
Welcome to Year 1!



Who is who?

Miss Renfree: Class Teacher

Teaching Assistants:
Mrs Thomas (Monday)
Mrs Wheller (Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday)
Friday TBC
Mrs Mundy (1:1 support, Monday-Friday)
PPA Time:
Tuesday PM (Covered by Mrs Wheller)



Core Learning:

• Transition to Year 1

• Play based exploration of 

Traditional Tales

• PSHE focus on the core value of 

kindness, exploring what is a 

growth mind-set and back to school 

expectations

• Geography- London: Why is London a 

Special Place?

Cross Curricular Learning

Art/DT: Georgia O’Keeffe and David 

Hockney

Science: An introduction to materials

Key Texts: 

• Hansel and Gretel

• Goldilocks and the Three Bears

• Enormous Turnip

• A selection of Traditional Tales

Autumn Term 1
‘Once Upon a Time’



Key Texts: 

• Lost in the toy museum

• Dogger

• Traction Man

• Paddington in London

Cross Curricular Learning

Art/DT: Designing and making toys from the past, toys in the future. 

Science: Describing properties, testing properties and toy materials.

Core Learning

• To learn about toys past and present

• Story writing

• Writing in past tense, using past tense 

verbs

Autumn Term 2
‘A History of Toys’



Key Texts:

• Beegu

• Bob the Man on the Moon

• Space Poetry

Cross Curricular Learning:

Art/DT: Introduction to Paul Klee. Exploring line, colour, shape and mark 

making

Science: Seasonal Changes

Core Learning

• To name and locate the four 

countries and their capital cities. 

• Space poetry

• STEM Week: introduce Spring 2 topic 

(transport) by creating Viking 

longboats to sail

Spring 1
‘To Infinity and beyond’



Key Texts:

• Mrs Armitage Queen on the 

Road

• Mrs Armitage on Wheels 

Cross Curricular Learning:

Art/DT: Designing Mrs Armitage’s new bike!

Science: Seasonal Changes

Core Learning:

• Mrs Armitage on Wheels- I can retell the story. 

• Mrs Armitage on Wheels- I can design Mrs 

Armitage a new bike!

• Mrs Armitage Queen on the Road- I can write a 

thank you letter to Uncle Cosmo.

• Changes to Transport.

• Comparing and predicting future travel. 

Spring 2
‘Travel and Transport’



Summer 1 and 2
‘Stories in Secret Places’



Key Texts:

• The Secret Garden 

Cross Curricular Learning:

Art/DT: An introduction to Henri Matisse. Designing and creating our own secret 

gardens!

Science: Animals, Plants and Humans

Core Learning:

• Retelling a familiar story (The Secret 

Garden)

• Lots of room for role-play

• Phonics Focus in preparation for 

Phonics Screening Check in June 2023

Summer 1
‘Stories in Secret Places: The Secret 

Garden’



Key Texts:

• The Wind in the Willows 

Cross Curricular Learning:

Art/DT: Nature Sculptures

Science: Animals, Plants and Humans

Core Learning:

• Location, Location, Location Week

• The Wind in the Willows School Trip 

to the River Ouse

• Writing a recount of our trip

• Phonics Screening Check

• Sports Week

• Transition Week

Summer 1
‘Stories in Secret Places: The Wind in 

the Willows’



Weekly Timetable

This timetable is a general overview and is not always exactly the same each week. 

• Phonics
• Reading
• English
• Maths
• Science
• Handwriting
• Spellings
• Spanish
• Music
• PE
• Computing
• Topic
• Art
• PSHE
• Religious Education
• Mastering Number 

Scheme
• Fine Motor Activities
• Story Time
• Assemblies



Phonics

Phonics is the decoding, segmenting and blending of words. 

In the early years of a child’s education, Phonics is one of the most 
important and influential lessons in school and at home.

• Children should be reading and decoding words EVERYDAY in both 
settings.

• Children will be introduced to new sounds and rhymes which will 
be highlighted in weekly homework. Please practise these weekly.

• Children have one official assessment in June where they need to 
score an average of 32/40 words. We will do many mock tests 
throughout the year. 

