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WATERBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION
MINUTES ~ REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, September 16, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Meeting via ZOOM

In an effort to adhere to social distancing guidelines, this meeting was held without normal in-person
public access. However, the meeting was broadcasted live on the City of Waterbury’s Government
Access Channel (Comcast 96, Frontier 6096), streamed live at https://youtu.be/70xRfyaEQbM or listened
or listened to via teleconference by calling 1-203-590-9756,

PRESENT: President Pagano, Commissioners Brown, Harvey, Hernandez,
Nardozzi, Orso, Serrano-Adorno, Sweeney, and Van Stone.

ABSENT: Commissioner Stango.

ALSO PRESENT: Superintendent Verna D. Ruffin, Chief Financial Officer Doreen
Biolo, Assistant Superintendent Jade Gopie, Director of Pupil
Services Miguel Pabon, Chief Academic Officer Darren
Schwartz, Attorney Tara Shaw, and Director of
Communications Sujata Wycoff.

1. SILENT PRAYER

President Pagano called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with a moment of silence.

SUPERINTENDENT: In our moment of silence this evening let us remember former
members of the Waterbury Public Schools education community who have passed
away:

e Analee Guzman: 12th grade student at Wilby High School, passed away on
August 12, 2021.

e Lida Pelletier: Former music teacher at Wilby High School for 24 years, passed
away on August 31, 2021.

e Thelma Lussier. Former aide with Waterbury Public Schools, passed away on
September 10, 2021.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

Commissioner Van Stone led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

3. ROLL CALL

CLERK: Commissioner Brown.
BROWN: Here.

CLERK: Vice President Harvey.
HARVEY: Here.

CLERK: Commissioner Hernandez.
HERNANDEZ: Here.


https://youtu.be/70xRfyaEQbM
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CLERK: Commissioner Nardozzi.
NARDOZZI: Here.

CLERK: Commissioner Orso.

ORSO: Here.

CLERK: Commissioner Serrano-Adorno.
SERRANO-ADORNO: Here.

CLERK: Commissioner Stango (absent). Commissioner Sweeney.
SWEENEY: Here.

CLERK: Commissioner Van Stone.

T. VAN STONE: Present.

CLERK: President Pagano.

PAGANO: Present.

4. COMMUNICATIONS

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to receive and place on file the following
communications:

a) Copy of communications dated August 16, 2021 from Civil Service certifying
Kenesha Tomlinson-Talbert and Ashley Noscenzo for the position of
Paraprofessional, Richard Smith for the position of Maintainer I, and Ligia Ramos
for the position of Attendance Counselor.

b) Copy of communications dated August 18, 2021 from Civil Service certifying
Juliana Barron and Asia Montgomery for the position of Paraprofessional.

c) Copy of communications dated August 19, 2021 from Civil Service certifying
Maegan Ortiz, Lynthaina Pauleus, Luz Huyghue Galvez, and Karla Carrasquillo
for the position of Paraprofessional and Michael Rosa for the position of
Maintainer I.

d) Email communication dated August 19, 2021 from Drew Serrano regarding
current issues.

e) Email communication dated August 20, 2021 from CABE regarding Policy
Highlights.

f) Copy of communications dated August 23, 2021 from Civil Service certifying Lisa
Shanahan for the position of Paraprofessional and Jacqueline Thomas for the
position of School Secretary.

g) Copy of communication dated August 23, 2021 from Civil Service to Adrijana
Redzepi regarding offer of employment as Food Service Worker.

h) Copy of communication dated August 24, 2021 from Civil Service certifying Evan
Pisano for the position of Maintainer 1.
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Email communication dated August 27, 2021 from Jason Ward regarding
concerns about in-person learning.

Email communication dated August 27, 2021 from Drew Serrano regarding
recent mask study.

