz
Jennifer and Israel Puterman
Shelley Que and Aihua Liu
Rory and Edward ’87 Quint
Susan and Arnold Quint
Vicky and Michael ’90 Quint
Patricia Raber Raber Max 
and Kenneth Max
Aseel Rabie and Paul Weinberger
Marc Rabinovitz ’96
Reena and Jeffrey Racki
Mythili and Venkatesh K. Raman
Varsha Ramani and Narayan Suryakumar
Skylar and Krishna Rampersaud
Jennifer Randolph ’81
Viji Rangaswami and Atul Pathiyal
Biva Ranjeet and Marc Allon Pultuskier
Madhu Rao and Jagadeesh Reddy

Alisa Rashish ’76
Heather Ratner ’13
Laura Rawlings and Michael Petricone
Leonard Rayford
Ann Redfield-Redington  
	 and James Redington
Katie Redmond
Rebecca Reese and Maury Passman
Mrs. Kathleen Reilly
Michael Reilly and Jeffrey Blum
Frances Rekrut ’02
Sarah Remes and Seelig Sinton
Isabella Flora Rene ’22
Gwendolyn and James Renigar
Scott Renschler ’88
Michele and Douglas Rettew
Alison and Kai Reynolds
Helen Rhee and Tarik Taybi
Joshua Rich ’94
Cynthia Richman and Jason Snyder
Kay Richman and Daniel Kaplan
Tess Richman ’10
Joan Braden Ridder ’72
James Riddleberger ’05
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Riker
Dena Ringold and David Gossett
Christina and John Ritch
Nina Hammond Ritch ’95 
	 and Michael Boland
Adele Robinson ’79
Anne Robinson and Kevin Moriarty
Barbara and Sherman ’61 Robinson
Mrs. Carol Robinson
Nancy Robinson Breuer  
	 and Lanny Breuer
Athena Robles and G. Richard Dodge
Beth Rogan ’01 and Timothy Farrell
Matthew Rogan ’04
Sarah Rogan ’00
Tiffany and Stephen Rohrbaugh
Cynthia Rohrbeck and Philip Wirtz
Malikkah Rollins
Amber and Warren Romine
Esther Rosa and Keith Robinson
Sarah and Eric Rosand
Laura and Gerald Rosberg
Jill Rosenbaum Meyer and Richard Meyer
Alejandro Rosenberg ’98
Sarah Rosenbloom ’93
Patricia Rosenman
Mary Beth Cisneros 

and Michael Rosenman ’85
Aviva and Dan Rosenthal
Carolyn Rosenthal ’05
Douglas Rosenthal ’00
Joan and Barry Rosenthal
Stephanie Rosenthal ’98 and Scott Meisler
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Rahel and Jordan Rosner
Beth and Scott Ross
Dorothy Ross
Lauren Roth and Ross Goldman
Susan Ross and Steven Herman
Lynn Rothberg
Andrea Lebbin Rubinfeld ’98
	 and Michael Rubinfeld
Kate Rueter
Sarah ’05 and Daniel Rueven
Gloria and John ’57 Runyon
Atul Rustgi
Nick Ryan
Susan Ryerson
Mr. Harry Sachse
Marianna Sachse ’97
Erin Segal and Michael Sachse ’95
Mrs. Catharine Saelinger
Wendi and Jeffrey Sager
Nicole Saiontz ’92
Carly Salaman ’95
Holly Holt Salb and John Salb
Charles Samenow ’91
Katherine Samolyk and Robert Avery
Rebecca and Ryan Samuel ’96
Benjamin Sand
Maria Sand
Diann and Waydal Sanderson
Zak Sandler ’04
Jessica Sanet ’98
Payal and Mayur Sangani
Jennifer and Vittorio Sartorelli
Alexander P. Satola ’17
Shilpa Satoskar and Thomas Colby
Lee Satterfield and Patrick Steel

