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School Board Policies



PENNCREST School 
Board Policies 
related to Bullying 
or Harassment

101 - Mission Statement/Vision Statement/Shared Values

103 - Discrimination/Title IX Sexual Harassment Affecting 
Students

104 - Discrimination/Title IX Sexual Harassment Affecting Staff

218 - Student Discipline

220 - Student Expression/Distribution and Posting of Materials

235 - Student Rights and Responsibilities

247 - Hazing

249 - Bullying/Cyberbullying Prevention

805 - Emergency Preparedness

815 - Acceptable Use of Internet, Computers and Network 
Resources

816 - District Social Media



Policy 249 - Bullying/Cyberbullying Prevention

Definitions
It is the intent of this policy that the term bullying include, 
but not be limited to, incidents that are reasonably 
perceived as being motivated either by any actual or 
perceived characteristic, such as gender, age, race, color, 
sexual orientation (known or perceived), gender identity 
expression (known or perceived), national origin, religion, 
disability, socioeconomic status and/or political beliefs.



Policy 249 - Bullying/Cyberbullying Prevention

Bullying means an intentional electronic, written, verbal or physical 

act or series of acts directed at another student or students, which 

occurs in a school setting and/or outside a school setting, that is 

severe, persistent or pervasive and has the effect of doing any of the 

following:[1]

1. Substantially interfering with a student’s education.

2. Creating a threatening environment. 

3. Substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school.

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13A&sctn=3&subsctn=1


Policy 249 - Bullying/Cyberbullying Prevention

Bullying, as defined in this policy, includes cyberbullying 
and the use of other forms of technological media, 
bystander support or encouragement of an act of bullying 
and more subtle indirect forms of bullying behavior such as 
exclusion and shunning by other students.
School setting means in the school, on school grounds, in 
school vehicles, at a designated bus stop or at any activity 
sponsored, supervised or sanctioned by the school.[1]

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13A&sctn=3&subsctn=1


Student & Family 
Information



Student Rights & Responsibilities (annual notices)

Title IX Notification -   Non-Discrimination Notice: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 
(Title IX) prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in all federally assisted education programs and 
activities, including interscholastic and co-curricular athletics. It is the policy of the PENNCREST 
School District to offer opportunities for participation in interscholastic and co-curricular athletic 
programs to male and female students on an equal basis and in accordance with federal and state 
laws and regulations. Title IX further prohibits discrimination and harassment based on sex. The 
PENNCREST School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. For more information regarding Title IX or to report a violation or 
file a complaint, please contact the District's Title IX Compliance Officer. Title IX complaints must be 
referred to:  Kenneth Newman, Assistant Superintendent, Title IX Coordinator; PENNCREST School 
District, 18741 State hwy 198; P.O. Box 808, Saegertown, PA 16433-0808; Telephone: (814) 
337-1600



Student Rights & Responsibilities (annual notices)

Safe and Inclusive Learning Environment - The PENNCREST School District believes 
in the fundamental convictions that all individuals are entitled to equal protection 
and equal opportunity to civil liberties. Any and all acts and omissions that 
discriminate against or profess bigotry, hatred or oppression of any race, ethnicity, 
religion, gender, or sexual orientation undermine our fundamental beliefs and 
promise of equal protection and justice. Our collective staff, students and residents 
will not tolerate prejudicial or discriminatory treatment of any student, employee, 
volunteer, board member or visitor. We will cooperatively work with individuals, 
community groups and civic organizations to create and uphold a school community 
where mutual respect, civility and common decency are demonstrated, enforced 
and afforded to all.



Code of Conduct (student handbook)

Bullying/Cyberbullying Prevention (policy 249)
Bullying means an intentional electronic, written, verbal or physical act or series of acts directed at another 
student or students, which occurs in a school setting and/or outside a school setting, that is severe, persistent or 
pervasive and has the effect of doing any of the following:

1. Substantially interfering with a student’s education
2. Creating a threatening environment
3. Substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school

Bullying includes cyber bullying and the use of other forms often technological media, bystander support or 
encouragement of an act of bullying and more subtle indirect forms of bullying behavior such as exclusion and 
shunning by other students. School setting means in the school, on school grounds, in school vehicles, at a 
designated bus stop or at any activity sponsored, supervised or sanctioned by the school. The district has 
implemented a Bully Prevention program and Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) program to 
educate students, staff and parents about bullying. Consequences for engaging in bullying behavior may include a 
combination of positive behavioral interventions and disciplinary interventions as deemed appropriate by the 
building principal. 