Copy of communications dated August 30, 2021 from Civil Service to Sharon
Morales, Ebony Jackson, Rukiye Basaran, Charina Fernandez de Rosado,
Nermin Ismaili, Lyz Rosas Rodriguez, Lauren Davino, regarding offer of
employment as Food Service Worker.

Email communication dated September 1, 2021 from Christina Wixted regarding
International School bus issue.

m) Email communication dated September 3, 2021 from CABE regarding Policy

n)

0)

p)

aq)

Highlights.

Email communication dated September 6, 2021 from Drew Serrano regarding
vaccine information.

Email communication dated September 8, 2021 from Kimkelly Myers regarding
bussing to New Haven Magnet Schools.

Email communication dated September 8, 2021 from Tim Moynahan regarding
how and what should children be taught in their homes and in schools.

Email communication dated September 9, 2021 from Mary-Ann Sagnella
regarding Grading Policy.

Email communication dated September 10, 2021 from Tim Moynahan regarding
educating children.

Email communication dated September 13, 2021 from Tim Moynahan regarding
special election in Guilford.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to approve the minutes of August 19, 2021
Regular Meeting, September 2, 2021 Workshop, and September 2, 2021 Special
Meeting.

6.

PUBLIC ADDRESSES THE BOARD

The public was offered the opportunity to address the Board during the public portion of the
meeting by calling 1-203-590-9756 between 6:00 and 6:15 p.m.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to suspend the regular order of business at
6:34 p.m. to allow the public to address the Board.
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Angelica Izquierdo of Edgewood Avenue, stated she’s aware of the shortage of staff for
special education services. Her child is supposed to receive speech services and would
like to know the plan for receiving the services shorted.

Todd Sipperly of Circular Avenue, Waterbury, spoke in opposition to extending the
COVID grading system.

Jack Sipperly of Circular Avenue, Waterbury, stated he is disappointed the COVID
grading policy will be extended. He feels a lot of kids put a lot of effort in while others
do not.

Roberta Christino of West Main Street, Waterbury, spoke about academic rigor and
experiences with education.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to return to the regular order of business at
6:47 p.m.

7. SUPERINTENDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Ruffin shared a PowerPoint presentation with the Board with information on the
following:

First day of School Update

U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona’s Visit
Healthcare Symposium at Wilby High School
Transportation

8. PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

President Pagano thanked Vice President Harvey for filling in for him at the last
Workshop.

9. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES' COMMENTS

There were no student representatives present.

PAGANO: Does anyone wish to remove an item from the Consent Calendar?

President Pagano proceeded to read the Consent Calendar, Items 10.1 through 10.5.

10. CONSENT CALENDAR

Upon a motion by Commissioner Harvey and duly seconded by Commissioner
Serrano-Adorno, it was voted unanimously to approve the Consent Calendar,
items 10.1 through 10.5 as listed:

10.1 The Committee on Finance moves that the Waterbury Board of Education
approve Amendment One to the Agreement with Connecticut Junior Republic
Association, Inc., to provide services for students with disabilities.
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10.2 The Committee on Finance moves that the Waterbury Board of Education
approve Amendment Two to the Agreement with University of Saint Joseph
(Gengas Center) to provide education services to students with disabilities.

10.3 The Committee on Finance moves that the Waterbury Board of Education
approve Amendment Two to the Agreement with Adelbrook, Inc. to provide
education services to students with disabilities.

10.4 The Committee on Building & School Facilities moves that the Waterbury Board
of Education approve the use of school facilities, at no charge, by the following
school organizations and/or City departments:

GROUP FACILITIES AND DATES/TIMES

Human Resources Kennedy Café: Friday, September 10, 2:00-5:30 pm
L. Criscuolo (Maintainer | exam)

*Pension & Benefits ~ Wilby: Monday, October 4, 1:00-4:00 pm

H. Boyd Kennedy: Tuesday, October 5, 1:00-4:00 pm

Crosby: Thursday, October 7, 1:00-4:00 pm
Career Academy: Friday, October 8, 1:00-4:00 pm
(Flu & Biometric Testing Clinic for city employees,
all to be held in the school’s parking area)