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Saunders
Elizabeth and Thomas Saunders
Tracy and James Scarrow
Samuel Schachter ’09
Keltie Hawkins  
	 and Michael Schaffer ’91
Susan Schaffer and Michael Rogan
Mrs. Teresita Schaffer
Barney Schecter ’81
Kate Schecter ’77 and Aaron Roth
Katie Schenk and Dov Grossman
Anne and Barry Schenof
Jennifer Scher ’86
Joshua Scherr ’89
Diane and Andrew Schiff
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Schiff
Daniele Schiffman and Tobias Heffernan
Laura Schiller and Phillip Blane
Ellen B. Schlick ’19
Alison Schneider and Richard Avidon
Rhona Campbell  
	 and David Schneider ’92
Abby Schneiderman ’98 
	 and Benjamin Hordell
Lisa Schneiderman
Naomi Schoenbaum 

and David Fontana
Barbara and Eric Schone
Nina Schooler
Martina Schowitz 

and Brian Christensen
Katherine Schroder and Joseph Poellnitz
Peg Schultz and Terry Meehan
Susan and Roger Schwabacher
Alyssa and Daniel Schwartz

Jill Schwartz and Leon Rodriguez
Joanna Schwartz ’90
Karen Schwartz
Elaine and Ira Scott
Jacqueline Scott and David Fortney
Katie Scott
Kim Scott
Stephanie Segal and Karl Khoury
Lillian Seidel ’06
P. Moni SenGupta and Jeffrey Breinholt
Juyoung Seo and Jason Seiken
Sook Seo
Luz and Amit Sevak
Aarti Shah and Joseph Collaco
Ann Shalleck and James Klein
Baoping Shang and Jinghua Wangling
Dana Mazo and Daniel Sharfman ‘97
Wendy Sharp and Patricia Montes
Mr. and Mrs. David Shaw
Adam Shear ’89
Kevin Sheekey ’84
Paula Shelton and Hilary Shelton
Sonia and James Shelton
Gail Shepherd-Smith and Rudolph Smith
Beverly and Harlan Sherwat
Clay Shields ’84
Sarah Shohet and John Mikhail
Kathy Shollenberger
Judy and Jerry Shulman
Ellen Shurman and Daniel Finkelstein
Ferima Sidibe ’04
Ms. Lynn Sien and Mr. Joel Pollick
Gretchen Sierra and Brandy Price
Jodi Siff and Brian Rubin
Lawrence Silber ’75
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Joanna Silver ’85
Justin Silver ’97
Lester Silverman
Jennifer Silversmith and Paul Schockett
Darren Silvis
Mickie Simon and Brian Schwalb
Jennifer Simon and Frederick Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Simon
Jan Solomon and Kenneth Simonson ’62
Gretchen Skidmore and Craig Leff
Natalie Skinner
Albert Slawsky ’65
Elizabeth Slobasky ’97 and Jeff Connor
Danielle and Jesse Smallwood
Atiya Ranee Smith ’99
Carlla and Thomas Smith
Edwina Smith and Sam Simmens
Jenna Ross Smith ’97 and Jeffrey Smith
Megan Smith
Nicole Smith-Jones and Jason Jones
Deborah Smolover and Eric Bord
Cylburn Soden ’95
Cathy and Bob Solomon
Kate Peterson and Matthew Solomon ’90
Tracy Solomon ’77
Julie Somers and Benjamin Schafer
Angela Son and Seung Son
Suann Song and Eugene Hong
Dale and Stephen Sonnenberg
Katharine Sonnenberg ’82
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Sosnoff
Lori and Ben Soto
Andrew M. Spafford ’17

Sarah Lichtman Spector ’90 
	 and Edward Spector
Cally Spero
Eli Spevak ’89
Gabrielle Spiegel
Tom Spilsbury
Silvia Spring
Ingrid and William Stafford
Pam Stanfield
Nancy Starr
Anim Steel ’90
Pamela Steele and Alan Sherman
John Steever ’85
Talya Stein and Mo Elleithee
Joanna Steinglass ’89
Brian Steinwurtzel ’95
Debra Stencel and Patrick Phillips
Linda and Gerald Stern
Sarah Stettinius ’90
Dominique and John Stevens
Andrea and Frederick Steves
Drs. Jeremy and Merril Stock
Catherine and Derek Stocker
Kimberly Stokes and Shigehisa Yokote
Laura Stone and Ezra Levine
Mindy Strelitz and Andrew Cornblatt
Catherine and Tom Strong
Andrea Stumpf
Shira Stutman and Russell Shaw
Ms. Suzanne Stutman 
	 and Mr. Jonathan Wilkenfeld
Brian Stutson
Sophia and Christopher Suarez