• I will be timetabling a ‘Help your child with Phonics’ assembly. I 
will let you know as soon as a date is proposed.



play

neat

high

know

noon



Reading
At Home every day!

• Bug Club

• Children’s reading books 

• Story books

• Your own books

• Local library books

At School

Multi layered reading 
approach:

• Daily Phonics

• 1:2:1 with Class teacher/ TA

• Whole Class reading 

lessons

• Across the curriculum

• Reading assessments

• Comprehension 

Assessments

• Please write what books 
your child has read in 
their Reading Record. 

• Books will be changed 
weekly, according to their 
book change day



Reading

I am currently assessing children’s Reading through 
the Reading Scheme ‘PM Benchmarking’ 

Once they are completed, I will release a book change 
timetable and books will start to be taken home in 
their bookbags.

Children should bring their book bags in every day.



Pre-cursive Handwriting

• Working towards cursive handwriting

• Children are not expected to use this in 
all writing activities

• Handwriting lessons will                        
focus more on presentation

• English lessons will focus                  
more on content and grammar



Maths: Curriculum Overview



Maths: Fluency



Homework

From this week: 

• To be sent out on Seesaw every Friday

• Homework to be sent back via seesaw or 
in a paper form

• Verbal and/or feedback                         
given 



Dojo Reward System

We use Dojo Points everyday in 
the classroom to highlight 

children showing Blackthorns 
core values as well as amazing 
achievements in their core and 

foundations subjects!



• Topic words 

• KS1 Common Exception words to be sent 
out in weekly homework. In the 
following week, we will do dictation 
lessons practicing the spellings they 
have learned. 

• Sounds ~ from phonics                             
program



Curriculum areas

• Spanish with Mrs Robinson 
every Tuesday.

• Music with Mrs Moffatt every 
Thursday.



FOBS
Friends of Blackthorns (FoBs) is the Parent Teacher 
Association for Blackthorns Community Primary 

Academy.

Friends of Blackthorns - Blackthorns Community Primary Academy (blackthornsprimaryacademy.org.uk)

https://www.blackthornsprimaryacademy.org.uk/community/friends-of-blackthorns


Volunteers

At Blackthorns we love to welcome parents and families into 
school to help with different things in school, including 

gardening, reading and art work. We always appreciate more 
helpers and just ask that you complete a DBS check and attend 

a child protection workshop.

We often ask for parents to help with school trips and are 
very grateful for the support our helpers provide.

Please speak to the class teacher, Mr King or the office staff if 
you are interested in volunteering. 



E-Safety

Vodafone digital 
parenting
(http://www.vodafone.
com/content/parents.
html)

UK Safer Internet 
Centre
https://saferinternet.
org.uk/

Thinkuknow (CEOP)
http://www.thinkukno
w.co.uk/

Childline online 
(http://www.childline.
org.uk/Pages/Home.as
px)

Great site. Age-based checklists, advice, ‘How 
to’ guides, testimonials and other 
child/family-specific computer related 
content.

E-safety tips, advice and resources to help 
children and young people stay safe on the 
internet

Site used in school with areas for parents 
and carers.

Made for children, but highlights some of 
the issues faced by children and teenagers 
online today.

Click grey buttons to visit sites

Making your child’s online-life safer.

http://www.vodafone.com/content/parents.html
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/Pages/Home.aspx


What we need at School…
• Water Bottles need to be filled up

• Reading Records and reading books brought in 

every day

• Coats, jumpers, scarfs, hats ready for autumn and 

winter weather

• Sun hats and sun cream applied in summer 

• We provide a daily snack of fruit or vegetables 

that the children can choose



Key Information

• PE: Monday and Thursday. Please send 
children into school wearing their PE kit.

• Snacks: a fruit or vegetable snack please (we 
will provide snacks such as bananas, 
mandarins, apples and pears).

• Water bottles: Named water bottles.



Communication

If you have any messages regarding your child please 
contact the office via email on 

office@blackthornsprimaryacademy.org.uk or telephone 
01444 454866. I no longer use the ‘Inventors’ email. All 

communication goes through the office.

In the event of an urgent matter, please phone the office 
and a phone call/meeting can be arranged. 



Thank you! Are there any 
questions…

This PowerPoint will be uploaded to 
Seesaw.


