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Summer Programs 

 Soar to Success, Maloney & Rotella Programs for students 

in grades K-4 

 Grade 5-6 Transitional Programming 

 Summer Bridge (8-9 Transitional Program) 

 Credit Retrieval at WAMS 
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Soar to Success 

 Leadership Director Pam Baim and Coordinator Michael Theriault 

 Site Administrators-Melissa Gugliotti, Dee Tomasella, Jennifer Rosser and Claudia Biello  

 Student Day July 6th to July 30th (Monday-Thursday for 4 weeks) 

 Breakfast 

 Academics from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

 Lunch & Recreation from 12:30 p.m - 2:30 pm. 

 All certified teachers  

 Teachers had to be trained in mClass in order to be eligible for summer school teaching 

positions. 
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Summer Slide 

The summer months provide an opportunity for the 

district to design programs that promote student 

learning via targeted intervention and enrichment.  

 

Students fall behind academically in what's often 

referred to as the "summer slide.” 
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Research 

 Most students lose about two months of grade level equivalency in mathematical 

computation skills over the summer months. Low-income students also lose more than 

two months in reading achievement, despite the fact that their middle-class peers make 

slight gains (Cooper, 1996).  

 More than half of the achievement gap between lower- and higher-income youth can 

be explained by unequal access to summer learning opportunities. As a result, low-

income youth are less likely to graduate from high school or enter college (Alexander et 

al, 2007).  

 Children lose more than academic knowledge over the summer. Most children—

particularly children at high risk of obesity—gain weight more rapidly when they are out 
of school during summer break (Von Hippel et al, 2007).  

         *www.summerlearning.org 
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Objective 

• To halt the summer slide for our most needy students 

and provide enriching activities. 
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Student eligibility 

 Students who were eligible for summer school had a red 

composite score in the mCLASS reading assessment in the 

Spring of 2014. 

 A red score indicates students are performing well-below 

benchmark and at high risk for limited reading success.  

 Students were eligible through the PPT process as stated on 

their IEP. 
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Design of program 

Academics 

 Differentiated instruction in reading 
and math 

 Curriculum designed to help support 
students in the upcoming fall 

 Small group instruction to support 
students on their most critical need 
based on Mclass scores. 

 Math practices implemented 
consistent with school year. 

 

Enrichment 
 Teambuilding exercises 

 Traditional games (Tag, kickball, relay races) 

 Playground activities 

 Yoga 

 Soccer 

 Basketball 

 Arts and crafts 

 Computer lab/technology 
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Math Data 

Growth 

All Grades 17% 

K 15% 

1 19% 

2 18% 

3 13% 

4 17% 
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Reading/ELA 
mCLASS Data from Spring 2014 to FALL 2015 

Levels 
Attended 

Summer School 

Did Not Attend 

Summer School 
Statistically Significant to 

Prevent Summer Slide 

Improved One or 
More Composite 
Levels 

Count 210 451 

% 30.9% 8.6% 
Yes 

Remained at Same 
Composite Level 

Count 461 3583 

% 67.9% 68.6% 

Yes 

Declined One or 
More Composite 
Levels 

Count 8 1192 

% 1.2% 22.8% 
Yes 
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Attendance & Survey Results 

 Average Daily Attendance was 84.9% 

 Parent Survey Results: 

• I am happy with the Waterbury Summer School Program -93% 

• Summer school program helps my child in reading-92% 

• Summer School program helps my child in math-89.3% 

• I am happy that my child was able to participate in summer school program 89.3% 

 Quotes about what parents liked about the program: 

• My child loved the afternoon recreation time 

• My child improvement in reading and math 

• I like that it prepared my child for next school year 

• My child is reading more at home 

• Breakfast and air conditioning 

• All of the staff was so nice 

• They had gym and outside play time 

• My son has more confident within himself when comes to reading and writing! you guys are awesome! 
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Communication  

 Every student brought home a copy of their attendance and 

academic data to bring home at the end of the session 

 

 All data from summer school was forwarded onto the receiving 

school and teacher 
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Maloney 

 16 Day Program (Kindergarten through grade 4) 

 Mon-Thurs. July 6th to July 30th  Hours 8:30-11:30  

 Students rotate from Reading, Math and Technology while learning about different cultures 

 131 students in Grades K-4 attending  

 Whole school math program improved from an average of 40% on the pretest to 60% on the post 
test. 