Audrey Sugimura and Brian Ferguson
Kristen Sullivan ’97
Deirdre Schwiesow Sumida ’85
Ramya Sundaram and Nathan Porter
Apple and Michael Sussmann
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Sussman
Stacey Suyat and Eric Silla
Jennifer Swedish ’97
Kristin Swedish ’97
Ms. Rhoda Sweeney 
	 and Mr. Fred Drucker
Reem Sweiss and Karim Belayachi
Joan and Mark Tannenbaum
Lucretia and Ira Tannenbaum
Susan Tannenbaum
Jonathan Tannenwald ’02
Andrew Tassler ’95
Anupama and Matthew Tate
Alison Taylor
Amy and Simeon Taylor
Mrs. Jeffere Taylor
Joann Taylor
Michael Taylor ’01
Janet Tersoff ’78
Jerry Tersoff ’73
Madison Audrey HoangMai Than ’18
Ira Thavendrarajah
Alexandra Thiery-Gore and Wayne Gore
Vassili Thomadakis ’92
Marlo Thomas
Lauren Thompson
Susan and Brett Thompson
Elliott Thurston ’78
Jenifer and Royce Tidwell
Lee Tiedrich and Ian Simmons
Jan and Seth Tievsky
Dacque Tirado
Vikki Tobak and Bijan Salehizadeh
Gabriela Tobal ’87
Lauren and Mark Tobias
Gillian Todd
Leily Tofigh-Noshirvani 
	 and Ali Noshirvani
Wakako Tokunaga and Philip Walker
Mercedes Tolve ’97
Julia Tomasko ’05
Laura Tomasko ’02
Lalie and Michael Tongour
Petia Topalova and Shawn Cole
M.J. and Herman Torres
Damali Neal Totress ’91
Maryll and John Toufanian
Andrea Townsend

and Anders Agerskov
Jessica Townsend
Aaron Tracy ’98
JT Trembly
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Max Trias ’99
Noah Trister ’97
Jay Tucker
Lisa and Seth Tucker
Matthew Tucker ’83
Jill Tuennerman and Michael Kirk
Churek and Nurbek Turdukulov
Brenda Turnbull and Robert Tomasko
Darria and Marcus Turner
Elsie Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tyrangiel
Nicole Lewis Tyson and Derrick Tyson
Beth and Sanford Ungar
Evelyn and Wes Unseld
Heather Urban and Max Holtzman
Douglas Usher ’87
Shana Vaknin ’90
Valeria Van Brummelen 
	 and Chris Newkirk
Sona Varma and Sujoy Bose
Victor Vazquez Vincent
Julie Veach and Roger Colinvaux
Jennifer and Paul Verbesey
Lucy Vereshchagina 
	 and Rinat Akhmetshin
Aaron Vernon ’94
John Vibert ’89
Nicole Vikan and Ali Behbahani
Annie Vinik ’97 

and Jamie Lawrence ’97
Marla and Alexander Viorst ’85
Nicholas Viorst ’81
R. Jacob Vogelstein
Rachel Vogelstein
Martha and Ian Volner
Robert Wagner
Karen and Darwin Walker
David Wallack ’78
Zheng Wang and Vitali Nazlymov
Michael Ward ’82
Deb and Michael Warsaw
Sarah Rosen Wartell and Ted Wartell
Shoshana Waskow ’85
Alicia Wasserman ’97
Cristina Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Watson
Aliza Watters and Tarun Chhabra
Mr. and Dr. Stephen Hapgood Watters
Monica and Allen Waziri
Colleen Wealton-Mailander
Mr. and Mrs. William Weatherston
Jacquie Gales Webb
Lindsay Lavine Webster ’85
Benjamin Wegner ’86
Janet and Hans Wegner
Kirsten Wegner and Todd Walrath
Susan and Adam ’83 Wegner

