
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 29, 2022 

Ten Avon High School Students are 2023 National Merit Commended Students 

National Merit Scholarship Program recognizes students for exceptional academic promise, 
outstanding performance 

Avon, Ind. – The National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) announced that 10 Avon High School 
(AHS) Students have been named Commended Students in the 2023 National Merit Scholarship 
Program. Ethen Chen, Julia Harmon, Katherine Langford, Ian Lynam, Jackson McCarthy, Victor 
Ogunsanya, Tyler Pierce, Maxwell Stewart, Zainab Syed, and Hannah Taylor earned this honor on the 
basis of the exceptional academic promise they demonstrated in their outstanding performance on the 
qualifying test used for program entry. AHS Principal Matt Shockley will present these scholastically 
talented students with Letters of Commendation from the school and NMSC. 

“I am exceptionally proud of these students,” said Shockley. “As inspired students, engaged learners, and 
empowered citizens, they embody the mission of Avon High School.”  

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized. Commended Students 
placed among the top 50,000 students who entered the 2023 competition for National Merit Scholarship 
awards by taking the 2021 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

“Those being named Commended Students have demonstrated outstanding potential for academic 
success,” commented a spokesperson for NMSC. “These students represent a valuable national 
resource; recognizing their accomplishments, as well as the key role their schools play in their academic 
development, is vital to the advancement of educational excellence in our nation. We hope this 
recognition will help broaden their educational opportunities and encourage them as they continue their 
pursuit of academic success.” 

# # # 

About Avon Schools: Avon offers students high-quality educational instruction with a keen focus on 
improving student achievement. We serve 10,500 students from preschool to grade 12 in 12 schools (one 
early learning center, six elementary schools, two intermediate schools, two middle schools, and one high 
school). Our 1,500 employees dedicate themselves to the success of our diverse student population. 
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