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From: Knowles, Alyssa

Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 11:29 AM

To: Public Comment

Subject: Board, Dr. Rice and Community Members

Please consider making summer school (Brick & Mortar summer school) mandatory or strongly encouraged for students
who are failing more than 2 core classes in middle school. | understand why its important to offer summer school for HS
students, especially with credit recovery but I'm asking for your consideration in looking at funding summer school for MS

students as well.

Also, | am respectfully asking that you put out a survey to ask if parents and VUSD teachers would value a year round
model (of course, paying our teachers a large stipend or bonus) to catch up on academics, social skills and school routine
to better prepare students for the 2021-2022 SY. | am not requesting Edgenuity or APEX, | am requesting in person, face
to face instruction when we get out of the Purple Tier. | am hopeful this will be where our county is by June? If we give
students 2 months off in the summer, | believe we will be even further behind and the gaps will be so insurmountable that
our limited interventions in MS will be even more exposed. If this is not possible, | would respectfully ask that
monies/funding be set aside for intensive interventions in the MS setting under the Academic and Social Emotional
Domains. i.e. Apex licenses in Math, SEL curriculum at all 5 MS

My very best,

Ventura Unified School District

Cabrillo Middle School

http://www.venturausd.org/cabrillo/home.aspx

For the future of every student

P

VenturaUnified |
SCHOOL DISTRICT
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From: Marisa Burrier ||
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 1:54 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- student comment
Dear School Board,

My name is Delaney and I'm a 9th grader at Ventura High School. As a freshman in high school, juggling sports
- and other activities, being on Zoom classes and distance learning has been quite difficult. I feel as though I'm

not able to connect with fellow classmates and teachers and fully understand the material we are supposed to be

learning. I would love an opportunity to actually be on my high school campus. I understand we can't go to

school right now, but would love an opportunity to do small group learning.

As soon as it's safe, and allowed, please let all students have an opportunity to return to school.

Thank you for your time,

Delaney Shelton-Burrier



From: Marisa Burrier

Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 2:07 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- student comment
Dear School Board,

My name is Jenner and I'm a 4th grader at Juanamaria. I liked going to school to learn, and I dont really like
zoom class. It is hard for me to learn on zoom. I was happy when I was learning in my classroom with my
teacher and friends and we wore masks and followed the rules. I love my teacher but I dont like zoom. So im
letting you know I want to go back to hybrid because my mom says what i think is important. I hope you think
it is important too.

Thank you,

Jenner Shelton-Burrier



From: Marisa Burrier |||
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 2:23 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- attendance

VUSD School Board,
I am a 5th grade teacher in the District and I have some major concerns regarding the lack of accountability

regarding attendance. I have several students who have missed more than 40 days of school (I also have several
students who have missed 30 or more days of school) , with no consequences. There have been countless hours
spent trying to contact parents and get kids to login to Zoom and/or get their work done. In my opinion, we are
not getting the point across that school is not an option, and that participation is required. With our current
"distance learning only" plan, we REALLY need to address this issue and move forward with more
accountability for parents and students. How can we say that distance learning is the best option right now if we
can't even get kids to participate? Please make this a priority.

Thank you,

Marisa Burrier



From: Diana Hightland [
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 4:58 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- Would like our kids back to school
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hi,

I am a parent of a 2nd grade TWI student at Montalvo and a 7th grader at Anacapa. I would really like both of
my children, but specifically my TWI student back into school February 1st.

My husband and I have been fortunate enough to work full time since covid started and that I have a flexible
enough job that I can come and go as I please. However that does not mean there is any less stress of having to
distance learn two children. Luckily I work close to home and my children are mature enough to be at home
intermittenly during the day alone.

I did not want my 2nd grader's year to be wasted when we found out we were not returning to school after
March. I found a tutor to help out 3 times a week and I was able to put my child into a Wilderness class geared
towards Spanish. All of these things have a cost. I was not making more money, but I was definitely putting
more out. The parents in TWI are amazing parents and we will do whatever we can to help reinforce their love
for a dual language. We were so lucky to have Maestra Quezada, Olmos and now Carbajal that with Kinder and
half of First grade under our belt my daughter at least had a good grasp on the language.

Distance learning wasn't exactly ideal,but we made it work. I printed out many worksheets and made flash
cards to ensure my child was still getting something to keep her going. Iknow that not all families are so lucky
or fortunate so I do feel bad complaining to the board at all.

The two weeks that we did go to school, was it inconvenient to have to leave work after 3 hours to pick up my
child, yes, but those 2 days and 3 hours and 20 minutes really had an impact on my child. She was so happy to
go to school and to see her friends. She did complain about not being able to play like normal at recess, but it
was still so great for her to go to school. I feel that the TWI program students are going to suffer greatly if we
don't get back to school because they need to hear the language in person.

[ was not expecting this as all weren't, however with my High School Spanish it is not good enough to give my
child what she needs with this program. I am not able to talk to her and ask her the questions in Spanish which

is what she needs. Without a tutor and these extra activities I don't know where my child would be. I don't
want my child to just do the bare minimum or that everyone will be behind so it's okay.

I don't want this year wasted and I really think that we can safely go back to school.

Please do everything that we can to get back to school because our children are the ones that are suffering the
most.

Thank you so much



Diana Hightland
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