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 Jaenicke's Root Beer Stand 

and Hot Dogs – Locations in 

Kankakee and Bourbonnais 

Jaenicke's is a delicious 

seasonal dining option. They 

have hot dogs and many 

other foods. 

 Splash Valley – Located on 

River Road in Kankakee 

Splash Valley has reopened 

for its second year after 

being closed since 2016. 

 Camping - The Kankakee 
River State Park is a great 
location for camping. 

 Canoe down the Kankakee 

River – Enjoy nature and 

canoe on the Kankakee 

River. 

 Merchant Street Music Fest – 

July 29th-30th There is a 

two-day music festival in 

downtown Kankakee. 

 Harvest Moon Drive-In 

Theatre – Located in Gibson 

City (roughly about an hour 

south of Kankakee) you can 

enjoy a fun drive-in movie. 

 Hollywood Casino 

Amphitheatre concerts – 

Located in Tinley Park, there 

are many affordable concert 

tickets with a big variety of 

shows. 

 

Written By: Hailey Neill 

 

GRADUATION 
 

 

 

As the year comes to a close, we see 

the Senior class of 2022 on their way 

out of Bishop McNamara and into 

some form of higher education or 

right into the workforce. We wish 

them all luck in their lives and hope 

they cherish their time here at Bishop 

McNamara. To bid them farewell, the 

school hosted a Senior breakfast on 

Thursday, May 19th to celebrate their 

journey out of the school as a final 

farewell before graduation itself. 

Graduation is set to take place on 

Sunday, May 29th and will be the final 

time that the Senior class gathers 

together. It will be emotional, however 

we hope that each and every Senior 

will live health and happy lives.  

 

Written By: Grant Naese 

 

 

SUMMER BUCKET LIST 
 

 

 

Summer is almost here but the time 

goes by so fast. If you want to make 

sure you get the most out of the break, 

I recommend making a summer bucket 

list. A bucket list is a great way to stay 

on track and do the activities you have 

been waiting all year to do. Many 

people take the summer break to go on 

vacation and whether you are leaving 

the area or sticking around it is great to 

have fun things to do close to home. 

Here are the top 10 local activities to 

put on your summer bucket list. 

 

 Summer Reading – Check out a 

library for a good book. Any 

student can now get a free 

library card at their local library. 

 Picnic in a park – Take your pick 

of any of the parks in your area 

and have a picnic outside. 

 Rebel Ice Cream – Located in the 

Majestic Theater in downtown 

Kankakee Rebel Ice Cream holds 

many unique midwestern ice 

cream flavors as well as some 

classics. 
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It is especially important to do them if 

they are worth extra credit, or even a 

small portion of your final grade. 

However, making your own study 

guides allows you to spend as much 

time as you need on the topics that 

you struggle with. In order to do this, 

start by going over the key topics of 

each chapter and then fill in any 

information needed to understand it. 

If there is any math involved, you can 

always find practice problems in the 

textbook. You can also look over any 

old quizzes that you have access to. 

Another way to study is to pretend to 

teach the subject to yourself. This is 

especially helpful to auditory learners, 

because every piece of information 

can be vocalized. This also helps to 

identify knowledge gaps and areas 

where you need to brush up on a 

concept. Lastly, for tests that have a 

lot of vocabulary words to recognize, 

it can be beneficial to use some sort 

of game. These can be anything from 

the games on Quizlet to making up 

your own. 

Some classes may have a final project 

instead of a test. If you are in this 

situation, do not wait until the last 

minute. Even though it might not be 

due until the day of the final, you will 

have other tests to study for. 

Spreading the workload out over a 

few days takes a lot of the stress away 

and helps you to produce a better 

product. You should also thoroughly 

read over the rubric and make a 

check list of the requirements. Good 

luck! 

 

 

Written By: Sarah Berg 

SUMMER CRAFT 
 

 
 

 

Cactus Rocks 

Materials: 

 Smooth, Oval-Shaped Rocks 

 Acrylic Paints 

 Paintbrush 

 Pot/Jar 

 Dirt or Sand 

Step 1: Use any shade of green to 

paint first layer 

Step 2: After paint has dried, paint 

desired design (spikes, lines, dots) 

Step 3: Take pot or jar and fill with dirt 

or sand 

Step 4: Place finished cacti rocks into 

the container 

Step 5: Enjoy a homemade cactus 

garden! 