School Safety

https://www.pe
nncrest.org/dep
artments/school
-safety 

https://www.penncrest.org/departments/school-safety
https://www.penncrest.org/departments/school-safety
https://www.penncrest.org/departments/school-safety
https://www.penncrest.org/departments/school-safety


Translating Policy to Practice



Safe 2 Say Something 

https://www.penncrest.org/uploaded/PENNCREST/District/Departments/Safety/S2SS_presentation-2.pdf?1581091279856


Title IX

https://www.pe
nncrest.org/dist
rict/title-ix 

https://www.penncrest.org/district/title-ix
https://www.penncrest.org/district/title-ix
https://www.penncrest.org/district/title-ix


Title IX



Programs

K - 8     Second Step - Bullying 
Prevention Unit

K - 12   Olweus Bullying Prevention

K - 12   Positive Behavior Intervention 
Support (PBIS)



Grades K - 6 



Olweus
Bully Prevention

K-6

Overview

Posters in every classroom 

District bullying policy 249 posted in 
every classroom

On the spot interventions

Elementary counselors have an 
electronic form pushed out onto 
student iPads for them to discreetly fill 
out

Yearly survey for grades 3-5 



Second Step
Bully Prevention
Units 

K-6

Overview

https://www.secondstep.org/bullying-preventi
on

Scope and Sequence

https://assets.ctfassets.net/98bcvzcrxclo/5FC
tmMmIk86mm8iQ86mSek/070829f532f0de3d
08617399ce90acd5/BPU_Scope_and_Sequenc
e.pdf

20-30 minute daily blocks built into every 
grade level schedule

https://www.secondstep.org/bullying-prevention
https://www.secondstep.org/bullying-prevention
https://assets.ctfassets.net/98bcvzcrxclo/5FCtmMmIk86mm8iQ86mSek/070829f532f0de3d08617399ce90acd5/BPU_Scope_and_Sequence.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/98bcvzcrxclo/5FCtmMmIk86mm8iQ86mSek/070829f532f0de3d08617399ce90acd5/BPU_Scope_and_Sequence.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/98bcvzcrxclo/5FCtmMmIk86mm8iQ86mSek/070829f532f0de3d08617399ce90acd5/BPU_Scope_and_Sequence.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/98bcvzcrxclo/5FCtmMmIk86mm8iQ86mSek/070829f532f0de3d08617399ce90acd5/BPU_Scope_and_Sequence.pdf


Second Step Bully Prevention 



Second Step Bully Prevention 



Positive Behavior 
Intervention 
Support (PBIS)

K-12

Overview

Clear and concise expectations taught, 
retaught and acknowledged all day, 
everyday in every aspect of the 
classroom

Interventions for problem behaviors are 
based on data and function of behavior

Schools have site-based teams to make 
improvements

Yearly evaluation completed by IU5 
external coach, Kevin Webber



K - 12   Positive 
Behavior 
Intervention 
Support (PBIS)





High School Students 

Grades 7 - 12



Olweus
Bully Prevention

Bullying vs. Conflict Classroom Posters

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tsmxWjq1oULKFgZiIfBQ48spZ71ag5MYrrKt8J9Katw/edit?usp=sharing


SWPBIS
● Room and location specific 

expectations posted in each 
classroom.

● Building wide expectations once per 
week. 

● Small group interventions with 
students and/or parents.

● Counselor or SAP team member 
conflict resolution.



Olweus
Bully Prevention
K - 12

● Yearly student survey
○ See slides 31-34 for 

results



Response
● Investigate

○ Document Via Bully 
Log/Powerschool 

● Intervene
○ Mediate and problem solve to 

end behavior 
○ Referral  

■ SAP
■ Mediation/Counselor

○ Inform/train staff
○ Follow discipline matrix



Student Survey Results
Grades 3 - 12 
2020-2021 



Cambridge Springs Grades 3-12; 20-21 



Maplewood Grades 3-12; 20-21 



Saegertown Grades 3-12; 20-21 



Technology 



PENNCREST
Digital Citizenship
Committee

&

Lightspeed Alert

● Committee made up of 
administrators/teachers promoting 
and educating students/community 
on safe and proper use of 
technology

● Lightspeed Alert™: AI technology 
that scans and flags concerning 
indicators (suicide, cyberbullying, 
self-harm, and school violence) and 
sends alerts to designated district 
safety staff as well as Lightspeed 
Safety Specialists 24/7/365



This presentation is available at 
www.penncrest.org 

Thank You

http://www.penncrest.org