Stacy Sherwat Weinberger ’89 
Marilyn and Harold Weiner
Susan Weinstein and Adam Rubinson 
Luke Weisberg ’83
Amy Weiss and Peter Kadzik
Arthur Weiss
Bridget and Dustin Weiss
Nina Weissberg ’80 and Stuart Martin 
Gayle Weiswasser and Daniel Feldman 
Jessika and David Wellisch
Jody Welsh
Sarah Werner
Mr. Hans Wertheimer
Laura Wertheimer and Andrew Pincus 
Artherelle and Gregory West
Peyton West and Frank Lowenstein 
Elizabeth Westfall and Scott Wiener 
Marti and Richard Weston
Lauren Wetzler and Stephen Fuzesi 
Annie and Stephen Whatley
Doug White
Ms. Elizabeth White
Kathryn Whitfield and Adam Fotiades 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Whittington
Mrs. Della Whyte
Pat Widra
Amy Wiedemann and Joshua Burch 
Judith Wiesberg
Ellen Wild and Jonathan Young
Jill Wilkins and Jonathan Kaplan
Suzy Willhoft
Carolyn Douglas Williams
Colleen and Bryan Williams
Florence Williams
Jamie Williams
Tracey Williams
Zaminah and Frederick Williams Oveta 
Willie-Jenkins
Larry Wilner
Annette and Percy Wilson
Clare Wilson ’61
Julie Wilson ’03
Mary Jane Wilson-Bilik
Carol and Michael Winer
Matthew Winer ’04
Laurie Wingate and Mark Chandler 
Arielle Winnik ’03
Barbara Winnik
Rhonda Winston
Mrs. Eugenia Winters
Fielding Winters and Robert Winters 
Megan Wirtz ’15
Ellis Wisner
Sandra Demerly Wittenbrink
Dori and Russ Wofford
Kebrework Woldetsadik
     and Elias Maeza

Daniela and Michael Wolf
Patrice Wolfe and Jon Bazemore 
Becky Wolsk
Jeremy Wolsk
Meredith Woocher 

and Peter Sheingold
Allison and Russell Wood
Katie Wood and Valerie Hletko
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gibson Wood 
Laurie Woods ’87
Carolyn and Randy Woolridge
Daniel Woolridge ’06
Leah Wortham and Eric Hirschhorn 
Katherine Wray and Michael Korns 
Dakara Wright ’94
Diana Wright ’65
Ginger Wu and Yue Tang
Ann C. Yahner
Meng Yan and Yi Wang
Jenny Yang and Kil Huh
The Honorable Sue Yang 
 and Dr. Chung Shu Yang
Elizabeth Yates and Benjamin Ludlow 
Ms. Dianne Yaunches
Burcum and Hakan Yavalar
Rachel Winnik Yavinsky ’01 

and William Yavinsky
Laura Yee
Mr. and Mrs. David Yelen
Suzanne Yelen and Mark Popofsky 
Barbara Yellen and Phil West
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Yellen
Audrey Yiadom ’01
Tom Yoder
Janice Yoo and Jovial Wong
Jennifer and Philip Yu
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Zalesne
Kinney Zalesne and Scott Siff
Judith Zauderer
Karim Zia
Miriam Zimmerman and Steve York 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Zinn
Leslie Zirkin and Eric Lichtblau 
Gretchen and Jeremy Zucker
A. James and Alice B. Clark Foundation 
Meriwether Godsey
Greenbench Construction LLC
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Anonymous (12)
Jenny Abramson ’95 and Jake Maas
Saif Ahmad and Sanaa Aijaz
Dina Al Sabah and David Alden
Michele Altemus and Joseph Cullen
Nicole Anzia and Michael Davies
Judy Areen and Richard Cooper
Ciera and Trevor Ashley
Heather Bamford and Sam Gallimore
Marcie Bane and Mike Imbroscio
Alison Barnes and Stephen Cohen
Robyn and Jeremy Bash
Jessica Bauman ’85 and Ben Posel
Dr. Virginia P. Baxt
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Beidler
Carol and Michael ’62 Berenson
Jessica ’01 and Mark ’00 Berenson
Blair Berman and Beth Diamond
Jennifer and Matthew Berzok
Ashley Cooper Bianchi 
	 and Dominic Bianchi
Ms. Carol Bindeman
Cora Bock
Natalie Bookey-Baker and Michael Baker
Lori Brainard and Robert Liebowitz
Rita and David Brickman
Toni and Ned Brody
Virginia Navarrete Brooks
Raïna Brubaker and Jessica Hough
Ann-Marie and Bill Burke
Sylvia and Stephen Burwell
Toni and Dwight Bush
Elizabeth and David Carmen
Chang Choi and Byung Yoo
Audrey Choi and Robert Orr
Jaclyn Cohen ’03 and Will Rapaport
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cohen
Kimberly Colden-Massey and John Massey
Debby and Bob Cooper
Kate Heinzelman 

