
 
 



Introducing the Driggs STORM 
  

Driggs’ Eagles  
 S- Safety First 
 O- Observe the Expectations 
 A- Always Be Kind 
 R- Respect Yourself and Others  
  



Mission DRIGGS SCHOOL MISSION: 
 
Driggs School is committed to strengthening our partnership 
between students, parents, teachers, administration, and 
community to positively impact student performance. We will 
provide a supportive and inspiring environment where all 
students are motivated to reach their fullest potential in 
purposefully designed opportunities to achieve both academic 
and personal excellence. Our educators are committed to 
providing effective instruction developed from a rigorous 
core curriculum. Through reflective learning experiences our 
students will build personal expectations to be resourceful, 
inquiring and contributing global citizens. We strive to foster 
learning that enables students to discover and explore their 
gifts and talents, and to value and respect each other’s 
uniqueness.  

 



A Sample of Driggs School Culture 
In responses to student and staff surveys… 
• 90 % of students who responded to the survey would 

recommend a friend to come to Driggs. 
• 70% of the students responded that they feel safe at 

Driggs. 
• 67% of staff said that they would recommend a 

colleague to work at Driggs or already have. 
• 85% of staff responded that they DO NOT contemplate 

transferring when lateral positions are posted. 
• 100% staff retained from 2014-15 school year 

 
 



2015 Parent Survey Open Ended Results 
Each finishes the sentence:  

What I like most about Driggs School is… 

The teachers and staff.  
I also love the effort that teachers make to 
improving and empowering their students. 

The professional, supportive & 
welcoming nature of the staff. 

 They have zero tolerance for bullying and they 

support the kids even in their home life. 

“The extra help that they offer  
for children that are struggling. 

I feel like both teachers my daughter has 
had are awesome.  She learns so much, 

and I love to see her smile and not 
complaining about going to school. 



Goals and Results 2014-2015 
Area of Focus Goal Set Results 
Chronic 
Absenteeism 

Chronic absenteeism for students in grades K-
5 at Driggs decrease by 8% 

Successful, met goal 

Reading 
Proficiency  

66% of k-5 students at Driggs School will show 
growth by a category or remain at benchmark 
form BOY to EOY on phonemic awareness and 
phonics DIBELS’ measures. 

According to EOY mClass results, 91% of 
kindergarten students moved up a 
category or remained at benchmark and 
74% of first grade students moved up or 
remained at benchmark.  

Math Practices By May 1, 2015, 60% of students continuously 
enrolled in grades 3-5 will demonstrate at least 
one level growth or maintain “Meets 
Expectations” by EOY District created common 
formative assessment centering on procedural 
fluency, conceptual understanding, and 
productive disposition towards mathematics. 

According to CFA #7 data, exactly 60% of 
3-5 grade students either moved up a 
category or remained at benchmark on the 
math CFAs. 

Parent Survey 88 % of respondents of the school survey will 
agree or strongly agree to the statement, "I 
would recommend this school to another 
family." 

According to survey results, 88% of 
parents agreed or strongly agreed with the 
statement “I would recommend my school 
to another family.”  



Goal 1:Improving Attendance 
Recognition for Attendance 



Goal 2 & 3: Improving Academics 
• Revised block schedule to increase the amount of intervention led by 

highest qualified teachers and inclusion of small group for math. 
• Promotion of PLC- teachers recognizing strengths in others. 
• Regular calibration of progress monitoring and mClass assessments. 
• Creating walk through/feedback form. 
• Our literacy facilitator serves as a District Foundations Coordinator. 
 



Academic Celebrations 
• Driggs was recognized by Reading Department and Fundations for grade 

1 mClass achievement and implementation fidelity, respectively. 
• Grade 4 was recognized for their achievement on Smarter Balanced. 

 
TRC  

 
 
 
 

Dibels 
 



Goal 4: Increase School Safety and 
Positive Climate 

• Contracted basketball program 
• STORM 
• Leveled PBIS Incentives:  

– Daily, Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly, and Yearly 
• Weekly Support Staff meeting discuss individuals 
• New this year “Blue” recognition 
• Each student is tracked on monthly chart 
• Focus on Choice and Consequence 



Behavior Comparison 
2013-14 v 2014-15 Referrals by Tiers 

2013-14 2014-15

426 446 

79 54 

54 24 

   Percent of Population 
                   2014       2015 
Tier 3: 3+ Referrals  10%  5% 
Tier 2: 1-2 Referrals 14%  10% 
Tier 1: 0 Referrals  76% 85% 



