






























































Dear VUSD Board and Executive team, 

A year ago, I had the privilege of addressing this board and executive staff in person. 

Unfortunately, that is not possible now, but my position has not changed. The District has gone to great 

lengths to provide choices and flexibility to students and family. I would challenge you to continue that 

tradition by making both ATLAS and Montalvo K-8 schools. Both these schools have students, parents, 
community members, teachers and staff who not only want their school to be K-8 but are willing to go 

the extra mile to make it happen. 

ATLAS drew my family to the district. Its leadership program was at that time unique to the area 

and provided, in my opinion, a revolutionary way of teaching students: I have volunteered weekly in the 

leadership program at ATLAS for several years now. I have personally seen it in action, building 

community, lifting people up and providing a powerful environment to teach children. I believe it is now 

time for ATLAS to lead the way once again and help build the K-8 system in VUSD. 

I submit for your consideration my recommendation of making ATLAS the first school on the 

east end a K-8, but not the last school. 

Robert S Harrell 



- --------------------From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Fiona Bremner <fbremner 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:07 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Comment regarding Rainbow Bridge 

I was very sad to hear recently that Rainbow Bridge was going to be tom down. It is a unique and iconic 
playground in Ventura and its origin story - being built with volunteer community help and funding - is 
inspiring. I urge you to replace it with a similarly unique structure, ifrepair of the current structure is not 
feasible. Santa Barbara has Children's World, Ojai has a similar structure in Libby Park and Rainbow Bridge is 
the closest thing Ventura has to such structures. I think it is worth saving or replacing with a structure that is 
comparable to those structures. Santa Barbara's Children's World - the structure that inspired Rainbow Bridge -
was remodeled a few years back and remains one of the most cherished parks in the city. Can't we do the same 
for Rainbow Bridge? 

Thank you, 

Fiona Bremner 
Ventura, CA 93003 
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- -----------------------From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Smith, Jessica <jessica.smith@­
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:30 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Written comment for item 16b./ agenda for 2/23/21 

Distinguished board members and administrators of the Ventura Unified School District, 

As a parent of a student and a future student at ATLAS Elementary school, I would like to express my support 
for selecting ATLAS Elementary School to become the Ventura Unified School District's next K-8 campus. 
ATLAS is well suited to moving to a K-8 model and the choice would benefit both the students and the school 
district for many reasons. 

The transition of "Saticoy Elementary School" to "ATLAS Elementary School" in 2013 brought the Leader in Me 
program to the Ventura Unified School District. Our students and staff at ATLAS have achieved so much with 
the implementation of the leadership prograni in our school. As VUSD has now invested in the program for the 
district and is poised to begin implementation at other campuses, ATLAS is in a prime position to roll out the 
Leader in Me program to 6th, 7th and 8th graders. As students who have spent their academic careers putting 
first things first and learning to harness their own leadership abilities, the students of ATLAS can continue forth 
with the skills they've learned into the higher grades, fully realizing the benefit of the Leader in Me program. 
Students and staff have a proven track record with the program and it will be of great benefit to continue on 
into the .middle grades as well. 

Our principal, Anna Winslow, came to us with an enthusiasm for the things parents, students and staff are 
doing at ATLAS. One of her career highlights is transitioning her past school from an "elementary school" only 
structure to a Pre-K through 8th grade campus. We have the utmost faith that she will be able to make the 
most of this transition for ATLAS and bring her experience and training to skillfully implement this exciting 
change at our school. 

Over 60% of our students enrolled at ATLAS come from a socioeconomically disadvantaged background. The 
continuity and stability provided by a K-8 school model would be of great benefit to this student population. The 
academic confidence with which students emerging from K-8 schools carry forth with them into high school will 
only serve them well in their futures and the futures of their families. While providing for our most vulnerable 
students, transitioning ATLAS to a K-8 campus will continue to attract students from throughout Ventura and 
surrounding areas, strengthening the diversity of our student population from various ethnic and 
socioeconomic backgrounds. 

In addition to the comments you receive in writing and live during tonight's board meeting, please take into 
consideration the petition previously provided to you signed by parents, guardians and other interested parties 
in support of the transition of ATLAS to a K-8 school, as well as the numerous letters and comments of support 
when this item last came before you. 

I hope that you will consider choosing ATLAS Elementary for the next K-8 campus. It will be a win-win for 
VUSD and the students of ATLAS. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Jessica Smith 
Parent of a current and a future ATLAS student 
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- --------------------
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Members of the Board, 

Lauren Taluy <lm.taluy@­
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:51 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Public Comments 

I have been thrilled that our children have been able to be on campus for in-person learning. I thank you for 
your decision in that regard. We have met the first milestone of getting student back in class, but let me be 
clear. ... your work is not done. Your work is really never done, of course as there is always business to attend to, 
but until our kids are in school FULL TIME this issue should be on every meeting agenda. 

Let's take this step by step. I know you will say you can't get children on campus five days a week, so let's 
start by no longer wasting Wednesdays. When the decision was made for a hybrid program you made it clear 
that Wednesdays would be used when there was a holiday that resulted in no school. As usual the board 
apparently changed their mind and our children are missing out on yet another day of school for no reason. You 
tout the importance of Wednesdays being a social emotional learning day, however we all know that what 
would be best for their social and emotional well-being would be to be in school with their teachers and peers. 

Another reason that you said we needed to have students off of campus on Wednesdays was because the 
schools could not be cleaned between cohorts otherwise. Clearly that is not the case as evidenced by the fact 
that the two different groups will be going to school on back-to-back days this Thursday and Friday. As a step 
towards getting our children in school in person more time I'm asking you to consider letting children go to 
school on Wednesdays in person. There is no reason that the groups could not share the day and go every other 
week one additional day. This would still be far from an optimal solution, but any more time we can get with 
our children with their peers and teachers is a step in the right direction. I understand that increasing the amount 
of school our children get in person will take time and apparently a lot of steps, but if we don't start now there is 
no chance our kids will be in class full time for next school year. This issue needs to be on every board agenda 
from now until our children are back in school full-time. I would greatly appreciate response from this board as 
to why this is not happening or is not a possibility. Thank you for your time as always. 

Sincerely, 
Lauren Taluy 
Mother of two Pierpont Elementary Students 
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- ---------------------
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Patti Russell < patticaceros@­
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 4:07 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Making ATLAS Elementary K-8 

My name is Patti, I'm a mom of a first grader and fourth grader currently attending ATLAS. We want ATLAS 
to be a K-8 school!! I love that its a Lighthouse Leader in Me school. The kids and faculty/staff feel like family 
and carrying that into middle school would be so beneficial to all the kids and the community. Having 
established and solid relationships with friends and teachers will be so healthy especially in the middle school 
years that can be tricky for kids to navigate. 
We do not like the options for the current middle schools and I believe ATLAS would make an incredible 
school to extend to 8th grade! I'm hoping my daughter will be in the first 6th grade class at ATLAS, please 
make it happen! 

-Patti Russell 
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- ---------------------
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi VUSD, 

Matt Russell < mattyrussell@­
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 4: 17 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- k-8 For Atlas Elementary 

My name is Matt Russell. I have 2 children enrolled at Atlas. We are beyond pleased with how Atlas teaches 
our kids. Please consider having Atlas shift from a K-5 into a K-8 school. 

~Matt Russell 
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