and Jonathan Cooper ’01

Renata Kendrick Cooper 
	 and James W. Cooper
Irene Cortese and T. Christopher Borek
Charlotte and Shane ’02 Crowley
Cheryl Curtis and Dana Foster
Erin Davis and Jonathan Etter
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Davis
Laurie Davis and Joseph Sellers
Kathleen Day and Charles Rothfeld
Ariel and Rajesh De
Jennifer and Viet Dinh
Amy Dixon and Gregg LoCascio
Diane and Lowell Dodge
Danielle and John Dooley
Jennifer Drogula and David Wohlstadter
Lammot J. du Pont
Katherine Dube and Donald Saelinger
Andrianna and Kelly Dunbar
Cynthia Dunbar and Charles Cerf
Anita Dunn and Robert Bauer
Karen Dunn and Brian Netter
Ashley Durmer and TJ Leonard
Rasha Ebeid and Khaled Sakr
Dina ElBoghdady and James Cooper
Molly Elkin and Ivan Wasserman
Nicole Elkon and Neal Wolin
Nicole Erb ’85 and Henry Farrell
Shamita and Ralph Etienne-Cummings
Oren and Jessica Falkowitz
Sasha Fombrun-Rene and Alex Rene
Cynthia and David Fontaine
Karin and Tom Freedman
Lois Fried
Julie Polinger Friedlis ’01 
	 and Zachary Friedlis
Nancy and Michael Gaba
Ramona and Thomas Gann
Jamie Gardner and Jonathan Stern
Kate and James Garland
Holly and Rudolph Geist
Mati Bardosh and Asher Gelman ’02

Susie and Michael Gelman
Anabel and Christian Genetski
Leah and Myles Getlan
Susan and Lawrence Gianinno
Kirstin Gibbs and Stephen Fedorchak
Angela and Joel Glazer
Emily and David Glendinning
Neal Glickfield
Danielle Glosser and Howard Riker
Sarah Goldfrank and Aileen Johnson
Rachel and Paul ’94 Goldstein
Ellen and Joseph Goldstein
Mrs. Toni Gordon
Lisie and Michael Gottdenker
Karen and Andrew Green
Priya and Deep Grewal
Brenda Gruss and Daniel Hirsch
Thu Ha and Ngoc Chu
Joy Drucker and Jeremy Haft
Laila Haider and Niklas Westelius
Catherine and Joe Hall
Daniel Hamilton ’85
Nancy Hardy and Joshua Farber
Ellen Harris and David Zinn
Nancy Hersh and Randal Burns
Laura and Paul Higday
Sydney Hoffmann and David Krakoff
Ann and Darrin Holley
Samantha Holloway ’99
Julie Hong and Julian Kim
Terry Hong and Gregor Bailar
Louise and Mark Howe
Deneen Howell and Donald Vieira
Tracey Hughes and David Stern
Lisa Berenson Hurst ’97 
	 and Frederik Hurst
Zhanna and Timur Issatayev
Amy Jeffress ’83 and Casey Cooper
Judith and Bill Jeffress
Patricia and Daniel Jinich
Roz Jonas