 Whole school reading program -   

 Kindergarten – increased on Phoneme Segmentation Fluency from  50 to 54 

 First Grade – increased on Correct Letter Sounds from  96 to 105    

 Second Grade – increased from reading 60 to 65 words per minute 

 Third/Fourth Grade – increased from reading 82 to 90 words per minute                                              
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Rotella 

 16 day program (PK through grade 3)   

 Monday – Thursday – July 6th to July 30th from 8:00am to 12pm 

 “Family” theme was the focus for the 2015-2016 school year. 

 Academic Program - Students rotated – Reading, Math, and Art integration rotation with math and reading 

 Enrichment Program  Students rotated through 3 classes selecting their top 3 choices ( most were able to get at least 2 of their 3 choices): 

Musical theater, dance, visual arts, movement, reader’s theater, technology/media, quilting, and cooking 

 Students attending Academic Program: 43  Enrichment Program 164         total students attending summer school - 207 

Academic Program 

 Pre-K students – recognize alphabet names and shapes – math number recognition 

 100% of the students increased in alphabet names, shapes, and number recognition  

 Kindergarten through grade 3 – whole group- Mathematical Practice 3 modeling- small group by students’ needs and Dream Box 

Computer Program 

 Kindergarten  through grade 3 Reading – Whole group comprehension – small group students’ individual needs – fluency& accuracy and 

Lexia  

 94% of the students increased in fluency and accuracy 
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5th to 6th Transition Basics 

 All students who applied were accepted and planned for 

at each comprehensive middle school 

 The program was Monday-Thursday, 8AM-12PM (4 weeks) 

 190 students attended with over a 90% attendance rate 

 New CT Core Standards aligned curriculum 
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5th to 6th Grade Transition Program 
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One of the keys to ensuring a successful middle school experience is a positive transition from 
elementary school.  This program provided students with: 

 The opportunity to preview the middle school experience while also working toward the 
applicable skill sets which define sixth grade learning expectations embedded in the 
standards.   

 Students learned and practiced school-wide PBIS expectations and routines for transitions 
and behavior.   

 Students also worked on organizational strategies and study skills, such as note-taking, 
annotation, and citation.   

 They also developed their social character and leadership skills while being exposed to the 
support services available.   



Summer Bridge 

 The Gear UP/WPS 8 to 9 Transition ELA Summer Program is a project-based program 
designed with the learning principles of college and career readiness in mind. The 
curricular structure is designed to apply particular emphasis on the four pillars of 
leadership: effective communication, resiliency/grit, goal setting, and preparation 
(leading to college and career readiness). The intent of the program is to build social 
character, while providing applicable academic support- all necessary components to 
ensure a seamless transition to high school.  

 Summer Bridge was housed at each comprehensive high school and Waterbury Career 
Academy (Kennedy was at NVCC due to construction) and  

 The Bridge Program was 16 days (July 6-27) 

 67% of students earned the 0.5 credit for regular attendance and passing 
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Credit Retrieval 

 Summer school was housed at WAMS and ran 16 days (July 6-27) 

 Students in danger of failing are identified by guidance and a letter goes out with the 

final report card. This is followed up by a phone call from the school counselor.  

• Students must attend every day and pass the class to receive credit  

• Traditional Summer School         134 out of 141 students received credit 

• Edgenuity               36 out of 39 received credit 
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Questions? 
Questions? 
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