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 Transcript

 Senior Schedules

 Standardized Tests

 What to Look For In A College

 What Colleges Are Looking For

 Researching Colleges

 Applying to Colleges

 Paying For Colleges

 Next Steps

TOPICS



 Transcript

 Standardized Test Scores

 Activities

 Recommendations

 Essay

WHAT COLLEGES ARE LOOKING FOR IN YOU





SAMPLE TRANSCRIPT



Course Catalog:

https://tinyurl.com/rms8edu

Select appropriately challenging courses.

Colleges will look at the courses that you 

select for senior year as well as your grades!

COURSES FOR SENIOR YEAR

https://tinyurl.com/rms8edu


 SAT/Subject Tests/ AP exams 

www.collegeboard.org

 ACT

www.actstudent.org

 SAT vs ACT

https://blog.prepscholar.com/a

ct-vs-sat

 Preparation

https://www.khanacademy.org/

sat

 Fee waivers available for 

those who qualify in College 

and Career Center 

 A practice ACT was offered 

at WPHS on Friday, January 

24th

 Utilize PSAT and practice 

ACT scores to determine 

which test is the best fit for 

you

STANDARDIZED TESTS

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-vs-sat
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat


Naviance / Family Connection

https://student.naviance.com/wphs

▪Contact your counselor if you do not have your 

login information

College Visits at White Plains High School

College Fair - County Center

Visit College Campuses

Big Future https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

RESEARCHING COLLEGES

https://student.naviance.com/wphs
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


Program

Location

Atmosphere

Activities

Cost

Anything that is important to you

is important in choosing a college

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A COLLEGE



Division I and II must register with the NCAA 
Clearinghouse - www.eligibilitycenter.org

Speak with your coaches about what level of 
college they can see you playing

D III = No Clearinghouse

http://www.espn.com/espnw/voices/article/18
171678/parenting-aspiring-college-athlete-
here-recruiting-process-really-like

STUDENT ATHLETES

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.espn.com/espnw/voices/article/18171678/parenting-aspiring-college-athlete-here-recruiting-process-really-like


 Common Application  www.commonapp.org

 University Application – University website

 Coalition Application 
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/

 SUNY APP 

https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply -to-suny/

 CUNY APP -
http://www2.cuny.edu/admissions/apply-to-cuny/

APPLYING TO COLLEGE

http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/
http://www2.cuny.edu/admissions/apply-to-cuny/


When applying to colleges, it is important to 

understand the different admissions options 

that each school offers and to carefully 

consider which option is the best fit for you.

WHEN DO YOU APPLY?



 Regular Decision: 

Students must submit an application by a specified date and 

they will receive a decision within a clearly stated period of 

time.  This is a non-binding admission plan.  If you are accepted 

to the college, you have until May 1st to decide if you will attend

 Rolling Admission:

No specific application deadline exists. Applications are 

reviewed as they are received, and admission decisions are sent 

out as they are determined.  If accepted, you have until May 1st 

to decide if you will attend. 

WHEN DO YOU APPLY?



 Early Action (EA):

Early Action applications typically have deadlines in November and 
December.  Students who apply through early action will  receive an 
admission decision earlier than the students who apply through 
regular decision.  This is a non -binding admission plan; if accepted, 
you have until  May 1st to decide if you will  attend.  You are 
permitted to apply to more than one college using early action.

 Early Decision (ED):

When applying under this plan you are making a commitment that if 
accepted, you will  withdraw all other college applications and 
attend that college.  You may only apply early decision to one 
school.  Deadlines for early decision are usually due in early 
November.  Early decision should only be used by students who have 
thoroughly researched college options, visited several campuses 
and discussed this decision at length with their family and their 
counselor. 

WHEN DO YOU APPLY?



 Restrictive Early Action (REA)

Dif fers from school to school. Some schools only allow you to 

apply Early to their institution, which prevents you from going 

ED or EA anywhere else. Others prevent you from going ED 

elsewhere but will allow you to go EA to other schools.

 Priority (PRI):

The definition of a priority deadline will vary from school to 

school. In general, applying by this deadline ensures that you 

will receive the best consideration for admission as well as for 

merit-based scholarships and invitations to special programs.  

In some cases applicants are required to apply by a priority 

deadline in order to be considered for scholarships or financial 

aid or to guarantee housing availability.

WHEN DO YOU APPLY?



 “Director’s Cut” “President’s Choice” “Fast App” 

“Priority Application”

 Often free, with no essay or letters of 

recommendations

 Speak with your counselor before deciding to use 

this type of application

“SPECIAL” APPLICATIONS



 CSS Profile - www.collegeboard.org/profile

 FAFSA - www.fafsa.ed.gov

 Financial Aid Night – At White Plains High School –

2020 Date is to be determined

 Net Price Calculator – on every college website

 MyIntuition - https://myintuition.org/schools/

PAYING FOR COLLEGE

http://www.collegeboard.org/profile
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://myintuition.org/schools/


FAFSA

2021-2022 FAFSA Application

The FAFSA launches on October 1, 2020

You’ll report 2019 tax information

There’s no need to update after filing 

2020 taxes



 Register and take standardized test (SAT / ACT)

 FEBRUARY – Schedule program planning with counselor

 MARCH – MAY - Schedule Individual college/post -secondary 
family meetings

 Submit Counselor College Questionnaire and Parent/Guardian 
Brag Letter: 
https://www.whiteplainspublicschools.org/Page/21039

 Request letters of recommendation from 2 teachers

 Email those teachers the request via Naviance and provide 
them with the Student Self Reflection Form 

 Develop the “colleges I’m thinking about” list on Naviance

 Explore summer opportunities. Look for a job, internship or 
volunteer position.

JUNIOR YEAR TIMELINE

https://www.whiteplainspublicschools.org/Page/21039


 Talk to your school counselor!

 Your counselor can help you with every aspect of 

college/post-secondary preparation covered in these 

slides, and a lot of other things that weren’t.

 We are here to ensure that your hard work pays off, 

not just in high school but in college and beyond.

LAST AND MOST IMPORTANT!