 

Written By: Sarah Hoehn 

 

HOW TO PREPARE FOR 

FINALS 
 

 

As the countdown to summer 

vacation begins, so does the 

countdown to final exams. For 

most students, this time can bring 

on a lot of stress. A good portion 

of this is not knowing how or what 

to study. However, once you figure 

out the best methods that work for 

you, finals can be a little less 

frightening. 

      Before it is time to study, you 

can prepare yourself by doing what 

you can to cushion your grade. 

This includes turning in any 

missing assignments that the 

teacher is still willing to accept. 

Even if full credit is not given, some 

is better than none. Doing retakes 

and test corrections on 

assessments that you didn’t do 

well on is another way to improve 

your grade. However, the ability to 

do this will depend on the class. 

Lastly, if the teacher offers any 

extra credit, do it, even if your 

grade is fine. Even the slightest 

increase in percentage points can 

take some of the pressure off your 

final. 

      When it comes time to study, it 

is important to find a way that 

enables you to retain the 

information. I asked Mrs. Malm for 

some of her tips when it comes to 

studying for finals. The biggest 

piece of advice she had was to 

create your own study guides. If a 

teacher gives you a study guide, 

you should still do it because it can 

give insight into what is on the 

test.  
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PROM 2022: A NIGHT IN THE 

STARS 
 

 

Prom 2022 a night in the stars! 

Congratulations to Colton Provost, 

Ashlyn Mitchell, Jose Cortes, 

Jacqueline Allaway, Grant Fouts, Olivia 

Deluca, Aiden Weber, Olivia Coy, 

Brogan Bilyard, and Anna Beckman on 

prom court. Congratulations to Anna 

Beckman and Aiden Weber for being 

prom queen and King. Prom was at 

the Majestic Kankakee. It was 

beautifully decorated. The cost was 

$75 a ticket, dinner was served. The 

food was decent, and the candy bar 

was even better! There was a balloon 

arch and a photobooth. It is safe to 

say the photo booth was a fun 

surprise many weren’t expecting. 

While the photo booth, dance floor, 

and candy bar were great, the kiddy 

cocktails were even better! 

Written By: Lucy Mast 

 

BISHOP MCNAMARA 

SUMMER EUROPE TRIP 
 

 

Many in the student body already 

know this, but for those who don’t, 

Bishop McNamara partners with EF: 

Educational Tours every two years to 

give students and others associated  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with a Bishop Mac a chance to spend 

2 weeks in a selection of European 

countries. While there, you learn 

about the cultural difference of those 

picked nations and cities, on top of 

the history, cuisines, architecture, and 

so much more. While to most a dream 

come true, not anyone can effort the 

expenses of traveling to another 

country, even with the cheaper prices 

provided by EF Tours. A monthly 

payment plan however can be 

provided if need be. The 2022 Europe 

Trip will take place from June 10th to 

the 22nd, and will visit London 

England, Paris France, Barcelona 

Spain, and Rome Italy in order. After 

the issues with the pandemic, the last 

tour was canceled, but now with 

restrictions being lifted, the once in a 

lifetime chance to visit these 

breathtaking a faraway places, is 

surprisingly within reach, for those 

who missed their chance with this trip, 

space is limited however so don't wait 

out on signing up for the trip, the next 

tour will be in 2024 with the next 

countries still TBA, so get to saving.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER INTERVIEW 
 

 

You absolutely will not want to miss 

this golden opportunity.  

Written By: Connor M. Silcox 

 

ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT 
 

 

 

Our athlete spotlight for the month of 

May is senior softball player, Olivia 

DeLuca! Olivia has grown up with the 

sport of softball – when she was little, 

she would watch her aunt play at 

Olivet, and she started playing t-ball at 

a young age, which developed her 

won love for the sport. Throughout 

the years, she has played every 

position except for catcher, and has 

played for many different travel teams. 