2013-14 vs 2014-15  
ISS/OSS Comparison 
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Building Community 
• Spanish Heritage Month 

Pot Luck Dinner & Luannelly’s Dance Team/Customs  
• Harvest Festival  
• Winter & Spring Movie Night  
• Community Clean Up at Driggs  
• Turkey Basket Giveaway 
• Breakfast & Picture with Santa 
• Dr. Seuss Birthday Celebration 
• Veteran’s Celebration 
• Community Awareness at Chase Park House 
• Collaboration with Pomperaug High School, Hopeville, Rotella, West Side and Duggan    
• Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts 
• Features on New York Times travel show “36 Hours” 
• Career Day 



Developing Partnerships 
• PAL 
• Grady and Riley 
• Stop and Shop 
• Costco(book bags) 
• Ronalter Foundation 
• Waterbury Spirit John Bale Bookstore 
• Staywell Health Clinic- 356 currently enrolled 
• 46 Students enrolled in Food Bank “Back Pack 

Program” 
 



Afterschool Programs 
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2014-2015 
SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE, 

CMT AND CAPT RESULTS
Waterbury Public Schools

September 2015

SMARTER BALANCED 
BASELINE RESULTS

cswain
Sticky Note
Presentation presented on PowerPoint at Workshop.
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BACKGROUND
The Smarter Balanced Assessment replaced the 

CMT/CAPT in Connecticut for math and English 
Language Arts/Literacy

The Smarter Balanced Assessment is designed to 
measure achievement of the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS)

18 states participated in the Smarter Balanced 
assessment this year, the first year of full 
implementation

Connecticut also participated in the field test last year

BACKGROUND
Students in grades 3 to 8 and 11

– The grade 11 test for next year will likely be replaced by the 
SAT

Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy

Administered entirely online

Adaptive rather than fixed form for all students within 
grade level 

Test taken March-June 2015

Based on knowledge gained through 2014-2015 school 
year
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BACKGROUND
Smarter Balanced reports on the following areas of 

knowledge and skills (claims) in MATH:
 Concepts and Procedures
 Problem Solving and Modeling & Data Analysis
 Communicating Reasoning

Smarter Balanced reports on the following areas of 
knowledge and skills (claims) in ELA/Literacy:
 Reading
 Writing
 Listening
 Research/Inquiry

BACKGROUND
Areas of Knowledge and Skills Measured
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BACKGROUND
Areas of Knowledge and Skills Measured

BACKGROUND
Comparisons to CMT/CAPT are not advised because the 

tests are dramatically different
The following information has been previously shared with 

parents:
 These standards are new, and they are higher.  As a result, it will take time for students 

to master these new standards.  The number of students performing at grade-level 
proficiency may appear to be lower compared to what it has been in years past.  
Scores will likely drop by one third or more. *

 It will be important to support parents and students in understanding the new 
assessment results.  Without this support from educators, parents and students may 
perceive their results as a “drop” in test scores, when it should be viewed as baseline 
results against more rigorous standards.*

 Lower results are not indicative that students are not learning and a level playing field 
ensures that all students will face the same challenge. In fact, students will be better 
prepared to successfully compete in the global workforce upon graduation from high 
school and/or college because of learning the Common Core.*  

*Source:  CSDE CCSS Communications Toolkit Summer 2013
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BACKGROUND
Four levels of classification

BACKGROUND
Scale scores are used to determine which level a 

student’s score falls into 

Achievement Level Scale Score Thresholds
Level 1:        

Does Not Meet
Level 2:  

Approaching
Level 3:       
Meets

Level 4:  
Exceeds

3 2114-2366 2367-2431 2432-2489 2490-2623
4 2131-2415 2416-2472 2473-2532 2533-2663
5 2201-2441 2442-2501 2502-2581 2582-2701
6 2210-2456 2457-2530 2531-2617 2618-2724
7 2258-2478 2479-2551 2552-2648 2649-2745
8 2288-2486 2487-2566 2567-2667 2668-2769
11 2299-2492 2493-2582 2583-2681 2682-2795

3 2189-2380 2381-2435 2436-2500 2501-2621
4 2204-2410 2411-2484 2485-2548 2549-2659
5 2219-2454 2455-2527 2528-2578 2579-2700
6 2235-2472 2473-2551 2552-2609 2610-2748
7 2250-2483 2484-2566 2567-2634 2635-2778
8 2265-2503 2504-2585 2586-2652 2653-2802
11 2280-2542 2543-2627 2628-2717 2718-2862