10.5 The Committee on Building & School Facilities moves that the Waterbury Board
of Education approve the use of school facilities by groups and organizations
subject to fees and insurance as required:

GROUP FACILITIES AND DATES/TIMES

REQUESTING WAIVERS:

Knights of Lithuania ~ St. Joe’s gym: Sunday, September 19, 9:30am to 12:00pm

M. Warren (meeting and awards ceremony) ($147)
Kingsbury Reunion Kingsbury gym & school yard: Saturday, August 27, 2022

C. Awwad 1:00pm to 8:00pm (Kingsbury Class of 1975) ($336)
Bunker Hill Reunion Bunker Hill classroom, café: Saturday, October 9, 2021

J. Humphrey 10:30am to 2:00pm (Bunker Hill 50t Reunion) ($189)
Wtby. P.ALL. Kennedy gym: Saturday, November 20, 12:00pm to 12:00am

Officer. C. Amatruda  (Wrestling Event) ($1,638)
Witby. Knights Career Academy gym: Saturdays, 9/18-10/30 10am - 2pm

S. Clements (cheerleading practice) ($1,050)
*Town Plot Sports Duggan gym: Saturday & Sunday, 8:30am - 12:30pm,

D. Cronin Sept. thru March 13 (basketball program) ($9,660)
*Town Plot Sports Duggan gym: Saturday & Sunday, 9/18/21-3/13/22, 8:30am — 12:30pm
D. Cronin (basketball program) ($9,660)

GROUPS NOT SUBJECT TO FEES OR WAIVER DUE TO TIME OF USE OR PREVIOUS WAIVER:
Historic Overlook Comm. Club  Kingsbury room: September 23

M. Conard 7:00pm — 8:00pm (monthly meeting)

Upper Fulton Park

Neighborhood Assoc./M. Ciarlo. Kingsbury room: September 21 (monthly meeting)
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Witby. Knights Kingsbury gym: 9/20 - 12/10  5:30 - 8:30 pm
S. Clements Driggs gym: 9/20 - 12/10 5:30 - 8:30 pm

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. (cheerleading practice)
DMT Sports Hopeville gym: 9/20/21 to 5/31/22 Mon. thru Fri.
D. Thomas 5:30 — 8:30 pm (Cheerleading practice)
Wiby. Youth Football & Generali gym: 9/20 to 12/10/21 Mon, Wed, Fri.
Cheerleading/T. Inabinettt 5:30 to 8:30 pm (Cheerleading practice)
*Town Plot Sports WSMS gym: Wednesdays, 9/29/21 — 3/9/22
D. Cronin 5:30-8:30 pm (basketball program)

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT

There were no items removed from the Consent Calendar.

12.

12.1

12.2

13.

13.1

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Upon a motion by Commissioner Orso and duly seconded by
Commissioner Harvey, it was voted unanimously to approve of First
Amendment to the Agreement with Milestone C, LLC., increasing the total
amount of the contract by $149,324.00, to provide Aerospace, Engineering
and Computer Science Curriculum.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Orso and duly seconded by
Commissioner Brown, it was voted unanimously to approve a Professional
Services Agreement with Trinity Health of New England to provide
ambulance services for high school football games, subject to any non-
substantive changes approved by the Corporation Counsel’s office.

COMMITTEE ON POLICY & LEGISLATION

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by
Commissioner Harvey, it was voted, by roll call vote, to approve the new
Policy C-03, COVID Grading School Year 2021/2022, as distributed and
attached. Said policy is specific to the grading formula only and all other
provisions in Board policies 5146.1, 5146.11, and 5146.111 remain in effect
for the 2021-22 School Year.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
Yeas: Commissioners Brown, Harvey, Hernandez, Nardozzi, Orso,
Serrano-Adorno, Sweeney, and President Pagano — 8
Nays: Commissioner Van Stone — 1

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to convene into executive session at 7:43p.m.
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for discussion concerning the appointment, employment, performance,
evaluation, health, or dismissal of a public officer or employee.