T H E  19 4 5  SO C I E T Y 
Donors who make annual gifts of $2,500 or more are members of our 1945 Society. The 1945 Society, named for the year 
in which GDS was founded, was established to provide philanthropic leaders the opportunity to express their dedication and 
commitment to GDS’s mission, values, and future through an impactful gift to the School’s Hopper Fund. Each year, members 
of The 1945 Society honor the founding families’ vision, ideals, and principles—all of which continue to be a part of the GDS 
spirit more than 75 years later. We are grateful for their leadership within the School’s philanthropic community. 
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Larry Kanarek
Lisa and Jonathan Kanter
Anjali Kataria and Vinay Bhargava
Laura and Michael Kaufman
Elizabeth and Michael Keeley
Mr. and Mrs. William Kerr
Alka and Sudhakar Kesavan
Sharapat and Eric Kessler
Julie and Rob Khuzami
Yool Kim and Gregory Mallory
Seema and Rohit Kinra
Jennifer Klein and Todd Stern
Debbie and Brian Kleinbord
Jocelyn and Brian Kmet
Kate Koffman and Sid Banerjee
Peter Kolker
Mr. and Mrs. John Kossow
Irene and James Koukios
Ryan Allen and Caleb Kramer ’87
Kimberly and Christopher Kubler
Mary Kwak and Simon Johnson
Leslie and Bruce Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Lang
Kenneth Lay
Susie and Andrew Lazerow
David Leary and Seth Perretta
Deborah and Roger Lebbin
Amy and Jay Leveton
Meredith Kopit Levien
Molly Levinson and Josh Wachs
Joan Bialek Levitt and Louis Levitt
Elizabeth Lewis and David Fahrenthold
Li Li and Xudong Gu
Fan Liang and Zhi Lin

Sharon and Marc Lindsey
Kate Lindsey-Kerr
Ling Ling and Hang Yuan
Harriet Lipkin and Chris Sautter
Mr. and Mrs. David Lipman
Linda Lipsett and Jules Bernstein
Susan Liss
Yang Liu and Chungang Li
Jacqueline Rosenberg London 
	 and Paul London
Cathy MacNeil-Hollinger 
	 and Mark Hollinger
Deepti and Vivek Malhotra
Sherry and Marlon Maragh
Aleta Margolis and Michael Brodsky
Paul Martorana
Jennifer and Raymond Martz
Jacqueline and Mark Mendelsohn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Menschel
Sabina Menschel and Bill Priestap
Katharine and Gregory Meyer
Elaine and William A. Miller
Sapna Mirchandani and Matthew Strada
Sarah and Alexis ’92 Mitchell
Suzanne and Yuichi Miyamoto
Megan and Christopher Mohr
Marina Moretti and Stefan Sullivan
Jill Morningstar and Alastair Fitzpayne
Adele Mouzon and Mark Perry
Nayantara Mukerji 
	 and Thomas Dohrmann
Elizabeth Mumford and Joseph Gitchell
Mr. and Mrs. David Nexon
May Ng and Gilles Alfandari

Sarah and Jed Nussdorf ’98
Daphne and Thomas O’Connor
Laura and Timothy O’Shaughnessy
Robin and Gary Orseck
Irene Pantelis and Andre Bhatia
Kimberly Parker and Daniel Mach
Jami and William Passer
Ann Pelham and Robert Cullen
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Penniman
Stacey and Josh Perelman
Elana and Jonathan Perl 
Hayley Gordon Pivato ’88 
	 and Gianluca Pivato
Diane and Arnold Polinger
Amy Pollick and Joshua Lipman
Rebecca Prime and David Bloch
Jennifer and Israel Puterman
Rory and Edward ’87 Quint
Vicky and Michael ’90 Quint
Marc Rabinovitz ’96
Mythili and Venkatesh K. Raman
Viji Rangaswami and Atul Pathiyal
Biva Ranjeet and Marc Allon Pultuskier
Madhu Rao and Jagadeesh Reddy
Laura Rawlings and Michael Petricone
Michael Reilly and Jeffrey Blum
Gwendolyn and James Renigar
Alison and Kai Reynolds
Helen Rhee and Tarik Taybi
Cynthia Richman and Jason Snyder
Christina and John Ritch
Anne Robinson and Kevin Moriarty
Tiffany and Stephen Rohrbaugh
Sarah and Eric Rosand
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Mary Beth Cisneros 
	 and Michael Rosenman ’85
Patricia Rosenman
Andrea Lebbin Rubinfeld ’98 
	 and Michael Rubinfeld
Sarah ‘05 and Daniel Rueven
Erin Segal and Michael Sachse ’95
Mr. Harry Sachse
Rebecca and Ryan Samuel ’96
Lee Satterfield and Patrick Steel
Elizabeth and Thomas Saunders
Susan Schaffer and Michael Rogan