ELA

Math
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2014-2015 DEMOGRAPHICS
Total students tested with Smarter Balanced in grades 3 to 8 

and 11=9,391
 Gender

 Male=4,729 (50.4%)
 Female=4,662 (49.6%)

 EL=1,277 (13.6%)
 Special Education=1,622 (17.3%)
 Both EL and Special Education=375 (4.0%)
 Economically Disadvantaged=7,548 (80.4%)
 High Needs=7,871 (83.8%)
 Race/Ethnicity  

 Data collection and reporting changed in 2010-2011 in accordance with federal 
guidelines
 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander was added
 Non-Hispanic students are allowed to be classified as two or more races

 Hispanic/Latino of Any Race=4,817 (51.3%)
 Black or African American=2,251 (24.0%)
 White=1,847 (19.7%)
 Two or more races=273 (2.9%)
 Asian=143 (1.5%)
 American Indian or Alaska Native=57 (0.6%)
 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander=3 (0.0%)

DISTRICT RESULTS 
BY GRADE
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
District – All Grades

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
District – MATH by Grade (Elementary)

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
District – MATH by Grade (Middle)

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
District – MATH by Grade (High)

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
District – ELA/Literacy by Grade (Elementary)

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level

29.1%

28.8%
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
District – ELA/Literacy by Grade (Middle)

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level

21.9%

27.9%
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
District – ELA/Literacy by Grade (High)

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level

28.4%
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
High Needs – All Grades

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
Special Education – All Grades

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS
EL – All Grades

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SCHOOL RESULTS
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Number 
Tested

%            
Meets/Exceeds 

(Level 3)

Count Row %

Rotella Interdistrict Magnet School 280 41.8%

Maloney Interdistrict Magnet School 252 32.1%

B. W. Tinker School 285 29.1%

Waterbury Arts Magnet School 436 25.7%

Wendell L. Cross School 150 21.3%

Carrington School 271 20.7%

Margaret M. Generali Elementary School 266 19.5%

Regan School 149 19.5%

F. J. Kingsbury School 262 17.9%

Washington School 160 17.5%

Reed School 240 16.7%

Woodrow Wilson School 155 14.8%

District 9183 13.3%

Bunker Hill School 223 12.6%

Duggan School 279 12.5%

H. S. Chase School 398 12.1%

Michael F. Wallace Middle School 1117 11.0%

John F. Kennedy High School 299 9.7%

Driggs School 218 9.6%

Hopeville School 200 9.0%

West Side Middle School 960 8.4%

Gilmartin School 313 8.3%

North End Middle School 967 6.5%

Sprague School 188 6.4%

Bucks Hill School 206 5.8%

Walsh School 222 3.2%

Crosby High School 286 3.1%

Wilby High School 280 2.1%

Enlightenment School 72 .0%

Outplacement 8 .0%

State Street School 41 .0%

Math
Ranked by Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding 

the Achievement Level

 
Number 
Tested

%            
Meets/Exceeds 

(Level 3)

Count Row %

Rotella Interdistrict Magnet School 280 65.0%

Waterbury Arts Magnet School 436 63.3%

Wendell L. Cross School 150 47.3%

Maloney Interdistrict Magnet School 252 46.4%

B. W. Tinker School 285 36.8%

John F. Kennedy High School 301 34.9%

Carrington School 271 34.2%

Margaret M. Generali Elementary School 266 33.8%

Reed School 239 31.0%

F. J. Kingsbury School 262 29.4%

Washington School 160 28.8%

Regan School 149 28.2%

Bunker Hill School 223 27.4%

Duggan School 279 26.5%

District 9166 26.1%

Wilby High School 277 21.3%

Michael F. Wallace Middle School 1114 21.2%

H. S. Chase School 397 21.2%

Gilmartin School 313 20.4%

North End Middle School 970 18.2%

Woodrow Wilson School 153 17.6%

Bucks Hill School 206 17.0%

West Side Middle School 955 16.2%

Driggs School 217 14.7%

Hopeville School 200 13.5%

Crosby High School 283 13.1%

Sprague School 187 12.8%

Walsh School 222 8.1%

Enlightenment School 69 2.9%

Outplacement 9 .0%

State Street School 41 .0%

ELA/Literacy
Ranked by Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding 

the Achievement Level

 

COMPARISON TO 
DISTRICT REFERENCE 

GROUP 
(DRG I)
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS 2014-2015
DRG I – All Grades