PRESENT: Commissioners Brown, Harvey, Hernandez, Nardozzi, Orso, Pagano,
Serrano-Adorno, Sweeney, and Van Stone.

ALSO PRESENT: Dr. Ruffin and Attorney Tara Shaw.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to return to the regular order of business at
7:53 p.m. with no votes taken.

14. COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL PERSONNEL

14.1 Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by
Commissioner Harvey, it was voted unanimously, by roll call vote, to
approve the lateral transfer request of LISA M. ROMANO from Talent &
Professional Development Supervisor to the position of Academic
Academy Program Supervisor as recommended by the Superintendent of
Schools.

14.2 Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by
Commissioner Harvey, it was voted unanimously, by roll call vote, to
approve the appointment of JAMIE A. MILLER as Supervisor of Special
Education as recommended by the Superintendent of Schools.

15. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

15.1 Upon a motion by Commissioner Harvey and duly seconded by
Commissioner Brown, it was voted, by roll call vote, to approve of the Year
Three Performance Bonus in accordance with the 2018-2021 Employment
Agreement with Dr. Verna D. Ruffin.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
Yeas: Commissioners Brown, Harvey, Hernandez, Orso, Serrano-Adorno,
Sweeney, and President Pagano — 7
Nays: Commissioner Van Stone — 1
Abstentions: Commissioner Nardozzi — 1

16. SUPERINTENDENT’S NOTIFICATION TO THE BOARD

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to receive and place on file items 16.1 through
16.6, Superintendent’s Notification to the Board, as listed:

16.1 Athletic appointments:
Calo, Dylan — CHS Assistant Football Coach, effective 09/07/21.
Frank, Elizabeth — NEMS Assistant Swimming Coach, effective 08/30/21.
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Before and After School Program appointments funded by Priority School District

Grant:

Name Position Location

Crane, Evan Lead teacher Walsh

Yaffe, Kenneth Teacher Walsh

Justs, Patricia Sub. Teacher Walsh

Riccio, Timothy Sub. Teacher Walsh

Lubus, Nicole Sub. Teacher Walsh

Anglin, Seritha AM/PM Assistant Walsh

Walker, Bernice PM Assistant Walsh

Sullivan, Donna Teacher-Assistant | Maloney

Teacher new hires:

Name Position School DOH
Lindsay (Sherwood) Moeller | Special Educ. Reed 8/23/21
Thomas Albanese Elementary Hopeville 8/23/21
Karyn Alberstadt Reading/ELA NEMS 8/30/21
Allison Anulewicz Elementary Regan 8/23/21
Diane Arce Math W. Cross 8/23/21
Brianna Barkauskas School Counselor | W. Cross 8/23/21
Karen Beitler Science WAMS 8/23/21
Katie Besemer Elementary Duggan 8/23/21
Amanda Bessette Special Educ. Chase 8/23/21
Eva Norinne Betjemann Library Media WAMS 8/23/21
Nicole Bolduc Elementary Chase 8/23/21
Connor Boman Technical Educ. WCA 8/23/21
Stephanie Bosworth Social Studies Kennedy 8/23/21
Allyson Bourassa Elementary W. Cross 8/23/21
Vani Brijendra Singh Elementary Duggan 8/23/21
Dorothea Broughton Fine Arts Chase 8/23/21
Ryan Budd PE/Health NEMS 8/23/21
Tyler Caisse Perf. Arts (Theater) | WAMS 8/23/21
Hee Jae (Clara) | Choi Elementary Hopeville 8/23/21
James Christopher Reading/ELA Crosby 8/23/21
Siobhan Comeau-Russell Special Educ. W. Cross 8/23/21
Aida Curevac Special Educ. Maloney 9/7/21
Jack Curry Reading/ELA WMS 8/23/21
Mimoza Demollari Elementary Kingsbury 8/23/21
Molly DePaiva Social Studies WAMS 8/23/21
Vanessa Despres Science WAMS 8/23/21
Gregory Doms Social Studies NEMS 8/23/21
Nick Drabik Performing Arts Kennedy 8/23/21
Kira Eleveld School Counselor | Walsh 8/23/21
Shiren Elnemr Elementary Generali 8/23/21
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Kaitlyn Facile Early Childhood Bucks Hill Annex | 8/23/21
Natalie Fagerlund School Counselor | WSMS 8/23/21
Marny Fappiano Elementary Maloney 8/30/21
Matthew Gambardella Performing Arts W. Cross 8/23/21
Melissa Geffken Elementary WMS 8/23/21
Sherrie Gemmell Reading/ELA NEMS 8/23/21
Hayley Gilmore Elementary Maloney 8/23/21
George Gomes Science WCA 8/23/21
Andrea Gomez Computer Techn. NEMS 8/23/21
Haley Grabowski School Counselor | WMS 8/23/21
Rebecca Hart Special Educ. Generali 8/23/21
Gabrielle Hayes Reading/ELA NEMS 8/23/21
Aaron Heron Social Studies Kennedy 8/23/21
Lisa Hulteen Special Educ. Generali 8/23/21
Sarah Jaeger Elementary Driggs 9/7121

