




























































































































































































Lastly, over 30 UCSF medical doctors — from infection disease experts to adolescent health specialists - have called
for schools in California to reopen (source: https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/01/13/covid-learning-bay-

area-doctors-sign-letter-calling-for-california-schools-to-reopen-feb-1/).

Please consider the most recent available science and information from our medical professionals.

Thank you,

Louise Lampara
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From: Dracula, Matilda

Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:04 PM
To: Public Comment

Subject: Concerns Regarding New Strains

Hello, Dr. Rice and members of the board,

| am still very concerned about the plan to reopen on February 1st, especially given the new COVID strains
present in Southern California. There are now two new strains confirmed to be in this region, both of which
appear to be more contagious than the previous strain we had been dealing with, especially indoors. Advice
from experts is evolving quickly: now, many people are recommending wearing double masks, as well as
avoiding prolonged indoor exposure altogether. Initial data also suggests that at least one of the new strains
may be able to infect more children. Until we better understand how to protect the kids, families, and
educators in our community, and until COVID is better contained in the county in general, we should continue

with distance learning.
Thank you for your time,
Matilda Dracula
[she/her]

Sheridan Way Elementary, Ventura USD
3rd Grade

VenturaUnihed ’

SCHOOL DISTRICT
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From: Nathan Slack <nslack.15 || N
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:04 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- Reopening of Schools

Dear Ventura Unified School District Board Members

I am writing in support of reopening of schools. While I am sympathetic to the struggles that exist with
reopening, I implore you as board members to prioritize our children's education and vote to reopen the
schools. As a parent I would have been supportive of reopening even in the event that the stay well at home
order had not been lifted, but it has and we are now back in the purple tier which opens the door for in-person
learning. There are few things in my humble opinion as essential as in person student education. I think if we
take a look at student grades it is clear that remote learning is not in the best interest of our students. There are
few things during this trying time that can reassert a sense of normalcy to our children, who at this time are
suffering from high rates of anxiety and depression as getting back into the routine of learning in person and
being able to develop their social skills amongst their peers.

There simply is no substitute to in person learning, and I hope the board will do the right thing and vote to
reopen schools.
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From: Tobie <tobiemitche! | N

Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:07 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- Please reopen schools on 2/1

Dear School Board President Lomax, Board Members and Dr. Rice:
Please proceed with returning to hybrid learning on 2/1/21. Kids need to be back in school.

If you haven't already, please read this article from the NYT. The situation is becoming dire for children's
mental well being.

"Surge of Student Suicides Pushes Las Vegas Schools to Reopen - The New York Times"
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/24/us/politics/student-suicides-nevada-coronavirus.html?0p19G=2103

Thank you,
Tobie Mitchell
VUSD Elementary School Parent



From: Spencer Noren <spence i G
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:28 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- From the kids

Please be reminded our students desperately want to be in school.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B00n38RrJLLIF Yb-tNwghKUD9U99E1s /view?usp=drivesdk

Sent from my iPhone



From: Godwin, Angela <Angela.Godwin @ S

Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:30 PM

To: Public Comment

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- Return to Hybrid Learning Needed

From: Godwin, Angela <Angela.Godwin

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 11:31 AM

To: Public Comment <public.comment@venturausd.org>
Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- Return to Hybrid Learning Needed
Importance: High

Dear Ventura Board of Education:

I am very strongly urging the district to return to the Hybrid Learning model used for
two weeks in December 2020. The COVID-19 precautions were well planed and safety
precautions observed. As an essential worker, my son is at Las Posas Children Center all
day. They have been safely open since July 1st, 2020.

My foster son, age 6, has an IEP that is not being met with distance learning. He needs
in person learning. The districts hybrid model was a giant step toward this goal. This
unpresented pandemic has been difficult for everyone, but especially for

children. California students, especially those with special needs, are falling behind
more then necessary.

Please return on February 15 to the Hybrid education model.

Angela ). Godwin

angela.godwin



From: Public Comment
To: Ally Littell
Subject: RE: -EXTERNAL SENDER- Public Comment for 1/26 Board Meeting

From: Ally Littell <marshall_all

Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:16 PM

To: Public Comment <public.comment@venturausd.org>

Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER- Public Comment for 1/26 Board Meeting

Hello and Happy Tuesday,

First, | just want to give you all a sincere thank you for the amazing amount of hard work that you all have put
in over the past 10 + months. As you all work tirelessly to get our students back onto campus for this school
year, | just had one comment to share.

With the secondary schools aiming to reopen on April 12th, would there be any consideration given to
bumping the Spring Break week any early into the calendar. | realize that school schedules are set a year or
more in advance but I'm curious if there would be value in moving the Spring Break week into late

March. Seeing spikes in cases post school breaks, would it be a more cautionary path to give an extra week or
two of distance learning time before the proposed opening date of April 12th?

| appreciate your time and wish you all the best as you make challenging decisions today and in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,
Ally Littell
(Blanche Reynolds Parent)
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