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS 2014-2015
DRG I – Grade 3

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS 2014-2015
DRG I – Grade 4

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS 2014-2015
DRG I – Grade 5

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS 2014-2015
DRG I – Grade 6

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS 2014-2015
DRG I – Grade 7

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS 2014-2015
DRG I – Grade 8

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE RESULTS 2014-2015
DRG I – Grade 11

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding the Achievement Level
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CMT/CAPT
SCIENCE ONLY

BACKGROUND
Students in grade 5, 8, and 10 
Test taken March 2015
Based on knowledge gained through 2014-

2015 school year
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BACKGROUND
Five levels of classification

2014-2015 CMT DEMOGRAPHICS
Total students tested with CMT in grades 5 and 8=2,833
 Gender

 Male=1,405 (49.6%)
 Female=1,428 (50.4%)

 EL=383 (13.5%)
 Special Education=573 (20.2%)
 Both EL and Special Education=120 (4.2%)
 Economically Disadvantaged=2,283 (80.6%)
 High Needs=2,385 (84.2%)
 Race/Ethnicity  

 Data collection and reporting changed in 2010-2011 in accordance with federal 
guidelines
 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander was added
 Non-Hispanic students are allowed to be classified as two or more races

 Hispanic/Latino of Any Race=1,425 (50.3%)
 Black or African American=695 (24.5%)
 White=578 (20.4%)
 Two or more races=70 (2.5%)
 Asian=48 (1.7%)
 American Indian or Alaska Native=16 (0.6%)
 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander=1 (0.0%)
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2014-2015 CAPT DEMOGRAPHICS
Total students tested with CAPT in grade 10=1,285
 Gender

 Male=655 (51.0%)
 Female=630 (49.0%)

 EL=152 (11.8%)
 Special Education=274 (21.3%)
 Both EL and Special Education=52 (4.0%)
 Economically Disadvantaged=972 (75.6%)
 High Needs=1,038 (80.8%)
 Race/Ethnicity 

 Data collection and reporting changed in 2010-2011 in accordance with 
federal guidelines
 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander was added
 Non-Hispanic students are allowed to be classified as two or more 

races
 Hispanic/Latino of Any Race=644 (50.1%)
 Black or African American=328 (25.5%)
 White=244 (19.0%)
 Two or more races=35 (2.7%)
 Asian=25 (1.9%)
 American Indian or Alaskan Native=6 (0.5%)
 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander=3 (0.2%)

DISTRICT RESULTS



WATERBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE, CMT AND CAPT RESULTS

T. Battistoni, Research and Testing; September 2015 21

Connecticut Mastery Test
District – SCIENCE All Grades
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DISTRICT RESULTS BY 
SUBGROUP

Connecticut Mastery Test
High Needs – SCIENCE All Grades
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Connecticut Mastery Test
Special Education – SCIENCE All Grades
Percentage of Students At or Above Goal
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SCHOOL RESULTS

Number 
Tested

% At/Above 
State Goal 
(Level 4)

Count Row %

Maloney 85 51.8%

Rotella 96 49.0%

Wendell Cross 55 43.6%

WAMS 110 40.9%

Tinker 87 29.9%

Outplacement 7 28.6%

Generali 106 26.4%

Wallace 358 24.6%

Duggan 98 23.5%

Carrington 52 23.1%

District 2764 21.7%

Gilmartin 100 21.0%

North End 347 18.4%

Kingsbury 82 18.3%

West Side 340 17.9%

Regan 51 17.6%

Chase 138 16.7%

Reed 68 16.2%

Bunker Hill 79 15.2%

Hopeville 78 14.1%

Driggs 78 11.5%

Sprague 53 11.3%

Washington 55 10.9%

Walsh 74 8.1%

Wilson 53 7.5%

Bucks Hill 74 4.1%

State Street 11 .0%

Enlightenment 29 .0%

 

Science
Ranked by Percentage of Students At or 

Above Goal
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Number 
Tested

% At/Above 
State Goal 
(Level 4)

Count Row %

Crosby 245 8.2%

WCA 213 3.8%

WAMS 116 3.4%

District 1174 3.1%

Wilby 269 1.1%

Kennedy 285 .4%

Outplacement 7 .0%

State Street 6 .0%

Enlightenment 33 .0%

 

Science
Ranked by Percentage of Students At or 

Above Goal

COMPARISON TO 
DISTRICT REFERENCE 

GROUP 
(DRG I)
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Connecticut Mastery Test 2014-2015
DRG I – SCIENCE
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What now?
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Action Steps 2015-16
ELA Focus: Content 

Claim #1 (Reading): How do we understand what we read?