Melissa Johnson PE/Health WAMS 8/23/21
Jillian Jusino Math Wilby 8/23/21
Shelly Kemp Technical Educ. Wilby 8/23/21
Margaret Kennelly School Counselor | Sprague 8/23/21
Daria Krizan Elementary Maloney 8/23/21
Maria Labati Elementary International 8/23/21
Nina LaBrie Elementary International 8/23/21
Nina LaBrie Elementary International 8/23/21
George LaChance Numeracy WMS 8/23/21
Janine Laurent Special Educ. W. Cross 8/23/21
Jennifer Lenzen Elementary Washington 8/23/21
Era Lloga Performing Arts Reed 8/23/21
Allison Loiselle Reading/ELA WSMS 8/23/21
Jessica Longo Elementary Chase 8/30/21
Thomas Lovell Science NEMS 8/23/21
Molly MacDuff Reading/ELA W. Cross 8/23/21
Mary Machado Elementary Rotella 8/23/21
Kassidy Manness Reading/ELA NEMS 8/23/21
Sarah McCartin Social Studies W. Cross 8/23/21
Brian McCauley Special Educ. WCA 8/23/21
Bernadette Mecca Elementary Duggan 8/23/21
Rebecca Mendela Elementary Bunker Hill 8/23/21
Joan Miller Special Educ. Districtwide 8/23/21
Susan Miller Central Office Central Office 8/23/21
Cameron Neal Social Studies Crosby 8/23/21
Karena Nguyen School Counselor | Washington 8/23/21
Brooke Nightingale Fine Arts WMS 8/23/21
Andrea Pannoni Special Educ. Carrington 8/23/21
Lauren Parenteau Elementary Maloney 8/23/21
Kyle Pelletier Social Studies Reed 8/23/21
Sabrina Pierce Elementary Rotella 8/30/21
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Abigail Porco Math Wilby 8/23/21
Gina Poulin Reading/ELA NEMS 8/23/21
Vareesha Rahman School Counselor | Driggs 8/23/21
Christine Rangel Special Educ. Bunker Hill 8/23/21
Kayla Rinaldi Elementary Rotella 8/23/21
Pamela Rosa School Counselor | Reed 9/10/21
Tracy Scarborough Elementary Regan 8/23/21
William Schafer Elementary Hopeville 8/23/21
Evelyn Scott Special Educ. Central Office 8/23/21
Sheyenne Sgambati School Counselor | Regan 8/23/21
Kayla Shandra Science Wilby 8/23/21
Christian Shurtleff Social Studies Crosby 8/23/21
Aline Silva Early Childhood Bunker Hill 8/23/21
Michelle Spencer Early Childhood Rotella 8/23/21
Michelle Steuer Elementary Chase 8/23/21
Susan Thierer Elementary International 8/23/21
Anastasia Ugolik Elementary Reed 8/23/21
Jennifer Westerville School Counselor | Bunker Hill 8/23/21
Lara White Administration Central Office 8/26/21
Yhane Williams School Counselor | Wilson 8/23/21
Joanna Wojteczko School Counselor | Gilmartin 8/23/21
Michelle Yiznitsky PE/Health WAMS 8/23/21
Michelle Zeolla Reading/ELA CHS 8/23/21