In recent years, she has landed playing 

travel ball with the New Lenox 

Lightning. Liv has played school 

softball for many years, and in many 

different positions.  
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She says she especially loves this 

year due to the team building and 

family aspect of the game. The 

team emphasizes bonding and 

team work greatly – they go to 

mass together, have team 

breakfasts, and do fun activities 

such as axe throwing and go-

karting. Olivia has had a great 

season so far with Bishop Mac’s 

Varsity. In their Nashville 

tournament, she had an 

outstanding performance, hitting 

.625 with 2 doubles, one triple, I HR, 

1 bb, and helped make three 

double plays! Olivia plans to 

continue her softball career at the 

University of Illinois at Springfield 

as a utility. She plans to major in 

exercise science and minor in 

psychology, hoping to work as an 

occupational therapist. Best of luck 

to Olivia in her future and as the 

Mac softball season continues! 

 

Written By: Ava Brosseau 

 

INTERVIEW WITH 

INCOMING HEAD PREFECT: 

AVA BROSSEAU 
 

 

Ava Brosseau is currently a junior 

here at Bishop McNamara Catholic 

School. Ava recently received the 

position to be next year’s upcoming 

2022-20223 Head Prefect. This past 

year and currently Ava serves a role 

as the Sacristan Prefect. She is also 

involved in volleyball and a part of 

the newspaper club as an editor. 

Ava wanted to be Head Prefect 

because she wanted to be a leader  

 

and a role model for the rest of the 

student body. She knows she is very 

organized and efficient to fit the skills of 

the Head Prefect position. If you do not 

know what the Head Prefect is it is 

equivalent of the student body president 

that makes sure other prefects are on 

task, bringing new ideas and executing 

them. Since next year it is the 100th 

anniversary of Bishop McNamara, Ava 

has a lot of fun events planned. She is 

most excited for next year because it is 

the 100th year and it is going to be very 

eventful. She is also very excited to apply 

to colleges and find out where she is 

going to go. 

  

Written By: Leah Wilson 

 

LADY IRISH REGIONAL 

SOFTBALL RECAP 
 

 

 

    On Tuesday the Lady Irish took on 

Hoopeston for the first round of 

regionals and swept the field winning 9-

1. Kloie Chole had a total of 10 

strikeouts, Grace Purcell with two RBIs 

and Danica White following in with one 

more. The ladies will play either Clifton 

or Herscher, depending who wins 

tonight’s game, on Saturday at Mac. I 

spoke with Danica White about how she  

 

thought the season has been going so 

far. She said that there has been much 

focus through the season to get where 

they are today. She added that they 

are a well working team and run 

smoothly with one another. Varsity is 

still going strong with a record of 24-7 

and JV ended the season with an 

outstanding record of 13-1.  

Written By: Mackenzie McCammon 

 

SPRING BAND CONCERT 
 

 

On May 11th the Irish band had their 

spring concert which is their last 

concert of the year. They played the 

following songs: Passage by Night by 

MIke Schofield, Moonlit Dreams by 

Joshua V. Hinkel, Washington Post 

March by Michael Story, Disney 

Favorites by John Higgins, and The 

Star Wars Saga by Michael Story. For 

the seniors this was their last concert 

as an Irish band member. “It was fun, I 

thought it went great.” said Clare 

Steffes. 

 

Written By: Sydney Burnett 

JOHHNY DEPP AND AMBER 

HEARD TRIAL 
 

 

Johnny Depp and Amber Heard have 

been in the news constantly for 

allegations and accusations for years 

now. It all started in 2016 when Amber 

Heard filed for a divorce and a 

restraining order against Johnny 

claiming that he abused her while 

intoxicated. For two years the news  
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remained fairly quiet for the two celebrities until 2018 when Amber released a penned op-ed in The Washington Post 

describing the treatment of domestic abuse and her own experience, she did not mention Johnny by name, but 

multiple parts of the article implied that it was him. A year later Johnny sued Amber for $50 million for her 

Washington Post piece with his claim being that it cost him his career and any new work. Heard was not successful in 

her effort to get the lawsuit dismissed counter sued him for $100 million and it is still ongoing. Currently in 2022 

Depp’s defamation case began on April 12 and Johnny first took to the stand on the 19th of April starting off with 

mention the stories and his experiences of growing up with an abusive mother and him and the abuse that he had to 

go through in his and Amber’s relationship. He mentions that they had many arguments in their relationship, but he 

said, “Never did I myself reach the point of striking Ms. Hard in any war nor have I ever struck any woman in my life.” 