Claim #2 (Writing): How do we write and present effectively?

Claim #3 (Speaking & Listening): How do we speak effectively? How do we listen 
critically?

Claim #4 (Research): What are effective and accurate methods of research?

Claim 1: Reading
Fundations K‐2 (Phonics Program)
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Professional Learning

▪Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments

▪Next Generation SAT

▪CCT‐Centric Lesson Design

▪K‐12 Curriculum Mapping

▪Standards‐based Scoring Tools

▪Literacy How ‐ Foundational Skills

▪CT State Department of Education
▪ K‐3 Literacy Expansion
▪ “Meeting the Challenge” Series

Action Steps 2015-16
ELA Focus: Building Teacher Capacity

Action Steps 2015-16
ELA Focus: Building Teacher Capacity

Return on Investment

• What is the evidence that our professional learning is increasing our adults 
effectiveness in ways that translate to enhance levels of student performance?

• What is the impact of the new learning on students?

Coaching Cycles

Student Output

Professional 
Learning
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Action Steps 2015-16
ELA Focus: Student Engagement

Relationships matter!

Effort matters!

Results matter!

Action Steps 2015-16
ELA Focus: Student Engagement

Engagement

Inquiry-based Experiential
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Action Steps 2015-16
ELA Focus: Student Engagement
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K – 8 District Math Focus

Problem Solving

Students will increase the ability to make sense of rich, complex 
problems, persevere in solving them, and provide evidence to 
communicate mathematical understanding.

▪Direct connection to Smarter Balanced Claims 2,3,4 and performance tasks

▪Required Learning Experiences aligned to standards and curriculum units utilizing a 3 
part problem solving lesson format

▪Performance task resources provided by the district

▪Task based District CFAs scored using a common rubric

▪Instructional decisions based on data and student work in IDT

▪District professional development will support the focus

Grades 3-5  i-Ready Pilot
Intervention, enrichment, differentiation

3 Adaptive, Diagnostic Tests
‐Data by domain, standard, grade level (above and below)

Individualized teacher‐led and online instruction  and practice based 
on diagnostic test

‐Groups children by similar needs
‐Recommends teacher‐led lessons
‐Provides students with online lessons

Reports ‐ Individual, class, school, district
‐Intervention, class performance, CCSSM etc.

Additional small group math blocks three times per week

ESH programs – Students more than 1 grade level below based on 
diagnostic 
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High School

Implementing State Algebra II and Geometry Curricula

‐12 High School teachers attended summer training

Established Year 1 scope and sequence for on level, honor courses

‐Create Algebra II and Geometry teams for curriculum, assessment, and PD work   

‐Create common mid terms, finals and CFAs from provided assessments and  monitor 
and utilize the data to make instructional decisions

Algebra 1

‐Adjusted scope and sequence for Year 3 implementation

‐Will adjust assessments accordingly

‐Grade 7 students will take an Algebra screener

‐Explore accelerated grade 6 and 7 curricula leading to Gr. 8 Algebra

Elementary School Science

▪Identification of key science person at each elementary school

▪Formation of a science council to improve communication, obtain 
feedback, disseminate new programs

▪Introduction of science‐based ELA units in kindergarten

▪Writing at least 1 science–based ELA unit for grades 1‐5

▪Grade 5 CMT to remain in effect through 2018.  Renewed 
emphasis on embedded tasks, test review, shared successful 
strategies

▪CT Invention Convention participation in extended school hours 
program
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Elementary School Science
Kindergarten Team Leader Training 9/14/15

Middle School Science

▪Identification of lead science teachers at each middle school

▪Completion and utilization of common quarterly assessments

▪Building capacity and understanding of NGSS

▪PDs to promote NGSS literacy

▪Initiate curriculum revision based on NGSS, once adopted

▪Grade 8 CMT to remain in effect through 2018.  Renewed 
emphasis on embedded tasks, test review, shared successful 
strategies



WATERBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SMARTER BALANCED BASELINE, CMT AND CAPT RESULTS

T. Battistoni, Research and Testing; September 2015 36

High School Science

▪Completion of chemical hygiene plan and training of chemical 
hygiene officers at each high school.  Retention of Dr. Ken Roy as 
consultant.

▪Completion and utilization of common quarterly assessments 

▪Building capacity and understanding of NGSS

▪PD’s to promote NGSS literacy

▪Initiate curriculum revision based on NGSS, once adopted

▪Grade 10 CAPT to remain in effect through 2018.  Renewed 
emphasis on embedded tasks, test review, shared successful 
strategies
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