Highly Selective
Institutions

Applying to the Ivys & other
competitive schools




A Highly Selective University...

- Admits less than 20% of applicants

- High Academic Admission Requirements
(Minimum 3.8+ GPA)

- Rigorous Transcript (AP expectations)

- High ACT/SAT scores (28+)

- Ranked amongst the most prestigious in U.S. or

Internationally - US News & World Report




What is a highly selective college?

A highly selective college is a
college that does not accept
all or almost all of the
students who apply.







Some Scary Statistics-Class of 2024

Brown Duke
. 36,794 Applied - 39,783 Applied
2,533 Accepted - 3,057 Accepted
Harvard U of Michigan
- 40,379 Applied - 65,899 Applied

1,980 Accepted - 7,188 Accepted
U of North Carolina U of Chicago

- 44,784 Applied - 34,372 Applied
- 10,446 Accepted - 2,511 Accepted




More Scary Statistics

"The simple math of the story is that applications are up
and the spaces are fixed." Fulton County Daily Report

- 39,000 high schools across the country, each
with a top ten list of students.
- 390,000 superstars applying to the same group
of highly selective schools.
- Perfect GPAs and near perfect ACT/SAT scores
not unusual within this group
- Only 3% of 18 yr. old students in the U.S. get to
go to these selective schools.
Top Grand Rapids Christian students become pretty
“typical” looking in this group.




How NOT to get in ...

- Do not show academic focus

- Do not become a leader or show leadership
potential

- Do not visit these colleges or demonstrate
any interest

- Do not spell check or proof read your
application

- Do not take initiative

- Post inappropriate stuff on social media




What Does It

Take For Acceptance?

L W -f? ‘]




The Essay - the most difficult part
of the application

Students are given ambiguous writing prompts to elicit how they think. The
essay is crucial to acceptance! One of the most distinguishing factors.
1. Generic Essay - Common App.
2. Specific Essay - Included in specific college supplement. Sometimes
more than one.
3. Optional Essay - DO it!
*One of the essays must speak directly about the university.

Important that students answer the question asked!
Write in the first person
Do your research

Don't start with a quote
Don't "adopt" another persons event.
Start early - summer
Students need to tell about themselves, not a list of what they do.




Talent?
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Demonstrated Interest




How to Apply

- Common Application - Most highly
selective colleges use this streamlined
process. All online
WWW.commonapp.org

- A few schools use their own online
application (Georgetown, a few UC
schools)

- Deadlines are SO IMPORTANT!!!
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When to Apply?
ED/EA/REA/Regular Decision?

Advantages of Early Decision and Early Action applications. Higher

probability of acceptance. ED and EA have early Fall deadlines. Usually
Nov. 1.

ED 1 - May only apply to one ED school - Binding!
EA - May apply to as many schools as you like.

Restrictive Early Action - May only apply to one school early; indicates this
is your first choice school. (Stanford, Harvard, Yale, Notre Dame,
Princeton)

Regular Decision - May apply after the EA deadline. Some EA applicants
may be deferred and reviewed again during regular decision.

The Wait! ED answer before winter break, EA usually by Dec.24. Deferred
and Regular decision - some time in the Spring.
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Acceptance Rates

Ivy League Colleges Acceptance Rates
Class of 2022
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The Good News,




The Interview
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How Do They Decide?

Holistic Admission Process - Objective (academic) and
subjective (non-academic)

- Rigor of Student's Curriculum

- GPA

- ACT/SAT scores

- Recommendations

- Activities Resume, Essay, Interview

- Talent, Level of Interest,Special Affinity

The operative question in selective college
admissions is - What will this student add to our
college?
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When do you reach for a reach school?

- Placing in the upper end of the mid - 50%
of the reach school's average GPA, and
ACT/SAT statistics

- If you understand the culture and
personality of the school

- If you are willing to put 100% effort into
the application process

- If you have prayed about it and feel God

IS leading you in that direction
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GO

Dartmouth




How do they decide?

The goal of these college admission offices is to enroll a well-rounded
class - a community of individuals who add a unique talent or
characteristic to the class.

“When we read applications, we don’t have a list of things to look for.
Rather, we look at each applicant and his or her abilities and
accomplishments as presented in the completed application...From that
large group, we select a smaller number who together will bring us a
varied, interesting and able freshman class. For every applicant offered
admission, there are usually several others who are similarly qualified
but who, because of the limited size of our freshman class, cannot be
offered admission.”

~Princeton University
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- 2533Accepted - 3,067 Accepted
Harvard

What is a highly selective college?

) ) ) . Ahighly selective college is a
A Highly Selective University... college that does not accept
all or almost all of the
students who apply.
+ Admits less than 20% of applicants
» High Academic Admission Requirements
(Minimum 3.8+ GPA)
« Rigorous Transcript (AP expectations)
- High ACT/SAT scores (28+)
» Ranked amongst the most prestigious in U.S. or
Internationally - US News & World Report
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