Resignation rescission:
Turecek, Rachel — NEMS Art.

Resignations:
Borges, Laura — KHS Chemistry, effective 08/30/21.

Centeno-Figueroa, Vasti — Maloney/Reed ESL, effective 08/16/21.

Ciarlo, Ashley — NEMS Grade 6 Math, effective 08/25/21.
Crimi-Buffa, Tara — Gilmartin Psychologist, effective 08/17/21.
Cummings, Thomas — WMS SEL Counselor, effective 09/17/21.
Cusano, Brooke — WMS Special Education, effective 08/20/21.
Demers, Heather — Washington Grade 4, effective 09/16/21.
Doiron, Nicole — WSMS ELA Grade 6, effective 09/08/21.
Doyle, Brittany — Sprague Grade 4, effective 09/09/21.

Durante, Janelle — Walsh Grade 5, effective 08/19/21.

Dzikas, Anastasia — Sprague PreK, effective 08/30/21.

Finlay, Kelly — Generali Grade 4, effective 08/20/21.

Gomez, Andrea — NEMS Computer, effective 10/04/21.

Hanley, Eileen — Maloney Special Education, effective 08/20/21.
Kieran, Brian — WHS Technology Education, effective 08/23/21.
Lerz, Darlene — Chase Grade 1, effective 08/17/21.

Levasseur, Justine — Washington Special Education, effective 09/13/210

Mancini, Jacqueline — Maloney Grade 2, effective 08/20/21.
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Oliver-Miccio, Audra — WHS Special Education, effective 09/02/21.
Pearson, Jennifer — Rotella Grade 1, effective 08/20/21.

Peschke, Marcy — Chase PE/Health, effective 09/24/21.

Pepe, Thomas — CHS Science, effective 08/20/21.

Protz, Steven — WHS Math, effective 08/23/21.

Rodrigues, Cindy — Washington Special Education, effective 09/10/21.
Rosenblum-Shevis, Barbara — WMS Grade 7 Math, effective 08/20/21.
Ruggiero, Candice — Reed PreK Special Education, effective 08/08/21.
Saharan, Renu — WHS Special Education, effective 09/15/21.
Samuels, Julia — Enlightenment Social Worker, effective 08/31/21.
Sheetz, Lucia — Driggs Grade 3, effective 08/25/21.

Stotler, Natasha — WMS ESL, effective 08/25/21.

Sudell, Steven — WAMS Technology Education, effective 09/01/21.
Thompson, Kylene — Enlightenment Art, effective 08/20/21.

Vogt, Ashley — Enlightenment Social Studies, effective 08/23/21.
White, Nancy — NEMS Special Education, effective 09/10/21.
Zanauskas, Brandon — Sprague Art, effective 08/18/21.

Retirements:

DeCarlo, Michael — Reed Special Education, effective 06/30/22.

Manning, Lisa — Bucks Hill Annex Special Education PreK, effective 10/01/21.
Perez, Josefa — Hopeville Bilingual Reading, effective 12/23/21.

ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion by Commissioner Hernandez and duly seconded by
Commissioner Orso, it was voted unanimously to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.

( y, J
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Board of Education

This meeting in its entirety may be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70xRfyaEQbM&t=1928s
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