An audio clip came out a few days later of Amber Heard arguing with Johnny and her saying “Tell the world, Johnny, 

tell them ‘I, Johnny Depp, a man, I’m a victim, too, of domestic violence… and it's a fair fight.’ And see how many 

people believe or side with you,” after the recording was played Johnny’s lawyer asked him how he responded, “I said 

yes, I am,” Depp replied. Depp then claimed that the only person he ever abused was himself. The trial is expected to 

last up to six weeks and Heard has yet to be called to the stand. 

Written By: Riley Piazza 

LIFE AND TIMES ALBUM REVIEW 
 

 

The album “Life and Times” by Jim Croce is the folk artist’s fourth album. It was released in summer 1973 and 

contained some of Croce’s most emotional song writing. The whole album has an air of sadness. The songs on the 

album sound like they were written during a time during the proceedings of a divorce. The funny thing is, Jim never 

left his wife Ingrid Croce. The style of music that he made gives the songs on the album an upbeat tempo. His work 

was written and produced throughout the early 70’s. starting in 1966 with his debut album “Facets”, he became a 

force for a folk movement to riot through the 70’s. though his popularity didn’t begin to pick up until after his death 

in a tragic helicopter crash in 1973, his work has been featured in many outlets of pop culture. 

 

The record begins with “One Less Set of Footsteps”. The song’s lyrics portray a scenario where a man is walking out of 

a relationship. For what reason, the song doesn’t say. It is meant to be an open-ended breakup song. Most people 

can relate to it in some way. “We’ve been runnin’ away from, something we both know”, begins the song. From this 

we gather that there are underlying problems in the relationship. The next song, “Roller Derby Queen”, is a song 

about just that. A woman that Jim saw on a roller derby program. He describes the woman in fairly good detail. “She 

was five foot six and two fifteen”, are the description of what she looks like. She is said to be aggressive and named 

Tuffy or Spike. 

 

The next song, “Dreamin’ Again”, is almost retrospective and full of regret. He seems to tell his ex-lover that he had a 

dream of when they were together. He tells them that he remembers when they were lovers and dancing in the 

“Lemon scented rain”.  The next song, “Careful Man”, is an upbeat folk song that tells the listener that he is a safe 

man. He doesn’t do drugs, drink, fight, or gamble. He says that he is now a wiser man. The next track is “Alabama 

Rain”. It is a beautiful song that seems wrought with nostalgia and reminiscence. He talks about times spent in the 

past. “Lazy days in mid-July”, and “Drive-in movies and Friday nights” detail these times. “Good Time Man Like Me” is 

a song that calls out a woman for making him “sing the blues”. He is a good man that is in high spirits until a woman 

comes along and ruins his vibe. He becomes depressed and sings the blues. 

 

“Next Time, This Time” is a song that represents his rejection of his ex-lover to get back with them. he doesn’t want 

the pain that came with the end of the relationship last time to come back. The last song that I will cover is called 

“Bad, Bad Leroy Brown”. A man from south Chicago has a reputation for being the worst man in town. He is respected 

by the men and adored by the women. He is said to be a gambler and a bragger. He comes across a good-looking 

woman in a bar that happens to be the wife of a very jealous man. The two men get into a bar fight and in the end 

Leroy ends looking like “A jigsaw puzzle with a couple of pieces gone”. 

 

The whole album is riddled with themes of regret, loss, depression, and jealousy. If you get the chance to get it on 

vinyl, I will greatly suggest it. It is a great album by a very underrated musician. It is an amazing piece of folk music. It 

was a great honor to give this album a review. 

Written By: Walt Krause 
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SUMMER MOTIVATION 
 

 

“Then he gave them this illustration:  "Notice the fig tree, or any other tree.  When the leaves come out, you Know 

without being told that summer is near.  In the same way, when you see all these things taking place, you can know that 

the Kingdom of God is near.” - Luke 21:29-31 

“The boundaries of the earth, and you made both summer and winter.” - Psalms 75:16-17 

"Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches.  Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit.  For Apart 

from me you can do nothing.” - John 15:5. 

“This is the day the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it.” - Psalms 118:24. 

“When the sun is shining, I can do anything; no mountain is to high, no trouble is too difficult to overcome.” - Wilma 

Rudolph 

“Rise above the storm and you will find the sunshine.” - Mario Fernández 

“Wear your sunscreen drink lots of water… and iced coffee! Happy Summer.” - Lucy Mast 

“Every new beginning comes from some other beginning’s end.” - Unknown  

Compiled By: Lucy Mast 

SUDOKU 
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