Katie Schenk and Dov Grossman
Alison Schneider and Richard Avidon
Abby Schneiderman ’98 

and Benjamin Hordell
Lisa Schneiderman
Alyssa and Daniel Schwartz
Jacqueline Scott and David Fortney
Juyoung Seo and Jason Seiken
Aarti Shah and Joseph Collaco
Dana Mazo and Daniel Sharfman ’97
Sonia and James Shelton
Lester Silverman

Jennifer Silversmith and Paul Schockett 
Mickie Simon and Brian Schwalb 
Elizabeth Slobasky ’97 and Jeff Connor 
Megan Smith
Lori and Ben Soto
Nancy Starr
Brian Steinwurtzel ’95
Dominique and John Stevens
Drs. Jeremy and Merril Stock
Kimberly Stokes and Shigehisa Yokote 
Catherine and Tom Strong
Shira Stutman and Russell Shaw 
Audrey Sugimura and Brian Ferguson 
Ms. Rhoda Sweeney and Mr. Fred Drucker 
Anupama and Matthew Tate
Jenifer and Royce Tidwell
Vikki Tobak and Bijan Salehizadeh 
Lauren and Mark Tobias
Leily Tofigh-Noshirvani and Ali Noshirvani 
Lalie and Michael Tongour
Petia Topalova and Shawn Cole
Max Trias ’99
Churek and Nurbek Turdukulov
Evelyn and Wes Unseld
Valeria Van Brummelen  
 and Chris Newkirk
Jennifer and Paul Verbesey
Marla and Alexander Viorst ’85
R. Jacob Vogelstein
Rachel Vogelstein
Robert Wagner
David Wallack ’78
Michael Ward ’82
Sarah Rosen Wartell and Ted Wartell 
Susan and Adam ’83 Wegner
Benjamin Wegner ’86
Nina Weissberg ’80 and Stuart Martin Mr. 
Hans Wertheimer
Laura Wertheimer and Andrew Pincus 
Elizabeth Westfall and Scott Wiener Pat 
Widra
Ellen Wild and Jonathan Young
Jill Wilkins and Jonathan Kaplan
Laurie Wingate and Mark Chandler 
Barbara Winnik
Patrice Wolfe and Jon Bazemore
Katie Wood and Valerie Hletko 
Katherine Wray and Michael Korns 
Elizabeth Yates and Benjamin Ludlow 
Burcum and Hakan Yavalar
Rachel Winnik Yavinsky ’01

and William Yavinsky
Suzanne Yelen and Mark Popofsky 
Barbara Yellen and Phil West
Jennifer and Philip Yu
Kinney Zalesne and Scott Siff
Karim Zia
Gretchen and Jeremy Zucker 
Greenbench Construction LLC
A. James and Alice B. Clark Foundation
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In 2022, faculty and staff children recreated an old photo of the Big 
House, the original Big Toy, in the Woodlands on our unified campus.

HOW IT STARTEDBefore the Big Toy at 4530 MacArthur Boulevard,
students played on a tower called the Big House.

Then & Now

PL AYG RO U N D
TOW E RS

HOW IT’S

GOING
The playground on our unified

campus features two tall towers

in the Woodlands area and 

three smaller towers on a new

wooden Big Toy. What fun!



G E O R G E T O W N  D AY  S C H O O L
4200 Davenport Street, NW
Washington, DC 20016 
Address Service Requested

H I G H  S C H O O L  H I STO RY  T E AC H E R  TO P H E R  D U N N E : 
The first thing that came to mind was to witness Harry Truman holding up 
the ‘Dewey Defeats Truman’ headline of the Chicago Daily Tribune while 
waiting for the 1948 election results to be final. It is a moment when the first 
draft of history contained errors, and the President believed in himself even 
when many did not. Truman was behind in the polls. He was under fire for 
being inexperienced. The pictures I have seen of the moment present more 
questions than answers. How did he end up getting a copy of the Chicago 
paper the day after the election when it was still undecided? Was it the 
press corps that provided it to him? Maybe being there would help explain. 
Besides, I would blend in with my clothing style. [Topher often dons styles 
born of that era.]

Ask a Teacher If you could witness a 
moment in history, what 
would it be and why?

?




